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Happy New Year

From the Publishing Commission
Left to right, Janice Kropp, John Somers-Harris, Jim Rew, Russ Epley, Mizuko Matsushita.

Not pictured, Paul Pike, Dave Scott, Don Wright

What will YEAR 2002 bring to our worlds, both worldwide and personal? It is our prayer as a Commission that this year will 
be the BEST yet for you, our faithful readers! We want to thank you for subscribing year after year and we would trust that 

you continue to do so. We pray that the JAPAN HARVEST has been a blessing and help to you. We wish to thank those who have 
been our regular contributors for their excellent work. To those who have sent inspiring and helpful articles, we say THANK YOU.  
If it were not for our advertisers, we would have no magazine, so we wish to acknowledge each, as listed on this page.  As editor, I 
have been blessed. It has been a pleasure to serve you.

May the following sacred writing from the Psalm 37 strengthen you:

To our advertisers:  McDonald’s; Nagai Vicars Co., LTD; OCC; OBI, Bridges for Peace; Christian Center Bookstore; Word of Life Press Ministries; 
Yamazaki-Nabisco Co., LTD; Tama no Hada Sekken Kabushikigaisha; E-Book Shuppan-New Life League, Japan; Christian Academy in Japan; Aunt 
Stella’s Home Made Cookies; Miyoshi Oil & Fat., LTD; The OMI Brotherhood., Co. LTD; Karuizawa Language School; Eiga Seiko Saserukai, “Jesus 
Is My Boss”; The Foreign Buyers’ Club; 2001 Deeper Life Convention; Karuizawa Union Church; Shinsei Senkyodan; Tokyo Christian Theological 
Seminary; Tokyo Christian University; Kyoritsu Christian Institute; Megumi Chalet Karuizawa; Okutama Bible Chalet; Life Ministries—Our THANKS 
to YOU.

Congragulatory ads from missions for Japan Harvest’s 50 YEARs: TEAM, SEND, Youth With A Mission, Wesleyan Mission of Japan, Japan Baptist 
Mission, Liebenzeller Mission Japan, Evangelical Free Church Mission in Japan, Taiwan Mission Quarterly, Japan Fellowship Deaconry Mission, the 
Christian & Missionary Alliance Japan Mission, the German Alliance Mission, CB International & FEB International, OMF International, Baptist 
General Conference Japan Mission—Our THANKS to YOU.

To our regular contributors: Translations from the Christian Shinbun-Mizuko Matsushita; Translations from Gospel to the Millions -Junko Nakagawa; 
Language Lab-Miriam Davis; Book Reviewers, Nancy Sorley & Donald Schaeffer; Church Music-Gary Bauman; Modern Tech-David Scott; The 
President’s Pencil-Paul Pike; Prayer Focus-John Somers-Harris; Commissions-John Mehn & Jo Ann Wright —Our THANKS to YOU

Do not fret because of evil men, 
or be envious of those who 

  do wrong;
For like the grass they will soon   

wither, 
like green plants they will   
soon die away.

Trust in the LORD and do good, 
dwell in the land and enjoy 

  safe pasture.
Delight yourself in the LORD and 

He will give you the desires 
  of your heart.
Commit your way to the LORD; 

trust in Him and He will do this:
He will make your righteousness 
  shine like the dawn,

The justice of your cause   
like the noonday sun.

Be still before the LORD   
and wait patiently for Him… 
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Back when I was in high school, no study of English was 
complete without the study of contemporary poetry, much 
of it free verse–an English studies term which means that 

the writer didn’t know how to make words rhyme. And, of course, 
that meant studying Carl Sandburg. In his poem, “Limited”, we 
read about traveling on a brand new express train across America 
in the first decade of the 20th Century, and it reads like this:

I am riding on a limited express, one of the crack trains of the nation. 
Hurtling across the prairie, into the blue haze and dark air, go fifteen 
all-steel coaches, holding a thousand 
people.

All the coaches shall be scrap and 
rust and all the men and women 
laughing in the diners and sleepers 
shall pass to ashes. I ask a man in the 
smoking car where he is going and he 
answers: “OMAHA.”

In a world that we hurtle 
through, in a world where life is over 
before we know it, the answer to 
“where are you going?” needs to be 
something fuller and deeper than 
Omaha. In Sandburg’s mind, it is 
not a question about geography, but about DESTINY. Where 
ARE you going?

The believing Christian answers HEAVEN, but truth be told, 
much of our understanding about heaven is pretty vague and 
foggy…kinda like free verse poetry. The church has not focused 
on heaven much for about half a century now.

Where are you going? We are first of all going to a person, JESUS 

Where 
     Are 
         You 
             Going?

Every believing 
Christian 
is going to 
a person 
AND 

going to a place
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CHRIST. But we are also going to a place. 
Heaven has a definite locale. Jesus calls it 
a place in John 14:2,3. In the language of 
the Bible, heaven is constantly referenced 
with this idea of vertical imagery of heaven 
being UP…implying not just that it is other 
worldly, but also implying a superior mode 
of existence.

Across the Scriptures we find pictures 
of the place we call heaven. The writer of 
Hebrews calls it a city whose builder and 
maker is God. If you don’t like cities the 
same writer calls it a country in chapter 11, 
a heavenly country 
where our citizenship 
bonds us together.

Jesus calls it  a 
house or dwelling 
place in John 14. It’s 
not about mansions, 
an unfortunate KJV
translation, but rather 
an enclosed courtyard 
where extended family 
build on to the origi-
nal family house so 
that all the extended 
family  can dwel l 
within the reach of 
the Father’s embrace. 
It is not about being 
far and removed from 
the Father in heaven, but intimate and 
closely connected. When Christ spoke with 
the thief on the cross He called it paradise 
and used the same word that is used in 
Genesis to signify garden, a place of rest 
and restoration, of relationship where God 
had walked with the first Adam in the cool 
of the day. 

In parables Jesus called it Abraham’s 
bosom, a place of glad reunion with those 
who had gone on before. He frequently 
called it a place of feasting and rest, ban-
queting and joy. He compared it to the 
wonder of a wedding and a marriage and 
the wonder of being home. In so many 
respects it was all about relationships, all 
about a sense of community for Jesus.

If you read Revelation 20-22 you get 
other marvelous pictures of the place, the 
reality of heaven. Streets of gold, pearl 
gates, jewel-covered city walls, crystal 
streams of life, trees with healing leaves, 
and so on. But at this point, I want to 
make this particular distinction about 
heaven as a place:  it is the place of “no 
longers”.  What do I mean? John says in 

the Book of the Revelation that there is 
no longer any night there, for the Lamb 
of God, Jesus Christ Himself, will be the 
light of heaven. We are going to a place of 
no more night. In saying this, John clearly 
implies the glory of God’s goodness in 
triumphing over the darkness of evil and 
sin. There is no longer any night! This 
means that the darkness, the night and the 
nightmare of broken homes and broken 
marriages and broken lives will be over. 
The darkness, the night and the nightmare 
of disease, famine and poverty will be over. 

The darkness, the night 
and the nightmare of 
abuse of all kinds, evil 
of all kinds, wickedness 
of all kinds will be over. 
There will no longer be 
any hatred, no longer 
any crime. No longer 
any jealousy or fear or 
envy or slander or mal-
ice or greed. No longer 
any night.

The Bible says we 
are going to a place of 
everlasting joy and bliss 
because all of the dark 
ingredients of this fallen 
world that destroy it’s 
present peace and hap-

piness will no longer exist. Revelation 7 
says there will no longer be any hunger or 
thirst. No bloated bellies or parched throats 
and dying children. No longer any poverty, 
no longer anyone left out, no longer any-
one left behind. No longer any injustice, 
no longer any neglect, no longer any cru-
elty.

Revelation 21 goes on. There we read 
that there will no longer be any tears or 
crying or sorrow or pain. Think of it! No 
longer any pain! No longer any arthri-
tis, no longer any migraines, no longer 
any back aches, no longer any pain of any 
kind. No longer any blindness, no lon-
ger any deafness, no longer any withered 
limbs or withered hearts. And the Bible 
is just warming to the topic! Because our 
lives will be perfect in heaven, there will 
no longer be any broken hearts. Because 
there will be multitudes and multitudes 
of people all in right relationship, there 
will no longer be any loneliness. Because 
heaven is permanent, forever and ever and 
on into an undying eternity, there will no 
longer be any farewells or good-byes or “I’ll 

never see you agains”. There will no longer 
be any insecurity. Revelation 21:25 says 
the city gates will never be shut, a symbolic 
way of saying that in a city where there is 
no longer any crime or anger or danger 
we can leave the front door open and not 
even begin to worry or fear. We will have 
complete freedom from all the effects of 
our present falleness. No longer any crip-
pling memories. No longer any wounded 
conscience. No longer any debilitating past  
to overcome or compensate for.

And in Revelation 22 it says there is 
no longer any curse. Imagine how plants 
would grow without struggle. Imagine 
how we would relate to each other without 
struggling with each other. Imagine the 
lion laying down with the lamb or political 
enemies going on picnics with each other.

But most importantly, no longer any 
curse means there is no longer any death. 
No longer any long walks away from a 
chilling graveside. No longer leaving a hos-
pital ward with a plastic bag with some 
loved one’s personal belongings that will 
never be used again. No longer having to 
say good night for the last time. Death is 
over! Long live life! Death is over and real 
life is just beginning to unfold. We did not 
run from life, we ran right into it---into the 
best of it. When we set our sails for heaven 
through faith in Jesus Christ, we are just 
beginning to get a hold of the life God 
longs for each of us to have. A life where 
every relationship unfolds in pure untar-
nished love and never has to end or face 
separation of any kind. We are headed for 
the land of no longers! A land of:

Light after darkness, gain after loss;
Strength after weakness, crown after cross;
Sweet after bitter, hope after fears;
Joy after sorrow, calm after tears;
Harvest after sowing, sun after rain;
Sight after mystery, peace after pain;
Near after distant, gleam after gloom;
Love after loneliness, life after tomb.

Where are YOU going? Every believing 
Christian is going to a person AND going 
to a place—a place where the no longers 
rule! And we’re going to a reunion. John 
Newton, who wrote “Amazing Grace,” 
once said the three wonders of heaven will 
be, (1) Who is there, (2) Who is not there, 
and (3) the fact that I’m there!

But we do know this: Heaven will 
be a crowded place. All the images of 

John Newton
 once said the 
three wonders 

of heaven will be, 
(1) Who is there, 

(2) Who is not there, and 
(3) the fact that 

I’m there!
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heaven that John uses in the Book of the 
Revelation to describe the masses of people 
talk about voices of praise raised to God. 
And as they sing, John says their singing 
is so overpowering that they sound some-
thing like the waters rushing, as if over a 
fall, drowning out everything else. Those 
voices are like a thunder-
clap. All of heaven shakes 
at the sound because so 
many voices, so many peo-
ple are singing to the glory 
of God. And who are these 
many people? Every tribe 
and tongue and nation on 
earth, every people group 
on earth, we are told will be 
represented. And as won-
derful as this is, it is more 
wonderful for us to know that loved ones 
we have known will be in that great choir. 
We will stand one day, shoulder to shoul-
der with them. 

An unknown author once said, As a 
boy, I thought of heaven as a city with domes, 
spires, and beautiful streets, inhabited by 
angels. By and by my little brother died, and 
I thought of heaven much as before, but with 
one inhabitant that I knew. Then another 
brother died, and then some of my acquain-
tances, so in time I began to think of heaven 
as containing several people that I knew. But 
it was not until one of my own little children 
died that I began to think I had treasure 
in heaven myself. Afterward another went, 
and yet another. By that time I had so many 
acquaintances in heaven that I no more 
thought of it as a city merely with streets of 
gold, but as a place full of inhabitants. Now 
there are so many loved ones there I sometimes 
think I know more people in heaven than I 
do on earth.

Jesus said that in this world we would 
have tribulation. Our lives are littered with 
losses. Yet Romans 8:18 is bold enough to 
say that the suffering of this present life can-
not be compared to the glory that is to be 
revealed. And that great reunion will be part 
of that glory to come. At every Christian 
funeral we invest more treasure in heaven 
and our reunion grows more glorious. Know 
this, beloved, you will know the loved ones 
lost when you get there. It will be one great 
big reunion. A reunion bound together in 
perfect love and unsoiled relationship. This 
will be a reunion without shame or fault, 
no fracture or brokenness, no avoiding or 
running away. For in a place of no tears or 

sorrow or pain, God must certainly provide 
grace sufficient to cover all the sin and sor-
rows that separated us here on earth. So I 
offer this as comfort in light of the truth 
of no more tears in heaven. No one will go 
home a stranger. The Bible says that in this 
world we are like strangers and aliens. This 

world was designed for us, 
but sin has so ravaged it 
that we are like people in a 
foreign land whose customs 
and lifestyles are com-
pletely alien to us. This is 
not our home. We are pil-
grims, aliens, and strangers. 
And when we cling to this 
world’s treasures, we betray 
how little we understand of 
who we are in Christ.

We are like our spiritual fore-fathers, 
the people of Israel—people who are on 
a journey through this life and are not 
meant to stay. A writer recorded this story 
about an American tourist’s visit to the 
19th Century Polish rabbi, Hofetz Chaim: 
“Astonished to see that the rabbi’s home 
was only a simple room filled with books, 
plus a table and a bench, the tourist asked, 
‘Rabbi, where is your furniture.’ ‘Where is 
yours?’ replied the rabbi. 
‘Mine?’ asked the puz-
zled American. ‘But I’m 
a visitor here. I’m only 
passing through.’ ‘So am 
I,’ said Hofetz Chaim.”

This is not our home. 
We don’t buy into its 
values. We don’t buy 
into its ethics. We don’t 
buy into belief systems. 
Something in us has 
been so transformed that 
we no longer fit. And it 
won’t feel like a fit until 
we are home at last in 
heaven, gathered at that 
wonderful reunion with 
likeminded hearts.

J.I. Packer once spoke of the sense of 
heaven as an experience this way. He said,

As I get older, I find that I appreciate 
God and people and good and lovely and 
noble things more and more intensely; so it 
is pure delight to think that this enjoyment 
will continue and increase in some form 
(what form, God knows, and I am content 
to wait and see), literally forever. In fact, 

Christians inherit the destiny which fairy 
tales envisaged in fancy: we (yes, you and I, 
the silly saved sinners) live and live happily, 
and by God’s endless mercy will live happily

Continued on Page 15 bottom
Continued from Page 5

ever after.
Going to heaven is going deeper and 

deeper into the best joys of life that we have 
only known in a crippled way in our pres-
ent life. Think of the wondrous joys you 
have known in life. A first kiss. A great 
accomplishment. That first big success in 
life. The first time you finished first. The 
first time it was your name that was called 
and your life being remembered. The 
birthday when you got that great gift and 
you thought, “It just doesn’t get any better 
than this.”

Well, in heaven “it just doesn’t get any 
better than this” gets surpassed beyond all 
expectation. All here gets left in the dust, 
outdone beyond our ability to understand. 
You are going to such an experience of joy 
that every prior experience of joy was only 
a trickle, only a fragment of joy, only a 
splinter of the tree of joy that will become 
our eternity—a forest of joy.

But it is not just going 
on into joy. It is going 
on to satisfaction. I think 
we all hunger for heaven 
because only heaven can 
ultimately satisfy all of 
our hungers. In heaven I 
expect that we will expe-
rience the answering of 
all the hungers of our 
hearts…even for those 
hearts that only express 
such hungers subcon-
sciously.

The hunger for peace, 
the hunger for commu-
nity, the hunger for love 
and acceptance—only 

heaven finally and ultimately answers these. 
Those that hunger for them at any level are 
looking to have satisfied that which only 
heaven can. What did C.S. Lewis say in 
Mere Christianity? “If I find in myself a 
desire which no experience in this world 
can satisfy, the most probable explanation 
is that I was made for another world.”

The first day I met Ruth she told me 
she had just been diagnosed with cancer. 
She had just turned 60. After much prayer 

Going to heaven 
is going deeper 
and deeper into 
the best joys of 
life…J.I. Packer 

If I find in myself 
a desire which 
no experience 
in this world 

can satisfy, the most 
probable explanation is 

that I was made 
for another world.

C.S.Lewis



6  ❄ Japan Harvest — Winter 2002

Tohoku

I had to go to Sendai 
suddenly last week 
and while there I 

picked up several tour-
ist brochures hoping 
to find out something 
about the area.

It seems that his-
torically Sendai has 
been the center for 
the Tohoku area and 
that it was built up by 
Masamune Date in 
the early part of the 
Tokugawa era. The 
information I read says 
that Sendai, through 
Masamune, was the 
first place in Japan to 
send a diplomatic mis-
sion to Europe. This 
mission was of par-
ticular significance 
because he wanted to 
obtain information 
about Christianity. The 
mission was very suc-

cessful; however, by the time they returned, the government had 
closed the nation and banned Christianity.

Pray for God to raise up leaders today, not just in Tohoku but all 
over the nation, who will be seekers of truth.

Another historic foundation of the church in Tohoku is the fact 
that many Christians from southern Japan escaped persecution by 
fleeing to the north. The resulting strength is shown in one former 
resident’s account of how his church has sent out nearly twice as 
many pastors or missionaries as their membership of 70.

Pray for all churches to continue to give their people to the 
building up of the kingdom throughout Japan.

Work opportunities are not so good in Tohoku. Young 
people leave to get better jobs elsewhere. Operation Japan
reports 0.0% increase of churches from 1998 - 2000. “Severe 
winters, heavy snowfall, and depleting population are 
problems that are unique to this area.” Over one hundred mis-
sionaries are working faithfully in these difficult circumstances. The 
harvest is great but the laborers are few. 

Pray to the Lord of the harvest to send workers into the fields.

Call To Prayer! Afghanistan. “In the last days there will be 
wars and rumors of wars.” Let us pray for all those affected 
by the war in Afghanistan, believing that the gospel of the 

kingdom will be preached to all nations.
The Muslim world has just finished the fasting month of 

Ramadan. Now, I don‘t know how long a Muslim prays or what 
he prays for, but every day upon hearing the call to prayer they 
will stop their work, bow down and pray.

This is repeated up to five times a day. Today I would like to 
give a call to prayer.

“My Little ones, you come to me with many requests.
You cry to me and beat your breasts.
You ask me for the world and now I ask you....”

“Speak Lord your servants are listening.”

“You require me to move mountains to bring forth the glory of 
my Son, Jesus. I am pleased with the desires of your hearts, but, 
what price are you willing to pay that I may bring to pass all that 
you ask me? What are you willing to give to see My will fulfilled?”

“Anything Lord! Anything! As you say, we will do!”

“And do you know what I will ask you?”

“O Lord, we will go without food, without a place to lay our 
heads. We will travel to any corner of the world in your name. 
We will give all our goods to the poor. We will suffer persecution, 
cold, wind and rain...”

“But, my little ones, I ask you.”

“Speak, Lord, your servants are listening.”

“Will you PRAY?”

Taken from, For whom the world was not worthy,
by Marie Chapion.

John Somers-Harris and his wife, Rhonda, serve with Youth with a Mission. 
They live in Adachi-ku Tokyo. John came to Japan in 1985.

Prayer Focus
I urge, then, first of all, that 

requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving 
be made for everyone.
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What would it be like for a church 
to not have their own build-
ing for 45 years? Shichigahama 

Preaching Place (known to some as 
Hanabuchi dendo sho) in Miyagi Ken was 
just such a place. They began under the 
guidance of American Baptist missionary, 
Ted Livingston, in the house of a sea cap-
tain and dressmaker. During the first ten 
years when there was consistent guidance, 
the group grew. But as this period ended 
and the numbers dwindled, the group 
became invisible because of their size and 
location. Becoming visible became more 
difficult because of the harsh conditions 
of living in the middle of a conservative 
Buddhist and Shinto fisher-folk society.

With the help of members of the 
mother church, Shiogama Baptist Church, 
they still had occasional special evangelism 
meetings and kept a church-school going 
on Saturday in the local community cen-
ter until the Omu Shinrikyo incidents in 
Tokyo caused all parents to withdraw their 
children and object to the Preaching Place’s 

use of the community center.
In 1997, just as they were thinking of 

closing the services, I arrived to find only 
a few members, but with unshakable faith. 
There still was a spark left there, and a pas-
sion to reach Shichigahama. As they began 
to ask why God allowed them to remain 
so long as the only church in town, they 
began to see that God still had a plan for 
them and they must not remain silent or 
hidden in the dress shop any longer. They 
began to pray earnestly that God’s will 
would be revealed.

One confirmation of God’s hand 
on them was the encouragement of the 
Takayama summer missionary community. 
Although very few knew of the Preaching 
Place’s decline in numbers, for years, the 
Tak missionary community continued to 
divide their summer offerings with the 
Preaching Place for their building fund. 

In four years the Preaching Place’s num-
bers doubled (to six!). While being still too 
small by most standards, their prayers to 
know God’s will was rewarded. In late July 
2001, several members noticed a house 
for sale in Shiomidai tract where the price 
had been lowered three times due to the 
poor economy. Inside a scroll had been 
left by the owners which said in Japanese, 
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will 
say rejoice” (Phil. 4:4). The little group 
tried not to let their joy show prematurely. 

There were many barriers of resistance 
still to overcome, including “friends” who 
lived by the calculator and not by faith. 
During talks with the town hall, the doubt-
ful mayor received an important phone 
call. It came from prominent Christian 
activist for the disabled and a resident of 
Shichigahama, Tomiya Yamada, with a 
convincing argument that Shichigahama, 

with all its missionary connections, needed 
a Christian church. The mayor decided 
to leave the final decision to a vote of the 
neighborhood association. This kind of 
vote has hung many an aspiring congrega-
tion. But, it voted unanimously to allow 
the Shichigahama Preaching Place to move 
into its neighborhood. Now this little 
congregation is bravely trusting that the 

Lord will show them how to meet both 
the financial challenges and the evangelism 
challenges in Shichigahama. They’ve now 
found their “place” in God’s plan.

Roberta Stephens has been a missionary with 
International Ministries of American Baptist 
Churches for 25 years.  After language school in 
Tokyo, she worked with a mission girls’ school in 
Sendai for 18 years, and then moved in 1997 to 
Shichigahama, to work as Tohoku Missionary for 
a partner organization, Japan Baptist Union.

Tohoku

Shichigahama

Preaching 

Place 

Finds 

Its 

“Place”

In

God’s

Plan



Consider it pure joy, my brothers 
whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, because you know that the 

testing of your faith develops perseverance” 
(James 1:2,3).

Would you give these verses to your fiancé 
for a parting gift? How would you feel if he 
gave them to you? Well, I felt something less 
than enthusiastic!

I did consider it a trial to watch John 
head off to France on an exciting short term 
mission trip while I returned to my parents’ 
newest home in the smallest New England 
town they’d lived in yet. In fact, as the sum-
mer progressed I had many trials and spent 
all my days with siblings pulling up poison 
ivy from my mother’s garden in the seem-
ingly uninhabited Berkshire Hills. I thought 
it was exceedingly unreasonable of John to 
suggest that I count it all joy.

I really don’t think that I ever once 
thought of these verses in James as God’s 
word to me, but only as a peculiar choice of 
John’s; perhaps his mind was a little blank 
the day he inscribed my brand new NIV

Testament.
As for perseverance, I’m not sure that I 

knew what it was. It wasn’t a word we used 
often and it certainly wasn’t the sort of con-
cept that appealed to me or many of my 
hippie peers. We assumed, “If you don’t like 
it, why do it?” And as often as not, we didn’t. 
I hadn’t yet encountered the claims of hungry 
babies, crying toddlers or church planting in 
Japan. Can you just walk away?

And so I certainly didn’t recognize what 
I’m now sure was God’s prophetic word to 
me.

“Count it pure joy because you know the 
testing of your faith develops perseverance.” 
The passage continues, “Perseverance must 
finish its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything.” One 
might as well count the process a joy!

In our letters we talk much of trials; after 
all, we’re asking people to pray for us and our 
persevering, which is a rather favorite theme 

of ours, but there is also joy.
Ajigasawa is a hundred times larger than 

the sleepy New England town where I spent 
that summer pulling poison ivy from my 
mother’s garden. But it is still not the size 
of a Japanese town where OMF, or any other 
mission for that matter, usually works. In an 
era predominated by urban mission, the only 
groups working in rural Japan seem to be the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Moonies. And it 
is only through our assignment to a church 
in the city of Goshogowara that we came to 
work in such a remote rural setting.

Remote only to urban eyes, in fact, we are 
the county seat. Our beach is the focal point 
of the Tsugaru Peninsula in summer, and the 
traffic passing by the church on every sunny 
Sunday from May through October often 
interferes with the sermon. In winter the traf-
fic goes the other way, up to the Ajigasawa 
Ski Resort–a resort that our daughter tells us 
is known even to her friends in Tokyo.

We have culture, too. Last fall, during 
the week-long Aomori Music Festival in 
Ajigasawa, people came from as far away as 
Tokyo for music workshops with world-class 
Polish musicians in the large 5-story con-
cert hall we can see from our dining room 
window. We attended midnight concerts in 
the multi-story Grand Mer Hotel. I sat with 
the proprietress, a former English student of 
mine, who once told me, “I told the Buddhist 
priest that he ought to teach us something 
worthwhile like you do!”

Sometimes it seems to us like Ajigasawa 
has it all. As we walk along the Nakamura 
River every morning we can gaze at Mt Iwaki 
across the fields and villages to the south. 
There’s so much beauty.

We have it all. We get to live here! And we 
have been given the challenging task, unpar-
alleled by most of our peers, of planting a 
church where there is no other church.

When we entered Ajigasawa 15 years ago 
we wrote: “God has obviously gone before 
us. May we not be slack at the harvest. 
Reputedly, Japan’s Christian population is 

1%. If God should grant us our 1% here in 
Ajigasawa, that means our 6 people should 
multiply to 175. That’s about 90 here in 
town and 85 in the villages. May God grant 
it so.”

Then we started looking for our 175 peo-
ple. John did door to door tracting, noting 
all the people with previous Christian con-
tacts or some sort of interest for follow-up 
tracting. Rieko Kudoh, our church organist, 
was the only immediate and obvious fruit 
from this tracting, but the task didn’t lack 
interest.

Perhaps the most memorable of many 
interesting conversations John had was 
with an elderly orchard owner, Mr.Kimura. 
Everyone is Mr. Kimura in the village of 
Tateishi. It seemed a neighbor of his had 
had some sort of Christian connection and 
Mr.Kimura exclaimed, “I don’t know whether 
he’s Christ’s friend or his enemy.” Mr.Kimura 
went on John’s follow-up list.

Meanwhile, I started teaching English. 
This was to keep John free for what we saw 
as the “real work” of teaching Bible studies. 
Actually, we hadn’t planned to teach English 
at all, but people weren’t exactly breaking 
the door down for Bible studies Since the 
demand for English was overwhelming, we 
compromised—I taught the Bible in English. 
Occasionally my students drove 

Continued on Page 26
Continued from Page 8
me to tears, but most of the time it was actu-
ally kind of fun. Certainly interesting!

Today Yuko, one of the students from that 
first unforgettable class of 20 Junior High 
students, often e-mails me from England 
where she is working on her second Master’s 
Degree in Renaissance Art. She’s culture 
shocked. “After I came home yesterday, I 
noticed there’s a power failure at my apart-
ment. I saw lots of candle shops in London. 
I think candles are necessary to survive in this 
country. Anyway, I was staying in the dark 
for more than 4 hours. I really want to go 
back to civilized world!”
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My Experience 
in Church-Planting:
Transferring Leadership of the 
Church to a Japanese Pastor the 
“Right Way”
By Ken Reddington

I grew up here as a missionary kid in 
Yamanashi. I came back to Japan as 
an independent missionary myself in 

December, 1978. Since then, I have been 
involved in church-planting in Kochi, on 
the southern coast of the island of Shikoku.

The first two years, I worked in a local 
church. My parents were always in church 
planting, therefore, I did not really know 
what an established church in Japan was like. 
I wanted to find out how a church really 
worked in this country before I started my 
own. So I helped with their young people’s 
groups, as well as doing some preaching and 
teaching English Bible. 

Then, in May of 1981, with the prompt-
ing and assistance of TEAM missionary 
Ralph Cox from Takamatsu, I started a 
church in my home in the western part of 
Kochi City. We started with an attendance of 
one (besides me)!

We called the church Asakura Yorokobi 
Kirisuto Kyokai. In Kochi City there were 5 
churches from various denominations called 
Kochi Kirisuto Kyokai (Christ Church). So 
you never knew what 
kind of church it was, or 
even where it was! I lived 
in Asakura, which has an 
area of about 1/6 that of 
Kochi City, having about 
50,000 people (out of a 
total for Kochi City of 
250,000 at the time), 
with Kochi University, 
2 high schools, 3 junior 
highs and 5 elementary 
schools. It has a mix of 
old businesses with their 
elderly owners and cus-
tomers, college kids living in apartments 
scattered throughout, and newer residential 
areas with many young families. Also, call-
ing it Asakura Kirisuto Kyokai sounded too 
plain. So I called it Asakura Yorokobi (Joy) 
Kirisuto Kyokai. I wanted the church to be 
filled with the joy of the Lord, a joy that is 

unaffected by circumstances.
The next year I started another church 

in the eastern part of Kochi City, also in 
cooperation with Ralph Cox. We called it 
Ikku (the residential area it was in) Nozomi 
(Hope) Kirisuto Kyokai. 
We found a home to 
rent that was easily vis-
ible from the central bus 
terminal and on the way 
to the elementary school. 
A woman in the neigh-
borhood was the main 
person involved there.

Both churches now 
have Japanese pastors 
and are completely out 
of our hands. But the 
circumstances under 
which we ‘passed the 
baton’ were very differ-
ent.

The Mistake
Of course, I know that God can (and does) 
use even our mistakes for His glory. But I 
believe there are certain things that I did that 
could have been done differently. Let me 
explain.

From the very beginning, the Ikku and 
Asakura churches were considered one 
church, meeting in two locations. The Ikku 
church only had 1 member, with 3-5 peo-
ple attending on a Sunday. Asakura had 5 
members or so, with about 10 coming each 
week. We were running full programs at both 

churches—church service 
and Bible Study as well 
as English and cooking 
classes.

In 1986, we were 
approached by the pas-
tor of a large church in 
Takamatsu. One of his 
assistant pastors wanted 
to have a church of his 
own to pastor. He was 
wondering if he could 
come to pastor the Ikku 
Church (though we had 
moved to a larger house, 
the Asakura Church was 

still meeting in our home).
We talked with the church people and 

others, and decided to invite him to come as 
pastor of the church (not in one location, but 
the one church meeting in two locations). 
We didn’t feel it was fair to have him come to 

just Ikku, as it only had 1 member, and the 
income was not sufficient to support him. 
But the income from both churches could, 
since the church was paying for the rent and 
utilities at the Ikku Church.

So, he came in April 
of 1986, just after he 
had gotten married. The 
understanding was that 
he was to be the pastor 
of the ‘church’ (in both 
locations) and I was to 
continue as the mis-
sionary. Nothing was 
written down, though, 
and nothing was done 
about dividing the duties 
that I had up until that 
time. This turned out to 
be a major mistake. We 
decided to meet about 
once a week to discuss 

church policy and evangelism, etc.
At first, I preached 3 Sundays a month 

and he once. He came with me to both the 9 
a.m. service at Ikku and the 11 a.m. service at 
Asakura each week. Gradually, we took turns 
preaching, so every week we were each at a 
different church.

As time went along, though, a rift seemed 
to develop between us. The pastor’s wife was 
always very supportive of us, but her husband 
seemed to always be strongly forcing his ideas 
on us. Our times together were less discus-
sions and planning than his coming up with 
some idea that didn’t sound like it would 
work, and my trying to talk him out of it! 
What a way to cooperate!

I think there are many reasons why things 
did not work out between us. One was the 
fact that although I had more experience in 
church-planting (he had none, having been 
an assistant pastor for a large church for two 
years), he was older than I. In Japan, you 
usually defer to your elders, but in this situa-
tion, I was the one who “knew” what to do, 
so it would be natural for him to be asking 
me about things. Instead, he tried to force his 
opinions on me, to “prove” that he was older.

The other major reason was one of my 
own making. Since I was “new” at inviting a 
pastor or even working with one, I was rather 
naïve in my thinking. I thought that we had 
invited him as a “pastor”, but that I was still 
the “missionary” of the church. Of course, 
simply put, that was true. He was working 
with people of his own culture, thus he was 
pastor. I was working with people not of my 

My parents were 
always in church

planting. 
Therefore, I did not really 
know what an established 
church in Japan was like.

…he was older than me. 
In Japan, 

you usually defer 
to your elders, 

but in this situation, 
I was the one 

who ‘knew’ what to do.
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own culture, thus I was a missionary. But 
we were working with the same people, and 
there was no real delineation of what either a 
pastor or missionary was 
to do.

In fact, it turned out 
that we each were trying 
to “do our own thing”. 
The problem was, what 
each of us was trying to 
do, the other was trying 
to do as well! It seemed 
like everything that I 
thought a missionary 
should do, he thought 
a pastor should do. For 
instance, I thought that 
I should be doing the 
“visitation”, checking 
individually on members 
and others who came, 
since I knew everyone. But since he had 
nothing else to do, HE wanted to do that. 
Of course, when I think about it now, it 
was natural for him to want to visit each 
one and try to find out where they were 
spiritually, etc., so he could be of more help 
to them. But at the time, I took it as an 
“invasion” into my realm of activities.

Of course, the pastor came with a set 
of pre-conceived ideas about what a pastor 
should be and do. These were based on his 
past experience under pastors as a believer, 
his training in seminary and his experience 
under a pastor as his assistant. And, of course, 
I too had my own set of pre-conceived ideas 
about what a pastor should do AND about 
my role as a missionary.

I had thought that we should be equals. 
My home church in Oregon, though Baptist, 
had “elder rule”. The seven pastors were 
called “elders” and they ran the church. 
Decisions were made by consensus. If all were 
not in agreement on something, they would 
not make a decision, believing that either 
the timing was wrong or it wasn’t something 
God wanted them to do. Perhaps it was ide-
alistic, but I thought the pastor and I could 
have that kind of relationship.

But, as it turned out, his ideas were vastly 
different from mine, especially in the all-
important area of how to do evangelism. It 
seemed like we could never come to a con-
sensus, even though that is valued so much in 
Japan. We gradually began to drift apart. We 
didn’t meet much anymore. By the fall, we 
had separated in all but name. We still went 
to speak at each other’s church, though only 

once a month now. The church continued to 
support him, not by giving him a salary, but 
by paying his rent and utilities. He had said 

he had enough to live on.
We began to think 

about officially separat-
ing. The Ikku Church, 
though, could not really 
support a pastor with 
only one member. But 
the Asakura Church 
could. Then I realized 
that most of the mem-
bers of the Asakura 
Church could go to Ikku 
as well (most had cars 
and/or lived on that side 
of town). So we asked 
all the members of the 
Asakura Church to go to 
Ikku. They agreed. There 

were 8 members in all in the Ikku Church as 
of April, 1987. The church is still continuing, 
though its membership is drastically reduced. 
They are an independent church, but very 
loosely affiliated with a national group of 
churches.

We then basically had no one at the 
Asakura Church. But that was fine with me, 
because I was the missionary! It was part of 
my job description to start a church up “from 
scratch.” Which is what we did.

The separation left a bad taste in every-
one’s mouth. And I still 
feel it was a mistake that 
could have been pre-
vented. But how? What 
could we have done? 
What did we learn from 
this “mistake”? Let me 
share some things.

The Lessons Learned
The first lesson, I guess, is 
to try and make sure who 
you are calling as a pastor. 
It is not always possible, 
but maybe things would 
have  worked  more 
smoothly if I had asked 
more questions about 
him in the first place.

Personalities are important as well. It’s not 
that one HAS to like who they are working 
with, but it sure helps. And having person-
alities that you enjoy (we didn’t enjoy each 
other’s) is a great place to start.

Next, we should have made sure what each 

person involved was supposed to do. There 
should be a detailed job description for each 
person. Not only for the one coming in, but 
for the ones who have been there before. It 
may not be written down, but it should at 
least be talked about and agreed upon.

In particular, I think there should be a 
plan whereby the missionary is gradu-
ally phased out of the “picture”, if not the 
church altogether. I think I was too strong; 
I wouldn’t give the pastor enough power or 
responsibility, at least not soon enough. I felt 
that I was in charge, and of course, he felt 
that HE was in charge. Actually, I think that 
having the pastor in charge from the begin-
ning is best. The missionary can then spend 
his time getting the pastor adjusted to things 
instead of the day-to-day routine. Especially 
in Japan, the missionary should “give in” to 
the pastor in most things. If he can’t, then 
they will have to separate, but the timing of 
that should be carefully planned.

The Success
Not that success is what we are striv-
ing for; it is the building up of Christ’s 
Body, the Church, for which we strive. 
If that goes smoothly, that’s all the 
better!

Our “success story” involves the Asakura 
Church again. After starting from zero in 
1987, we had about 5 members by 1991. 
Close to ten people were attending regularly 

and our living room was 
getting too small.

We  had  s t a r t ed 
another church in an 
apartment in the north-
ern Kochi City in April, 
1987, but after almost 5 
years of working there, 
there was little fruit. 
Only one girl was com-
ing who had become 
a Christian in South 
Carolina.  Even the 
English classes didn’t 
have many people com-
ing to them. We decided 
to close that church 
and use the rent/utili-

ties money for a place to move the Asakura 
Church into.

In January, 1992, we moved the church to 
a new location, very close to Kochi University 
and near the bus, streetcar and train. It had 
been a coffee shop and included a 4-room 
living area behind for the “owner” of the 

…we should have 
made sure what 

each person involved was 
supposed to do. There 

should be a detailed job 
description for each per-

son. 

He was working 
with people 

of his own culture; 
thus he was pastor. 
I was working with 

people not of my own 
culture; thus I was 

a missionary. 
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shop, with its own separate entry. It was just 
perfect for our needs and the Lord provided 
in a miraculous way so that we only had to 
pay as much as we had been paying for the 
small apartment in the north part of town.

As we all know from working here in 
Japan, you never know when suddenly there 
will be growth. After 10 years of ministry up 
till then and only 4 baptisms, 1992 saw 7 
people baptized as members of the Asakura 
Church! We still haven’t broken that record. 
Of course, the fact that 10 in our living 
room was “pushing the 
limits” and the fact that 
the new location allowed 
for many more was also a 
factor in this growth. We 
even had 69 pack into the 
church for a concert with 
Rutsuko Honda!

By 1993, I was think-
ing about what to do in 
regards to the future of 
the church. I wanted to 
hand over the church to 
a Japanese pastor. But the 
loose organization we had 
been a member of was combining with some 
other groups and changing based on some 
presuppositions that I was finding untenable. 
I began looking around at other organiza-
tions. I have always wanted to be involved 
with a group of churches, for fellowship and 
mutual growth, if for no other reason.

In my search, I began to check out the 
Domei, the church organization started by 
TEAM, along with the Swiss and Swedish 
Alliance Missions. A Domei church in 
Okayama was moving along the lines we 
were thinking of, so we began going to the 
Domei Kansai Block Pastors’ Meetings and 
attending area events. As a result, the Asakura 
Church joined the Domei in March of 1994.

From the very beginning, we had asked 
the Domei to consider sending a pastor to us. 
To prepare for a pastor, I felt that we needed 
more organization in the church. Until that 
time, a young man and I took turns leading 
the worship service and we had 4 separate 
committees to run the church. But every-
one was responsible to me alone. Then, I 
was reading in Exodus 18 where Jethro was 
urging his son-in-law Moses to divide the 
responsibilities. I felt God wanted us to do 
that. We had about 12 members by that time, 
but they were mainly new believers. Believing 
only men should be leaders in the church, we 
chose two men to be “Servants” (we felt we 

couldn’t call them deacons, because they were 
new Christians, having come to the Lord in 
1992). They were each given responsibility 
for two of the committees.

But as fiscal 1995 drew closer, it looked 
like there was no possibility of a pastor com-
ing. Suddenly, in February of that year, one 
of the pastors in our block told me that the 
Domei Board of Directors was still con-
sidering sending a pastor to us! That was 
a surprise. As it turned out, a man came 
from Tokyo in February to candidate and 

the church people liked 
him. The “Servants” sent 
him an official letter of 
invitation and he came 
in April, 1995.

That began a rela-
tionship that I think was 
sound and a model for 
future “handing-over” 
situations. The first 
thing we did (as a group 
of four—the pastor and 
I with our wives) was 
to sit down and discuss 
how things should oper-

ate. From the very beginning, I made it clear 
that I would leave full responsibility with the 
pastor. The church had called him to be their 
pastor (they hadn’t called me; I had called 
THEM—to salvation!), so I would follow his 
lead. I was willing to be helpful, but I didn’t 
want to do anything he 
didn’t want me to.

Surprisingly (at least 
from my previous experi-
ence), the pastor wanted 
me to relinquish my 
duties to him slowly. He 
wanted me to preach 
every other week, to 
continue to be on the 
“Servants” board and to 
continue the other activi-
ties I had. As he saw me 
in action, he would grad-
ually take over, as was 
the case with my wife’s 
Women’s Bible Study 
and a meeting where a 
member invited her neighbors in for a Bible 
time.

My emphasis was on prayer, hav-
ing 12-hour Prayer and Praise Days every 
quarter and special prayer times after 

Continued on Page 16
Continued from Page 11

the worship service, among other things. He 
wanted me to teach him what I knew, so he 
could “catch my vision”. His “thing” was the 
“Little Shepherd” movement and he wanted 
me to catch his vision. As we learned from 
each other, we could present a united “front” 
to the church members.

I went with him to introduce him to most 
of the evangelical pastors in Kochi City. And 
we worked together on counseling people 
in the church, especially two women who 
were thinking of marrying non-Christian 
men. Also, we took turns preaching at special 
meetings.

We met together with he and his wife 
every week to discuss how to run the church 
and what we wanted to do in the future. 
There seemed to be a camaraderie among 
us that made it easy to work together. Part 
of that was the fact that we were similar 
ages, with the pastor being about half a year 
younger. He had also been a pastor for 16 
years and I for 15. Our children were similar 
ages, as well. In fact, our church had more 
children than adults, with about 15 in church 
each week!

By the fall, he was gradually taking over 
many responsibilities. I only preached once 
a month. In July, my wife and I started a 
new work in our newly built house in Ino, 
just west of Kochi City. Though I had not 
expected it, the pastor applied to the Domei 
for “dendo-sho” status, making Tenno New 

Life Chapel a “daughter” 
church of Asakura Joy 
Christ Church.

As we had after-
noon Sunday School 
and an evening meeting 
at Tenno, we could still 
attend Sunday School 
and church service at 
Asakura. In fact, we were 
asked to attend. And 
the pastor (often with 
his family) came to our 
meetings.

That situation lasted 
through March of the 
next year. From April 
of the second year, 

we changed things a little bit. We decided 
to start Sunday School in the morning at 
Tenno, so we only went to Asakura for the 
morning worship service. I still spoke there 
once a month.

Also, I continued to be involved with the 
“Servants” meeting. My wife continued to 

To prepare 
for a pastor, 
I felt that we 
needed more 

organization in the 
church.

The first thing we did (as 
a group of four—the pas-

tor and I 
with our wives) 
was to sit down 

and discuss 
how things should oper-

ate. 
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The subject which I am to intro-
duce and present for discussion is 
“Effective Personal Work.” This is 

not my task by virtue of expertness in this 
type of ministry or because of being success-
ful above others, but rather, at least in part, 
the task is mine due to my conviction that 
this ministry is crucial and that to fail here is 
to fail in the whole. 

I. Primary Prerequisites 
It seems to me that there are certain funda-
mental propositions which must be stated as 
a background to our discussion. 

A. A Knowledge of the Comprehensiveness 
of our Task 

It seems to me that this personalized minis-
try must first of all be motivated by the firm 
conviction that our definition of the mis-
sionary task renders it indispensable.

“Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations.” Matt. 29:19. 

Here is to be found Christ’s directive to 
His own. It is not simply to make known 
the good news, nor is it merely to give 
instruction or direction. Rather, it is to make 
disciples—observant, obedient disciples of 
Jesus Christ. 

I am reminded of the prayer of a Congo 
missionary. “God hasten the day when we 
will see Christ traversing these jungle trails in 
black skin.” No less will do. Even a cursory 
look at the Gospels will reveal that our Lord 
neither neglected the multitudes nor over-
looked the individuals. Constantly we see 
Him withdrawing from the crowd to school 
the disciple. 

It may be fairly questioned whether we are 
by example and teaching raising up personal 
workers in our churches. Do we have a bal-
anced emphasis? Do we give the impression 
that statistics and numbers are all-important? 
Is personal evangelism itself relegated to times 
and seasons rather than meeting men where 
and as they are with a Christian witness? Are 
we in danger of loving man in the abstract 
and neglecting the one at our door? 

B. There must be a spiritual 
preparation. 

This is so obviously necessary that it is useless 
to talk about effective personal work without 
it. It is here that we recognize that human 
resources are limited at best. Proficiency in 
language, insight into the Japanese psychol-
ogy, knowledge of comparative religions, 
ability in argumentation can be spiritually 

sterile. There must be a recognition of the 
primacy of prayer, the authority of the Word 
and our reliance upon the Spirit. If man by 
wisdom knows not God, it is anachronistic 
to put too much confidence in a reasoned 
approach. 

Friends, when we try to disciple a man 
for Christ we are asking for a miracle spelled 
with capital letters. Here is a Japanese doctor, 
farmer, student, or merchant. God has put 
him or her within the sphere of my ministry 
and given me his ear. It will be a miracle if 
he is transformed into the likeness of Christ 
Jesus. That should bend my knees, open 
my Bible, and break my heart. And when it 
does, a miracle may happen. 

C. A patient waitng for fruit. 
Five years ago a young man with a glowing 
personality and warm testimony suddenly 
left our Christian fellowship. He was ada-
mant in his decision. Nothing could bring 
him back. Two months ago I received a letter 
from him stating that he was coming back 
to the Lord. Four weeks ago I sat with him 
in his home, several hundred miles from 
my own. He said, “As soon as I returned to 
the church, I wrote you. I knew you were 
concerned.” He was right. For four years 
as the Spirit brought him to mind, we had 
prayed. And God’s Holy Spirit answered, 
and reminded him that someone was con-
cerned. 

Patience is not to be equated with indif-
ference or unconcern. Rather, it takes lessons 

from the longsuffering of God. It has learned 
that the Spirit is sovereign, that “the wind 
bloweth where it listeth.” It prays; it pleads; 
and it patiently waits for fruit. 

D. An understanding of our Japanese friend 
and his problems. 

Does it seem trite to say that among those 
things which a fisherman must know is fish! 
A fisher of men must know men. A fisher of 
Japanese men must know Japanese men. 

We recognize that we are here on the 
King’s business or else we have no business 
being here. We are concerned. We long to 
lead men to Christ because we have learned 
to love Him and He has taught us to love 
them. 

It is my belief that our Japanese friends 
recognize a depth of conviction, a heart of 
concern when they see it and that this will 
be the greatest factor, humanly speaking, 
in effectiveness. But it is this very concern 
which motivates my desire to know him bet-
ter and to learn as much as possible of the 
complexities of his psychology, the intrica-
cies of his thinking, the accruements of his 
culture. 

II. Perennial Problems 
When we deal with an individual, various 
interwoven factors are involved at once. 

A. Communication 
This further breaks down: 

1. Language: Here we all recognize a most 
important and crucial factor to effective per-
sonal work. And most of us would readily 
admit inadequacies. The problem is even 
more acute in the farm areas. The missionary 
who can understand the farmer who works 
the field adjacent to his home deserves a 
medal of honor. 

2. Meaning: We must face the fact 
that while our words ideally signify what 
we understand from them, they practically 
mean what the hearer infers from them. 
Ideally and theoretically I have said what 
I intended; actually I have said what he 
understood. Take common words like God, 
justice, holiness, sin, salvation, heaven. What 
do individuals A, B and C understand from 
these words? We may seem to agree and yet 
be poles apart. 

In this regard we must: 1) Bring our-
selves back to the fundamentals. We must 
sit where this particular Japanese sits and 
start from there. This may be tiresome, but 
it is essential. We cannot build on sand. 2) 

NUGGET
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We must be clear in our own thinking. For 
example, God not only comes before sin, but 
sin comes before sins. One is the root, the 
other is the fruit. Are we clear on the distinc-
tion? 3) We must be students of differences. 
What are the likely misunderstandings? 4) 
We must attempt to discover this individu-
al’s understanding of the various important 
concepts.

3. Getting to the problem: If one prob-
lem is to attain mutual understanding on 
what is said, another is to try to get at what 
is not said. Quite possibly this will be most 
important. Our Japanese friend particularly 
has a reluctance to speak to the heart of his 
problem. 

B. Religion 
Let us here distinguish between the teaching 
or doctrinal content of religion and the cul-
tural accompaniments. To put this into focus 
I will quote Dr. T. N. Callaway. “The average 
Japanese Buddhist has given little attention 
to the doctrinal content of the religion which 
he receives automatically as a family heritage. 
Aside from weddings, funerals, occasional vis-
its to the temple to say masses for the dead or 
to celebrate some special festival, the common 
Buddhist has scanty contact with his religion.” 
(cf. The World-View of Japanese Buddhism
JCQ April, 1958.) Or, to quote Mr. J. Natori: 
“Take away the superstitious observations 
of most people not Christians in Japan and 
their remaining religious belief is all but non-
existent” (Historical Stories of Christianity in 
Japan, p. 173). 

On the other hand there are those 
adherents of other religions who are both 
well-informed and thoroughly convinced. 
And there are sects such as Soka Gakkai 
which place strong emphasis on a polemic 
approach and on certain scriptures held to 
be sacred. 

These considerations give rise to a num-
ber of questions germane to our discussion. 
To what extent must the missionary be 
versed in other religions? How important is 
it to determine the position of the individual 
inquirer as concerns other religions? 

Further, how shall we regard competi-
tive religions? Shall we denounce? Argue? 
Explicate differences? Is it safe to build on 
seeming similarities? 

C. Psychology 
When Mr. Kazutake Watanabe says “As an 
established religion, Buddhism is dead, but 
the spirit and philosophy is in every drop 

of Japanese blood” (JCQ April, 1958); he 
has pointed out our concern at this point. 
Confucianism and Shinto exert strong influ-
ence here also. Nor should it be forgotten 
that secularism, materialism and hedonism 
are at high tide. 

Think of the negation of the individ-
ual in Japanese culture in contrast with 
the Christian emphasis on the individual’s 
responsibility toward God. How can this gap 
be bridged? 

Think of the motivational patterns. A 
respected Japanese pastor said to me, 
“Remember this. The average Japanese today 
has no serious thoughts about the future. 
He is just concerned with the problems of 
today.” 

Jean Stoetze l  in  “Without  the 
Chrysanthemum and the Sword” says: “...
it appears that what we call religious needs, 
while not unknown to Japanese, are an 
exceptional element in their psychology” 
(p. 192). We have heard at least one veteran 
missionary take exception to this. But we 
are all aware that many new sects put strong 
emphasis on healings, prosperity, etc. 

What is our primary appeal? Can we 
awaken (or assist in the awakening of) latent 
motivations? These are important questions. 
And there is another. What admirable quali-
ties of character in our Japanese friends can 
be built upon in bringing them to faith and 
Christian fruitfulness?

D. Philosophy 
Here again we could ask many questions. I 
will take one which I feel to be basic. Again 
I quote from Professor Watanabe (op. cit.) 
“There is no ‘truth.’ Truths are always plural 
and momental. There is no eternal criterion 
of truth.... History of theology, philosophy, 
ethics shows constant strife and change. 
With all limitations, no human being can 
say, ‘It is true’.” Such skepticism is by no 
means confined to Japan, but is particularly 
deep and wide spread here if Watanabe and 
others are correct. Yet the ultimate polemic 
for Christianity must forever be that it is 
true. How shall we proceed? 

III. Practical Pointers 
1. Be convinced but not cantankerous 

and contentious. One can know the lim-
itations of any system of apologetics and 
yet have a deep, personal conviction that is 
peculiarly communicative. “I know Whom I 
have believed.” 

2. Don’t forget a personal testimony. We 

are witnesses. 
3. Be a good listener as well as a good 

speaker. Find out what your friend believes, 
what he understands from certain words, his 
personal problems, etc. 

4. Remember the variety of individual 
differences. Discard the stereotypes. 

5. Take people to the point to which we 
are equipped to take them. The best that 
most of us can do will still leave the avid 
inquirer with a mountain of questions and 
problems. Remember we have allies in that 
there are many wise, experienced, concerned 
Japanese Christian workers. Don’t forget that 
a silent ally is a good Christian book! Perhaps 
there is one addressed to his particular prob-
lem. Is there a Christian broadcast on your 
station? Why not encourage your friend to 
listen in? 

6. Don’t falter for fear of failure. 

David Hesselgrave, a former missionary to 
Japan, is professor of missions emeritus at Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield, Illinois, 
and the author of more than 200 books.



M A N G A 
Taken from booklet “Megumi 
No Ame”November 1999

No other country has a manga (car-
toon) culture similar to that of 
Japan! While in the West cartoons 

are normally read by children only, in Japan 
they are read by most every age group on 
any social level. About one-third of every-
thing published is in the manga form, and 
a staggering 2,100,000,000 copies are sold 
every year. With an average thickness of 2 
cm per book/magazine (in actuality it is 
probably more than that), these books if 
stacked on top of each other would make 
11,122 mountains the height of Mt. Fuji. 
If stacked in a bookshelf they would stretch 
approximately 14 times the distance between 
Hokkaido and Okinawa. The awesome figure 
of 2,1000,000,000 manga books/magazines 
means that 16.6 copies for every man and 
woman, boy and girl are being sold yearly. 
The three top-selling manga alone have a 
total turnover of 10,000,000 copies every 
single week.

These enormous amounts of books/
magazines are without doubt having a deep 
impact on this nation, and we know that 
their influence is not for good. The major-
ity of the manga magazines and books 
are filled with violence and sex, and some 
deal with the occult. Evil forces are almost 
entirely dominating a widespread medium, 
which in itself is not evil.

What have we as Christians done to 
change the tide?

The answer is: almost nothing!
What have we come up with as a coun-

termeasure? The answer, unfortunately, is 
still the same. Only to a negligible extent 

have we made use of the powerful manga 
media. We have been sitting on the fence. 
While bookshelves and racks in conve-
nience stores, kiosks and bookstore are 
filled with cartoon materials, there simply 
is not a Christian copy to be found. We 
just have not been able to come up with an 
alternative to all the violence, nakedness, 
filth and dirt. Our absence from the scene 
of influence is screaming at us.

Why is this? I can only answer for 
myself. Considering doing something 
about the matter, I have backed off because 
of all the difficulties. Who would possibly 
be able to draw cartoons of high enough 
quality? What stories would we feature that 
would be exciting and interesting enough? 
Where would we be able to find editors 
for such a specialized task? How would we 
be able to come up with all the finances 
needed, and how would we be able to enter 
the market and sell large amounts of a 
Christian manga magazine? My questions 
were many, but the answers few. Actually, 
the more we investigated the possibilities, 
the more difficult it seemed to be to launch 
a project of a magnitude that would stem 
the tide and truly make a difference for the 
spread of the Gospel in this country.

This is where God enters the picture. I 
came to the conclusion that if He wants us 
to start publishing a monthly or bi-weekly 
manga magazine, then, of course, it can 
be done! Certainly, He can supply able 
partners, capable artists and editors, ideas, 
know-how, favor, finances and all that is 
needed. He can enable us to make exten-

sive use of the Internet, and by His grace 
and to His glory we will do it!

Let us face it. We are not getting the job 
of evangelism done by conventional meth-
ods only. The number of true believers in 
Japan is probably still no more than 0.3% 
of the population. The number of churches 
is not increasing, and we are not publishing 
what most of the population are reading.

A Christian cartoon magazine cannot 
have the cross or an evangelistic message 
on every page. Unlike most other Christian 
publications, the majority of copies sent 
out nationwide would have to be pur-
chased by the non-Christians themselves. 
Consequently, it would need to be interest-
ing and exciting, yet with the purpose of 
spreading the good news of Jesus Christ, 
the Gospel would also have to be clearly 
portrayed.

We still have more questions than 
answers. The people to do the job are 
not in place, and the finances have not 
been found. What we do have, however, 
is a vision to publish on a regular basis 
large amounts of magazines in the form 
that people will read. We simply desire 
to spread the good news of Jesus Christ 
in a new way to people whom we would 
otherwise not reach. In order to do this we 
first and foremost need the prayers of all of 
Japan’s Christians. We need talented artists 
and editors, idea-men and net engineers to 
come forward, and we need finances. If we, 
as God’s children, see the tremendous need 
and the wonderful possibilities and oppor-
tunities afforded to us and we pull the load 

14 ❄ Japan Harvest — Winter 2002



Japan Harvest — Winter 2002 ❄ 15

together, certainly God will enable us to 
do it! We are talking about a very large 
and difficult project, and we are on the 
same side as the ONE for whom nothing 
is impossible.

Postscript
Since the above article was written much 
has happened. First of all, two manga con-
tests have been held, and a good number of 
Christian artists have committed to work 
with us on this large-scale project. We 
did, however, feel there was too big a gap 
between the level of the Christian artists 
and the professional secular ones, so over 
a period of half a year, six manga seminars 
were held. 

If we were to delay the start of the pub-
lication until all the problems were solved 
and all the pieces of the puzzle fell into 
place, we felt we would probably never get 
started, so we opted for a less ambitious 
start with a gradual escalation. We decided 
to start with a series of low-cost manga 

books, and in July, 2001 the first one, 
FUKEMON, was launched. During 2002 
five similar books will be published, and in 
2003 this will increase to twelve editions. 
From there the project will develop into a 
monthly magazine.

A COMIC CLUB has been formed, 
and Christians are invited to commit to 
purchase at least 10 copies of each issue for 
their own evangelism. During the first half-
year, 20,000 copies of FUKEMON were 
sold, and momentum is building. The goal 
remains the same – to saturate this nation 
with the good news through a medium 
that people will read. Yes, we even plan 
to export the Japanese Christian manga 
to a number of nations where this form 
of literature has already become popular. 
The potential is therefore tremendous, and 
we ask for prayer for this truly important 
project.

Roald Lidal, 
Director of New Life League

by our little church, God in His mercy 
gave her a healing touch and she was can-
cer free for years. But not forever. I buried 
her just before her 67th birthday. Shortly 
before she died, I asked Ruth what had 
surprised her about life. She said how soon 
it was over…how fast she had come to 
death’s door. As a young pastor, I was taken 
back and didn’t quite know what to say. 
So I then asked her what she was look-
ing forward to that day, thinking that I 
might distract her from what seemed to me 
to be such a negative thought. And Ruth 
answered with great Christian courage, 
“I am looking forward to going home. I 
know where I am going!”

This message was given at the C&MA Home 
Assignment Seminar, Colorado Springs, 
Colorado (USA), and is being used by permis-
sion. Dr. Stephen Elliot is Senior Pastor of First 
Alliance Church, Lexington, Kentucky (USA). 
Dr. Elliot hails from Canada. 

We want to thank our 
faithful proofreaders for 
their help over the past 
year!
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attend the weekly women’s fellowship.
The next year (the third), we separated 

the churches even more. We started a morn-
ing worship service at Tenno as well. That 
meant that we didn’t go to Asakura very 
often. It was decided that we at Tenno 
were to go to the morning worship ser-
vice at Asakura once a month. I only spoke 
at Asakura every once in a while, though 
I was still on the “servant” board. My 
wife, Toshiko, did not go to the women’s 
fellowship at Asakura anymore, either.

Thus, we began to “extricate” ourselves 
from the Asakura church. I’d like to be able 
to say that we still have a good relationship 
with that church, but I really can’t. Some 
things came up (unrelated to the church 
itself ) that caused estrangement between us 
and the pastor and his wife. And as of April, 
1999, the Tenno church has been totally 
independent from the Asakura church.

We still are on fairly good terms with 
many of the members at Asakura, and are 
hoping that God brings us closer together 
again, in His will. I would really like to 
write an article in the future on how to 
have a good ongoing relationship with a 
church you started, but I can’t yet.

In spite of the difficulties we have 
now, though, I think that the transfer of 
leadership from us as missionaries to a 
Japanese pastor went really well. In fact, 
in April, 2001, the original pastor was 
transferred to Saitama and another pastor 
and his wife took his place. The church 
successfully made the “transfer” between 
Japanese pastors. I find satisfaction in 
knowing that the church we started has 
now “made the grade” and is a fully inde-
pendent church lead by Japanese.

The Lessons Learned
Go slowly. From the outside, it might 
have looked like we were just letting 
things happen. But we were purposefully 
taking it slow and changing things gradu-
ally. In fact, for the first month, we kept the 
order of service and the bulletin exactly the 
same as it had been with me. Actually, that 
was one area I had taken pains with. Even 
from the start of the church, the order of 
service and most other things we did were 
purposely done in the way a Japanese pastor 
probably would do them. Ralph Cox had 
told me that if the way you do things doesn’t 
change much, it is easier for the people to 
handle the change in leadership.

We gradually made changes, but I was 

always involved in those, as was the pastor. 
In this way, the existing members felt at ease 
with the changes. And by being in the morn-
ing service at Asakura every Sunday for the 
first two years, we were “there” to be a part of 
the changes.

Be Willing to Completely Let Go
This was the major difference from our 
earlier “mistake.” And it is precisely this 
that led to the “success”, I think. Because 
I was willing to give the pastor all the 
responsibility, he felt comfortable enough 
to ask me to continue with many of my 
responsibilities. What a privilege!

Other Lessons Learned
As mentioned before, this time we DID 
make sure who we were calling. Of course, 

being a member of a “group” and having 
the board of directors sending a man made 
things easier. We as a church were glad that 
the new pastor seemed able to work with 
children and had a burden for helping 
people with their private devotions. Those 
were areas we needed work on.

Personality-wise, we were a “good fit”. 
In fact, we were both surprised when we 
drove to our first block pastors’ meeting 
in Okayama (a two-hour drive each way) 
together. We each told our wives, “He talked 
the whole time in the car, up there and 

back!” Of course, having many of the same 
strong points, we tended to have similar weak 
points. But our wives helped “pick up the 
slack”. Thank God for wives!

Though there was nothing written in the 
way of a job description, we did spend time 
each week praying and discussing the church 
and our roles in regard to it. Naturally, my 
handing over all the responsibility to the pas-
tor helped a great deal.

As I “phased out” of the church, the pas-
tor slowly filled my position until he was 
ready to completely take over. Since this was 
gradual, it created a smooth transition. Of 
course, there are many times when there is 
no overlap. But from my experience, being 
able to hand things over gradually seems the 
best for all involved.

In Conclusion
I realize that the circumstances under 
which we “passed the baton” to a 
Japanese pastor are specific, so it is hard 
to generalize. And in fact, it is differ-
ent in every situation. I also am not 
an analytical person, so perhaps there 
are more things that could be said. But 
I have tried to portray things as I see 
them, so that you can come to your 
own conclusions. May HE continue 
His work of building His church in our 
needy country! To Him be all the glory 
and praise.

Ken and Toshiko Reddington are in the 
process of starting a new church in Ino, the 
town just west of Kochi City, with 26,000 
population and no church (60,000 in the 
“gun” (county) with no witness).

Even from the start 
of the church, 

the order of service 
and most other things 
we did were purposely 

done in the way 
a Japanese pastor 

probably would do them. 
Ralph Cox had told me 

that if the way you do things 
doesn’t change much, 

it is easier for the people 
to handle the change 

in leadership.
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Thoughts for the New Year
Each moment is the meeting place of two eternities.

His Unfailing Presence
Another year I enter, its history unknown;
Oh, how my feet would tremble, to tread its paths alone!
But I have heard a whisper, I know I shall be blest;
‘My presence shall go with thee, And I will give thee rest.’
What will the New Year bring me? I may not, must not know;
Will it be love and rapture, or loneliness and woe?
Hush! Hush! I hear His whisper; I surely shall be blest;
‘My presence shall go with thee, And I will give thee rest.’

  —Selected

“No matter what a man's past may have been, his future is spotless.”
  —John R. Rice
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JEMA & JEA

From the President’s Pencil

As you continue with your winter’s 
work and look forward to spring, I 
hope you are are feeling as I am that 

a spiritual spring is just around the corner. I 
was talking recently with a leading Japanese 
Christian who felt that many Japanese are 
being forced by their circumstances to think 
seriously about life in general and spiritual 
issues in particular. The vastness of the social 
problems, the economic difficulties many are 
facing, and even Mr. Koizumi’s call for “revo-
lution” have heightened the realization that 
something is wrong in this country. Whether 
or not the general populace will seek after 
Christ depends to some extent on our prayers 
and imaginative use of evangelism. I trust 
we will increasingly see churches which are 
not defensive, but are clearly trusting in the 
power of the gospel to save, reaching out 
to those around them with the life-chang-
ing message which is found in and through 
Christ and Him crucified.

Plans for the Soccer World Cup evangeli-
sim are well underway and we trust that these 
effort will have a world- wide impact.

There will be no JEMA Summer 
Conference in Karuizawa in 2002. The 
Deeper Life Conference will be held as usual. 

In 2003 it is hoped to have a completely 
new effort to meet the needs of the changing 
situation, and the changing way missionar-
ies spend their summers. This is still in the 
planning stages and we would value prayer 
and suggestions for making the combined 
effort involving JEMA, Deeper Life and the 
Karuizawa Union Church something which 
would really meet the needs of the missionary 
community. Please send all ideas, however 
ridiculous they may seem, to the JEMA 
office. This is a marvellous opportunity to do 
something fresh and different. More details 
when things become clearer.

The Bible is clear that if we press on with 
the job of sowing the good seed then we shall 
reap. Let us push on in that confidence.

Your fellow struggler,
             Paul.

Event Date Place

JEMA Mission Leader’s Consultation February 24-26, 2002 Fukuin no Ie

JEMA Plenary February 26, 2002 OCC

Women’s Retreat March 6-8, 2002 Megumi Chalet

Prayer Summit East  May 14 - 17, 2002 Okutama Bible Chalet

Prayer Summit West May 20 - 23, 2002 Hiruzen Bible Camp

JEMA Datebook 2002

NEXT ISSUE 
Spring 2002 will feature 
Honshu/Kanto Region with 
a sub-feature on CPI (Church 
Planting Institute)

Deadline for articles 
February 28, 
mailing set for mid-April. We 
are looking for 
articles on such subjects as: 
superstitions, rising national-
ism, aging society, returnees, 
hymnal & the Bible, Christian 
education & home schooling. 
Also, please keep writing about 
your ministries and how God is 
equipping you! 

the editor



Prayer Summit
A Spiritual 
“Second Honeymoon”
By: Daniel Reddington

Men, if you had to make a choice 
between attending a seminar 
on husband-wife relationships 

and going on a “second honeymoon” with 
your wife, which do you think you would 
choose? I know I would choose going on 
that second honeymoon. How about you?

Think back to that first one! Donna’s 
and mine wasn’t spent at any exotic resort, 
but it was still a wonderful time as we 
enjoyed getting to know each other more 
deeply than we could have before our wed-
ding day. Since then, we have occasionally 
been able to get away to enjoy time together 
and, although not exactly like the first hon-
eymoon, it was a real joy to spend time 
focused on our relationship.

To me, the West Japan Prayer Summit 
is like a spiritual “second honeymoon;” 
that is, it’s a time I can enjoy intimate fel-
lowship with the Lord.

In order for my relationship with my 
wife to continue to deepen, we need to 
spend time alone together. But what would 
be even more beneficial would be if we 
could get away from the kids and all our 
regular responsibilities for a few days just 
to enjoy each other and to look at our rela-
tionship more objectively. In the same way, 
I am convinced that even though I spend 
time with the Lord each day, and occasion-
ally spend a full day in prayer, without an 
extended time with the Lord at least once a 
year, it is difficult for my relationship with 
God to continue to deepen to develop as it 
should. 

As I spend time with my wife, I get to 
know her better, but I also get to know 
myself better, too. As Donna, asks me to 
explain my thoughts or actions, I come to 
see myself more from her perspective. In a 
similar way, as I spend time with the Lord, 
I not only get to know Him better, but also 
come to see myself more accurately. 

Each of the seven prayer summits that 
I have attended has served as a spiritual 
“check-up” as the Lord shows me areas 

that I need to submit to His correction and 
healing. These times have also served as a 
“tune-up,” as the Lord has gently led me to 
deal with habits and attitudes that hinder 
my relationship with Him. Though I may 
not learn any new evangelism techniques 
or strategies at a Prayer Summit, I return 
to my family and ministry a changed man. 
I have experienced the truth of the saying, 
“Man is looking for better methods, God 
is looking for better men.” I know of no 
better way to make sure that I continue to 
become a “better man” than by attending 
a Prayer Summit. Spending four days face 
to face with God has a way of changing a 
person!

Sometimes the Lord points out sins 
that I need to confess or areas that I need 
to strengthen in order to have a better 
relationship with Him. At other times, 
the Lord simply allows me to bask in 
His unconditional love and grace as He 
reminds me that He loves me. Though I 
could spend this kind of time with God 
on my own, I have found that it is much 
easier to keep my attention focused on the 
Lord at a Prayer Summit, where there are 
other men who share my desire to go “fur-
ther up and further in” in my relationship 
with the Lord.

A Prayer Summit also allows us to give 
our spiritual and emotional burdens to the 
Lord in an atmosphere of mutual accep-
tance and understanding. This helps us to 
“lay aside the weights which entangle us” 
so that we can then “run with endurance 
the race that is set before us.” That is what 
is so precious about it. And that is why I 
find these times necessary for my spiritual 
well-being.

Not only do we encourage each other 
to stay focused on God during our annual 
4-day Prayer Summit, but we also get 
together several times a year for a morning 
of prayer, called a men’s prayer fellowship 
(MPF). In contrast to the Prayer Summit, it 
is a little more difficult to get as deep into 
our relationship with the Lord when we 
spend only three hours seeking His face. 
These times of prayer, however, help me 
maintain the level of intimacy I developed 
at the Prayer Summit. I also keep in touch 
with several of the other men by e-mail, 
sharing prayer requests and answers.

During the past year, there have been 

MPF’s in three locations throughout West 
Japan. The largest group is the Kansai 
MPF that meets at the Light of Christ 
Church (Kirisuto no Hikari Kyokai) in 
Juso, Osaka. About ten missionaries and 
pastors have been attending each time. The 
second location is Okayama, where about 
five missionaries have been attending the 
MPF held at the Covenant Chapel in the 
Ark Hotel. The third location is at Ken 
Reddington’s home outside Kochi City, 
Shikoku.

We are prayerfully considering the 
possibility of opening up the prayer fel-
lowship in the Kansai area to both men 
and women. If any of you ladies would 
be interested in attending the quarterly 
prayer fellowships, please contact Ken 
Reddington in Kochi (doulos@d1.dion.
ne.jp), Michael Lessard-Clouston in 
Nishinomiya (mlc@kwansei,ac.jp) or me 
in Himeji (VEN11210@nifty.ne.jp). We 
would love to see any and all of you at 
either an MPF or the Prayer Summit or 
both! God bless you as you seek His face.

Daniel and his wife, Donna, have been in Japan 
since 1984. The Reddington’s are independant 
missionaries working in a church planting minis-
try in Himeji-shi, Hyogo-ken.
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Translations

Networking Church Youth
How are we going to reach the youth of today?
How about renting a disco-club room? How about sponsoring an 

event there, not necessarily evangelistic, for the purpose of forming 
relationships with un-churched youth? The youth section of the Japan 
Cell Church Mission Network (JCMN), founded September, 2000, is 
seeking new ways to reach Japan’s young people. At the JCMN semi-
nars and events organized in the Chubu, Kansai and Okinawa areas 
last fall, the special speaker pointed out that in the process of form-
ing the church in the 21st Century several things are important to 
remember. These are (1) nakama ni hairu, or become a friend; (2) kes-
shin or decision; (3) okonai or work. It is necessary to become a friend 
of the non-churched in actions not words. Action is what catches the 
soul of the youth!

One pastor gave testimony to having consistently visited a depart-
ment store, the venue for making friends with youth who regularly 
gathered there. With youth who became his friends, the pastor started 
a new church. Interestingly, the church was not a building, but the 
church was the youth who gather right there at the department store 
where the friendships had started. Q: Where does Jesus live? A: He 
is right in the middle of those who gather in His name, be it two or 
three.

2nd National 
Prayer Breakfast Meeting

In response to the request of the National Christian Prayer 
Breakfast, a special prayer gathering took place after the terror-
ist attack in New York and other places. Christians, members of 
Parliament, businessmen and pastors inside and outside Japan, gath-
ered in Tokyo to unite in prayer on the morning of November 17th. 
Special prayer was offered for: (1) prosperity of nation and reconstruc-
tion of conscience, (2) national leaders, (3) peace in Japan and for the 
world. About 100 Christians attended the prayer breakfast.

Theological Schools & 
Seminaries in Crisis

The birthrate is in decline! Schools are not able to reach their 
quotas; 30% of universities and 50% of junior college are facing dif-
ficulties. Theological schools and seminaries have been hit very hard 
as well. Since Christian schools do not contribute a great deal to the 
economy, the possibility of their having to merge or be discontinued 
is real.

With the decline of Christians in society, Christian school leaders/
management has become more difficult to come by. Then, too, since 
most students wish to attend seminaries and theological schools in big 
cities, enrollment in local provinces is on the decline.

According to the 2002 Christian Information Book published 

by the Christian Shinbun, there are 7,772 churches in Japan. The 
responsibility for every single church is 16,221 people. The great need 
for an increase in the Christian population is urgent, as is the need to 
pray for schools where new workers will be trained.

JEA 4th Conference—
Promotes Evangelism

Youth and Evangelism is the most urgent need of the 21st 
Century. November 5-7, JEA held its second three-day conference. 
This gathering’s venue was in Sendai on the topic of reaching the 
nation’s youth—the need to understand their culture and how to 
approach them. The first conference was held last year under the 
topic of communicating the love of Jesus to Japan’s youth. 

Pastors acknowledge that today’s youth cannot be understood from 
one’s fixed ideas or be reached through one’s own personal style.

A helpful suggestion to remember when approaching this 
Generation X (children born after 1964) is they have no absolute 
truth because of the absence of the ONE who is absolute. Since they 
have no absolutes, self has become the central focus. This is the gen-
eration of “cool down.” Japanese can learn from missionaries since 
they study the culture and history of those they are sent in to love and 
serve.

There are three important things to understand regarding today’s 
youth: (1) they have no confidence in self and no fear of the Holy, the 
only One in whom dignity can be recovered; (2) teachable youth can 
be motivated through evangelism and will connect with the Bible; (3) 
they can do evangelism if trained.

Other conference topics were: how to keep the faith of Christian 
homes, how to evangelize in the Sunday School and problems/meth-
ods of evangelism.

4th Conference on 
Evangelism in Tokai Area

With the theme, “21st Century Challenge—Forming a Church 
& Evangelism, Trials and Prospects,” the conference took place from 
November 5-7. There were 330 pastors and lay-persons in atten-
dance. Of the fourteen workshops offered, the most popular was dono 
yo ni auymeru ka (how to walk together as evangelicals). Other issues 
dealt with problems related to the elderly, Christian women and the 
Church and the Christian education of believers’ children.

J-Passion/Tohoku
“I felt a new breeze come in. I am excited to imagine what will 

happen in the Tohoku Area,” expressed a young woman with eyes 
sparkling.

J-Passion, part of the National Youth Conference on Evangelism, 
took place in Sendai on November 10. Other meetings have been 

Gleanings from 
The Christian Shinbun



held in Osaka, Tokyo, Nagoya and Sapporo with the same purpose—
challenging youth with evangelism. In Sendai, 150 youth gathered to 
give praise, to laugh and have fun, listen and write their decision on a 
card which they then placed on a cross. In the Tohoku Area it is dif-
ficult to contact other Christians, but J-Passion Conferences hope to 
expand net-working among youth and young pastors. It is hoped that 
many more such meetings will be held.

Translated by Mizuko Matsushita, JEMA Executive Office Secretary. She 
has served faithfully since 1984.

Japan Harvest — Winter 2002 ❄ 21

God Gave Me a Life, 
Even Though I am 

Handicapped
Taken from Gospel for the Millions (August)

Driving her electric wheel chair by using her chin, Ms Kaoru 
Yamaguchi, 50 years old, travels the streets of Tokyo every Sunday 
morning. Located just five minutes from her apartment, Ms 
Yamaguchi attends the Kokubunji Baptist Church, Japanese Baptist 
Rengo.

“The church service is my joy and peace and my happy place 
where I find healing for my weariness. I also learn the meaning of 
life from the Bible and from worship.”

She continues, “Every time I think about that, I look back at the 
footsteps of my life and I thank God for His protection and safety, 
for His salvation and life-giving strength.”

Ms Yamaguchi has cerebral paralysis with legs and hands handi-
capped, but she lives alone.

Ms Yamaguchi paints pictures and wants to express her testi-
mony—God is always with me and He is living and working vitally 
through my life. She even had a private exhibition and by holding 
her pen in her mouth wrote her own biography. Her attitude is posi-
tive and cheerful, but it has not always been easy.

Three days after her birth, little Kaoru had a serious case of jaun-
dice and a high fever. These were the cause of her cerebral paralysis. 
The seriousness of her condition set in when she realized that she 
could not attend school as other children. She so longed to attend 
school with a knapsack on her back, carrying a yellow umbrella 
when needed and wearing a raincoat and boots. She was heartbro-
ken. Then, when she was nine years old, her precious mother passed 

away and her father was hospitalized with tuberculosis. Kaoru went 
to live with her brother and his wife and little baby. The crying 
baby caused Kaoru to feel lonely and sad. But now, looking back, 
Ms Yamaguchi confesses, “I think it was my precious start of my 
new wonderful life which was given by God.” At age fourteen she 
entered a special care unit and looked after herself, which took hours 
just getting dressed, washing her face and eating. She struggled with 
her condition. Her thoughts of, “Why do handicapped children 
have so much trouble in daily life? If God exists in this world, I 
wouldn’t need to struggle and suffer,” plagued her.

At sixteen she thought surgery for the removal of her female 
organs would be best for her. One of her teachers, however, who 
was a believer, encouraged Kaoru with, “Katt Chan, grow up as a 
lady, however you are handicapped. We people are all created by 
God, so please have the courage to live as a lady, AND please read 
the Bible.” Kaoru rejected all the teacher’s words with, “Teacher, 
God doesn’t exist in this world. If there were a God, I wouldn’t have 
to suffer and struggle like this.”

The teacher took her words to a gathering of hospital workers. It 
was Kaoru’s doctor who asked if a Christian nurse could be found 
for Kaoru. The doctor wanted her to learn from the Bible. In God’s 
provision a Christian nurse was found and once a week the two 
studied, beginning with Psalm 23. The words caught Kaoru’s heart. 
Soon reading the Scriptures became her joy. Sometimes she spent 
lonely nights crying, and in tears she trusted God’s words, “God is 
leading and protecting me all the time.”

Some time later four Christian friends gathered, inviting the 
pastor from the church nearby, and together they had a Bible study 
every month. It was then she began to feel God intimately. “We are 
created by God so I want Him to cleanse and wash my sins and I 
want to be born again,” she confessed. She was baptized at age eigh-
teen on Christmas Day. “My heart was filled with so much joy that 
I became a child of God, and I thought God gave me endless cour-
age,” she stated.

At age thirty her condition worsened and the doctor felt she 
could not live much longer. Her back gave her severe pain but she 
said, “I was baptized and I trust God that my life is given by Him. 
Sometimes I wonder whether my handicap was given by God, so 
when the doctor talked about death to me, I could accept my handi-
cap. I trusted in God’s existence. God is always with us!”

Looking back over her life she sums up all that has taken place 
with, “It is God’s unconditional love and mercy that I could read 
the Bible and be helped by my class teacher, my doctor and nurse. 
When I look back at the suffering, it was good training for me. It 
has built my patience. It was good that I was born with a handicap, 
for if I hadn’t I might not have known God’s existence. I might not 
have met so many warm-hearted, loving people and volunteers.” She 
said all this simply and with a smile—just as a little girl might have 
expressed it!

Translated by Junko Nakagawa
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Language Lab

Miriam Davis came to 
Japan in 1975 from the 
UK and taught English in 
schools and universities in 
Nara Prefecture, Nagoya 
and Osaka for eight years. 
In 1986 she joined OMF 
International and moved to 

Sapporo to do church planting and English 
teaching. Since 1990 she has been Language 
Advisor to OMF.



Lord, these are the first words a casual 
reader’s eyes will light upon.

In this moment—grab him, God. 
Spin him around, knock him off his feet, flat-
ten him, pin him. Hold him there for 160 
pages, on his back.

Then there’s no place to look but up, 
Father. One hundred sixty pages: that may be 
the longest time he’s thought about worship, 
ever.

Uh-oh, he heard the word worship and he’s 
wiggling. Pin him good, Lord. Pin him until 
he feels desperately impotent. You know how 
we are about worship, God—quick to clothe 
ourselves, quick to make motions, quick to 
say words. . . . Stuff your almighty fist in his 
mouth, O Most High. Hold your omnipotent 
knee on his chest.

He’s wonderfully quiet. Oh, God, he’s 
turning blue. You’ve seen it: you’re breathing 
your holy breath into him. . . . 

Now he’s ready to read.
Alleluia.*

Anne Ortlund’s book, Up With Worship,
is one of my all-time favorites in the wor-
ship genre. Originally released over 20 
years ago, the above introduction from the 
flyleaf of the new 2001 edition gives you 
a pungent taste of her style in this inspira-
tional classic. Its 75 short chapters of two 
or three pages each motivate us toward 
worship throughout the broad spectrum 
of church life. You don’t have to agree with 
everything she says (and because she covers 

so much ground, you probably won’t!), but 
as you read, you’ll laugh, you’ll cry—and 
most importantly, you’ll be renewed in 
your determination to help people meet 
with God during the course of your public 
worship services. When you’re wondering 
if it’s really worth the effort, Anne will 
remind you that it certainly is.

A totally different work that will help 
you think through some of the contro-
versies that have arisen during the course 
of today’s worship revolution is The New 
Worship by Barry Liesch. A thoughtfully-
designed text combining the philosophical, 
theological and practical, it was first pub-
lished in 1996 by Baker Books of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. Although only five years 
have passed since then, it was revised and 
released with even more content and a new 
cover in 2001. Barry is sensitive to the con-
cerns of both traditionalists and those who 
like to live on the cutting edge as he advo-
cates combining the best of the old with 
the best of the new. You are even invited 
to visit his website and download free of 
charge the PowerPoint files he uses in pre-
senting the content of his book. (www.
worshipinfo.com)

To stimulate your thinking regard-
ing challenges the church is facing as it 
enters the 21st century, consider picking 
up Future Worship (Renew Books, a divi-
sion of Gospel Light, Venture, CA: 1999). 
Well-known worship leader and dean of 
the International Worship Institute, LaMar 
Boschman’s discussion of trends in today’s 
society and how they may affect public 
worship in the coming years and decades 
will challenge you to prepare for a new 
generation of worshipers.

The Worship Team Handbook (edited by 
Alison Siewert and published in 1998 by 
InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, Illnois) 
is a compendium of essays, worship plan-
ning ideas and sample worship resources 
by leaders within InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship. If you’re looking for new wor-
ship ideas, this book may help to get the 
creative juices flowing. 

Although originally published in 1982 
and lacking any commentary on the “praise 
and worship” phenomenon of the last two 
decades, you will find sections of, Worship: 
Rediscovering the Missing Jewel, by Ronald 
Allen and Gordon Borror (Multnomah 

Press, Portland, Oregon, USA) help-
ful in studying worship foundations with 
Japanese co-workers because it has been 
translated and published in Japanese as Yori 
yoi reihai o sasageru ni wa.

The materials in chapters 14, 15, and 
16 of The Purpose-Driven Church by Rick 
Warren (Zondervan, 1995) are another 
possible study resource that relate to music 
and preaching in the worship service. 
These chapters were omitted from the orig-
inal Japanese translation of Warren’s book 
(Kenko na kyokai e no kagi), but have since 
been translated and released in June, 2001 
as the paperback Miryoku teki na reihai e no 
kagi (Keys to Attractive Worship).

This is only a taste of the banquet table 
of resources available on worship. If you 
have any specific topics you’d like to read 
about in more depth, drop me an email for 
ideas on books to consider. And if you’d like 
to suggest books in Japanese on the subject 
that have been helpful in your church, let 
me know! 

* From Up With Worship by Anne Ortlund. Revised 
and Updated. Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
Nashville, Tennessee: 2001

Gary Bauman has been in Japan since 1988. He 
serves as a worship development consultant with 
LIFE Ministries. He welcomes questions and 
comments addressed to gbauman@lifejapan.org
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Church Music

Worship & Music: 

Inspirational and 
Practical Reading 
Resources
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And I am able to put her in touch with 
Christians. “I received an e-mail from 
‘Gordon.’ At first, his name was differ-
ent from the name you told me (Tom?), 
I thought the mail might be delivered to 
wrong address or my data was stolen through 
the Internet. Actually, stealing e-mail is easy 
theoretically. Then, I wanted to make sure 
who ‘Gordon,’ is so I called him. In contrast 
to my preoccupation, he was your friend and 
very nice person.”

Both Gordon and Tom stayed with us 
as short-term missionaries. Putting them in 
touch with Yuko is an interesting way for us 
to follow them up, too!

Yuko’s class folded in the 3rd year as they 
all became preoccupied with preparing for 
their high school entrance exams. It was 
followed by other classes and many deep 
conversations. But still I thought I’d try a 
new idea in evangelism.

Most OMF missionaries seem to teach 
language classes and cooking classes. My 
husband teaches woodworking. My brother-
in-law teaches stained glass, and my sister 
teaches wreath making. But why, queried 
one of my missionary colleagues, teach at all? 
Why not go to somebody else’s class?

So 8 years ago I embarked on my career 
as a Russian student. Today, with more and 
more Russians in Aomori Prefecture, it seems 
perhaps a God-inspired move. But that’s not 
why I did it. This was fun! No heavy respon-
sibility for me and lots of opportunity for 
evangelism and follow up. I walked home 
with backslider, Mrs. Hanada. I visited class-
mates. They visited me. As he stood smiling 
sheepishly in our entryway, thrusting out 
his gift of food, we discovered to our amaze-
ment that John’s Mr.Kimura was also my 
Mr.Kimura.

And then I remembered my English 
class parties. More fun. I like cooking. 
I like Russian food. I invited everyone to 
the church one evening for borscht and rye 
bread. Our kids’ now retired elementary 
school principal walked in and demanded, 
“What shall I worship?” While I picked up 
my jaw and collected my thoughts, he walked 
to the front of the sanctuary and stood medi-
tatively in front of the beautifully written 
poster proclaiming, “The LORD our God, 
the LORD is one. Love the LORD your 
God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength.” An apt reply 
I thought.

A few months later I invited every-
one for Cabbage Soup and Easter Bread. I 

read the Resurrection story and explained 
it. Afterward Mr. Ikeda told me, “Thank 
you. They keep talking about releasing the 
Japanese hostages in Peru on Resurrection 
Day. I wondered what Resurrection Day was. 
I feel so warm inside when they say it, but I 
never understood what they meant. Now you 
have finally explained it to me. Thank you.” 
Eighty-five years old–and at last he’d heard 
about Jesus’ death and resurrection!

With more men guests than women 
in a town where men traditionally leave 
religion to the women, this method of evan-
gelism–through the stomach–was clearly 
the way to go. And it was definitely fun. 
I boiled up potatoes, wieners and sauer-
kraut for Reformation Day. I invited my 
Wycliffe friends to make a Turkish meal 
and talk about trials–doubly effective when 
Hiroko took the podium because her hus-
band was down with a relapse of his MS. 
We wanted to reach our Filipino neighbor 
so we invited a group of Filipinos from the 
American naval base for a Philippine Day. 
And Martin Luther King Day inspired a 
Gospel concert with more visitors from the 
base—a chance for them to minister to the 
people of Aomori. But usually we just 
tapped the ethnic backgrounds of our many 
short-term workers: New Zealand Night, 
Australian Dessert Night, Oxford Night, and 
Texas Night.

This is fun for everybody, Christian and 
non-Christian, and meaningful, as it creates a 
natural stage for serious conversation.

Sometimes very serious indeed. When our 
old friend Mr.Kimura told me, after interro-
gating me on my husband’s drinking habits, 
that he couldn’t become a Christian because 
he couldn’t give up his carousing, I turned 
away in embarrassment. But when a few 
moments later I steeled myself to tell him 
that the Gospel is about the power of God to 
free us from the sins we can’t escape, I found 
I had an eager audience in the owner of the 
hardware store John frequents. I followed up 
with a New Testament, which Mr.Kimura 
read.

Unfortunately, when questioned by a 
church member a few parties later, he replied 
that he was “just too old.” He didn’t men-
tion that, even though in his late 70’s, he 
still lived with his mother and his home, in 
the Buddhist scheme of things, was his clan’s 
ancestral home.

How many more tracts? How many 
more parties? After 15 years of witnessing 
to Mr.Kimura, I wonder how much per-

severance it will take to bring him into the 
kingdom of heaven!

As I watch 10-year-old Ayako’s face shin-
ing as she prepares for baptism, I wonder 
if perhaps our missionary to the Japanese 
in Brazil was right when he told us that we 
must faithfully, monthly visit people where 
they are for 15 years–20 in a hard place–and 
then there would certainly be fruit in the 
NEXT generation.

But still I hope against hope to see 
Mr.Kimura in heaven.

You see the verse actual ly says, 
“Perseverance must finish its work so that 
you may be mature and complete.” That’s 
me, my husband, and you as you persevere 
in partnership with us to bring the Gospel to 
northern Japan. 

God is working in us. Let’s consider it 
pure joy.

Laurie Elliot and her husband, John, have been 
in Japan since 1979. They are in church planting 
and serve with OMF.





David Pollock, professor at Houghton 
College in Houghton, NY , knows problems 
our children face. One area unsettling to them 
is that of transition. Pollock emphasizes how 
important it is to “leave right,” and he uses the 
acronym RAFT to explain.
Reconciliation—make sure things are right 

with others before moving on
Affirmation—say thanks to people before you 

leave
Farewells—are important as they give closure 

with people, places, pets and possessions that 
will be left behind

Think destination-expectations—look forward 
to new location but keep realistic about 
expectations
The article to follow, written by Jill Wright 

Stewart, speaks to important issues. I invite you 
to enjoy her thoughts….

Teen 
Challenges 
of Home 
Assignment
By Jill Wright Stewart

Which do you like better—Japan 
or America?” my friend, Esther, 
asked me one sunny summer’s 

day. Friend? Well, she had been when I was 
last in the States four years earlier. Now that 
we’d grown up to age 13, I wasn’t so sure.

“Japan!” I replied without hesitation.
“Oh.”
And then she stopped talking. When 

the confusing silence lengthened, I finally 
realized Esther highly disapproved of my 
honest answer.

The next time someone asked me the 
inevitable question: Which do you like 
better? I answered a bit more circum-
spectly. Neither alternative I could think of 
at the time appealed-- tell the truth and be 
shunned by the small pool of well-meaning 
friends and acquaintances, or stuff the feel-
ings and pretend I actually wanted to be 
“home” in the United States.

And so began the year of my parents’ 
home assignment.

That eighth grade year in Minnesota 

was one of my worst. The excitement of 
being in a new country, and the numer-
ous benefits of cross-cultural exposure hid 
behind the difficulties of a thirteen-year-
old trying to fit into an unfamiliar culture.

Besides the usual challenges and trials of 
the early teen years, extra ones piled on:

• Attempting to figure out the fre-
quently-used Midwest colloquialisms 
(without losing confidence that I did 
indeed speak English) 

• Feeling lost amongst the mass of 500 
students in my grade, not to mention actu-
ally being lost in the maze of corridors en 
route to the band room

• Suddenly not knowing the norms of 
styles, jargon, and other key information 
that seemed all-important to my peers in 
order to make friendships.

• Visiting church after church, meeting 
hordes of people, and missing the small 
church in Japan where everyone already 
knew me and I didn’t have to answer the 
same questions week after week about what 
it was like to grow up in Japan

And the list of upheaval continued. Had 
these changes come one at a time, they 
would have been manageable. But all at 
once, the effect was overwhelming.

While some MK teens will thrive on the 
stimulation of the changes, others will find 
it more daunting of a challenge than they 
can cope with on their own. Ordinarily 
independent, confident teens may need 
particular direction for this time.

From conversations with numerous 
MK’s as well as personal experience, home 
assignment years can result in periods of 
sickness, heavily damaged self-concept, 
withdrawal, resentment towards parents 
and even God for calling their parents to a 
job involving such upheaval for them.

In his book, The Art of Coming Home,
Craig Storti explores the concept of home. 
Ultimately, one of the goals of helping with 
adjustment is for the child to feel at home. 
Storti defines home as “familiar places, 
familiar people and routines and predict-
able actions.”

What are ways to ease some of the strain 
of the transition and help your teen feel as 
much at home as possible?

Before Leaving Japan
Sometime before leaving the field, try to remi-
nisce about life in the US based on previous 

home assignments. Remember the places, 
people and the daily life routines. Then 
gently discuss some of the changes that are 
likely to have happened while away.

According to Storti, much of the shock 
of reentry stems from expecting things to 
be the same as before. So, if the teen was 
in the US four years previously, she may 
expect everything to be the same—friends, 
church, school—and thus may expect to be 
able to continue as before in each area. 
Although baggage space will likely be lim-
ited, it could be well worth the space to take 

a favorite poster, bass guitar, or 
another item from home.

David C. Pollock and Ruth 
E. Van Reken, who specialize 
in Third Culture Kid (TCK) 

issues, suggest selecting carefully which 
possessions to transport overseas. Taking 
“sacred objects, or mementos… that spe-
cifically reflect a certain place or moment 
of our lives” can offer some stability in the 
midst of change (The Third Culture Kid 
Experience, p.205).

Along with sacred objects, photo albums 
can be valuable in transition. A selection of 
pictures from past highlights can “give us 
a lovely place to visit when we need a few 
reflective moments in the middle of this 
sometimes turbulent stage,” writes Pollock 

(p.205).
Consider which upcoming factors 
can be controlled. While there 
will be a myriad of uncontrolla-
ble changes ahead, some can be 

altered with foresight. For example, if your 
child attends a small, private, Christian 
school, there may be a comparable school 
at the new location. Or if a public school 
experience seems important at this point 
for your teen, then perhaps other areas 
such as a home church could be kept some-
what familiar.

While on Home Assignment
Encourage relationships with other MKs 
and missionaries on home assignment who 
will best understand some of the transition 
process. These friendships could provide a 
place where the MK can “celebrate rather 
than suppress their cross-cultural identity” 
(Storti).

Also, these people, as well as relatives 
and other friends, can form part of a sup-
port network in upcoming years, in case 

28 ❄ Japan Harvest — Winter 2002

Family



Japan Harvest — Winter 2002 ❄ 29

your child returns to the United 
States for college (Storti).

Even if these “ties” seem 
rather tenuous, at least they offer 
a starting point of a familiar face 

and name for your teen’s future.
Encourage continuing contact with friends 
back home through e-mail, letters, and occa-
sional phone calls.** Because your teen will 
soon have to readjust to the home country, 
it can ease some of that transition by keep-
ing abreast of happenings at home.
Offer to buy new clothes and school gear.
This one may be obvious. From my expe-
rience of teaching middle school and 
high school students, a key characteris-

tic of especially middle school 
students is the desire to fit in. 
Standing out is positive for most 
only when they choose to do so 
in their own way. Chances are, 

your child will feel different enough from 
his peers because of his inside thoughts and 
attitudes; looking like others on the outside 
could be one less thing to worry about.
Help your teen identify some special goals for 
the year.

Positive focal points offer a happy place 
to direct attention, both during home 
assignment and afterwards, in remem-
bering the year. When thinking back on 
the year, besides the struggles, the MK 
can recall, “Oh yeah, that’s when I got 
my driver’s license,” or, “That’s when I 

saw N’Sync live in concert,” or, 
“That missions trip to Mexico 
was incredible!”

When Home Assignment 
Finishes
When the time comes to say goodbye again, it 
is worthwhile to start talking about life back 
in Japan. And, while doing this, to try to 

anticipate some of the changes 
that may have happened while 
away. As suggested before leav-
ing Japan, encourage your teen 
to take sacred objects from the 

time in the US.
With some preparation and care-

ful assistance along the way, many of the 
struggles of adjustment can be lightened, 
more brightly exposing some of the posi-
tive aspects of life in one’s “home” country. 

Jill Wright Stewart is married to Paul and lives 
in New Zealand. She was raised in Japan, and 

attended Christian Academy. After 
graduating from Bethel College in 
St. Paul, MN, she taught at both 
Christian Academy in Japan and 
Okinawa Christian School.

**If you haven’t already, it’s well worth checking 
into online chatting, as it’s possible to talk with 
people anywhere in the world over the internet at 
the low internet prices! You can easily arrange to 
only interact with select friends, if there is concern 
about meeting strange people online.

Although the United States has been Jill’s reference 
point, most tips apply in any home country!—the 
editor

Welcome
  HOME
    Sam!

Rev. Sam Archer passed away suddenly on 
Saturday, November 10, while attending the 
Park Street Church Missions Conference 
in Boston, Massachusetts. He was 76 years 
of age. Sam is predeceased by his wife, 
Manda. Sam and Manda joined TEAM in 
December, 1951 and came to Japan in 1952. 
After language study, Sam’s first focus was 
the publication and distribution of Christian 
literature at the Word of Life Press in Tokyo. 
They also served in a church planting min-
istry in Matsudo, Chiba ken. Sam was also 
President of JEMA from 1964 to 1970.

A Mother’s Prayer
I do not ask for riches for my children,
Nor even recognition for their skill;
I only ask that thou will give them
A heart completely yielded to Thy will.
I do not ask for wisdom for my children
Beyond discernment of thy grace;
I only ask that Thou wilt use them
In Thine own appointed place.

I do not ask for favors for my children
To seat them on Thy left hand or Thy right;
But may they join the throng in heaven
That sings before Thy throne so bright.
I do not seek perfection in my children,
For then my own faults I would hide;
I only ask that we might walk together
And serve our Savior side by side.

—Phyllis Didriksen
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Thought-Provoking Sentence Fillers

If God writes opportunity on one side of open doors,
He writes responsibility on the other.

Good character, like good soup, is usually homemade.

Kindness always pays, but it pays best when not done for pay.

Learn to say kind things—nobody ever resents 
them.

A certain man said he did not work on Sundays except for the 
Lord. He was asked about his wages. He said, “The wages aren’t 
too much, but the retirement is out of this world!”

Spiritual investments always bring spiritual interest.

Calvary is a result for God’s eternal 
heartache for the lost.

Anybody who knows everthing 
should be told a thing or two.
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A Japanese proverb says, “On an 
island of blind monkeys, the one-
eyed monkey is king.” On the 

Japanese island of OHP, there are over 500 
songs and choruses in circulation but zero 
messages. 

The author has compiled 50 Japanese-
English bi-lingual OHP presentations 
(each consisting of 11 slides or a total of 
550 slides) onto one CD-ROM. It works 
on computers running either MacOS or 
Windows. This CD gives Japan’s 10,000 
pastors and missionaries new software ideas 
and messages in reaching Japanese in Bible 
or English classes and in preaching. Each 
of these presentations is accompanied with 
a PowerPoint presentation which can be 
viewed on any computer with Microsoft 
PowerPoint or later. The format of the 
CDC also allows you to view and print 
out each individual overhead on to your 
own transparency (tp) film via your printer 
...just put the transparency, not paper, in. 

This bi-lingual compilation comes after 
10,000 sermons preached in Japan and 11 
other Asian countries for over 50 years. It 
is a summary of 100,000 hours of work 
including ¥550,000 worth of original art-
work by nationally famous artist “Madoka.” 

This CD contains 26 presentations tar-

geted at the saved and 24 presentations 
targeted at “seekers,” yet unsaved. Each 
“Best l0” presentation contains 11 slides. 
An index of the 50 presentations is avail-
able online at www.kennyjoseph.com

Let’s join the audio-visual era. The sad-
dest sound in 2,500 of Japan’s churches is 
when they click off the OHP after using it 
for the choruses during worship. Now you 
can turn it back on for your message! Up 
until now there was no bi-lingual software 
for teachers or preachers, but now there 
is! It’s a historical first. We can mail the 
CD directly to you collect for ¥3,700 plus 
¥300 postage/handling. If your address is 
correct in the JEMA directory, we’ll use 
that. If it’s different, please specify. Order 
by e-mail: REAPJapan1 @aol.com or Fax: 
03-3922-7635. 

Where can you get an economical OHP, 
screen or video projector? The answer: from 
S.A.V.E. Talk to Rev. or Mrs. Tatahara. 
You can’t beat their prices. OHPs begin at 
¥39,800. Don’t be fooled into buying a 
cheap video projector. Make sure it has at 
least 1,500-2000 ansi, as bright as an OHP, 
or else you have to darken the church like 
for a movie. New models came out in 

October, so S.A.V.E. can save you 50% if 

you buy an earlier model: from ¥250,000 
to ¥1,200,0001 Ouch! Call or fax S.A.V.E. 
at: Tel: 06-6923-2212; Fax: 06-6923 -
2284; E-mail: Yukio.T@GALAXY. OCN.
NE.JP 

The next good news is the video “Jesus 
for Children,” for use in your Sunday 
School, youth group, etc. The world-
famous Jesus video was re-done from a 
child’s point of view. If this can hold the 
children’s attention, adults won’t be far 
behind. The special price for missionaries if 
you order over l0 is ¥500 each, or ¥5,000. 
The usual price is ¥1,600 each or ¥15,000 
for l0. This includes shipping. Order from 
JCCC. Tel: 042-903-3003; Fax 042-926-
O895;
E-mail: MATL@d7.DION.NE.JP 

Advertisement

See-Hear! (An A. V. Update) 
        By Kenny Joseph 
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It’s a different world, a much different 
world! A strange counter-culture with 
pierced body parts, bleached hair, and 

baggy clothes. A worldview that comes from 
peers, Nintendo, and a non-existent family. 
This is the world of the snowboarder. It is this 
world we want to reach with the counter-cul-
tural Christ.

With the help of SNOWBOARDERS FOR

CHRIST (NZ), we at NORTHSTAR OUTDOOR

ADVENTURE are excited to bring to you a high 
quality, super-fun snowboard camp for youth. 
It is a ministry designed to “come along side 
of” and help churches, youth ministries, and 
schools in their desire to see the next genera-
tion respected, loved, and saved.

NORTHSTAR OUTDOOR ADVENTURE is all 
about trying to reach youth through activities 
such as snowboarding, rock climbing, initia-
tives, mountaineering and more. We are able 
to touch youth in a way that speaks to the 
heart, mind and body by loving, accepting, 
and introducing them to who Jesus really is. 
We design our programs to build bridges so 
that the Gospel will be presented in a natural, 
applicable way.

What do we have to offer that would be 
of assistance to you? At Northstar we pride 
ourselves in offering high quality outdoor 
adventure programs which require a high level 
of technical experience and training in safety. 
Not only do we diligently practice our area 
of skills, but we also practice rescue skills and 
wilderness first aid. I have taken a course pre-
sented by WILDERNESS MEDICAL ASSOCIATES

called WILDERNESS FIRST RESPONDER and will 
continue to take rescue and medical training 

here in Japan through Nagano Prefecture’s 
Mountaineering Association’s rescue and medi-
cal training program. This winter I will be 
getting an instructor’s license in avalanche 
training through JAPAN AVALANCHE NETWORK

(Level One). Having said that, going into any 
wilderness-type setting implicitly means that 
danger levels increase. Risk is always evident, 
even in the “safest” environment.

What type of youth/young people attend 
our programs? We were blessed to have 
students come from Kobe, Osaka, Aichi, 
Gunma, Ibaraki and Nagano Ken, from ages 
7-38. We have had participants from all walks 
of life.

Where did I get my training? I have been 
skiing and mountaineering for many years, 
but my “official” training took place at 
Wheaton College’s WILDERNESS LEADERSHIP

PRACTICUM. This graduate level program not 
only taught rescue skills, wilderness first aid 
and technical wilderness skills, but also taught 
the “whys” and “hows” in adventure-based out-
door education. Many programs teach skills, 
but don’t explain why the form of teaching 
is so effective in cultivating a life-changing 
experience. I continue to take training, but 
also have begun training Japanese young 
adults in the basics of adventure outdoor 
education.

We are excited how God has been mov-
ing to get Northstar off the ground. We are 
now in our second year of outdoor adventure 
sports ministry and are looking forward to 
seeing God open hearts through challenging 
and pertinent experiences. We believe that we 

can “come along side” of your ministry and be 
of an assistance, so please allow us this oppor-
tunity! We know you won’t be disappointed!

What is my background? I am a second 
generation missionary tent-maker under 
TEAM Canada and received my education 
from Trinity Western College (B.C. Canada), 
Grace College (BA in Religious Studies: 
Warsaw, Indiana, USA) and University of 
Hawaii (Professional Diploma in Secondary 
Education). I am married and have two chil-
dren who are being home-schooled by my 
wife, Tina.

I hope this simple letter of introduction 
will create an interest in a one-of-a-kind min-
istry designed to “come along side” of your 
ministries and assist you in a way that would 
be profitable to you.

Dan and Tina Junker
NORTHSTAR OUTDOOR ADVENTURE

4306-7 Azumi Village
Minami Azumi Gun, Nagano
Japan 390-1513
Tel/Fax(0263) 93 2684
Email: dcjunker@icon.pref.nagano.jp

northstar
INTERNATIONAL SNOWBOARD CAMPS

Dan Junker (Director)
Northstar Outdoor Adventure 

(member Chritian Camping International, Japan)

4306-7 Azumi Village
Minami Azumi Gun, Nagano

Japan 390-1513
Tel/Fax: (0263) 93-2684

e-mail: dcjunker@icon.pref.nagano.jp

Dates  Cost
A: 3/20-23 35,000 yen
B: 3/24-27 35,000 yen
C: 3/28-32 35,000 yen

WHO:
Snowboarders from 10 to 110 of all abilities are welcome

International staff from 
New Zealand, Japan and the United States 
will create a camp you will long remember!

Advertisement—Outdoor Adventures that Challenge the Heart!







�



www.auntstella.co.jp




