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Main Products

*  Margarine

*  Shortening

*  Lard

*  Tallow

*  Powdered Oil & Fat
*  Whipping Cream

*  Fillings

*  Frozen Dough

Miyoshi Oil & Fat was founded
in 1921 as a manufacturer of soap
for the textile industry.

In 1941, the Foods and Oils Division
was established and Miyoshi began
producing Margarine, followed by
shortening, lard and other products. Today,
Miyoshi produces more edible processed
oils and fats than any other manufacturer in

Japan. MIYOSHI OIL & FAT., LTD.
66-1 HORIKIRI 4-CHOME, KATSUSHIKA-KU, TOKYO 124-0006

While diversifying the applications

of oils & fats, Miyoshi has remained true
to the goal it set itself eight decades ago: BRANCHES: OSAKA, NAGOYA, FUKUOKA, SENDAI

to create products of excellent quality. FACTORIES: TOKYO, KOBE, NAGOYA

Guood Day Good Bread.

YAMAZAKI BAKING CO., LTD. Head Office 3-10-1 Iwamoto-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 101-0033 P———
\
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Total Skin Care Products
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Household Medicine
OMI BROTHERHOOD

So natural for so healthy Skin! M E N T U R M

Pharmaceutical Medicated Cosmetic products

THE OMI BROTHERHOOD. CO.LTD

29 Uoya-cho Moto, Omihachiman, Shiga 523-0867
URL:http://www.omibh.co.jp/

e Making products that are gentle on people and the
environment-that’s our goal.

We strive to produce detergents, soaps and toiletries that are good for the
environment as well as for our customers who use them.

e Tapping Nature’s goodness to develop products for ECONOMY "
personal hygiene.
We have a long history of natural soaps that are biologically sound and

-

ECOLOGY

non-polluting. Please give your patronage to our line of environmentally sound, g -
natural products. GREEN V|SION
e Offering reusable containers and refills to save #olA - SOAP

resources and reduce waste.

We have introduced a refill system for all our products-liquid soap,

laundery soap, dish soap, shampoo, rinse and so on. We hope to
aid you in a lifestyle of taking care of the environment.

Tama no Hada Sekken
Kabushikigaisha

Sales Agency:

Miyoshi Kabushikigaisha
Midori 3-8-12

Sumida Ku, Tokyo 130-0021
Tel. 03-3634-1341




2002 Conference, November 12-15
Fuji Hakone Land

o

Institute

Japan 2002
(PI Conference

JEﬂlﬂ (hur(h Planting

OUR VISION: “Advancing God’s Kingdom by mentoring leaders to be part of a movement
that is multiplying churches that are multiplying disciples through the power of the Gospel.”

Find out why leaders come back every year for this conference!

* Network with hundreds of workers in frontline gospel

ministry.
* Over 40 Electives on Ministry in Japan to help you
specifically.
* Simultaneous Translation into Japanese of all joint
sessions.
* CPI Training Manuals in Japanese.
e Children’s Ministry Program for your kids.
e Ladies’ Luncheon
* Choose from Eight Different Training Tracks
¢ Foundations in Church Planting &
Development Dr. Steve Childers
* Gospel based Life and Ministry
One track in Japanese and one in English
e Gospel Centered Church Planting
Dr. Terry Gyger and J. Allen Thompson
e Contextualizing the Gospel [Title Tentative
Dr. Paul Hiebert
e How to Plant a Purpose Driven Church
Dr. Dan Morgan
¢ Leadership God's Way
Dr. Guy Saffold
¢ Growing a Healthy Youth Ministry:

The Strategy of Jesus—-SONLIFE Ministries staff

JEMA Church Planting Institute
OCC Bldg. 2-1 Kanda Surugadai
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0062

Phone: 03-3295-1949
Email: jema@jema.org
Web page URL: www.jcpi.net

“I've heard for years about what God is doing but I
have no idea it was this BIG — not in terms of number
of people but in terms of the HUGE work God is doing.
I'm SO glad He called me to Japan and I'm SO glad to
be a part of this.” Judith Newland, Japan
Presbyterian Mission

Featured Japanese Speakers

¢ Rev. Hiroshi Kawasaki -
Director Japan Church Growth Institute

¢ Rev. Yoshito Ishihara -
Pastor & Director Japan Cell Church Mission
Network

* Rev. Hideo Ohashi -
Pastor Christ Community Church, Evan. Free
Church - Osaka

e Dr. Mitsuo Fukuda -
Pastor & Director Research Assoc. for
Contextualization (RAC)

* Rev. Jiro Chida -
Pastor Keisen Christ Church, Conservative
Baptist — Yonezawa

* Rev. Jae Chang Byun -
All Japan Little Shepherd Training Association
Chairman

Fax:: 03-3291
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LIONOF JUDAH

What a mystery.' Meekness and ‘.Mcy’esty! The LCIO‘J\f---yet the LAMB!
How can this be?

Lion of Judah, great 1AM
Yet Son (f God and gent[e Lamb;
The One who made all human ﬁfe,
Yet babe in womb of josepﬁ’s w1fe‘
‘Majestic One who naked came
To dress Q-Bmsegf in human shame.
Naked twice-----in crib, on cross,
Lovd of all who sujj(ereff [oss.
Lion of Judah, great 1AM
Yet Son of God, and gentle Lamb.

Lion of Judah, great 1AM
Yet Son of God, and gentle Lamb:
?owe1:fuf voice of God most ﬁigﬁ

Limited to Eaﬁy’s cr
fMigﬁty Father from a%/m/e
Needing now a mother’s love.
‘H'eger, ﬁoye of ‘.Jsmef,
Helpless now Immanuel.
Lion (f Judah, great 1AM
Yet Son cf God and gentfe Lamb!

Lion (f Judah, great 1AM
Yet Son of God and gentfe [amb.
Majesty afisyfayea( in space
Let’s me ook into His face;
Meekness brings you near toc{ay
A Christmas Ea%e in trougﬁ g( ﬁay.
A migﬁty God--—-a tiny ¢ ild,
Ommjootence so meek and mild.
Lion of Judah, great 1AM
Yet Son cf God and gent(e Lamb!

Lion (f Judah, great 1AM
Yet Son of God and gentﬁz Lamb
Came to Joseph, shepherd, king,
To those who need'eaffon s to sing;
So ﬁurting women, Erogen men,

Could find new life----be born again;

‘Because of ‘J—[im, the gentfe lamb, Lion of ju({aﬁ----great 71 AM.
Till Brisco
(Used Ey author’s }aermission)
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The Father’s
HEART

A look at evil from

God’s perspective
By Roy C. Price

rll-1ere is a dark side to Christmas.
Within the first two years of
Jesus’ birth, a paranoid despot
named Herod ordered that all the
male infants in Bethlehem should be
killed. Does God care when evil insan-
ity allows a man to do that? Before
we quickly condemn Herod and his
henchmen, let’s look at our own
century of cruelty. Are we really so
much more civilized or cultured? Was
Herod different from Nazi Germany’s
butchers or even abortion in our own
society? Walter Isaacson wrote about
the 20th century, “Then there was the
dark side. Amid the glories of the cen-
tury lurked some of history’s worst
horrors;

Theologians have to answer the

question of why God allows evil”
(TIME, April 13, 1998, pp. 73-74).

What Would God Say?

In a fireside chat, maybe God would
say something like this about cruelty
in life:

I made you in My image. I was
neither reckless nor ignorant when I
chose to make you the way I did. Why
I created you goes back to who I am
in My essential being.

I am not a despot who created you
so that I could govern you with an iron
fist. 'm not a Santa Claus who created
you to pour gifts and good things upon
you. I'm not a controller who created
you as robots to do as I programmed
you. What kind of life would that be?

I made you as a free person. I want
you to obey Me because My laws
bring fulfillment and not tragedy. My
way is the way of life, not death.

I am a Father. I give the word
father definition. You may have had a
wretched father, but don’t allow that
to distort your perception of Me. No
earthly father is perfect any more than
there are perfect children. And that is

because of sin. As the perfect Father I
created you because I desired to have
a family of sons and daughters upon
whom I could lavish My love and from
whom I could receive love.

Father, Son and Spirit

I exist in relationship. I am Father,
Son and Spirit, and have been eter-
nally so. I have always enjoyed
unbroken love and communication. I
created you in My image so that you,
too, could experience the perfection
of fulfillment that I enjoy.

To enjoy intimate fellowship
required that I build into you specific
capacities. You needed to be able to
love, which also meant you could
hate. Love requires freedom of choice.
You have called that “free will.” Your
capability for thought and commu-
nication came from Me. Freedom
means that you have the ability to
love Me in response to My love. It also
means that you can turn from Me in
rejection and hatred. While you have
the capacity to make that choice, you
do not have the power to determine
the results. That determination was
Mine alone to make. The great power
of humankind is the ability to say no
to God.

You also have the option to listen
to a voice other than Mine. That’s
where Satan comes in. I did not cre-
ate angels in My image, but I gave
them the option to choose between
serving Me and serving their own
interests. Lucifer became self-infatu-
ated and thought he could do a better
job of managing things than I could.
He convinced a number of others to
follow him in rebellion against Me. So
I expelled them from heaven and cre-
ated hell for their eternal destiny.

The Wrong Direction

When the first human broke fellow-
ship with Me after listening to the
tempter’s half-truths, a tragic thing
happened. Every human born after
Adam and Eve has been separated
from Me with a basic desire to go in
the wrong direction. No one has to
teach people to do wrong; they just
do it naturally. You are the ones who
do evil, from relatively minor sins to
monstrous sins. This is the result of

rejecting Me. Evil actions come from
evil hearts. A heart disconnected from
Me is a heart connected to evil.

When I hear your profanity and
blasphemy, does it hurt? When I see
children beaten, sexually abused and
murdered, what do you think goes on
in Me? Do you think I am calloused
and hard?

I've silently watched as women
have been raped and people mur-
dered by thieves and despots. One of
Adam and Eve’s first sons murdered
his brother. There wasn’t anything
wrong with the environment he was
raised in, and poverty didn’t exist.

When I see homeless men and
women with great capacities for pro-
ductivity and good, I remember how
beautiful and innocent they were
when in their mother’s womb and as
infants. I knew the grand potential for
service and good of each. Bad choices
directed them down paths to results
they could not alter.

Those were the consequences I put
into place before you were created:
“the wages of sin is death” (Romans
6:23, NIV).

That’s My law. It will never change.
Therefore, I came to you to take your
sin on Myself and pay its full price.
I offered forgiveness and hope and
assurance of eternal life so that you
may be changed into a new creation.

Beyond these atrocities, the people
who follow Me have been the targets
of persecution all through history.
My people have been slaughtered
throughout the centuries. They have
been brutalized and tortured simply
because they believe I am the true
and living God. Do I care? I weep.
When I was nearing the end of My
earthly ministry and facing the day of
redemption on the cross, I was sitting
on the Mount of Olives to the east
of Jerusalem. I marveled at the hard
hearts I had encountered during those
three brief years. I wept because I
longed to gather My people to Me to
enjoy fellowship and life even as a
mother hen brings her chicks under
her wings. But they rejected Me just
as their forefathers and people of all
nations have refused to come to Me
throughout history.

Continued on page 6
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The Birth that

Changed the

By Alan Rosenberg

“I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all people. Today in
the town of David a savior has been
born to you, He is Christ the Lord.”
(Luke 2:10-11, NIV).

Roman empire, a village so obscure
s to scarcely be worthy of men-
tion in the Hebrew Bible, a tired,
scared, bewildered teenage Jewish
mother gave birth to her first baby in
an improvised maternity ward shared
with farm animals and permeated by
barnyard smells and sounds. It was
the birth that changed the world.
How could the birth of one more
Jewish child impact humanity forever?

I: a land far from the heart of the

God’s faithfulness
The birth of Jesus Christ changed the
world because it demonstrated that
God keeps His promises in His time.
Ten centuries had washed over
the Holy Land since God established
His covenant with King David: “Your
house and your kingdom will endure
forever before me; your throne will be
established forever” (2 Samuel 7:16).
Seven hundred years had passed
in the Holy Land since Isaiah—God’s
prophetic voice to the kings of
Judah—foretold, “For to us a child is
born, to us a son is given, and the gov-
ernment will be on his shoulders. And
he will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Might God, Everlasting Father, Prince
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of Peace. Of the increase of his gov-
ernment and peace there will be no
end. He will reign on David’s throne
and over his kingdom” (Isaiah 9:6-7).

Seven centuries ticked away since
Micah, a contemporary of Isaiah,
prophesied, “But you, Bethlehem
Ephrathah, though you are small
among the clans of Judah, out of you
will come for me one who will be ruler
over Israel, whose origins are from of
old, from ancient times” (Micah 5:2).

Months, years and centuries raced
swiftly by. Cruel Assyrian armies
scattered the tribes of the northern
kingdom. God’s promises remained
unfulfilled.

Babylonia’s unbeatable armies
broke the walls of Jerusalem, burned
the city and temple and carried
shocked and bewildered Jewish lead-
ers into forced exile. Yet still there
was no fulfillment.

The new Persian Empire emerged
with a sympathetic ruler on the
throne. Still no fulfillment.

Greek city-states became light-
houses of philosophy, poetry,
education and democracy.

The Maccabees led God’s people in
successful ward of liberation against
the tyranny of Antiochus Epiphanes.

A rural city on seven hills in cen-
tral Italy transformed itself into the
mightiest empire the world had ever
known, its vaunted legions raised
their standards over Jerusalem itself.

Yet the biblical prophecies remained
unfulfilled.

Did God forget His promises? Has
God forgotten His promises now?

No. The birth of Jesus Christ dem-
onstrated that God always keeps
His promises and never forgets His
responsibilities.

Like Israel of old, the church
awaits and longs for the fulfillment
of Messiah’s promised return. The
delays are discouraging. Evil appears
unchecked. All guesses and date set-
tings have proved false and inaccurate.

But the fulfilled prophecies of the
first Advent renew and strengthen our
hope and confidence in the certainty
of the second Advent. We eagerly
anticipate the fulfillment of the many
promises of the triumphant return of
the Baby of Bethlehem.

Redemption from sin

The birth of Jesus Christ changed
the world forever because it demon-
strated that God has redeemed His
sinful creation through faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ.

The charter of our salvation is best
recorded in the words of God’s own
promises.

“For God so loved the world that
He gave His one and only Son, that
whoever believed in Him shall not
perish but have eternal life. For God
did not send His Son into the world
to condemn the world, but to save the
world through Him” (John 3:16-17).

“For the wages of sin is death, but
the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).

“Here is a trustworthy saying that
deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners”
(I Timothy 1:15).

The most important question in all
of life: Has the birth that changed the
world changed you?



Angel Tea

By Jeannie Johnson

lar not for behold I bring you
Eood news of great joy which
shall be to all people.

Missionaries have discovered
December to be the prime window of
opportunity for echoing the angel’s
words of Luke 2:10 to the people of
Japan. Interest in Christmas and in
Western culture draws crowds like no

other event of the year.

Women of Kurume Bible Fellowship
(kBF) began the concept of “Angel Tea”
eight years ago for the purpose of bring-
ing the good news of Jesus Christ to
family, friends, and contacts. KBF is an
international church in western Tokyo
that rents the facilities of Christian
Academy of Japan (caJ) for weekly ser-
vices.

What is Angel Tea?

Angel Tea is made up of KBF women
and their guests who gather to hear the
Gospel and enjoy Christmas food and
music in a festive atmosphere. Angel
Tea is not advertised publicly in the
community; instead, invitations are
passed out personally. It is hoped that
each Christian will bring a friend, ensur-
ing that good follow-up takes place after
Angel Tea is over.

Why Angel Tea?

Foreigners attending KBF often lack
Japanese language skills necessary to
communicate Christ to their friends.
Japanese who attend KBF may be new
believers (or still seekers themselves)
without the confidence to articulate
their faith adequately. Both foreigners
and Japanese face the challenges of
entertaining in small quarters and of
single handedly planning yet one more
event during the busy holiday season.
Angel Tea provides a clear Gospel mes-
sage in a spacious setting (the caJ dining
hall), using the teamwork approach
where everybody pitches in to help.

How is Angel Tea Planned?

Angel Tea is organized by a committee
of kBF ladies who use their gifts and
talents to lead the rest of the church
members in areas of program, decora-
tions, food, serving, finances, and table
reservations. All year long, Angel Tea

committee members pray for the next
tea. Plans begin in the spring to present
a gospel program, weaving in a specific
theme that includes everything from
food to decorations to nametags to spe-
cial features.

One year the Dickens Singers of
Songrise Ministries presented the pro-
gram. Since their costumes and music
reflected the Old English motif, dec-
orations included Victorian lace and
ribbons. Gingerbread was served with
hot mulled cider.

Another year the committee decided
on its theme first, “Old Fashioned
Country Christmas,” using borrowed
quilts as wall decorations and jars of
homemade jam as favors for ladies to
take home. Mid-summer God led the
committee to hear of the ministry of
Rocky and Marla Ayatsuka, a Japanese-
Texan couple. They traveled from the
inaka (countryside) of Kyushu to pro-
vide bilingual music and message, their

country background fitting the theme
to a tee.

In keeping with the theme of another
year, “Jesus the Light of the World,”
guests enjoyed a fashion show featur-
ing KBF members dressed in native
costumes from their home countries
around the world. Following the mes-
sage, the entire group sang “Silent
Night” by candlelight. The women in
costume held candles around the perim-
eter of the room, emphasizing the truth
that Jesus is for all people!

What are the Joys of Angel
Tea?

Although Angel Tea involves a great
amount of work, the joys are many!

e Over the years Angel Tea has grown
from 50 to nearly 200 in attendance.
Because of space limitations, a second
tea, held in the afternoon, was added.
Some have even suggested adding a
third, to be held in the evening!

e It is difficult to gauge the spiritual
fruit of an event like Angel Tea, for it is
likely one of many influences eventu-
ally leading people to Christ. We praise
the Lord for Mrs. Sekine who came to
Christ as a result of last year’s tea. She
faithfully attends church and weekday
Bible study.

¢ Angel Tea brings church members
together for prayer times and decoration
preparation during the year, as well as
for work on the actual day. Various ones
from the church have taken their turn
sharing a testimony or singing a special
song. Teenagers serve as waitresses, and
one of the men at church runs a nursery
so young moms can attend.

e Last year a church in Alabama part-
nered with us to send table runners and
other decorations for the event. They
too were able to have a part in outreach
from thousands of miles away.

A\ngels continue to si_n%,
“Glory to god in the highest!”

Jeannie Johnson, along with
her husband, Tim, has served
with TEAM since 1987. She
works with Home Schooling
missionary families through
School Support Services, and
leads evangelistic Bible stud-
ies. She is the mother of two

children.
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Christmas
Shows the World
One F-A-C-E

By Don Wright

RISTMAS is one of the best
‘ times of the year for evangelism!
ersonally, I think that it is hard
to fail. In our church we strive to give
a positive image! We advertise widely.

Here’s what we have done.

1 Cooperative advertising: One
personal goal for our church
plant in Minami Urawa is to pro-
mote a sense of unity among the
churches in our area. I have tried
to attend the local pastors’ meet-
ings. As a result we have been
able to put Christmas advertise-
ment in two free shopper papers.

2 Music evangelism: Last
Christmas we invited a music
group from America to provide
a concert in a local hall. This
year we are not only bringing
a musical group over but also
we are inviting local churches
to participate. Three churches
have responded positively. Also
we are thankful for several who
came to Christ last year, and pray
this will be true again this year!

3 Presenting ONE FACE: I have
a dream! But first let me back
track.

During the World Cup Soccer event,
in cooperation with Campus Crusade,
five or more churches in Saitama City
chose the day before Japan’s first soc-
cer game for an outreach event. Each
church chose a near-by train station
and from 5:30 to 7:30 passed out soc-
cer related evangelistic materials.
We were amazed how many people
eagerly accepted tracts, handbooks,
Bibles, videos, and CDs. The CD
ROMs containing the Jesus video,
audios, and the Gospel of Luke, etc.
were most eagerly received! What a
wonderful opportunity! And it worked
because of the World Cup event, peo-
ple’s interest, the variety of handouts,
and God’s Holy Spirit. Much prayer
had gone into all the preparation.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we
could use Christmas in a similar way?
Would it be possible for all of us to
plan outreach-at our local train sta-
tions, say on Christmas Eve 2003 from
5:30 to 7:307 On-the same eve, pass-
ing out the same materials, wearing
the same “shirts”, whatever, we would
indeed show OneFace to the world!
Jesus said it didn’t He? “But I, when I
am lifted up from the earth, will draw
all men unto myself” (John 12:32).

I know for this dream to come true

there will have to be a lot of coopera-
tion and planning. Christmas, after all,
shows the world One Face! Let’s all
start dreaming!

Don Wright with his wife, JoAnn, has
served with Baptist General Conference
since 1969. The Wrights are in church plant-
ing in Minami Urawa City.

(Thoughts, suggestions,
or dreams you might
have for a nationwide
Christmas outreach,
please contact Janice

Kropp.
Email: dikropp@gol.com)

“I have sufferend through
many a dull and tedious
sermon, but no sermon
is poor or long when the
preacher is showing me

the beauty of Jeus.”
AW. Tozer

Taken from Encyclopedia of
7700 Lllustrations,
Paul Lee Tan, ThD.

Continued from page 3

I wept because I love them and
want them to experience fullness of
life with Me for all eternity. I wept
because I know those who refuse to
come will be eternally separated from
Me in hell. I went to hell, for you. I
took My own penalty for sin so that
you might be forgiven.

So I'm turning the questions
around. Why do you do evil? Why do
you deliberately continue in behaviors
that damage your health? Why do you
steal? Why, husbands, do you hit your
wives? Why are you men so driven
to make money and climb a ladder
of success, only to be disappointed
when you get there and wonder why?
I want you to be successful. I enjoy
your prosperity and exercising your
abilities. I designed you to achieve,
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but I didn’t intend for you to leave Me
out in the process and claim you did it
all yourself.

You condemn Me for your own sin-
ful behavior when I'm the only person
in the universe capable of changing
you on the inside and giving you a
right relationship with your Creator.
I weep over you. I love you. I long for
you. I want you to know Me and enjoy
My love and goodness. Why do you
turn from Me? The more I call you,
the further you go from Me (Hosea
11:1-2).

So I ask you, when do you weep
over the evil in the world? How much
do you care? How much are you
willing to sacrifice to alleviate suffer-
ing? If you poured all of the physical
and financial resources of the world
into solving poverty, it still wouldn’t

change the hearts, and people would
still do evil. I'm the only One who can
solve that problem, and I long to do
so in you. Will you let Me in?

(This piece has been translated into
Japanese. For copies contact e-mail:
dikropp@gol.com for copies.)

Dr. Roy Price served as a pastor of the
Christian & Missionary Alliance for 43
years. He is presently retired.

This article has been used by per-
mission, the Alliance Life Magazine,
December 2000.
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Tis could be a CONFERENCE
that will change the history of
the Church in Japan! I personally
believe that it will be, and I am pray-
ing to that end. The Japan Evangelical
Association (JEA) is planning a student
mission conference in August, 2003
that could radically change the course
of evangelism both within Japan and
around the world. I cannot adequately
express the excitement and hope I
feel. This Youth Conference will
be held on the campus of Aoyama
Gakuin (School) next August from the
12th to the 15th. The Church is look-
ing for 2,000 young people to come

s5un) FLTU— LD TS5 Mt (7aum it

hear the challenge of world missions.

JEA is asking US to work with them
in presenting the challenge of mis-
sions. Never in my thirty-one years of
experience in Japan have I seen such
a golden opportunity for the mission-
ary community to come alongside the
Church and, with this open invita-
tion, do what we do best—present
the needs of our lost world and give
a worldwide vision for reaching it!
This great opportunity has come to
us, but we all know nothing happens
automatically.

Our first step is PRAYER, concen

trated prayer that God will use this
Youth Conference to call out young
men and women to surrender all
and follow Christ in the work of His
Kingdom. Our second step is to PUT
FEET TO OUR PRAYERS and ASK
the Lord what He would have us DO.

Your JEMA Executive Committee
is forming an ad hoc committee to
work with JEA. Students will be com-
ing from overseas and they will need
interpretation and hosts. Missions are
being asked to present workshops on
specialized ministries and to address
issues dealing with “the call” and the
sending of missionaries. They are also
being asked to present specialized
ministries taking place within Japan.
Missionaries are invited to send their
adult children, trusting God for their
participation and response to God’s
call.

The budget for this huge under-
taking is estimated at 50 million yen.
The JEA planning committee is first
looking to their churches to cover the
expenses. Per student costs will be
heavily subsidized, hoping that will
encourage attendance. It will be our
privilege also to help financially.

I have learned through numerous
experiences over the years the truth
of 2 Corinthians 9:6, “He who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully.”
The vision of JEA is that this Youth
Conference be the first of many, hold-
ing them on a three or four-year cycle.
Therefore, this first Youth Conference
is very important! It is our opportu-
nity to get in on the “ground floor.”
As I see it, four words summarize our
involvement as JEMA missionaries.

What must we do?

We need to PRAY, COOPERATE,

GIVE & SEND!

For information contact the JEmaA office
Tel: 033-295-1949;

FAX: 033-295-1354;

E-mail: jema@jema.org

Ray Leaf, JEMA President
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Whena
Nation Prayed

Part 2: fin Honest fippraisal as to
Why We have failed

By Donnell Md.ean

BIFTBRISIE TENTP
D NOT RelB-£<ID

II: Japan’s neighboring country, China,

over 5,000,000 come to Christ every
ear! And in Brazil it is 3,000,000!
Considering this, we need to be very
honest and ask ourselves the questions:
“Why? Where are we failing?” It is time
for us to get dead serious and brutally
honest with ourselves about facing rea-
sons why we have failed to evangelize
this land! Without a doubt we know it
is God’s longing for all the multiple mil-
lions of Japanese to be swept into the
Kingdom of God (I Timothy 2:1-6)!

God wants to do in Japan what
He is currently doing in China, South
America, Africa, etc. A nationwide
outpouring of His Spirit, as happened
in Korea and Wales after the turn of
the century (1907-1909), is what God
Himself desires.

Therefore, in transparent, non-
defensive honesty let’s try to answer
the question, “Why have we not really
seen God impact this nation during our
postwar ministry?” Allow me to spec-
ify several areas we would do well to
prayerfully consider. These could very
well be some of the reasons for our not
seeing fruit. (Please know that each of
the following areas is only concisely
mentioned, as each could become a full
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chapter in a comprehensive discourse.)

1. We have failed to adequately
recognize our real enemy and take
authority in Christ to release souls held
in captivity. It must be conceded that
the fortresses of the enemy in Japan are
so deceptive in nature that an extreme
ability to discern them is necessary. A
battle cannot be fought effectively if the
attacking army is not aware of where,
when and how to attack. To the Western
eye, present-day Japan is so modern
and so sophisticated that we tend to see
a civilization much like our own. We do
not readily perceive the spiritual shack-
les holding the souls of the Japanese.

A few Japanese are led to the Lord
quite simply and we give God thanks,
but the extremely deceptive teach-
ings of both Buddhism and Shintoism
numb the majority. Pageant Wilkes,
one of our missionary statesmen of the
last century, referred to Buddhism as
“The exquisite counterfeit.” In many
instances even as we talk of the things
of God, to the Japanese our words are
filtered through their Buddhist system
of morals and somehow they come out
thinking we are on their side! How eas-
ily they say, “All paths lead to the same
mountaintop” (heaven).

Shintoism, on the other hand, has an
appearance of gaiety with the beautiful
kimono for the children at their festi-
vals and so forth. All this, however, is
covering a system that networks shrines
geographically to strong demonic influ-
ences and delusions that totally blind
and bind the Japanese.

2. We have not been committed to
total obedience to our Lord’s specific
orders in Mark 16:15. He commanded,
“Go ye into all the world (every place,
yes, village and town, too) and preach
the gospel to every creature (person-—
all).” We have been content just to have
a ministry job that we do faithfully, but
we do it without simultaneously car-
rying a burden for and commitment to
be personally involved in actually con-
tinuing to evangelize the nation until
we have established churches in every
community in Japan! It seems that many
of us have left the reaching of those
rural areas to someone else. Anyone!
Sadly, though, everyone else is doing

the same! We know the results, don’t
we? The Japanese are still unreached!
(Psalm 142:4; Isaiah 59:9-12).

3. We have failed to disciple and lead
our converts to be soul-winners, com-
mitted to take the gospel everywhere.
Sadly, if missionaries do not have that
dedication and lead, then it is only
logical new believers won’t become
soul-winners either. It is imperative
that we be winning souls and inspiring
new believers to also be passionately
committed to soul-winning, too! An
appalling thought indeed. Paul’s exam-
ple is recorded in 2 Timothy 2:1-2. It
is extremely disconcerting to realize
that the majority of Japanese Christians
have never won a soul to Christ, even
though our Lord fully expects one and
all to “bear much fruit” as we read in
John 15. Believers need to be taught,
led and challenged by the missionar-
ies’ example. Could it be that our lack
of burning passion and not being “out
there” winning souls has had a negative
influence on our Japanese Christians?

4. Could it be that we have become
professionals rather than missionaries
who are more than anything else men
and women of prayer? That is, interces-
sors whose burden for the nation is so
heavy we continually travail in prayer
for the salvation of this nation? Praying
Hyde in India carried such a burden
for the lost that very often he was con-
strained to pray all night! This was true,
too, of David Brainerd, Henry Martin,
and every missionary who has been
mightily used of God! How often have
you seen weeping for the lost souls of
Japan? How many are so burdened that
their appetites often go? God’s purpose
for every missionary and pastor is to
be first an intercessor, underlying their
ministry as a teacher or church planter,
etc., with prayer. If God truly had His
way in each of our lives as missionaries
and pastors, too, this would be true of
us (1 Timothy 2:1-2).

5. In spite of the fact that God, in
Joel 2, has clearly specified the path
that will undoubtedly lead to an out-
pouring of His Spirit, both locally and
nationwide, we have not gathered
together in Solemn Assemblies of



prayer and fasting. This is the path that
will undoubtedly lead to the revival we
so desperately need. It's God’s way! We
have not been willing to pay the price-
--to unite and get under that burden of
a perishing nation! We would rather
be busy doing it our way than doing it
God’s way-—-on our knees. It’s an abso-
lute fact that, IF we do not gather often
together in united intercession for this
nation, it will never ever happen! May
God help us to obey Him.

6. There has been little or no self-
sacrifice in our burning passion to win
this nation to Christ! For example, how
else can we explain the multiplication
of missionaries in the major cities and,
oppositely, the very evident lack of our
being scattered into rural areas? We put
the education of our children ahead of
the salvation of the lost! Or, we will not
go to the more isolated and lonely rural
areas that are so needy, preferring to
stay in the big cities. Sadly, too, it is also
very true that nationals are not ready or
willing to go to those very difficult rural
areas because these areas are more
steeped in Buddhism and Shintoism.
It’s too hard in those places! But please
remember that those very rural areas
are the enemy’s strongholds, and unless
we enter and take them for Christ, this
nation will never be really reached.

7. Having strategies that exclude the
rural unreached areas indicates our
lack of interest in or commitment to
reaching them! It would appear that
such places are not even on our maps!
Many evangelical denominations have
plans to plant churches only in the pre-
fectural capitals and other places of
approximately the same size or impor-
tance. This is disobedience to our
Master’s orders! Were not Jesus’ very
last words here on earth, “And ye shall
be witnesses both in Jerusalem, and
in ALL Judea...and unto the uttermost
parts...”? It is imperative that we have a
strategy that includes even the remotest
village! Anything short of this is disobe-
dience and we will be responsible for
those souls (Ezekiel 3 & 33).

8. We have failed to “hit the streets” in
constant, total evangelism outreaches!
Our Lord’s command was to go and not

sit in churches expecting the lost to
come to us. What have the JW’s done?
There is not a home in the nation that
they have not visited and taken their
literature to! And not once but many
times! Is this not one reason why they
have far more in attendance on Sundays
at their services than all the evangeli-
cals combined? And remember, too, they
started their evangelism many years after
we did! Shame on the church of Jesus
Christ! Consider Paul’s example in Acts!
He always led large teams that never
failed to go to every village with the gos-
pel. And we must do the same! Why is it
that we evangelicals have been so lazy in
evangelism? Next to prayer, evangelism
must be our top priority.

Speaking from personal experience,
for over 30 years in every place we
planted churches, we were constantly
moving throughout the cities, towns
and villages visiting the homes, distrib-
uting literature and eagerly searching
for those hungry, prepared hearts!
Fervent, unceasing evangelism “out
there” amongst the people is absolutely
necessary! We have to sow the seed
if we want to reap a harvest! Because
we haven’t sowed faithfully or have
left it up to others who have done like
we are doing, we have not seen God’s
planned harvest! Our Commander and
Chief ordered, “Go...to every creature
(person).”

9. Too often an intellectual presenta-
tion of the gospel has been given to
this people who are both extremely
intelligent and highly educated. This
has resulted in a tendency to persuade
our converts with appeals to the mind,
that is, reason. We all know it can be
unequivocally proven to the rational
mind that Jesus is the Savior and the
Son of God. But, tragically, this produces
believers who have never experienced a
divine encounter with the living Christ,
which is absolutely necessary and very
much an integral part of anyone’s true
salvation experience! The Christian
experience must result in a living rela-
tionship with the resurrected Jesus!
And, moreover, any convert who experi-
ences such a divine encounter becomes
very solid in his or her faith, for God is
very real in the person’s life and experi-
ence. This is a must— always!

10. Characteristically our ministry
in Japan has been lacking the super-
natural, the powerful anointing of the
Holy Spirit that produces miracles. Yes,
even “signs and wonders,” as Paul put
it.. Jesus said, “He that believeth on me,
the works that I do shall he do also;
and greater works than these shall he
do, because I go unto my Father” (John
14:12). Again, in His great commission
He promised, “And these signs shall
follow them that believe; in my name
shall they cast out devils...they shall
lay their hands on the sick and they
shall recover.” Sadly, we have primarily
ministered in weakness, without dem-
onstrations of God’s power, and this has
minimized the impact of our message
tremendously! How we need to move in
the power of the Holy Ghost in all our
ministries!

Tragically, in many of the new false
religions that have cropped up in Japan
during the postwar era, phenomenal
miracles are happening which cause the
searching, unsaved Japanese to think
they are of God, and these cults are
experiencing phenomenal growth! Once
again this is definite evidence of search-
ing hearts! Oh, we must---we have
to—reach them!

God help us to more truly represent
our Lord! Let us cry out to God for His
anointing that we might begin to see
our ministries accompanied by those
God-promised signs and wonders-—-all
to His glory and for the salvation of pre-
cious, perishing Japanese! Remember
Jesus’ words in Mark 9:29? “This kind
can come forth by nothing but by prayer
and fasting.”

Next Issue: Part 3 of this series,
entitled, Japan’s Greatest Need—
Intercessors

Donnel McLean, along with his wife, served
as a missionaries to Japan from June 1953
to December 1994.
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Praver Focus

I urge, then, first of all, that
requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving
be made for everyone.

An Open Letter

Dear Readers of the Jopsan Harvert

9 thinks it is lime to wpdiate you on the taga of the five
/MWMMWM,#M&A’@ Waumat;decaﬂ
'95,72«&47%6-8, Qall '96,7;&7@4/2& 73, Jall '97,7104;%20.

We hase just learned $hat the Aushalian Abtrey General
hias sot the dute of NOVEMBER 6 and 17 for the panole of foun,
which means they will be deported to Japan THIS YEAR.
These have served over 10 years and will be releated ot the end
J;ealld,fago. (Jeaeceiaecfa/#wda/m%c;mmdummm
bonce,)

Much has banspired since 1997 and I am swre you are
WWW&WWMZ’JMW

ﬂnunté%a%dwad%dedwmﬁcd&antaﬂte
Aushalian Minister of Juslice ashking for leniency under the
/)moqaﬁaeof/ﬂmafﬂct ﬂﬂmwamwmtam;/em,m
Manch of 2000, we received an answer fprom the Minister of
/MW&WWWWWW At the
mw&aﬁhﬂhﬁeﬂmﬂweomnm&m,
Suibyerland. We are still waiting lo hear o responte. The
Oscha Laws Auociation hat ully supported the innocence of
Office to intoruen.

ﬂmmémo{/afzmmnemaﬁma/pﬁdumcl7ym-
grami have featmred this cate and ad a resudt we have deen the
following:

7 7&/@%4%#%6%@#&%%%&@”!&&@
counbry, fo choote whene they will serve thein dentence.

2 7&WMMM#4W74WMG&¢M
dlatement ashing for the early release of Mr. Kiichino Aiami,
70¢eaMoM.

Although we have heard no reply rom the parole board we
addume thal the Novemben releate is the anwen.

jntﬁewmwaéa/{qeml/tewnmw
mmgmlﬂ&awwpwaﬁpﬁwﬁhnloﬂwﬂw
High Commission. J. igation and redearch have been
dove to gather new euidence for proo] that the formen bui-
als were held in an dllegal fushion. The hope i b have the
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federal government grant a reopening of the cate, thus a
hearing for acquittal of any wiongdoing. This will tahe
amhacfe,mﬂtme/nmﬁm/ewacwtfahm;qm.
We pray that (/’acl will c,‘aant ;’udice in thii cade.

ﬂW/7MW¢mmW&M¢@WZM
{or the Melbowne Age News a very fausrable arlicle about one
of the pritonens, Miss Chika Honda. In the article she gave
“She 4its in the contact witit room of the Dame Phuyllis Frost
Centre, a priton on Melbouwne's weslern outiheirts. Her face
lights, wp. as. she explain, in brohen English, what the has
learnt in jail. She says she came lo Austhialia fo see hangaroos
and hoalas 10 years ago, bt has ot seen any yet. She talka
of her convenrsion ts Clnistianity and says hen faith hat sus-
bained hen thnough ilness and despain, which took hen b the
brin of suicide. ‘) did wot understand anything and it was
Mea&wm,'d/zemofeh/999,¢hamad¢yaﬁpedham-
Wﬁan.?meﬁWw«éeupkﬂmﬂw
dheam 40 many bimes that ) bied. bo pinch my cheeh and hit
MWJW&MW.)JWM@M...M;/W
b been hunt a if it has beon stablied with o buife.”

WeMWWWWW&M
Clvvistian bnothers,

Kiichino Asami, Masaharw, Mitsuo, and Yoshio Kalsuna,
and sister in Clnist, Chika Honda. Masaharu received, bap-
lism in priton Oclober 31, 1995, and Yoshio on December
71, 1999. As they relwn to fJapan in November, J would ask
ﬂte@/ﬂdﬁancammiﬁ/laqiaeﬂwmaammwdwmmd
pray with me that God will wie thoin tostimonics for Clinist's
¢lory. Ab you can imagine, their families in Japan have been
these o be won 1o Clvist. Thene is great polontial for God's
glory to o mightily reuecled!

/W/tdehm&m;taﬂmﬁa&aﬂt%e/we/aﬁamew
drusgs slippned. into thein bags.)

Written by Stephen Young, living in Perth, Australia



Winning
* on

the
Ground

By Gary Brumbelow
World Pulse, 1/11/2002

e into CNN these days and you
T:llve a decent chance of hearing
Pentagon brass explaining to a
mildly surprised American public why
air power alone cannot win the war in
Afghanistan.

People not savvy about military
affairs assume that the stunning supe-
riority and Star Wars technology of
America’s air militia should do the
trick. But some things can only hap-
pen on the ground.

Sure, we’d like a remote-control
war. Since Desert Storm, we suppose
that we can zoom into battle, estab-
lish utter air superiority unscathed,
and then bomb our way to complete
v-i-c-t-o-r-y!

Long-haul missionary service
hasn’t always been a radical idea.

Those unmanned spy planes are
the ultimate in security. Fly one
around and get great reconnaissance
with no more worry than losing an
x million dollar piece of equipment.
But it doesn’t work that way. Taliban
tide turned only after some American
soldiers put their feet on the Afghan
desert. Even in the 21st century,
nobody wins a war without getting up
close and personal.

The parallels to missionary service
are clear. Afghanistan’s war reminds
us that we can’t expect to see the
church of Jesus Christ advance while
we merely hover over the territory
with our finest distance ministries.
Mind you, we very much need the
contribution of short-termers,
researchers, pray-ers, facilitators and
mobilizers. But eventually, somebody
has to get on the ground. Somebody

has to move into the culture and do
the in-your-face work of incarnational
ministry.

That doesn’t play so well in too
many North American congregations.
We like the security of zooming in
and coming right back out. Short-term
trips, like laser-guided bombing runs,
are high on adrenaline and adventure.
Nothing wrong with that. In fact, lots
of good comes from distance minis-
tries, including short-term trips. But
we mustn’t entertain the misguided
notion that long-distance alone will
do the job!

Trouble is, we may be doing that
already. For the four-year period
between 1992 and 1996, short-term
missionary trips of two weeks to four
years grew by 63%, those of one to
four years increased by 28%, while in
the same period, long-term mission-
ary efforts gained 1% !

On-the-ground, long-haul mis-
sionary service hasn’t always been a
radical idea. There was a time when it
wasn’t considered a big deal for a mis-
sionary family to move—permanently,
more or less, to some foreign locale.
Somehow we seemed to understand
that security and missionary service
are opposite ends of a spectrum. We
need to reexamine that idea.

A church I know recently sent a
young couple and baby to a remote
tribal village in the Arctic for a church-
planting ministry. Some people in
their church regarded such an assign-
ment unworthy of their Hollywood
good looks, winsome personalities
and obvious gifts. The mission pastor
endured some angry questioning of
the audacity of their plans.

To their credit, the same congrega-

tion enthusiastically sends almost 200
short-termers all over the world every
summer. But this young family wasn’t
coming right back, and somehow that
didn’t compute. Now that the deed is
done, were they to suffer any serious
difficulty? I wonder if any answer by
church and mission leaders would
stem the torrent of blame.

That’s Star Wars thinking. People
in unreached communities need
someone to live out the Truth in
their world, speaking their language,
sharing their anger—in short, dem-
onstrating the gospel as a function of
their context.

The Word who became flesh and
dwelt among us still calls some to the
same model. Only from such stout
obedience will the task be completed.

Copied with permission from World
Pulse, P.O. Box 794, Wheaton, IL 60187
E-mail: emis@wheaton.edu
Website:www.wheaton.edu/bgc/emis

Gary Brumbelow is general director of
IntrAct Ministries, Boring, OR (USA). He is
a contributing editor for World Pulse.

Winter Issue will carry Ron
Barbar’s experience in an
article entitled: ‘“Short-term
Missions: Are They Worth
the Effort?”

[ —
! —
Total lmow-how from biscuit producuon
Food process englneermg '
Bakery,Biscuit and Confectionery plant.
We offen the whole management of biscuit business,starting from oven,
JGAI VICARS co., LTD. |
6-12,2-Chome,Ginza,Chuo-ku,Tokyo,104-0061,Japan TEL(03)-3562-1041 FAX(03)3564-6703
—
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Thinking Theologically

about Church Planting:

Barth as a Possible Theological Source bybaleLittte

ing place, length of performance, starting and finishing

times, participants, primary and secondary actors, and
investments of resources had all successfully concluded. The
opening curtain was about to rise. As one of the primary actors,
I was a little nervous. This was only my second performance.
But the Director’s promise of ultimate success was an encour-
agement. This was no mere ninety-minute performance. Like
the previous drama I had performed in, this one was also to last
about four years. I was about to participate in planting another
church in Japan.

During the long performance I would need some helpful
resources, so I developed a habit of looking for writings that
deal with the link between church planting and theology. I have
come to the conclusion that they are rare. There are numer-
ous good books on missions, but these usually touch in only
a cursory manner upon either church planting or theology. I
have found only one book that has theology of church planting
as its major theme. [Stuart Murray, Church Planting: Laying
Foundations. (Carlisle, Great Britain: Paternoster Press, 1998).]

I believe church planting should be rooted in a combined
missional and theological framework. One aspect of this theo-
logical framework is ecclesiology, or the study of the Church.
Church planters are performers of missional ecclesiology. It
follows that our performance can conceivably be improved by
accessing the resources found in writings that deal with theol-
ogy of the Church. Let’s take one such writer as an example.

Karl Barth’s ecclesiology is characterized by an emphasis
on the mission of the Church. [Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics,
IV/2,3 (New York: Scribner, 1955).] Others have done the same.
[Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “The Church is the Church only
when it exists for others” in Letters and Papers from Prison
(New York: Macmillan, 1953), 253. Other theologians have
also emphasized that the church exists for the world. Helmut
Thielicke, The Evangelical Faith, vol. 1, G. W. Bromiley, trans.
and ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1974), 345, 362. Hans Kiing,
The Church: Maintained in Truth, E. Quinn, trans. (New York:
Seabury, 1980), 485-86. Albert Theodore Eastman, Chosen and
Sent: Calling the Church to Mission (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1971), 129, 132-33.] But Barth is arguably the theological giant of
twentieth century Protestant theology. His selection here does
not imply a naive acceptance of his theology. For instance, his
theology proper posits a yawning ontological gap between God
and humanity such that God becomes unreal and remote. [See
chapter three of Klaus Bockmuehl, The Unreal God of Modern
Theology (Colorado Springs: Helmers & Howard, 1988).] Not
even Barth’s Christology overcomes this problem. Nevertheless,
his ecclesiology can be a good theological resource for church
planters.

Barth was a churchman driven by pastoral concerns and
committed to instructing the community of the faithful. [See
Donald G. Bloesch, “Karl Barth and the Life of the Church,”
Center Journal 1 (1981): 65.] Therefore, he was particularly
concerned about the preaching responsibilities of pastors. [“My
whole theology is fundamentally a theology for pastors. It grew
out of my own situation when I had to teach and preach and
counsel.” Karl Barth, Final Testimonies ed., Eberhard Busch,

Ti\e performance was about to begin. Negotiations concern-
i
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trans. G. W. Bromiley (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1977), 23.] His
desire was to make the Bible the root of all Christian thinking
and teaching so that the theological student would be better
prepared to minister in the pastorate, particularly in the pulpit,
and so that the Church would be better served. These eccle-
siastical concerns of Barth align with the interests of church
planters.

The way in which Barth derives his ecclesiology directly
from his theology of justification, sanctification, and vocation
is unique. His ecclesiology is not an afterthought, an append-
age added at the end of his theology. Rather, it is derived from
his teaching about reconciliation or salvation, doctrines that
are central to his theological system. The result is that Barth’s
ecclesiology has an important place in his theology. According
to Barth, the Church exists for the world, even as Christ was
sent for the world. The Church exists for those who are not yet
its members.

If a theology for church planting was both to follow Barth’s
ecclesiological methodology and show an understanding of the
mission of God, it would demonstrate that missional church
planting is grounded in the triune God and in His salvation.
From Barth, the church planter can learn that the Church is
the primary means through which God achieves His global
purposes for the people of the world. Church planting reflects
the passion of God for the eternally lost who are not yet a part
of the Church. The missional movement of God is toward sin-
ners, toward those who yet need to repent, toward the world.
When God’s passion for the salvation of all people is embedded
at the core of church planting, that church planting will display
the very heart of our missionary God. To reflect God in this way
is to worship Him. This is not a cultic, ceremonial worship con-
fined to an hour or two on Sundays. It is the worship of lifelong
service, motivated by the mission of God Himself.

My enthusiasm and energy for the church plant I am cur-
rently performing remains quite high, partly because I have
learned to access some theological resources. Of course, the
primary theological resource for church planters remains the
Bible. Mining the resources there should reap the greatest
reward. [ hope you, too, are learning how to equip yourself for a
faithful church planting performance.

Dale was raised in Japan as an EFCMJ missionary kid
and returned as a missionary in 1984. He currently
leads a church planting project in Higashi Murayama
Shi, Tokyo and is a lecturer in theology at Japan Bible
Seminary in Hamura Shi, Tokyo. Dale, his wife, Ann,
and three children live in Higashi Kurume Shi, Tokyo.

(Summer Issue correction.) We failed to put the follow-
ing footnote: Kevin J. Vanhoozer, “The Voice and the Actor:
A Dramatic Proposal about the Ministry and Minstrelsy of
Theology,” in Evangelical Futures: A Conversation on
Theological Method, ed. John G. Stackhouse, Jr. (Grand
Rapids, 2000), 84.



t arecent gathering where a con-
Aiserable diversity of missionary
inion was present, the subject
of accommodation by Christians to
the local culture at a funeral came up
for discussion. The opinion expressed
by some that their practice of bowing
to the picture of the deceased, even
burning of incense, could be followed
with good conscience as acceptable
accommodation to the Japanese cul-
ture. I would like to respond briefly
to two aspects of this opinion.
“A Good Conscience”

First, is the conscience a sure
indicator of what is right or wrong
conduct? Is it not rather like a gauge
that measures a given matter from
the individual’s standpoint, giving him
some assurance that the attitude or
conduct being considered is accept-
able or not? But by what standard
does the individual make these mea-
surements, from what standpoint?
The answer must be from his own
background, his own environmental
past, his home, education, reading,
and church. In all of these there are
many conflicting opinions. Is there
no one absolute to instruct us as to
what is right and what is wrong so
that our consciences can measure
by that standard and give us reliable
warning when we detour from the
right course?

The evangelical Christian would
answer that indeed there is—that
the revelation of God in Scripture is
for that very purpose. Without the
correct education of God’s Word, a
conscience might well assure one
that wrong was right. On a contro-
versial matter such as the bowing to
or burning incense before the picture
at a funeral in Japan, the question is
not first, “How does my conscience
react?” but “What does the Word of
God teach concerning this?” The
feeling of a “good conscience” may
simply be the feeling of a misin-
formed conscience.

Secondly, then, what does the
Word of God teach about bowing
to impersonal things or participat-
ing in religious practices where men
are trying to approach the spirits of
the dead? Concerning an approach
to spirits there are many warnings

Nugget

from Vol 33, No 3 1983
The Question of
Accommodation to
Culture at Funerals

By John Young

in Scripture against such an effort
made either personally or through
mediums. For instance, in Leviticus
19:31 we read, “Do not turn to ghosts
or spirits” (NASB marginal reading). As
to bowing, the second commandment
speaks very concisely concerning it.
We are forbidden to bow to anything
made by men “in the likeness of any-
thing.” Scripture approves a bow of
divine worship to God only and a
bow of salutation to men and angels.
The Hebrew word for bow is shachah
and it can also be translated as wor-
ship. Regardless of whether one has
a worshipful feeling when he bows,
it is forbidden worship to bow to an
impersonal object, especially one
made in the likeness of something
such as an image or picture. The three
young Hebrews of Daniel chapter
three certainly so understood God’s
commandment, for if the only bow
that was forbidden was one where
there was a worshipful heart feeling,
they could have bowed, not having
such a feeling, and saved themselves
from the furnace. But they knew that
a bow to a man-made object was wor-
ship and they refused.

In 2 Corinthians 10:19-21, Paul
gives us a very sobering reminder:

What do I mean then? That
a thing sacrificed to idols is any-
thing, or that an idol is anything?
No, but I say that the things which

the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice
to demons, and not to God; and I
do not want you to become sharers
with demons. You cannot drink of
the Lord and the cup of demons; you
cannot partake of the table of the
Lord and the table of demones.

To contextualize, and put what
Paul says in the Corinthian context
into the Japanese context, we could
say that the gifts and prayers offered
to the spirits of the dead at funerals
may seem to be nothing, since in real-
ity there are no spirits of the dead
there, but in actuality these offerings,
unconsciously or not, are offered
to the demons who are there. They
are the only creature spirits invisible
present and it is by their deception
that non-Christians are tricked
into believing that the spirits of the
deceased are there. By this trickery
these demon spirits receive human
worship. Therefore, Paul adds, “I do
not want you (Christians) to become
sharers with demons....You cannot
partake of the table of the Lord and
the table of demons.”

To those who have pursued a
Biblically unacceptable accommo-
dation in this area, I would urge a
restudy of 1 Corinthians 10, with
preaching on it to inform the church
members of an honest change of
opinion concerning the acceptability
of either a bow or burning of incense
before a picture. The blessings of the
Lord is involved. “Or do we provoke
the Lord to jealousy? We are not
stronger than He, are we?” (verse 22)
The example of disregard for God’s
demand to display the uniqueness of
the Christian message and practice
at this point is one that will not only
undermine the witness of those who
disregard it, it will also be a handi-
cap to the Christian cause in Japan
in general. It will give the impression
to other Christians and churches that
such accommodation is acceptable
to Christ. Our consciences and our
practices must be instructed by God’s
standards in Scripture if we are suc-
cessfully to “flee from idolatry” (verse
14), “not seeking (our) my profit, but
the profit of the many that they may
be saved” (verse 33).
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From the President’s Pencil

is has been a year of “firsts”
Tor me! It has been my first
time to have a position in JEMA
administration, my first time to
attend the Prayer Summit, and the
first time to attend the Karuizawa
Deeper Life Conference. (The Deeper
Life Conference and the former
JEMA Summer Conference is in the
process of uniting under the banner
of the Karuizawa Union Church and
will hold the 2003 conference under
a new format.) This year’s confer-
ence, though short, was excellent. Dr.
Daniel Lockwood’s messages on faith
from Hebrews 11 were right on tar-
get. By the way, what are the three
components of faith? What are the
three major questions to ask about
creation? How about the ques-
tion, “If I am in a situation of moral
compromise, will God deliver me?”
These were just a few of the topics
covered in the series of seven mes-
sages. If you would like to hear Dr.
Lockwood’s perspective, tapes are
available. Contact, Ron Stoller (E-
mail: Stoller@Japan.email.ne.jp)
Next year’s conference will be

JEMA &5 JEA

Sunday, August 3 to Sunday, August
10. Plans are already in progress!

The prayer summits, the Karuizawa
Conference, women’s retreats, and
the Church Planter’s Institute, along
with many other events and activities,
are endeavors of JEMA missionaries
working together for the benefit of
the entire missionary community. I
am continually impressed by the
labor of love given freely by our fel-
low missionaries who serve and help
us in our ministries. Maybe you live
in a remote area, such as the Yaeyama
Islands south of Okinawa, with very
little connection to the JEMA commu-
nity. You may feel as though the office
in Tokyo has little or nothing to do
with your life and ministry. Not so!
The Japan Harvest Magazine, the JEMA
Directory, and the JEMA website can
be your resources. The use of these
will keep you in touch with your com-
patriots in ministry throughout Japan!

Together we are in the work of
God’s Kingdom! JEMA gives you an
opportunity to be a part of the big
picture in Japan.

Another first for me was attend-
ing the JEA Day of prayer and fasting
at the occ chapel on the evening of
August 13th. In the middle of obon 1

Event

Women’s Day of Prayer
CPI Conference

JEMA Day of Prayer

JEMA Leaders’ Consultation
JEMA Plenary Session
Women'’s Spring Retreat

JEMA Day of Prayer

Tokyo Prayer Summit

JEMA Datebook 2002

Date

October 28, 2002
November 12-15, 2002
January 20, 2003
February 24, 2003
February 25, 2003
March 5-7, 2003

April 7, 2003

May 13-16, 2003

* Contact JEMA Office for housing recommendations

was surprised to see the chapel filled.
The threat of resurging nationalism
and State Shintoism is drawing the
church of Jesus Christ for fervent
prayer!

Hoping to help prepare you for the
coming Christmas season, the Japan
Harvest publication staff hopes you
will find this issue a special blessing.

Ray Leaf

Ray and Ruth Leaf
came to Japan in 1972
under SEND Inter-
national. They serve in
a church planting min-
istry in Higashi Yamato
Shi.

Winter Isoue Dealdline:
November 15th.

Please send articles to your editor at
dikropp@gol.com

Place

OCC KGK room

Fuji Hakone Land
Navigators

OCC*

0CC

Megumi Chalet, Karuizawa

Navigators

Okutama Bible Chalet



July 5, 2002
OCC Tokyo

utine business included the
R%nancial report, the May balance

heet, office equipment pur-
chase, and Commission reports.

It was noted that with the rent
increase for our office space at OCC,
and inadequate income, JEMA mem-
bership fees at the present level will
not be adequate to meet financial obli-
gations. It was moved, seconded and
carried (MSC) that a study be done on
a proposed membership fee increase.
Also under consideration is associate
membership for persons ministering
to Japanese outside of Japan.

It was announced that since there
are not enough students to keep
JMLI (Japan Missionary Language
Institute) financially sound, the school
will close, July, 2003, after 35 years of
operation. JEMA office is considering
a request to store leftover teaching
materials.

The exciting development of JEA's
(Japan Evangelical Association)
Youth Congress set for August 12-15,
2003 presents many opportunities for
JEMA involvement. With a budget of
50 million yen, 2000 hoped- for attend-
ees will include youth in high school
up to adults in their 30’s. JEA desires
JEMA mission agencies to send rep-
resentatives, set up booths and hold
workshops on special ministries both
within Japan and around the world.
JEMA-related missions have a marvel-
ous opportunity not only to recruit
new workers for world missions,
but also further deepen ties with the
church in Japan. JEA requests that
JEMA-related missions make appli-
cation as soon as possible through
JEMA’s ad hoc committee to work
with JEA for this Congress.

Call JEMA office now for your
involvement in the Youth Congress!

Executive Commuttee Report

September 11, 2002
OCC Tokyo

s recommended at the July 5th
&Xcom meeting Peter Blank
ought the results of a study
on the matter of “raising fees.” He
reported that JEMA finances are
healthy and he sees no need to raise
fees at this time. Peter is working on
simplifying the bookkeeping and will
be changing to Quicken software.

JEMA is in the process of creat-
ing a working agreement with the
Karuizawa Union Church to assist
KUC in the summer conferences.
Ray Leaf and Traugott Ockert will be
JEMA's representatives on the KUC
conference planning committee.

CPI reports registrations for the
November conference well ahead of
last year. The number of Japanese
registrants is about one third of the
total anticipated attendees.

Bill Paris is taking over David
Walker’s position as Prayer
Commission chairman. He announced
plans for the January 20, 2003
JEMA day of prayer. There will be
a Prayer Walk beginning in front of
the Emperor’s palace, Sakuradamon,
from 10 a.m. to noon. Bill shared cop-
ies of the new bilingual magazine
entitled, Book of Hope, printed by
New Life League, Japan. Free samples
will be made available to the mission-
ary community.

The JEA sponsored Youth
Congress has changed its name to
Global Missions Youth Conference
2003. The conference will be held
from August 12 — 15. JEA desires
JEMA mission agencies involve-
ment. All are encouraged to send
representatives, set up booths and
hold workshops on specials minis-
tries both within Japan and around
the world. Missions are urged to con-
tact JEMA office as soon as possible.

The Japan Harvest will update you regularly on business and issues
handled at JEMA Executive Committee Meetings.

Posters are available (in English, too)
and may be ordered through JEMA
office.

2003 Leaders’ Consultation will be
held for one day, Monday, February
24 at OCC Chapel from 10:00 to 5:30.
Discussion on various topics may
include: JEMA Code of Ethics, family
issues, JEMA overseas membership,
home schooling support for Japanese
dropouts, member care and coun-
seling, language and orientation for
new missionaries, and disaster relief
training. The Liaison and Membership
Commission will plan the day’s
events.

David Kennedy has returned from
Home Assignment and is working
on updating the RCNJ (Returnees
Christian Network Japan) website
and is planning new outreach.

JEMA’s financial statements are
complete through July. Any questions
regarding finances can be directed to
the JEMA office.

The next Excom is scheduled for
November 6th.

I never behold the
stars that I do not
feel that I am looking
in the face of God. I
can see how it might
be possible for a man
to look down upon

the earth and be an
atheist, but I cannot
conceive how he
could look up into
the heavens and say
there is no God.

—Abraham Lincoln
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preparation to work in disaster, crisis
counseling, etc.

When disaster strikes we must think
of our churches as centers for:

1. Food preparation and distribution

2. Clothing distribution

3. Child care

4. Public shelter

5. Counseling

6. Housing for volunteers

Much attention at this seminar was
given to the Recovery Period. This
is the time when some of the deepest
emotions begin to surface. Frustration,
anger, and a feeling nobody cares are
some of the most common. At this point
Christian workers can have effective
ministry! However, extreme sensitivity
must be evidenced and the workers
must be more willing to listen intently
than offer opinions. As our speakers
mentioned, “We should be prepared to
share our faith without abusing the situ-
ation of the victims.”

Another topic that caught my atten-
tion was that of Child Care. Children
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AL/
at Then?
JEA sponsored Disaster Relief Traini
Reported by Richard Kropp

J1SASLe!

aring ad

their feelings.

4. Encourage families to stay together
as much as possible.

5. Reassure children that the disaster
was not their fault in any way.

6. Encourage children to draw or
paint “how they feel.”

7. Listen to music.

Three days of listening only helped
us get “our feet wet.” There is so much
to learn.

When our JEMA President, Ray Leaf,
asked if I would be interested in attend-
ing this seminar, I wasn't sure I was that
interested. However, I'm very thankful
I took advantage of the opportunity.
I'm hoping these men will return to
Japan, and I trust that the JEMA com-
munity will be able to receive training
in disaster relief. As Christians we must
be prepared, and our churches must be
prepared to meet disaster needs when
they come!

An interview with Bob & James by
JH managing editor brings additional

cturned € O anda rep-
resentatives of major religions came for
“on-the-job training.” Six months later,
when the large earthquake struck the
country, relief was “successful” beyond
anyone’s dreams.

The goal of Global Networks is to
go to as many countries as possible to
give awareness to disaster relief and to
get all those concerned on “the same
page,” as it were. Efforts are being
made to work with the Red Cross and
professional medical emergency teams.
Utilizing the missionary structure, mis-
sionaries could be trained and useful to
their respective governments in case of
disaster.

Future seminars around the
world will include Weapons of Mass
Destruction and Terrorism.

Should disaster strike, what should
we do? What can we do? Being pre-
pared is our vital Christian response!



JMLI
Announces
Closure

ny graduates and former
Mtudents (over 1250 from 48

ifferent missions) will share
our regret in announcing the clo-
sure of the school. Japan Missionary
Language Institute was founded by
the Japan Evangelical Missionary
Association in 1968, and became inde-
pendent in 1990. Because of declining
enrollment, the decision has been
made to close the school after gradu-
ation in July, 2003.

History and Purpose

The first school was located
in Ikebukuro, then moved to
Ochanomizu Christian Center for
several years. The present location
is at Waseda Hoshien in Shinjuku
(Takadanababa station).

JMLI’s purpose has always been to
equip missinaries to communicate the
gospel of Jesus Christ to the people
of Japan. To carry this out, they have
used experienced faculty and effective
materials to enable students to grow

Commusdsiond

and develop in their Japanese ability
and learn to appreciate and adjust to
Japanese culture and society.

Opportunities for study
this Year

Dean Kiwami Kojima would like to
encourage missionaries to take advan-
tage of study opportunities from fall
2002 through July 2003. Classes in
three categories are available.

1. Church Life Program course,
giving valuable study in church vocab-
ulary, worship, praying in Japanese,
etc. at beginner, intermediate, and
advanced levels.

2. Japanese “Bible Class” and
“Home Meetings” (katei shukai)
Simulation Course, with hands-on
experience.

3. Sermon Writing/Correction by
email or in class.

Take advantage of this last oppor-
tunity to study at JMLI! New classes
start in September, January, and April.
Please contact the JMLI office for
details at: 03-3202-0388 (tel. and fax)
or email jmli@gol.com

Appreciation

As a board, we have greatly appre-
ciated the dedicated and excellent
service of Dean Kojima, as well as

that of the two tenured teachers, Ms.
Saito and Ms. Imai who have faith-
fully taught for 20 years. There have
been many other dedicated part-time
teachers as well. We thank God for
them, and wish them well in their
future plans.

We want to close the school on
a positive note of thanksgiving to
God for His provision these almost
35 years. Present Board Chairman
Bernhard Triebel states that JMLI
has fulfilled a very important role in
training a generation of missionaries
in this era, preparing them to com-
municate the gospel. JMLI has had a
special niche in the Tokyo area, and
its presence will be missed.

Board Members:

JoAnn Wright (BGC), secretary, on
behalf of board members:

Bernhard Triebel (SEND), chairman

Wera Laschenko (SAM), missionary
advisor

Carol Love (C&MA), treasurer

Christa Ulmer (LMJ)

Peter Horne
(1946-2002 ) Welcomed Home

ter, International Coordinator

Pf CLC Mission bookshops, died

tragically on July 13, in a climbing
accident.

As a boy, Peter, born in North
London, was involved with “Crusaders,”
a Christian youth organization. Through
the ministry of the Crusader Bible Class,
June 2, 1958, Peter entered into faith. As
he matured he became a man of diverse
talent and giftedness. He could have
become a concert pianist, mathemati-
cian, or businessman, but he felt the
call of God to serve as a missionary to
Japan. In 1971 Peter married Joy, who
had already felt the call upon her life for
missionary service, and they came to
Japan on March 6, 1974.

In 1980 Peter was appointed director
of CLC work in Japan. His excellent

Japanese, acceptance of the culture, and
his ability to do accounts in Japanese
made him an ideal choice. The Japanese
said of Peter, “He has a Japanese heart.”
He and Joy served faithfully in Japan for
the next twenty years. Then in 1990 he
was appointed International Coordinator
for CLC. This entailed working with a
team of area coordinators world-wide.

“Peter was a good and godly man,
spending time in prayer and seeking
the face of God for the future of the
ministry. Gracious and generous, he had
a passion for Christian literature, only
exceeded by his love for Christ and the
desire to see the Gospel spread through-
out the world. His works follow him,”
writes Lewis Codington.

One of Peter’s dreams was to provide
literature to the poorer nations. “Books
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for the World” was born. In memory
of Peter’s life, “Peter Horne Books for
the World Fund” has been established.
Gifts may be made by check to CLC
International Office, 291 Abbeydale
Road, Sheffield, England S71FJ, ear-
marked, “Books for the World.”

Jeanette Owens
Reaches Her Goal!

canette

pressed

on and has
reached the
goal for which
God called her
heavenward in
Christ Jesus.
Cancer took
her physi-
cal body, but
never her joy,
her courage, her hope, her love for
her family and fellow missionaries, or
her desire that unsaved Japanese find
Jesus.

She came with Dave to Japan in
August of 1990.

Over the years she taught and
encouraged many through Scripture,
using Precept Bible study material.
She studied the Word of God and
wanted other to study it too.

She was happy to listen and give
advice using her experience and train-
ing as a nurse whenever any of us had
medical concerns.

TEAM received news of Jeanette’s
home going at our annual conference
in August. We ended the conference
by remembering Jeanette, thanking
God for her life and her home going.
Our closing hymn, “When We All Get
to Heaven, What a Day of Rejoicing
that Will Be,” was sung with deep
meaning and enthusiasm. Jeanette
will be missed, not only by her TEAM
family, but also by many other friends
in Japan and around the world. Our
prayers are with her husband, Dave,
and sons, Todd along with Marcia and
baby Jacob, Jonathan, and Timothy.
Written by Marg Scott,

Submitted by Marg Scott
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Peter’s memorial/thanksgiving service
was held in Sheffield on July 23. There
were about 250 in attendance with many
from other countries, including 10 from
Japan. Peter is survived by his wife, Joy,
and three grown children, two of whom
are married, David and Jen, Charis and

Dr. Helmut Schultz
Called Home!

. Schultz, a longtime mission-
Dry with OMS International in

apan, went to be with the Lord
on August 17, 2002. He was a native
of Canada and first served in Japan
from 1951 to 1954 as part of an itiner-
ant church-planting ministry. After
his graduation from seminary and
marriage to Norma Jean he served
as a missionary here from 1958 to
1979. During that time he ministered
in the Tohoku area for several years,
and served as the OMS Field Director
from 1970 to 1979. He taught at Tokyo
Biblical Seminary. Helmut was an out-
standing preacher who often spoke
at special meetings and had a strong
influence on many future pastors dur-
ing his years at TBS.

After leaving Japan Helmut served
as a Vice President of OMS and later
as the pastor of a large church. He
returned to OMS to pursue an interna-
tional preaching and teaching ministry
and once again served as Japan Field
Director from 1994 to 1996. After leav-
ing Japan he represented the mission
at many seminaries in the US and
Canada and at the time of his death
was finishing a book of devotional
writings.

Helmut Schultz is survived by his
wife, Norma Jean, his two daughters,
Malita and Julie, and by three grand-
children.

Submitted by Marty Meek

Dan, and Jonathan.

Peter will be missed. The missionary
community in Japan extends heartfelt
sympathy to his beloved family.

Joanna Dyer
called Home!

missionary to Japan, entered

heaven on September 2, 2002.
Joanna served in Japan with her hus-
band Stan from 1965 to 1990. During
that time they served in Kyushu as
well as in the Kanto area. Joanna’s
main ministries were cooking and
English evangelism and she made hun-
dreds of new contacts for churches
over the years. She was known for
her hospitality and had many close
relationships with Japanese, both
believers and non-believers. She also
served for a time as nurse at Christian
Academy.

After 1990 Joanna assisted her hus-
band, who was Executive Director of
OMS Canada. However, they returned
to Japan for extended periods of min-
istry from time to time. She last left
Japan in May, when the first symp-
toms of what proved to be pancreatic
cancer became evident.

Joanna is survived by her husband,
by her children, Bob, Becky and Gina,
and by several grandchildren. She
shall be missed by her OMS mission-
ary family and by her many, many
friends.

janna, former OMS International

Submitted by Marty Meek



s a BGC missionary to Japan, I
&d the distinct privilege of invit-
¢ a Japanese pastor of our
church association to join me in attend-

was hesitant to accept. Knowing his
financial status, I offered to cover his
expenses out of monies made avail-
able through our mission. There was no

the road to a healthy church seemed
long and difficult.

Pastor Kawata expressed thankful-
ness to God for each individual life that
had been touched through the ministry
of Tokorozawa Baptist Church. At the
same time, he lamented the very slow
growth of the church over the years.
I sensed that here was a man of God,
scarred and tired from battle. When
asked what he hoped to get out of the
conference, he replied it may be helpful
to find out what others are doing to help
churches grow and to learn from those
who had come to share their expertise
in the field, as well as worshipping with
others.

Three days later the two of us set out
from the conference to return to our
respective duties. I noticed some-

ing the Church Planting Institute
(CPI) Conference in November
2001. Pastor Michiyuki Kawata,
along with his wife and four chil-
dren, had been caring for the flock
of Tokorozawa Baptist Church for
about 15 years, working alongside
missionaries Don and JoAnn Wright
during part of that time.

The church was independent
and stable, but it had plateaued
and was ready for some new ideas
and a fresh vision. Pastor Kawata
knew this and often encouraged
the Lord’s faithful to join him in

various sports-related (usually golf) 3

outreach efforts. He had developed
several contacts and one church
member and one regular attendee
(at the time pre-Christian, but now
a baptized member) had come

through these outreaches. However, | §

there was no clear overall vision for
the future direction of the church.
Part of the issue was location. The
church members did not think they

Several ways to help Japanese

get to the CPI conference.

1. One missionary raised scholarship
funds from supportingt churhes to

send 10 Japanese to CPIL.

. Hokkaido oMF missionaries have
taken up yearly offerings for the
travel and registration to send one

national pastor.

. Several missions budget for scholar-

ship funds.

. Offering rides to and from the
conference can help our national

brothers and sisters with costs.

. Maybe work funds or personal mon-
ies can help Japanese pastors and

their wives attend.

thing quite different as we drove
and talked about many of the same
issues as three days prior. During
the conference I had noticed Pastor
Kawata becoming emotional on a
few occasions and I sensed that
God was working. He now spoke
with enthusiasm and conviction.

He had come to CPI expecting to
get some new ideas for evangelism
or church growth, but had found
the refreshing Spirit of God of even
more value. He mentioned many
times how good it was to worship
with other pastors and missionaries
and how he sensed God’s presence.
He came to the conference with
doubts, but left with a sense of
expectation and hope. In his words,
“Although I attend many confer-
ences throughout the year, CPI was
unique experience.” Pastor Kawata
has a new church building, a new
start in ministry and new passion
for reaching the lost.

CPI Japan was used by God as

were in a place where the church
could stay and grow for a long
period of time, so all plans were effec-
tively put on hold.

God was working and provided the
church with property and a new build-
ing of their own. It was a perfect time
to invite a pastor with a new building,
and a new start, to CPI to help foster
a new vision for this new beginning.
Upon receiving the invitation, Pastor
Kawata expressed his desire to attend
and thanks for the invitation, but he

more hesitation, and we both registered
for the conference.

As we drove the three hours in his
car, we talked quite candidly about
church planting in Japan and the plight
of pastors and Christians across Japan.
There was a general feeling of defeat
as we talked about the hard work and
the slow growth despite that hard work.
While it was obvious God was working,
the barriers seemed insurmountable and

a catalyst in this pastor’s life. Our
prayer is that this story will be repeated
many times.

Jeff and Barb Chapman are missionaries
with the Baptist General Conference. He
and his family are church planters in the
Kansai area. They have been serving in
Japan since 2000.
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World Cup 2002 Statistical Summaries

Volunteer Workers:
500 volunteers from 50 local churches

Youth with a Mission 210

Campus Crusade 190

Japan Baptist Mission 72

Japanese volunteers: 600

Pastor committees in 10 venues organized local events
and hosting teams

Over 130 related events & projects coordinated by Goal
2002 Committee included: mass evangelism, soccer games
& clinics, parades, cultural exchanges, festivals, distribu-
tion & internet evangelism

Total number of participants for all of these events esti-
mated at 92,336 with 150 decisions for Christ

Materials Distributed:
Goal 2002 CDs: produced 200,000, distributed 150,000

20 % Japan Harvest — Fall 2002

Goal 2002 Jesus Cassettes: produced 200,000, distrib-
uted 100,000

Jesus soccer videos: produced 100,000, distributed
100,000

AIA Ultimate Goal videos: produced 10,000, distributed
6,000

Gospel of Luke in 10 languages: produced 60,000, dis-
tributed 54,500

Pocket guides: produced 200,000, distributed 200,000

Wonder-books: produced 100,000, distributed 66,000

4 Spiritual Laws Soccer booklets: produced 30,000, dis-
tributed 15,000

Goal 2002 Tracts: produced 500,000, distributed 500,000.
60,000 tracts were given out at the final three events on
the 26th (Urawa), 28th & 29th (Yokohama) with over 200
people witnessed to.

Soccer In Christ
EHEBFEET._ER

> i
T g = W

Evangelistic website: www.goal2002soccer.com had an
average of 500 pages served per day and an average of 8
requests for more info/presents. The peak on this site was
June 30th with 1,365 pages served per day. From June 30th
to July 2nd an average of 1,000 pages were served per day.

E-Mail addresses:

YWAM Japan—www.ywamjapan.org

Goal 2002—www.goal2002.org

University of the Nations Japan—www.uofnjapan.org

Prepared by Bryan Smith
Youth with a Mission Tokyo Area Director & University
of Nations-Japan Director



Worship & Mudic:

QJW?aBalance
between the Greih
and, the Pamilian—Part 1

ecently, while visiting churches
Rin the U.S., I encountered

numerous settings in which the
majority of songs being sung were
unfamiliar to me. I was reminded
once again of the uncomfortable feel-
ings of both unchurched visitors to
our worship services, as well as long-
time church members who in recent
years have been introduced to a flood
of new musical expressions in con-
temporary worship services.

AU Smc;d Were Once New

Although we all like the familiar, on
a number of occasions in the book
of Psalms, the psalmist exhorts us
to “Sing a new song to the Lord!”
(Ps. 33:3, Ps. 96:1, Ps. 98:1, Ps. 149:1)
New songs seem to be one result of
revival—when God’s people look for
new ways to express the joy of salva-
tion and renewal. Every song in our
hymnals was once new, and today’s
hymnals reflect the fact that during
certain periods of history, vast out-
pourings of new music accompanied
the religious zeal of the era. (Just
check the number of songs written in
the 1800’s in many evangelical hym-
nals around the world!)

But as we rejoice in God’s work
around the globe in recent decades,
how do we balance this outpouring of
new songs with centuries of heartfelt
musical expressions from his people?

Recagnize C. Needs

Realize that today’s new songs are
an expression of the current culture
and are often in contemporary lan-

Church Muvic

guage—revealing the sincere desires
and aspirations, as well as the blind
spots, of their generation. For a num-
ber of reasons, fresh new songs may
represent a more effective expression
of the faith of a new generation of
believers. But amidst the vast number
of musical choices, finding songs that
are contemporary, singable, theologi-
cally sound, and fit a congregation’s
needs is such a daunting task that
often it’s easier to fall back on what
may be less suitable, but at least
familiar!

gmzamaye New Muiic

A partial solution is to have congrega-
tion members try writing their own
songs, and continually work on incor-
porating those experiments as well
as other current musical expressions
into your congregation’s repertoire.
Incidentally, one positive character-
istic of newer worship songs is that
many are expressed directly to God,
whereas many of the songs in our
hymnals are about God.

Address ‘7/»301074’0@1 (/’apd with
Standeard Hymms

Fill in theological gaps in contem-
porary expressions with standard
hymns from previous generations that
express great truths of the faith—
while at the same time encourage
the writing of contemporary texts
on those same themes. Of course, as
well as providing for missing content
needs, singing songs with familiar
texts and tunes will encourage the
congregation’s long-term members to
worship with confidence. Considering
those members means that your bal-
ance between old and new material
is highly dependent upon the demo-
graphics of your congregation. Listen
carefully to your attendees to be
aware of their comfort zones, but be
sure to stretch them.

Rememiber the Goal it Worship
Too many new songs at once will
discourage emotional engagement
in the worship service. The goal is
not the music, but lifting the heart of
the worshiper to God. But singing the

same songs for the next fifty years
will not effectively meet the long-
term worship expressions of today’s
worshipers. Realizing that most con-
gregations are relatively familiar with
less than two hundred hymns on a
regular long-term basis, adding just
two totally new songs a month can
quickly build your congregation’s rep-
ertoire.

Next time we’ll spend some more
time dealing with this tension between
the fresh and familiar—realizing that
this can be a highly emotional issue!

Gary Bauman has been
in Japan since 1988. He
serves as a worship
development consultant
with LIFE Ministries. He
welcomes questions and
comments addressed to
gbauman@lifejapan.org.

CHRISTIAN CENTER BOOKSTORE
Box 14, Kanoya, Kagoshima 893

OUR SPECIALTY: TEXTBOOKS
FOR ENGLISH BIBLE CLASSES

Listed in order of difficulty

1. My Body Book #2 (large letters) ¥1000
2. Your Good Words ABC Book ¥1000
3. |Learn to Read About Jesus ¥1000
4. Workbook for | Learn to Read  ¥1000
5. Basic Course for EBC ¥300
6. Jesus - 26 Lessons for EBC ¥600
7. Jesus - 26 Pictures/Scriptures ¥400
8. lJesus - 26 Lessons/Complete ¥1000
9. 2 Week Course - 26 pages ¥200
10. All About the Church - 70pp. ¥1000
11. 50 Lessons in Luke - 52pp. ¥600
12. Guide to Christ, the Church
and the Christian Life - 160pp.  ¥1500
13. Christian Doctrine Workbook ¥750
14. 24 Week Course for EBC ¥1000

15. Church Begins: Acts - 35 Lessons ¥1200
16. Chinese Art Calendars - from each
October. Cheaper in quantity

¥150
WRITE OR CALL

FAX OR PHONE ANYTIME
0994-42-4444
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Translations

JARF v,

Church on Sunday

V4
Café on weekdays

Christian Tanpopo Church JECA

If you come in the building’s main entrance, it’s the
Tanpopo Church. If you come in the east entrance, it's Café
Tanpopo. From April to June 13, one hundred non-Christian
customers came. The space used for chapel on Sundays is
transformed into a café from noon to 7, Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays. Coffee, tea, homemade cakes, curry rice,
spaghetti, etc. are served. Mothers with children can take
advantage of the swinging cot and rocking horse.

Having purchased the church building last year, equipment
for the café was easily installed. Rev. Aiyama wants to use the
café for evangelizing his community!

Film: Oyabun wa lesu Sama IN
KOREA

ince June the film, “Jesus is My Boss,” based on the
Sstory of yakuza (mafia) who came to Christ, has been

shown in more than 30 theaters in Korea. (The film has
been re-edited for Korean viewers.) Even though showings
and the World Cup were simultaneous, its kick-off was most
interesting. Two big marches, with pastors and laymen car-
rying crosses, represented by Japanese and Koreans, strove
not only to celebrate the participation in the World Cup, but
also addressed historical troubles between Japan, Korea and
China. There were real efforts made toward forgiveness and
reconciliation.

Kirisuto Sai or
Christ Festival

n Japan, where Christianity has been kept at a respectful
distance because of historical and social pressure, there
is a village in Aomori named Shingo-mura, where its sign-

Gleanings from
The Christian Shinbun

boards, “Welcome to the Shingo-mura, Home of Christ” catch
one’s attention.

Shingo-mura has a yearly festival, “Kirisuto Sai,” which
was held for the 39th time this year. Flags, dyed red with the
words, “Kirisuto Sai,” flutter in the breeze. This big public
event, in which there is a memorial service of Christ’s death,
is carried out by Shinto priests. There is no biblical meaning
and it has nothing to do with Christ, however. All attend-
ees offer a sprig of the sacred tree, following Shinto ritual
prayers, to the Spirit of Christ. Although these Japanese have
no Christian point of view, the celebration looks Christian. At
one time, the ceremony was conducted by a Christian pastor;
however, there were some disagreements between the pastor
and the village people, so Shinto rites have taken over.

Why is the Shingo-mura called the Home of Christ? It goes
back t01935 when a so-called tomb of Christ was discovered
in the village. A grave mound, marked by a wooden cross, has
been cared for by the village ever since. With governmental
grants, the surrounding area has been arranged and named
“Park of Kirisuto no Sato.” The Kirisuto Sai takes place in
front of the tomb of Christ, with dancing much like bonodori
or bon festival dance. It is novel that in Japan, where there is
no room for authentic Christianity and faith, the local govern-
ment that includes this event in their annual schedule.

Translated by Mizuko Matsushita, JEMA Executive Office Secretary.
She has served faithfully since 1984.

Chnistianity was newen detigned o be obsorved;
s fulfilloment comes Hnough involuement.
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The Cambodian people,
controlled by Pol Pot’s
cruel political power,
saw a light!

Taken from Gospel for The Millions July 2002, “Little Bread” *

Killing Fields, Living Fields (Don Cormack, published
by Monarch) is a nonfiction best- seller of several years
ago. Written about Cambodia from the years 1923-1995,
this is the story of the most terrible slaughter in the 20th
century. The book was made into the film, The Killing
Fields. It is estimated that about 3,000,000 people (1/3 of
Cambodia’s population) were slaughtered. How did the
Christians live and survive this terrible time in their his-
tory?

Phnom Penh 1973

Cambodia is located between Vietnam to the east and
Thailand on the west. Violent war had continued in
Vietnam since 1960, so the countries of Indochina were
in the middle of complicated international tensions.
In 1970 the king of Cambodia, wanting to tie up with
Vietnam, was suddenly exiled (banished) by a coup
d’etat. In his place the Ron Nol political power was born.
Not all citizens were behind the new regime. In 1970 war
broke out and 55,000 people were killed during the next
five years. As citizens ran from the city, many began to
seriously seek a truth they could believe in this total
darkness. Many began to attend church.

In 1920, when Christianity first came to Cambodia
it began in farm villages. There were only six pastors.
Years passed with slow church growth. In the large city
of Phnom Penh, Cambodia’s capital, there were only
three churches by1970. Five years later, churches started
to increase and grow. Chapels were filled in 30 places.
Home groups gathered here and there. The number of
Christians, only 300 in 1970, grew to 1,200 by 1973. There
was no doubt that a big change was taking place in the
hearts of the Cambodians. They began to seek Jesus
Christ in earnest. People in groups of twos and threes
gathered to read the Bible and pray. Their friendships
grew strong.

Mr. Tin Shirak had strong faith and testified with cour-
age throughout Phnom Penh. He was loved by many even
though he was in the army and served the government.
Then he was ordered to England for study.

While there he attended the Keswick Convention of
1973. Standing on the platform he asked, “Have you ever
prayed for the Cambodian people? I cannot stop my
tears from flowing when I think of the dear brothers and
sisters in my country who don’t know the true God.”

Returning from England he determined to sacrifice his
life, if need be, for the glory of God. For two years, in the
middle of the ruins of the city, he handed out tracts and

gave the message of the good news of Jesus Christ. It
was then that Pol Pot captured and executed him.

As things got worse and worse, the Christians cried
out to the Lord, “Lord, give us a little more time to evan-
gelize.” The Christians were able to encourage and pray
with the hurting, and as a result the church continued
to grow until in 1974 there were 3,000 plus Cambodians
going to church in the capital city.

April 17, 1975

As Phnom Penh lay in ruins, the army of Khmer Rouge
announced over loud speakers at 9:30 in the morning,
“Banzai”. Many people thought, “Oh, the war is over!”
But in reality Cambodia was entering an era of terrible
fear and darkness. Anyone who did not immediately obey
the Khmer Rouge was slaughtered — including pregnant
women, orphans and the injured.

The number of Christians decreased by half, while oth-
ers tried to escape to foreign countries. In such a time as
this, the Christians would awaken during the night, read
their Bibles secretly, and earnestly seek God’s guidance.
Christians who had wandered from the faith because of
poverty and social pressure repented and received new
life. Many who didn’t know God began to cry out, asking
His help.

Christmas 1979

Pastor Hom and about 20 Christian families were in the
biggest refugee camp set up by United Nations near the
border of Thailand. It was rare that any pastors survived
the Pol Pot period. It was to this camp that Pastor Reach
Yea fled with his family, too.

While he was in Kratie, a town along the way, the
Khmer Rouge was out to kill him. Many soldiers and vil-
lage people asked him one day, “Who is the dignified man
who comes to visit you and sits on the steps?” The pastor
confessed that there had been no man. It seemed that
there were many people protected by the “dignified man”
who to the believers was invisible.

These two pastors saw a church built where 20,000
gathered on Christmas Day to listen to the good news
of Jesus Christ. That morning at the crack of dawn more
than 1,000 gathered in a vacant lot in back of the camp to
sing Christmas carols. The music wafted throughout the
camp giving witness to Jesus Christ. The service on that
day became the largest ever Christmas service in the his-
tory of Cambodia.

* Translated by Junko Nakagawa

Editor’s note: The church of Jesus Christ flourishes in Cambodia
today. Several months ago at one baptismal service 450 went down
into the waters to identify with Christ. Hallelujah!

Japan Harvest — Fall 2002 & 23




Language Lab

S common Kanji Idioms

W B S L Ew D

R REHE

the whole thing from beginning to end;
(from start to finish); the full particulars,
all the details; the full story; all the ins
and outs

ESEA

WA . E5A
o Jiiro—mmun, Pllesaic

5 M

PRE EN TV D
The security cameras recorded the whole crime
on video (from beginning to end).

W iT A B L B L

174 &5

one matter settled and dorne, the matter has
been settled, dealt with, is over

o My AICbblorlEAREST,
A
BT LT,
After an investigation that lasted many months,
the case was successfully concluded.

S5 R T RO

to be, not to be: vague, unclear, fuzzy; ~{(Z72
% to be left up in the air, unresolved, vague;
~IZF % to leave (something up in the air,
etc)

o WHoHLoTT, Fiko A
MHNC 2> T LE o7,

In the midst of the post-war confusion it

became impossible to tell what the truth of the

incident was.

L :/2 = < =
ARATEERR

trial undertaking, confused failing: trial and
error
FAnu et e .
o HIflLAVL, AIXELTRITEHED
AP
There’s no precedent to help us, so for the
moment we’re still at the trial and error stage.

i

self-deed,self-gain (one s own deeds, one s

own rewards);  you reap what you sow:

you made your bed, now you have to lie in

it;  you’ve got nobody to blame but

yourself,  you deserve what you get; it

serves you right

O T 5o LRI, bR E L
OB ¥EABE,

I suppose I shouldn’t say this, but if he’s gone

bankrupt, he’s only got himself to blame.

Now choose from above the correct compounds to complete the sentences below.

e rr#wmwwwt/#m.«w»«wﬂwweﬁav» R 2 2 s

[
#

%

(2. THRRKERIERAEND,

3 N RETICT I A EN D R LTEAEND ., ARICELTY

7
#
]
L

24 €8 Japan

Dol IR ho TE L

EHoRmnLET,

LT EEnh

72 &

BB R A A ST 2

4. Ry hoT, ol WLl Lk
‘5. rhTRo Lzt Eost-nir,

From “Kanji Idioms™ by George Wallace and Kayoko Kimiya. Kodansha International.
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Broadband:
What it is!
Why you Need it!

obably most of us have heard
Phe term “Broadband” tossed

around, but aren’t sure exactly
what it is, or what it means to us.
Broadband is a wide term for any of
several new and FAST types of con-
nections to the Internet. The most
common are cable and ADSL. Fiber to
the Home (FTTH) is up and coming,
but not widely available yet.

There aren’t many things that are
cheap in Japan, but broadband ser-
vice is cheaper here than anywhere
else in the world. For a long time
Japan lagged behind the US and other
industrialized nations in terms of com-
puter usage, and especially e-mail and
Internet access; however, now things
are changing quickly! One of the
major holdbacks for Japan has been
the high, per-minute cost of being on-
line. With the advent of broadband
service, this is no longer a factor.

ADSL connections are the most
common kind of broadband service
in Japan, and the service comes in
through your existing phone lines.
However, even when connected to
the Internet, the phone can still be
used. No more yelling at your kids to
stop surfing the net because you're
waiting for an important phone call.
Even better is that, even though ADSL
service comes in through the phone
line, there’s no additional charge to
your phone bill. To have ADSL ser-
vice, you must already have a phone

Modern Tech

line and there must be some company
offering ADSL service in your area. In
the greater Tokyo areas there will be
several companies competing for your
business. In the outlying areas, you’'ll
be lucky if you can get hooked up
at all. The best way to find out your
options is to go to a local denkiya san
(clerk at an electrical store) and ask.
All the big stores act as agents for the
ADSL companies and will probably
help you fill out the application right
at the store.

In some areas, cable service is
available. Most cable companies that
offer TV service are also offering
Internet service. Cable service comes
in through a separate wire, so again,
the phone can be used simultaneously,
and there is no per-minute charge.

The costs vary widely. Cable is a
little more expensive, as is the NTT
“Flet’s” ADSL service. However,
many other ADSL companies are
offering service for less than ¥3,500
per month. Yahoo is the largest and
best known of the ADSL providers.
So-Net, Big Globe, Nifty and a host
of others are beating the bushes for
new customers. Make sure that you
find out all the financial details. One
critical point is that sometimes the
price advertised does not include the
cost of a “provider,” or the NTT Flet’s
charge. If you shop around, assuming
you have a choice, you should be able
get service for just over ¥3,000 per
month, which should include every-
thing. You're probably already paying
about ¥2,000 a month for dial-up ser-
vice, so the savings on the per-minute
phone charges easily make up the
difference. Our phone bill dropped
¥20,000 the first month! (Yes, we were
on-line a lot.)

In case you're still not convinced
of advantages of this service, here
is a list of reasons for signing up for
broadband:

1) You're going to have fewer fam-
ily fights over use of the phone.

2) You're going to keep your virus
software up-to-date because the
updates come in so fast and don’t cost
anything in phone charges.

3) Your phone bill really will drop.

4) It’s FAST. Once you get used to
the speed, you'll never go back to a
dial-up account.

5) You can have several computers
on line at the same time (requires a
router, which many companies supply
anyway).

6) Because we're living overseas,
the research resources in English
are priceless, and they’ll be guilt-free
when you're not worrying about how
much your phone bill is going to be.

7) E-mail is no longer an interesting
hobby. To most of us, it’s a vital link to
supporters, churches, and our mission
offices. Broadband enhances the use
of e-mail because you don’t have to
wait until the end of the day to check
your mail; you have your computer do
it as often as you want.

When you choose a provider, there
are small but important differences
to look for. At no extra charge, some
providers offer dial-up service when
you are traveling; others don’t. Yahoo
does not allow for access to Usenet
newsgroups. Some companies insist
that mail be sent out through their
own SMTP server, which might ham-
per your using an existing e-mail
address. Some offer extensive English
support (GOL), while others have lim-
ited amounts.

Here are a couple of web sites that
can help you in your research:

http://www.asahi-net.or.jp/~pf2k-
wlkn/inetjfaq.html#features

http://www.rbbtoday.com

By Missionary Geek
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CQEQ%%N
WRITING

2001

JOHN WILSON
LARRY WOIWODE

The Best Christian Writing 2001
Series Editor: John Wilson
Introduced by Larry Woiwode
HarperCollins, 2001, 339 pages

he essay has always been one
I of my favorite genres, and
The Best Christian Writing
2001 is one of the finest collections
of essays I have read in years. The
book consists of twenty-two articles,
ranging from three to twenty pages,
written by novelists, scientists, his-
torians, academics, and well-known
Christian writers like Philip Yancey.
Each has been gleaned from a num-
ber of different sources: journals
like Weavings, Books and Culture,
Havrvard Divinity Bulletin, First
Things, and even several from the
internet. The collection is the second
in what the editor hopes will be a
continuing series.

One of the most attractive features
of this book is its variety of subject
matter. The collection begins with
an article entitled “Pius XII and the
Nazis” in which J. Bottum questions
the former Pope’s alleged role in the
Holocaust. It ends with an essay by
Philip Yancey, “Living with Furious
Opposites,” in which he examines
the gulf that often exists between
the faith we profess and the life we
live. Between these two are essays
dealing with grief (“Living by Lear”)
and battling terminal illness (“Born
Toward Dying” and “Letter to a Man
in the Fire”). Two essays are sons’
moving tributes to their fathers, and
two are conversion stories, one by a
novelist, the other by an academic.

I have two favorites in the collec-
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The Reader

tion: “The Strangely Relational World
of Quantum Mechanics,” by a post-
doctoral student at Harvard and “The
Only Honest Man,” by Alan Jacobs.
The first argues that buried in the
theories of one branch of quantum
mechanics is a clear argument for the
existence of God. In the latter essay,
the writer claims that the West’s mod-
ern day absorption with self stems, in
large part, from the character of phi-
losopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau.

Readers may conclude that the
subject matter of some of these
essays may require more atten-
tion than they have time to give.
However, the style of most is highly
readable and the vocabulary easily
accessible. Indeed, if the diction of
any of the articles is pretentious,
it is Woiwode’s introduction in
which he provides a general history
of Christian writing over the past
fifty years. Like John MacArthur
and Os Guiness, he bemoans the
steady decline of Christian read-
ers’ desire for more erudite reading.
Nevertheless, Woiwode is right when
he exclaims that the collection is “a
striking, engaging book.” The Best
Christian Writing 2001 gives read-
ers an opportunity to read one of a
number of well-written articles on a
variety of subjects in 15- to 30-min-
ute stretches, which is all many of us
have time to give most days.

Reviewer: Susan Shibe Davis
has a Ph.D. in English with
an emphasis in Rhetoric and
Composition from Arizona
State University. She is a
professor in the Department
of Modern Communication at
Baiko Jo Gakuin University
in Shimonoseki City.

Epigram

To the thousands of students who
wrote to poet Carl Sandburg, ask-
ing him how to become a writer,
Sandburg replied: “Solitude and
prayer—then go on from there.”
Henry Golden

ENcounNTERING
RevLicious

PrurALisM

HAroOLD NETLAND

uthor of Miskonent Valces

Encountering Religious Pluralism:
The Challenge to Christian Faith
& Mission.

Harold Netland. InterVarsity Press/
Apollos, 2001, 368 pages

ncountering religious pluralism
E is a reality not only for those who

follow Christ in Japan, but for
Christians in Europe and North America
and around the world. Can any reli-
gion claim to be the source of ultimate
truth? “Why Jesus and not the Buddha?”
Pluralism, the idea that no religion can
claim to be normative and superior to
all others, is widely accepted by schol-
ars and ordinary people alike. Aren’t
all religions historically and culturally
conditioned human responses to the
one divine reality? Can Christians really
claim that Jesus is the one Savior for all
peoples? How should Christians view
other religions?

Netland, former Evangelical Free
Church missionary to Japan and now
professor at Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School, effectively responds to the
many challenges of religious plural-
ism. Part One, Religious Pluralism in
Context, explores the historical, social
and cultural contexts within which plu-
ralism has emerged. Netland looks at
the factors that have led to pluralism
and some of the major issues and turn-
ing points in philosophical theology
over the past century. The first chap-
ter, “Shifting Perspectives on Other
Religions,” is a fascinating discussion of
the move toward more pluralistic ways
of understanding the relation between



Christianity and other religions. Netland
mentions some 20th century missionary
theologians (Stephen Neill, Max Warren,
and Lesslie Newbigin) who, while sym-
pathetic to non-Christian religions,
defended the supremacy of Christ.

Netland analyzes recent cultural
changes and the growing openness
toward religious pluralism in the West.
Modernization and globalization con-
tribute to the “culture of modernity,”
the increasingly common cultural val-
ues (especially religious attitudes) that
societies share. Sin operates in many
ways, including the cultural patterns
that influence how we think and act.
Religious skepticism is rampant. The
final chapter in Part One looks at John
Hick’s journey from Christian orthodoxy
to radical pluralism. Netland, who stud-
ied under Hick at Claremont, highlights
Hick’s views on religious epistemology
and Christology, areas that shape Hick’s
thinking on pluralism, and has some
incisive reflections on Hick’s journey.

Part Two, Engaging Religious
Pluralism, responds to the issues raised
by pluralism. At the heart of the issues
are basic philosophical questions about
the nature of religious truth and the
problem of rival claims to truth. How
do we make judgments about con-
flicting truth claims? Netland looks at
the problems of pluralism and shows
the fundamental inconsistency at the
heart of religious pluralism. “The clear
implication of pluralism is that ortho-
dox Jews, Christians, Muslims, Advaita
Vedantin Hindus, Pure Land Buddhists
and Mormons are all wrong in their
basic beliefs” (p. 246). The pluralist says
that they all respond to the religious
ultimate, but they are not doing so in
the way in which the believers them-
selves think they are.

Chapter 8 is a stimulating discussion
of apologetics. “We must always give
primacy to the simple, direct, Spirit-
anointed proclamation of the gospel
(Rom 1:16; Heb 4:12). But where appro-
priate, we should also supplement such
witness with informed and sensitive
responses to questions, showing why
one should accept the claims of the
Christian faith (1 Pet 3:15)” (p. 251).

Chapter 9, “Evaluating Alternative
Worldviews,” looks at the question of
criteria and how to evaluate world-
views in terms of their truth or falsity.
Logical consistency (the principle of
noncontradiction) and the moral crite-
rion (moral awareness and obligation)
are two ways to assess religious world-
views. Netland concludes the chapter
with a discussion of Zen showing how
the fuzzy distinction between good
and evil in Zen points to a fundamental
problem with Zen as a worldview. Zen
is unable to explain adequately the idea
of moral obligation. It clashes with the
widely held awareness of a real distinc-
tion between good and evil, right and
wrong.

The final chapter, “Toward an
Evangelical Theology of Religions,” is
in many ways the heart of the book.
Netland notes several issues that need
to be addressed: (1) the question of
the destiny of the unevangelized; (2)
an explanation for the phenomena of
human religiosity; and (3) the question
of the extent to which we can adapt and
build upon aspects of other religious
traditions in establishing the church
in various cultural contexts. An ade-
quate evangelical theology of religions
must be faithful to the Bible and must
also be accurate in how it depicts the
beliefs and practices of other religious
traditions. Netland looks at six bibli-
cal themes which are foundational. His
final theme shows the “urgency for pro-
claiming the gospel that undergirds both
the teaching of the New Testament and
the example of the apostles” (p. 323).
The good news “must be shared with a
world that is desperately lost.” Both the
similarities and the differences between
Christianity and other religions should
be noted, but we must not be misled by
surface similarities that obscure deeper
differences. Netland ends by show-
ing how the Christian faith is based on
Christ. Who Jesus is sets him apart from
other religious leaders. “There is salva-
tion in no one else! There is no other
name in all of heaven for people to call
on to save them” (Acts 4:12 NLT).

Netland writes clearly and has
responded wisely to the complex chal-

lenges of pluralism. He treats other
views with respect and avoids cari-
catures. While not easy reading, this
book, winner of the Christianity Today
2002 Book Award in the Christianity
and Culture category, is essential read-
ing for all who want to have a deeper
understanding of the world we live in
and of how to more effectively preach
the Gospel.

Further Reading:

D. A. Carson, The Gagging of God.:
Christianity Confronts Pluralism
(Zondervan, 1996)

John G. Stackhouse Jr. ed., No Other
Gods before Me? Evangelicals and the
Challenge of World Religions (Baker,
2001)

Timothy C. Tennent, Christianity
at the Religious Roundtable:
FEvangelicalism in Conversation with
Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam
(Baker, forthcoming)

Reviewer: Don Schaeffer
serves with his wife, Hazel,
and is with the Christian &
Missionary Alliance, plant-
ing a church in Kawaguchi.
Don came to Japan in
1984.
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Discovering the Joy

of Parenting

Mitsuketa Kosodate no Yorokobi

By Barbara Bauman with Saori Tatsuno
LIFE Ministries, 2002, 136 pages

Continued on page 30

Japan Harvest — Fall 2002 ¢ 27



Family

e setting is pleasant indeed—the
billowing fields and meadows of
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.
om the upper windows of the neat
ick buildings you can see a few
ouses, a pond, a heard of cows.
e sound of traffic is rare and dis-
tant, so that you may occasionally
ear a rooster Crow.
| In the retirement center we visit
the two aunts in their homey, com-
rtable rooms, furnished with family
antiques, bone china and silver, pic-
es of people and places we all love.
hey are cheerful and always wel-
pming, not minding that we burst in
pon them at odd times and consume
1 the ice cream and pretzels they
ave in their tiny kitchenette. We hear
the news and fortify ourselves for the
~ other visit.
Mother is not in the retirement part
anymore. She lives in what they tact-
y call the “convalescent” part. To
et to her room we pass through a
17 | )
filled with old women wrapped
hans in wheelchairs. Some
b on frays, some moan, sob, cry
r shout. Some of them, with jaws
opﬁed;,a_{e sleeping in spite of the
noise. We try to smile at them, touch a
~hand or two, hurry on to another floor
‘where we find Mother, tiny but erect
in her wheelchair, with perhaps a
book or a letter in her lap. The expres-
on of perplexed sadness on her face
ves way instantly to astonishment
d delight when she sees us. Up go
e arms—so unbelievably thin you
ink they will snap if you hug her.
We hug her—as well as we can
ith her in a wheelchair.
“Where have you been? I've been
ere a week and not one of my six
ildren has been to see me. Nobody
opmes near me. Oh, please, get me
t.”
We explain that we have been to
ee her, many times. And the other
ildren? So have they. She does not
elieve us. We explain that we all live
long way away.
“Why did you move so far away
om me?”
We tell her she moved away from
s. She lived first with one son and
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then with another. She denies this,
then concedes that perhaps we are
telling her the truth, she hopes we are,
but she does not remember. It was
her choice to move, to be near her
dear sisters-in-law, our aunts, but that,
too, she has forgotten. It sounded like
a good idea to us when she firmly
decided she wanted that, so we con-
sented.

Conversation is almost impossible.
We try asking questions—what did
she have for lunch? They didn’t give
her any lunch, she says. We try to tell
her about her great-grandchildren. It
is all news to her. The names of even
her grandchildren are strange—“Why,
I had no idea she had children! I didn’t
even know she was married! Why
didn’t you tell me?”

She asks why our father has not
been to see her, no even once, since
she came to the “hospital.” We remind
her that he has been with the Lord for
23 years. “Why, nobody told me!” she
says, bewildered at our carelessness.

We read a few words from the
Bible, ask if she remembers about the
Everlasting Arms (she says she does),
and we pray with her. She prays, too.
Sometimes we sing. It is amazing how
well she remembers the old hymns,
though her voice (we remember
how clear and strong it was in family
prayers at home) won't do what she
wants it to do anymore.

How shall we think of such men
& women?

Shall we visit them when we can
and try not to think at all between
times? Leave them entirely to those
who are paid to keep them alive, or,
as in the case of many who work in
Mother’s place, those who serve the
Lord Christ by caring for these His
pitiful children? Is this all we can do?

I wanted to care for her myself. All
six of us wanted to. It did not work.
The time came when she was mani-
festly miserable in any of our homes
and begged to be allowed to go where
she is. We talked about it, prayed
about it, laid ourselves and our plans
and that most beloved mother before
God. We thought we did the right
thing. Now we can do no more than



pray; but how shall we pray, how shall
we even think?

When I have asked the Lord those
painful questions, a few answers seem
to have been given that I share with
those whose lives are closely bound
to people like Mother.

She is still a member of the body
of Christ, although she can no longer
fathom what that means. When she
suffers she does not suffer alone. The
whole body suffers, and Christ suffers
in and with her.

In some mysterious way, because
she belongs to Him, she is complet-
ing (literally “filling up,” according to
Colossians 1:24) His sufferings. There
is far more here than I can begin to
grasp, but it is written and I believe it.

Her warfare will not be accom-
plished until this part of it, this battle,
is over. (Lord, may it be soon?)

If she “groans,” may it not be that
the Holy Spirit is making intercession
“in those agonizing longings which
never find words” (Romans 8:22-27)?

All efforts to do what she herself
thinks she wants have come to noth-
ing. Is this not simply evidence (for
our hope and comfort) that it is some-
thing else—Christ and heaven and
nothing short of that—that will “solve
her problem”? Earthly comforts have
been exhausted and, like the child
that knocks her cup from the other’s
hand and cries for it-doesn’t-know-
what, she does not know (she has
forgotten) the Source of the Living
Water. In our helplessness, we cast
Mother and ourselves on Him who
loves her and us more than we can
dream.

She was made in the image of
Christ. Although that image is now, as
Mother Teresa observed of the poor
refuse of humanity she lifts from the
streets, “in such distressing disguise,”
it is His image still.

The chief end for which Mother
was made was to glorify God. Has He
left her without any means whatever
for fulfilling that end, just because she
does not remember? I don’t think He
has.

Her suffering (loneliness, feeling
of total abandonment, confusion)

is, because of the Cross, capable of
transfiguration. It is not meaningless.
It is not for nothing. If I ask the Lord
how this can be, what meaning it can
have, He reminds me of the clay in the
Potter’s hand. Even of the marred ves-
sel His hands can make something.

“An enemy hath done this”
(Matthew 13:28). Mother suffers—
that is, she experiences evil in several
forms. But the final victory will not
belong to the author of that evil. Her
Lord promised tribulation, but added,
“Be of good cheer; I have overcome
the world” (John 16:33).

The stripping of all human powers,
mental as well as physical, is for some
a part of the process that George
MacDonald calls “undressing for the
last sweet bed.” We have no perma-
nent claim on any of those “clothes.”
Soon, I trust, Mother will be “clothed
upon” with immortality, “swallowed
up of life” (2 Corinthians 5:2-4).

The Shepherd still cares for His
sheep—cares even more for the help-
less ones, carries them in His bosom,
makes them lie down when they need
to lie down, although it was green
pastures they hoped for when what
they got was a nursing home. The
green pastures are still to come.

The Spirit is not hindered from
accomplishing His sanctifying work
just because it seems to us who are
mere watchers by a wheelchair that
nothing can possibly be happening.

So we lift her up continually to Him
whose promises are never broken,
and stay our troubled minds and torn
hearts on the hope of the resurrec-
tion. It is heartrending to witness the
corruption, dishonor, and weakness
of one who was, not very long ago,
alive dignified, strong—a model to us
of godly womanhood. But the promise
is that this frail little body of hers that
is sown in corruption will be raised in
incorruption; sown in dishonor, raised
in glory; sown in weakness, raised in
power. “So when the perishable is lost
in the imperishable, the mortal lost
in the immortal this saying will come
true: Death is swallowed up in victory”
(1 Corinthians 15:54).

We are going to keep on loving her

and praying for her, writing, calling,
and visiting whenever we can, which
of course can never slake her longing.
And there is one more thing we will
do because of those glorious prom-
ises: instead of sinking into guilt and
despair, we are going to keep on sing-
ing.

Writer Elisabeth Elliot
is perhaps best known
for Through Gates of
Splendor, the story of five
missionaries killed by
the Auca Indians. Shortly
after she submitted this
article to Christianity oday
July1988, her mother died.

WINTER ISSUE will continue with
the topic of aging: Aging our loved
ones and yours by Ann J. Underlined
DHL, who has 26 years experience in
ministry with impaired Aged persons
and incorporated CARING (Christians
Aware of their Responsibility to
Individuals in Need of Grace in 1977.)

Time
Heals Grief,
and
Love
Prevents

Scar Tissue
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Continued from page 27

magine wandering through the
Imountain without a compass or

map. Not many people would do
such a thing. Yet, this is a good way to
describe what many parents are doing
when it comes to parenting. They may
receive advice from various sources:
their children’s schools, TV programs,
magazines, other parents, doctors, or
counselors, but all the advice points
in different directions, with the result-
—wandering!

Barbara Bauman, after listening to
many mothers’ questions at the local
kindergarten, decided she had a plat-
form for a book for Japanese parents.
Questions like: “Why do your children
obey you so well? How can they sit
still for so long in church? Aren’t you
embarrassed about praising your chil-
dren in front of others?”

People thought Barbara’s children’s
exemplary behavior must be an
American cultural thing. But the truth
is that many American families are

also wandering about without a com-
pass when it comes to parenting, just
like Japanese families. Barbara and
her husband, Gary, are missionaries
living in Tokorozawa, Saitama Ken.
(Gary is a regular contributor to this
magazine’s Worship & Music section.)
This book deals with the value of
each child, the relationship between
discipline and love, preparing each
child to become independent, disci-
pline, accountability and trust.
Discovering the Joy of Parenting
is distinct from other parenting books
in a number of ways. It is actually
designed as a group leader’s discus-
sion manual. With that in mind, each
lesson includes a one- page outline,
which may be photocopied and
distributed to each participant in a
group. Each lesson concludes with a
discussion guide. This large A4 sized
spiral-bound book is easy to use.
It is printed in both Japanese with
furigana and English. This book is
especially suited for use by pastors,

missionaries, and small group leaders
as it presents effective parenting prin-
ciples based on Scripture.

Timothy Cole is board
® chairman of Family Focus
g Japan. Tim & his wife,

| Katie, have served in Japan
since 1984. Tim is the son
of Frank and Evelyn Cole
who first came to Japan
in 1952.

Impossible coexistence

I [have] learned that worship
and worry cannot live in the
same heart: they are mutually
exclusive.

—Ruth Bell Graham in Prodigals
and Those Who Love Them

JEMA ORDER FORM

¥2,000 Single
¥5,500 Single

Membership Dues
Individual Package Plan*

¥3,000 Couple
¥6,500 Couple

All items postage paid except where noted
Please note new fax number

QTY

* Package includes Membership, Japan Harvest & Directory

Mission Package Plan
Japan Harvest 1 yr Sub.
¥2,500 member
JEMA Directory
¥1,500 member
Harvestor’s Handbook
Operation Jaran

¥2,800 non-member

¥2,000 non-member
¥800 member
1-4 ¥600@; 5-9 ¥550@; 10-99 ¥500@; 100+ ¥450@

¥3,500 in Japan (JEMA Mission Members only)

¥1,000 non-member

$25.00 overseas + $5.00 SAL

$20.00 overseas + $5.00 SAL

If paving by check add ¥450 for Japanese hon-Tokyo bank

Postal Furikae: 00130-4-180466 JEMA-Japan Harvest
If you itemize your order on the Furikae in the “This payment is for:” column, it is not
necessary to mail the order form separately.

TOTAL

To phone, call the JEMA office at 03-3295-1949 or fax this form to 03-3295-1354
Or, mail your completed order form to: JEMA, OCC Bldg, 2-1 Kanda Surugadai, Chivoda ku, Tokvo 101 Japan
Moving? Contact the JEMA office so we can update our files!

NAME

Date

Phone
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SEE-HEAR!

By Kenny Joseph (with Ken Taylor)
POWER POINT for Beginners

“What’s Power Point?” I'm amazed
to find how many of us are ignorant
about Power Point.

Q: Do you use Power Point in your
messages, Bible classes, etc.?

A: No.

Q: Why?

A: There’s no software.

: But there is.

: What?

: A new CD containing 50 tri-lingual
Bible messages with 11 slides or
555 for OHP or Power Point (PP).

: So what’s PP? Is it the same as
OHP?

A: The 555 slides were originally
OHP transparencies illustrated
by Madoka and were tri-lingual
(Japanese/English/Romaji). These
were burned onto a CD by John
Spalink. The original hand-written
CDs are now all uniformly digi-
talized.

Q: So, how do I make them?

A: You don’t. They are already made.
Just use them.

Q: What else is available?

A: Choruses.

Q: My Bible class has only 20 people.
Do I need to buy a video projector?

A: If you have a Mac, go to HTP://
office.microsoft.com/down-
loads/2000/Ppview97.aspx
You can download free of charge.

: But, is it legal?

: Remember, we only get the PP
viewer 97which allows you to
use PP for your presentations if
you don’t have PP installed on
your PC. Ken Taylor adds: The
important thing to remember is
multimedia (in this case Power
Point) is a great tool for com-
munication. There is convincing
evidence that the use of multime-
dia increases audience retention
and makes for better understand-
ing. So, the point is, don’t let that
expensive projector stop you from
being a more effective communi-
cator. Here are some options:

PO

o

o

(1) Use a TV (or TV-VCR) for small
audiences. Cost up to about
10,000 (yen). Many computer
notebooks come with a video out
(yellow RCA plug). If not, you
can find an inexpensive adaptor
for les than 10,000. Surely you
won't get the best clarity of pix-
els on your graphics when using
a TV screen, but you'll still get
a clear message across to your
audience.

(2) Buy a used projector. Cost
from 20,000 to 100,000 (yen).
I've come across used projec-
tors with lower lumens (light
power), which is a little big-
ger and heavier, but they work
just as well as the newer ultra-
light micro-projectors. These
have come down in price from
898,000 to 198,000. An important
tip: if you can darken the screen
(where you are pointing the pro-
jector), then you can use lower
lumen projectors.

(3) Wait and hope that prices of new
projectors will drop.

(4) Do nothing. S.0.S. (same old
stuff). Cost: lost possibilities &
opportunities.

Times are changing and technology

is advancing. Don’t be left behind!

When you do take the plunge, don’t

forget that Power Point is only a tool!

Beware! you may end up enjoying it

so much that you become too depen-

dent on it. Learn to use Power Point,
but remember God is still the ulti-
mate Source of power. Personally,

when I left OHP for Power Point, 1

felt like I left a bike to get on a jet!

Wow! Flip those OHP's with a finger

on the I Book laptop!

Q: What new Power Point will be
available?

A: Tri-lingual sets of messages for
special days like Christmas,
Easter, New Year’s, Valentines,
Father and Mother’s Day.
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Come to Beautiful Fall in Karuizawa Nagano Prefecture
this Fall for a church retreat or one of our study seminars.
Or perhaps a personal retreat
Special prayer chapel

Country style coffeehouse
Missionary discount available.

Ask about special Christmas lllumination

Fall seminars

Megumi Chalet Karuizawa
1374-5 Karuizawa Machi Karuizawa
Kitasaku-Gun Nagano-ken 389-0102

phone: 0267-42-2302
fax: 0267-42-4113
email: mck@wlpm.or.jp

VIDEOS & MUSIC
FROM LIFE PRODUCTIONS
A DIVISION OF WORD OF LIFE PRESS MINISTRIES

Mr. Genki-Bob Wieland

‘I am just like everyone, even though | don't
have legs. Nothing is impossible with God" Mr. =
Inspiration-Bob Wieland who lost in legs in the | k.
Vietnam War after stepping on land mine,
known for his testimony of faith in Jesus Christ &
and for walking across America on his hands.
21 Minute VHS #49612 1,980 yen

The Bible
Collection-Jacob
Eighth in the Bible
Collection series.
The story of Jacob
an Old Testament
Patriarch in movie
form. Filmed in Morocco "Your
name will become Israel"

The Place of Life-Hiromi

S Owada N VHS 2 tape set Japanese or
Debut Maxi Single. 5 original English with Japanese captions

s, | songs by new artist. Having DVD with both languages
lost her sight at 1, she started

Regularly 5,800 yen
studying piano at 4. She formed her first Special price until Dec. 31, 2002
musical group while in high school. Also 4,980 yen

featured on the recent release from Life
Productions; Women of hope, Psalm 23.
Maxi Single 952 yen
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phone: 03-3353-9345 fax: 03-3353-9351
Word of life Press Ministries email:wlpm@blue.ocn.ne.jp
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The taste is loved in the world.

YAMAZAKI-NABISCO CO., LTD.
SHINJUKU NOMURA BUILDING 40F 1-26-2,
NISHISHINJUKU, SHINJUKU-KU TOKYO, JAPAN 163-0540

Our vision is to see all the nations saturated with the gospel, and desiring
every Christian throughout the world to have a copy of God's precious,
transforming Word, we believe God is calling us to annually deliver in
partnership with others at least 5 million Bibles and 15 million gospel book-
lets to those who are lost without Christ.

Can we count on your prayers and financial support?

SHINSEI SENKYODAN (new ure LEAGUE, JAPAN)

170 Kumai, Hatoyama Machi, Saitama Ken 350-0397 Japan.

Tel: 049-296-0727, fax: 049-296-6515, E-mail: nlljapan@gol.com

Furikae number for donations: Shinsei Senkyodan,
ﬁ%w Kaigai Senkyobu 00100-3-759926




#_i‘»?;.‘-{. Tokyo Christian Theological Seminary

Offering a M'asters of Divinity through the Asian Theological Association, TCTS
gives the Christian worker the theological background needed for sound
Biblical teadhing, missions and evangelism in the 3-year course. Emphasis is on
Bibljj nngmees, Apologetics (in both Western and Eastern thought) and

the same campus as Tokyo Christian University and
ute. Foreign college graduates fluent in Japanese are
seminary. At present one each Viethamese, Indonesian,
[éd along with 7 Koreans and 41 Japanese. While the
iSiReformed the curriculum is broad. Almost every

jorm of scholarship help, and the Mombusho

ing person committed to full-time service who would
Christ-centered studies. If so, please contact:

Chiba Ken 270-1359, Japan
§76-46-1135  email: tcts@tci.ac.jp

>

Rayford, Chloe,
Buck, and Bruce

This book addresses the are the
e i Tribulation Force!

people have in end fime These four have remained on

events. It also highlights earth after the rapture. To their
T WAURART RGN B disbelief, all they have heard
in our time. about the coming of the great
tribulation has turned out to be
true! Nicolae Carpathia seems to
more closely resemble the
Antichrist with each passing day.
Follow these four as they risk
their lives to tell others about the
Lord Jesus Christ. Their message

is a simple one:
Don't be left behind!

6 Shinanomachi, Shinjuku-ku
Tokyo 160-0016
Phone: 03-5363-7695
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Warm hearc communication by Aunt Scella
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