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Strategically located, OSCC is the headquarters of 19 
Christian organizations.

0：BUT THIS IS ONLY PART OF THE PICTURE. m
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SPECIAL INVITATION
ocss

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Date: Monday, December 11，1978 
Time: 6 P.M.
Place: Ochanomizu Dentsu Hall 

(5 minutes from station)
Guest Speaker: Radio Pastor Akira Hatori 
Special Music: Norman Nelson

Admission Free

FRIDAY NIGHT: 6-8 p.m.
Special music and dynamic message

Introduce OSCC to a student friend. 
Brochures available upon request.

♦♦♦LANGUAGE MINISTRIES: 1978 Promected Enrollment 1,000 
***Bible classes in Japanese, English, French 

and German.
♦♦♦Summer and winter camps

Siegfried A. Buss, Ph.D.
Acting Executive Director
OCHANOMIZU STUDENT CHRISTIAN CENTER 
2-1,Kanda Surugadai, Chiyodaku 
Tokyo101



TAKE ADVANTAGE OF RISING YEN !

Our Prints are now being developed by US labs so we were able to cut down the cost of prints!

“After viewing FUSHIGINA, FUSHIGINA HON in our home my 
two daughters sat very quietly,” writes a Christian worker from Hokkaido, 
**. . and as I asked if they wanted to pray each 
asking Jesus to forgive their sins and to come into their hearts. This is 

good film with very effective message.”
This 22 minute film in beautiful color is now only ¥65,000 to lease for 
the life of the print.

of them prayed,one

a

OTHER FILMS ALSO BY INTERNATIONAL FILMS
* ARUPUSU NO SHONEN ( WHISPERING MOUNTAIN ) ¥75,000
* KAKURETA SHIMA (HIDDEN ISLAND ) ¥45,000
* IKIRUTOWA ( YONEKO ) ¥95,000

Available only from INTERNATIONAL FILMS 
Offices in Tokyo (03) 294-0881 and in Chiba (0471) 74-0585

Films in English by MARK IV PICTURES and HEARTLAND PRODUCTIONS also available. 
Ask for catalog.our

C.L.C. are pleased to announce 
the long-awaited BOOKS TO HELP YOU 

UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE
^Kecu ^KtexfUitcoKal

The Lion 
Encyclopedia 
of the Bible.

COMPLETE BIBLE

Publication Stateside Oct 24th 1978， 
Japan Delivery expected late December

Latest from the 
producers of the 
Lion Handbook, 

Bible
Seven versions to choose from: 
Cloth Editions packed with information 

People, Places and Background.
An ideal gift for young people. 

Special Introductory Price ¥2730

on
5!4’’x8’’，Double Column, 
5Vi,,x8,\ With Illustrations,

¥1810
¥2070
¥3890
¥4670

1. WORSHIP EDITION,
2. CH1LDRENS EDITION,
3. DOUBLE COLUMN EDITION, 6” x9”，Double Column,

6’’ x9”, Single Column,| 4.STANDARD EDITION,

Previous Titles:
Lion Handbook to the Bible, ¥4130 
History of Christianity 
Photoguide to the N.T.
Photoguide to the O.T.

Leather Editions (Top Grain Cowhide)
Black) ¥9870

Tan > ¥11690 
)¥12470

5. HANDY SIZE EDITION, 5%”x 8”，）Avanable in
6. DOUBLE COLUMN EDITION, 6” x 9”，）Burgundy, or

Order Early to avoid disapointment!

¥3580
¥1630
¥16306，’ x 9| 7.STANDARD EDITION,

2-1 Surugadai, Kanda, 
Chiyoda Ku, Tokyo101 
Tel. 03-294-07760uUstiari ^^tdtivi£ (iuscuU



Next timm
you^rm M tmrnm
treat，•續■邊

to a gmmd hmrib請gei

Say, a Big Mac …all beef.
And golden U.S.-style French fries。

Ora Filet-O-Fssn.
With an eatirT thick McDonatfs shake。

Come home. Eat at McDonald’s
• Nagoya Hoshigaoka, Sakae, Nagoya-Terminal, Toyodamotomachi, Yagoto# Ichinomiyj-Uru,• Tokyo Gin/a( Yovogi. OHi, Ochanomizo. Tokyo StJtion, Shmjuku-Mitsukoshi, Shimokilazawa. 

Sufugadai. Kichijoji, Ogikubo, Futagot^magawa, Kunitachi, Daimon. Ckodi, Ohji, Chitose Funjbashi, 
Horun 
Shibuy.
Musashi Koyama, Ohyama, TacKikawa, Harajuku, Machiyj, Hardmochido, Fuchu, Nakano, (bisu, 
Sugamo. Umo Hirokoji. Topyrcc Pla/a, Shinjuku higashiguchi, Jiyugaoka, Kampachi Takjido, 
Asjgdyj, Koiwa4 Shinkoiwa.
• Kan Jgawa Yokoh^ma-Matsuzakaya. KawawiVi-Komiyj. Yokohama-Solctsu. Yokohanru-Mitsukoshi, 
Odiwara, Hiratuika, Yokosuka, Kamakura. Honatvugし Totsuka. Sagamihjra-O.X ( Isezaki cho, 
Hiyoshi. Honatsugmishi, Zushi,
• Chiba Chiba-Ogiya-Jatco, Furubashi-lujiya. Kas^wa-Ogiya-lascu. Motoyawata. Kisar4/u, 
Tokiwadaira, Ydchiyodai,
• Sait am a Kawagoc-Maruhiro, Kawaguc hi, Tokorozawa, Omiyj, Ageo, Kilaurawa.
参Ibaragi Milo,
• Gunma Ola-
• Y«mjnashi Kofu-Okajima,
• Shiiuoka Shizuoka-Center. Numazu.
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Devotional

The Prince，the Student， 

and the Savior^
Come in and have your faith lifted”，said the sign-board of 

the church next to the beauty parlor. Most of us from time to time 
need experiences that lift our faith, away from human limitations 
and weakness, up to the God with whom nothing is impossible.

The recent visit to Japan of the Gospel ship Logos 
those faith-lifting experiences, 
which the authorities said were impossible got done through 
simple believing prayer.

Two experiences in particular stand out in my mind. One was 
the opening ceremony in Yokohama, inaugurated by the Emperor rs 
brother，Prince Takahito of Mikas a. “A member of the Imperial 
Family would
organization”, everyone had been saying since March, but this 
enthusiastic group of young people were convinced that it was the 
Lord’s plan. The battery ofT.V. cameras and pressmen who came 
on boardfor the opening, and all the subsequent publicity generated 
in the secular media, were good evidence that they were right.

But another experience stands out equally clearly, at the very 
end of the visit. As a group of us stood on the pier two weeks later 
waving goodbye to the ship, I noticed a young Japanese fellow 
standing by himself, separate from the church groups represented, 
so I struck up a conversation with him. “IV/k" did you think of 
the Logos?、、. With emotion in his voice he explained how he had 
read about the ship in the local paper, and had come along to see it 
for himself. Someone took time to talk to him, cmd invited him to 
the Saturday night Gospel concert. What he heard there gave him a 
sleepless night, and returning on Sunday he asked many more 
questions and attended another meeting where he gave his heart 
to Christ. Now a 3-day old Christian, this Kanagawci University 
student was sorry to see the ship sail out, but overwhelmingly 
happy for what was left behind in his heart.

Much of my personal involvement with Logos had to be at the 
organizational level, but how forcibly the lesson came through 
that in the Lord’s eyes it is not only the Princes, the big things, 
that count, but the ones and twos with whom we spend our time and 
share our Savior. May He help us to be faithful in little things, 
that we may be entrusted with much that will bring glory to His 
name.

11

one of
again and again the things

was
as

be so closely involved with Christiannever a

Peter Horne
2 JAPAN HARVEST/NO.3-1978



Editorial

Longevity
In July the Health and Welfare Ministry reported that the life 

expectancy of the Japanese is the highest in the world. According 
to the statistics submitted，Japanese men can expect to live 72.69 
years while the life span for 
years. This is a remarkable achievement and graphically points 
out the vigor and vitality of the Japanese people. Experts suggest 
that longevity and a strong middle class are. closely related. 
Tremendous strides have been made in the field of medicine. 
Annual physical checkups have become standard procedure. 
Early detection of cancer has cut down on terminal cases. Today 
Japan is near the bottom in a list of 30 nations that report deaths 
caused by cancer. Not to be overlooked is the balanced diet that 
the Japanese hare adopted since the War. The day usually opens 
with a hearty western-style breakfast cmd concludes with u good 
Japanese meal.

Longevity has brought its share of problems. While population 
growth has leveled off, an ever increasing proportion of the nation 
is made up of senior citizens. Households of elderly persons aged 
60 or over have doubled in just ten years and now number over 
two million. In 1975 those above 65 totaled 8.8 million. Experts 
suggest that by the year 2 020 twenty-six million will fall into 
this category. Another striking comparison 
those over 80. In 1975 there were 1.2 million in this age bracket: 
the projected figure for the year 2 020 is 6.05 million. The，govern
ment is deeply concerned with the staggering welfare costs in 
years to come and has set into motion machinery to cope with 
this cmd related problems.

Japan missionaries, too，should give serious consideration to 
this new challenge. Until now our energy has been directed 
towards reaching the youth, college students and young famines. 
We have considered this the most fertile soil for sowing the seed. 
Our efforts, however, have met only with limited success. Many 

contact has slipped out of our orbit through the back door of the 
church. God in His goodness and mercy has granted longevity 
to this nation and with it

has been expanded to 77.95women

be offered forcan

a

opportunity to hear His 
invitation. The question is whether missionaries are ready to 
accept this challenge. It may call for a rethinking of strategy, 

redistribution of personnel, a greater emphasis on appropriate 
literature and a willingness to expand T. V. and radio broadcasting. 
What will we do with the second chance that God has given us ?

Siegfried Buss

one more

a
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President’s Page

Missionary and the 

National Church
No missionary can work long in Japan and not be vitally concerned with the development of the 

National Church and not closely cooperate with the existing National Church. Those of us who have 
been here for many years have witnessed a great change take place. It is with gratitude that we have 
seen the National Church grow—not spectacularly but steadily.

We become so easily the creatures of the extreme. I have observed that there are still missionaries 
in Japan who work as though the National Church really does not exist. They are engaged in evan
gelism and work with Japanese people, but are unrelated to the already existing church, either in 
its regional or national form. They are missing, not only the challenge of interaction with Japanese 
leaders, but are denying their followers the inspiration of the larger body and insulating them from 
the discipline and blessing of an extended fellowship. It can also mean that the missionary retains 
an undesirable “foreignness” that limits the ministry.

Others have felt that because they recognize the existence of a strong, growing National Church, 
they should change their primary missionary role. While they originally felt their role was to be 
pioneer evangelist-church planter, now that the church with wmch they work has grown, they feel 
that this should change to a church-assistant ministry. At the very least, the role of dynamic church 
planter has been dimmed, if not entirely obliterated.

a

I want to present yet another option. This option recognizes the importance of clearly recognizing 
the existing church and cooperating with it, at the same time, retaining the missionary’s primary 
role as pioneer evangelist—church planter.1 nis gives place for consultation and cooperation with 
the National Church without in any way dimming the apostolic call. As I look at the present-day 
Japan and project myself into the future, I can see a continuing missionary role as a pioneer evange
list-church planter, with a maximum amount of liberty to exercise ms spiritual gifts and fulfill his 
spiritual calling, while at the same time, being vitally related to the existing National Church, heeding 
their counsel and adjusting his work for a smooth transfer of responsibility.

Let’s rejoice in the existence and growth of the National Church. Let's not lose any of our apostolic, 
church-planting fervor.

Verner K. Strom 
JAPAN HARVEST/NO.3-19784
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It has been a unique experience and distinct privilege to interview Pioneer 
Missionary Marie Juergensen. Marie has been a dear friend of my family 
since 1928. And now. . . the rest of the story.

綱 CIア
THE EDITOR

cult Japanese language seemed like 
an insurmountable obstacle. “Lord，

Across the table from me in the 
Ochanomizu office sat Marie Juer
gensen, JEM As senior missionary. 
The JEMA Directory indicates that 
her active service in Japan opened 
in 1923, but actually it began in 1913 
when the Juergensens arrived in 
Japan for the first time - for Marie 
has been a missionary all her life.

toms had never entered Carl’s mind. 
He decided to talk it over with his 
wife, thinking that if she felt that 
going to Japan was out of the ques
tion, God would surely excuse him. 
Her reply was startling: “Several 
weeks ago the Lord gave me a 
vision. I saw a little girl with black 
hair and eyes; she was holding out 
her arms to me as if pleading for 
help. I could not understand it but 
thought the Lord wanted me to 
pray for China. Now I know that 
the little girl must have been Japan
ese. If God has told you to go to 
Japan,we must obey him.” That 
settled it once and for all. Joyfully 
their property, business and all earth
ly possessions were sold. It was 
new beginning. Carl was fifty then 
and his wife forty-four. They had no 
support except their personal 
ings and when the Juergensens reach
ed Los Angeles without knowing 
how tomorrow's needs were to be 
met, Carl prayed, “Lord, give 
another six months.” Peace entered 
their hearts as they settled down on 
the West Coast, but when the six 
months were up, the burden returned 
in double measure.

Before sailing for Japan, Carl one 
day was silently meditating while 
riding a streetcar. Learning the diffi-

what can I do for you in Japan?’，he 
prayed. Gently the Lord replied, 
“When I called Moses, he also said 
he could not speak and I gave him 
Aaron as his mouthpiece. So I send 
you, and your daughter will be your 
mouthpiece.” As God for just 
moment pulled aside the curtain to 

small glimpse of His

a

God，s Call give Carl
wonderful plan, every burden 
lifted and Carl, oblivious of his 
surroundings, burst forth in audible

a
was

In order to understand the drive 
in Marie’s life, one must go back 
one step further in history. Her 
father, Carl F. Juergensen 
successful businessman in Cleveland, 
Ohio. He was open to God’s leading 
in his life and for six months waited 
on God to fill his hungry soul. Carl 
for half a year closed the doors of 
his business and prayed, ood granted 
victory. It was then that Carl asked 
the Lord to open the way for mission
ary service. ‘‘1 will go anywhere，” he 
prayed, while hoping that God would 
send him back to the land of his 
birth, Germany. He reminded God 
that this would not require language 
study, but the Master had other 
plans. God’s call 
want you to go to Japan.”

This came as a shock. The Orient 
with its strange languages and cus-

praise.
I asked Marie to summarize her 

impressions of the parents as they 
sailed for Japan in July of 1913. 
“I recall my father’s faith and cour
age, my mother's love and compas
sion,'' she quickly replied.

was a

a

sav-
A Difficult Start

There were no welcome banners 
when the Tenyo Marti docked at 
Yokohama. Nobody was there to 
meet the Juergensens. A fellow pas
senger, a Korean with a burden to 
take the gospel to his own people, 
kindly arranged for accommodations 
at a Japanese inn. The next day the 
Korean friend took Mr. Juergensen 
to Tokyo and introduced him to

JAPAN HARVEST/NO.3-1978
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Anniversary. ‘‘It has stood all these 
years as a monument to my father’s 
faith，” Marie added.

The years until World War II were 
difficult ones. There was no great 
response; souls saved 
picked fruit. Carl Juergensen had 
given 28 years to the land of his 
adoption, taking only one furlough. 
When Carl was called into the 
presence of our Lord on August 29, 
1940, while vacationing in Karuiza- 
wa, he died without seeing great 
results. This writer vividly recalls 
that bright 
group of missionaries 
laid Brother Juergensen to rest at 
the Karuizawa Cemetery.

Japan’s doors 
gospel. Once again Tokyo lay in 
ruins. Marie could locate only seven 
church buildings in all of Tokyo that 
had escaped destruction. Miracu
lously, one of them was the Central 
Church. The toll in lives was also 
great. Of the thirty workers only 
sixteen remained.

The post-war period found Marie 
deeply involved in evangelistic work. 
It has been a time of rich harvest. 
“I have seen over 100 churches 
established; in Tokyo I have per
sonally pioneered four churches，’’ 
she stated with a broad smile. Marie 
also has been an effective teacher at 
the Bible School from which 300 
graduates have flowed since its found- 
ing in 1950. Many of her former 
students today 
Assembly churches. God has done 
great things. In 1949 there were but 
13 churches; in the 50’s sixty-nine 
churches were established, another 
twenty
Today there are 86 completely self- 
supporting churches.

were open to thePastor Nakada. He, in turn, ofiered 
his assistance in finding a suitable 
house that could be rented. It was a 
long search up and down Tokyo’s 
narrow streets, but by the evening 
of the following day a house 
rented. It 
home with two tat ami rooms and a 
dreary little smoke-blackened kit
chen. Water was drawn from a well 
some distance from the house.

While engaging in intensive lan
guage study, the message of salvation 
was proclaimed. Three gospel halls 

established within just three 
years and Missionary Juergensen, 
through an interpreter, day after day 
poured out his heart. There 
anxious moments at times as the 
congregation had gathered and the 
time to begin the service had come 
but the interpreter failed to show 
up. After two and a half years of 
such unsatisfactory arrangements, 
Carl had enough. The time had come 
for Marie to become his faithful 
interpreter. She was just fourteen 
then, but becoming God’s “mouth
piece” was serious business. “I was 
careful to 
eously and graciously, with respect 
for the people whose language it 
was,” is the way Marie summed up 
her role. Nine wonderful years of 
evangelism followed.

hand-werewas
typical Japanesewas a

day when 
and friends

were summer a

were

Mother’s Tears
leaders in theare

For Mrs. Juergensen the path of 
tears was not new. Five times 
the mission field she gave up those 
who were dear to her. It had been 
such a joyful occasion to welcome 
son John and his bride to Japan in 
1919. John had not joined the rest 
of the family in 1913 because his 
heart and life were out of touch with 
God. God had answered Mother's 
prayers and now John had come to 
Japan as a missionary! God blessed 
the family with a daughter named 
Grace, but when Grace was just 
eight, her mother became ill and 
died. Esther was buried on a hillside 
in Nagoya in 1928. Tears flowed 
again when two beloved grand
children died in Japan, and then in 
1938 John was taken in the prime 
of his manhood. Precious and real 
to Mother Juergensen was the Lord’s 
promise, “In the valley…I will be 
with thee.”

on

started in the 70's.were

the language court- Auf Wiedersehcnuse

For a moment the interview tou
ched on Marie’s future plans. In her 
eyes reflected some of the concern 
and compassion for the people of 
Japan as she spoke of shortly 
turning to the States. Marie loves 
Japan deeply and leaving these shores 
is no small decision. But Marie feels 
absolute 
her imme
ger sister, was a Japan missionary 
from 1924 to 1941. Since then ill 
health has prevented her from 
turning. Agnes soon will receive that 
loving care and dedication that Marie 
for over half a century has showered 

the Japanese. It is a fitting con
clusion to a glorious chapter.

re-
Second Term

It was just eight months after the 
great Kanto earthquake of 1923 
when the Juergensens returned to 
Japan for the second time. Destruc
tion was complete; Tokyo 
ruins. It meant a new beginning in 
missionary work. Marie recalls vi
vidly her father’s vision for the 
future, the erection of a large Central 
Church. It was dedicated in 1927 
and last year celebrated its 50th

about the future andpeace
diate role. Agnes, heryoun-

was in
re-

Marie Returns Alone
on 冷The terrible War was past and



CENTRAL BIBLE COLLEGE. TOKYOEDUCATIONAL BUILDING DEDICATION

To commemorate this 50th anni
versary, the believers of Shinsho 
Church led by their present pastor, 
Rev. Haruo Yamaki, have built 
beautiful neweducational and fellow
ship hall as well as a new parsonage. 
These new facilities were dedicated 
on the same day as the anniversary.

The church was packed to over
flowing for the anniversary service. 
Guests from all over Japan as well as 
from America and Canada 
shipped and fellowshipped together 
in an atmosphere of joy witnessing 
the great grace of God.

To God be the glory, great things 
He has done!

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF
TOKYO’S FIRST ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD CHURCH
In 1913, Carl Juergensen with his 

wife and family came to bring the 
gospel message to Japan. Through 
faith, prayer and sacrifice, this family 
began preaching the gospel and 
training young people to follow the 
Master. Father Juergensen would 
preach and his oldest daughter, 
Marie, would interpret the message 
of hope. This father-daughter team, 
with the support of the other family 
members, preached the Word for 24 
years together.

Nine years after the Juergensen 
family arrived in Japan, property

was secured in the Takinogawa area 
of Itabashi-ku. The first Assembly 
of God church was completed in 
1927 and called Shinsho Kyokai. 
The church's first pastor was Dr. 
Kiyoma Yumiyama, the present pre
sident of Central Bible College in 
Tokyo.

Even though the fires during the 
war came very close, the original 
church building was not damaged. 
God spared the structure. It stood 
amidst miles of ruins as a testimony 
of God’s love for Japan. After the 
war, with this church as a start, the 
Japan Assemblies of God reorgani
zed in April,1949，and started the 
present dantai.

a

wor-

Bob Houlihan
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アukushiira* (12 
Cnahana*
Akita* (14) 
Yamagata* (15) 
/orioka* (l6)

(13)
HOKKAIDO
DISTRICT
•5,205,000,

TCCKAI DISTRICT
nanamatsu*
Anatsuka* (^4; 
Yasuda* (55 
Toy okawa* (56) 
Toyohashi* 
Shimizu* 
Kanazawa 丨 
Okehazana* 
Okazaki* (6l) 

(62)
Fujinomiya (63) 
K.inokami 
Ueda (65)

* (57ぼ GUIDE
-number after church name 
corresponds to number
---- • giving, location.

JFF sponsored church 
-populations of district 
given by district name

on(60)

(な6)IJu

(64)
TOHOKU

Sayama (5〇) DISTRICT
Kawasaki Qク丄J 

(52)
:-TNKI_DISTRICT 6 Prefectures
Shachijo-* (66；
Kohana (67 
Akashi (68 
I-akage* (69) 
Ikeda* (70)
Hirano+ (71) 
Osaki+ (72) 
Nish5nada* 
Amaffasaki* 
Rajomon* (75 
Iwakura-* (7 
Mikuni* (77 
Hineji* (78 
Suminoe (79 
Kiyakojima* (80) 
Izumi+ (81) 
Izurrii-r.ano 
Neyagawa+ (83) 
Yumesaki (84; 
Sakai (85)
Awaji (86) 
Takaoka* (87) 
Nishinomiva (8

Sekijo 9,032,000デSHIKOKU DISTRICT
Koochi+ (〇9
Niihama (90

(91)Tokushima+
Nakamura* (92)間 Shimizu*
Susaki* (93)

(9^)Takamatsu 7 Prefectures
30,894,000|r/j|

Area5 Prefectures Vs, KANTO7,126,000 HokuriKU DISTRICT 0CHUG0KU
DISTRICT Area

(82)

•守3
KIKKI3,925て000め•
USTRICTSHIKOKU 7 PrefecturesDISTRICT
19,606,000

KYUSHU DISTHICT CHUG0KU DISTRICTKYUSHU KilaKyushu ^.95； Okayama* (105)DISTRICT (96)
7 Prefectures Karatsu* C97 
12,041,000

Ushibuka* (106) 
Sakai-Minato* (107〕
Hiroshira.*

)
(98Fukuoka* (100)Shinonoseki

Hondo, （99) Fukuyama-"(109) 
Hofu (110)(100)Kunamot0*

Kama。* (101) (HI)
Iv/akuni (112)
Fukyama

(102)Kawaura*
(103)Yatsushiro-* UKII.AWA DISTHICT

Miaumi* (lC/〇 Agena* (115)OKINAWA
DISTHICT (113) Kin* (116)Kengun

Sasebo* (114) Katiena (1179^5,465
Naha + (118
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Church Practice
and

s^ia^a®sfi
HENRY AYABE

No Christian is free from church 
traditions and all church traditions 
are not evil in themselves. They can 
either be advantages or disadvantages 
in the practices ol laith in a differing 
culture and a changing world. Church 
traditions grew out of Scriptural 
convictions which became accepted 
practices of faith. These practices of 
faith
worship, oflife within the church and 
in relation to the world without. 
Every missionary bears church tradi
tions of at least 1，947 years since 
Pentecost. Add to this the various 
branches of denominational practices 
which have been transmitted.

rhe missionary must understand 
that he bears his 
traditions before he can evalute his 
own church heritage in the light of 
convictions and mission work. Since 
the Scriptures are the only absolute 
standard for faith and practice, he 
must return to the Bible to clarify his 
convictions in order to test whether 
his practices hold true to the Word. 
Then, he must go one step further to 
test that practice within a culture 
other than his own. His convictions 
must not change but the practice of 
that conviction may change in its 
expressions in another culture.

teaching of the Lord in the Gospels or 
in the epistles concerning this prac
tice. The earliest church met daily in 
homes and in the temple (Acts 2:46; 
5:42). After the predominant Gentile 
church in Antioch sent Barnabas and 
Saul
they preached the Gospel in the 
synagogues which met on the Sab
bath. Here we have the faint begin
nings of a seven day cycle of assembly 
at least 15 to 20 years after Pentecost. 
It became Paul’s practice to meet 
the Jews and Gentile seekers in the 
Sabbatical synagogue assemblies 
(Acts 17:2) but he did preach and 
teach daily whenever he could (Acts 
19:9). It is only on the return of his 
third missionary journey through 
Troas that there is some evidence of 

specified meeting on the first day 
of the week. ''And on the first day 
of the week, when we were gathered 
together to break bread, Paul began 
talking to them, intending to depart 
the next day...” (Acts 20:7, NAS). 
They did not gather to break bread 
on the first day of the week but rather 
when they gathered to break bread, 
Paul spoke to them. Besides, this 
information is the setting for the 
incident of Eutychus. So this passage 
is not a conclusive evidence for 
meeting on the first day of the week.

There is yet another passage which 
warrants attention as to the practice 
of the early church in assembling 
themselves on the first day of the 
week. Paul gave instructions to the

churches in Galatia and Corinth to 
set aside their monetary gifts on the 
first day of the week which implies 

weekly assembly in the churches 
that Paul was instrumental in plant
ing (I Cor. 16:1, 2). The idea of the 
whole church assembling is very 
clear (I Cor. 11:18, 33;14:23), but 
there were some differences of opi
nion concerning the practice of the 
importance of days within a week 
(Rom. 14:5). The practice of assem
bling together gained momentum by 
the time the letter to the Hebrews 
was written (10:25) and by the end 
of the first century John writes, “I 
was in the Spirit 
day...” (Rev. 1:10) which the chur
ches today take to mean the first day 
of the week.

However meager the Scriptural 
passages which become the basis of 
Scriptural convictions for the practice 
of assembling of the believers on the 
first day of the week, the practice 
itself is not a disadvantage but rather 
an advantage for the planting of the 
church in Japan. While the day for 
assembling is still disputed by the 
Seventh day Baptist, the Seventh day 
Adventist, and maybe others, tne 
pattern of seven day cycle is as real 
as the creation of the universe. The 
assembling of the Christians on the 
first day of the week is a worthy 
church practice to keep in whatever 
culture the Gospel is preached.

Although there may be agreement 
in the keeping of the first day of the 
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Origin of Sunday Worship

One universal church traditional 
practice is the Sunday worship 
vice. There is no direct command or

ser-
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week as a worthy traditional church 
practice on the mission fields, there 
yet remains diversity of practices in 
how a believer should keep the 
Lord’s day. The forms of worship, 
the activities including the Sunday 
school, and the scheduling of the 
hours of the activities, and 
more practices of the church on the 
first day of the wedk are an outgrowth 
of church traditions which the mis
sionaries inherited from their sending 
churches.

In the partaking of the Lord’s Table, 
the American tends to have hygienic 
individual cups of grape juice, and 
the European, a single cup of wine 
and wafers. Of course, there are other 
variations of practices such as real 
wine in individual cups and specially 
baked bread without leaven. What
ever the practice may be, there should 
be thorough Scriptural teaching on the 
communion and on the various acts 
involved in the communion, such 

the significance of the deacons 
serving the elements, etc. In a country 
as pagan as Japan, there are countless 
forms of ritualistic worship and 
idolatrous customs which could easi
ly be infused into the practice of 
participating in communion.

tism. All these practices of differing 
modes of baptism claim Scriptural 
basis. Even though one may not 
agree to the other's practice of 
baptism, the missionary has found 
that the answer to the question, “Are 
you a Christian?” is almost always 
answered in the affirmative or nega
tive by whether the person was bap
tized or not. Whatever doctrinal 
meaning may have been taught, to 
the Japanese, to be baptized means 
commitment to the church in which 
he has been baptized. Even as he is 
conscious of belonging to his family 
and family 
or to other social groups, so by the 
act of baptism he now belongs to the 
social group of the church. For this 
reason the strong American church 
concept of conversion before bap
tism sometimes escapes the Japanese 
mind. Surely, then, the missionary 
must re-evaluate his convictions with 
his practice of baptism so that 
accurate instruction of the meaning 
of the missionary’s particular mode 
of baptism is communicated.

many

as

Worship Time
The scheduling of the hours 

the Lord’s day is an European church 
tradition. Theagriculturally-oriented 
society of those centuries, set the 
hours of morning worship and even
ing meetings because of the chores 
that needed to be done on the farm. 
In the keeping of the hours of these 
scheduled meetings, the American 
churches tend to adhere to 
time, on-schedule meeting because of 
their high regard for time. Would this 
kind of church practice be an advan
tage or disadvantage in the preaching 
of the Gospel in Japan? The mission
ary must answer this question not 

the basis of his cultural inclina
tions but on Scriptural basis and on 
the accuracy of the communication 
of Scriptural values to the Japanese. 
There may be a clash of culture of the 
time-conscious American missionary 
and the inter-personal consciousness 
of the Japanese. The seemingly wast
ing of time in the drinking of endless 
cups of tea and the seemingly 
essential talking could be times in 
which the Japanese is feeling out 
ways of establishing a deeper rela
tionship of trust with the missionary.

or to his companyname
on

The Sunday School

Another traditional church prac
tice on the first day of the week is 
the Sunday school. The practice 
of Sunday school gained strong 
impetus in the early American fron
tier as the people moved westward. 
Whenever a Christian family moved 
west, they held Sunday school for 
their children and as other families 
moved into the vicinity, their children 
also were invited. This was a church 
practice which did not require 
ordained minister, 
held wherever there were Christian 
families. With the establishing of 
churches, the Sunday school became 
the means of evangelising the 
saved In a strong social-status-type 
of society as Japan, the tendency of 
relegating the Sunday school to only 
children, becomes a barrier to the 
potential evangelistic outreach. The 
missionary must re-evaluate the prac
tice of Sunday school on a Scriptural 
basis and teach the Japanese that 
the command of teaching their child- 

the Scripture begins with their 
true knowledge of Scripture. The 
missionary may be wise to call 
adult or parents’ Bible class some
thing other than Sunday school.

an
an on-

Church Polity
Another traditional church prac

tice with diversity of forms is church 
polity. Historically, there is the apos
tolic form of church government, 
followed by the early episcopal of the 
second and third centuries from 
which grew the patriarchal and from 
which grew the Roman Catholic 
hierarchic church government. The 
Reformation spawned the presby- 
terian, the congregational, the con- 
sistorical which has influenced the 
Methodist form of church polity. 
This is a very simple outline and there 
may be those who will contend for a 
different historical development for 
their own church government, but 
let each missionary teach supporting 
Scriptures to give evidence of his 
convictions of church government. 
In order to make church government 
practices come alive, the missionary 
must return to the Scriptures for 
his church practices.

It has been thought that only 
authoritarian structured form of 
church government can be practiced 
in Japan. The first organized Protes
tant church in Japan took 
presbyterian form of church govern
ment because of the missionary who 
was involved. Left to the Japanese, 
the kind of church organizational 
practice will tend to be pyramidical 
authoritarian organization. The ruler

on
an

it could beso

un-

non-

Form of Worship

As to the forms of worship, the 
more European traditional church 
practices will tend toward liturgical 
forms while the American church 
practices will tend toward a relaxed 
and informal form of worship. The 
essential furniture of worship, too, 
will differ according to the mission
aries' church practice. The American 
will tend to have the pulpit as the 
center of worship while the European 
practices will tend towards a split 
pulpit and centered 
table. To the American missionary, 
the communion table is secondary to 
the pulpit and so a make-do table is 
acceptable for 
JAPAN HARVEST/NO.3-1978
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Baptism

The church ordinance of baptism, 
also, has diverse traditional church 
practices. While it is universally 
accepted
Lord Jesus Christ to baptize believers, 
the mode of baptism is as diverse as 
total immersion, tri-immersion, river 
baptism, pouring, and sprinkling. 
There is also the differences of 
infant baptism and conversion bap-

an

thethe command of ouras on

communion

communion service.
n



on the top with his councilors who local church evangelistic meeting 
makes up the yakuin and the people from two days to
who are made up of the senior and American church practice,
junior believers (senpai and kohai 
relationships). It seemed that 
other form of church government 
could not be practiced in Japan.

West. In the second century of 
American history, the concern for 
the people at home became also 
concern for the foreign fields. Most 
of the mission societies were deno
minational in character until the 
battle for fundamentalism against 
liberalism caused the withdrawal of 
financial support of liberal leaning 
mission societies. The churches sent

week is ana
a

Camps and Conferences

Bible camp and Bible conferences 
gained prominence in the American 
church. The westward settling of the 
frontiersmen meant distance neigh
bors so that when they gathered for 
Christian meetings, they appointed a 
place to camp together for a week or 
more. They slept in their wagons on 
which they rode from afar. There 
they heard the teaching and prea
ching of the Bible. There were bap
tisms at the end of the week with 
communion service following. Bible 
camps and Bible conferences 
developed on the American conti
nent and have been introduced to 
the mission field by the missionaries.

Mid-week Meetings

any

Modern Changes
There are a number of factors 

which have caused changes in this 
idea in the post-war years. The post
war educated people 
their mid-thirties. Their education 
has followed a freer form of life. 
Mass communication and travel 
abroad have increased knowledge 
and understanding of differing cul
tural practices. The understanding 
of the language of Japanese and 
their culture by the missionary makes 
for better communications. Advan-

missionaries and support to faith 
missions with a strong personal tie 
with the missionaries who were being 
supported. The church will be blessed 
in support of mission is a strong 
American church mission concept. 
To implant this in the church in 
Japan will 
tions that lay foundations for the 

missionaries from Japan to

inare now

from greatcome convic-
were support 

foreign countries.

ces in the improving of the communi
cation of the Gospel have brought 

of the mission

Practical Admonition
A Japanese pastor remarked that 

since it is the missionaries from the 
west who brought these church prac
tices, we in Japan need not follow 
every practice. Now, he may be right, 
if those practices 
that divides the church. But, he 
may be wrong, if those practices 
were for the edification of the whole 
church. Paul says, “So then let no 
one boast in men. For all things 
belong to you, whether Paul 
Apollos or Cephas or the world or 

death or things present 
things to come; all things belong to 
you, and you belong to inrist; and 
Christ belongs to God.”（I Cor. 3:21- 
23 NAS).

When God sent His Son, He sent 
Him into the Jewish culture and as 
a Jew He fulfilled all the requirements 
of the Law though He fought against 
practices of the Jews of His day who 
in their zeal to keep the Law, “invali
dated the word of God for the sake 
of. . .tradition.” (Matt. 15:6 NAS). 
When church practice loses its true 
intent, then there will be a devastating 
gap between the Scripture and the 
practices of the church. The practices 
of the church must never become the 
absolute authority for then it will 
“invalidate” the very Word on which 
it originally based its practice. Let 
every missionary examine most criti
cally his Scriptural convictions and 
the practices he holds dear in order 
that he may not be unfruitful 
find himself “teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men’’ (Matt. 
15:9 NAS).

another
American church practice. The Bible 
study and the time of prayer during 
the week-day night strengthened the 
believers. The Japanese believers 
seem to prefer 
prayer meeting although the mid
week prayer meeting now is part of 
the church program.

Mid-week servicesgreater
ministry. All this lends to an increased 
viability to disciple Japanese belie
vers into a functioning church organ
ization which is patterned after the 
missionary's 
zational practices.

The missionary can take a number 
of attitudes towards church organiza
tional practices. He could take the 
least resistant form of church organ
ization by leaving it to the Japanese 
believers to find their places in the 
hierarchy patterned after the Japan
ese society. Or, he could disciple them 
according to his Scriptural convictions 

church organizational practices. 
Or, if denominational, appeal also 
to the history of that denomination 
which holds great significance to the 
Japanese. Finally, the missionary can 
implant the framework of the pat
tern of church organization and rely 
on the local cultural mechanisms of

awareness are

for boastingwerechurch organi- early morningown an

Laymen
Another American church practice 

is lay people involvement in church 
ministries. Because of the strong 
equalitarian concept of democracy, 
the difference of status of the clergy 
and the lay people is minimized. The 
scarcity of trained ministers in the 
American continent, too, led to lay 
leadership in the church. The direct 
financial support of the pastor and 
the church makes for greater involve
ment of lay people in the decisions 
of the church. Lay involvement in 
the Japanese churches is hard to 
practice. The hierarchic social struc
ture is against it. Yet the missionary 
should discoverScripturalconvictions 
that will aid him to disciple them to 
take a more active part in the minis
tries of the church without becoming 
a threat to the pastor.

Some ideas of supporting mission
aries came from the early American 
churches' concern to preach the 
Gospel to the American Indians. 
In the first of the two centuries of 
American history，mission societies 
were concerned with the waves of 
immigrants and of the expanding

or

life oror

on

authority to make the organization 
function.

Mass Evangelism

A church practice which is 
cepted world-wide is mass evange
lism. Whitfield and Wesley, Moody 
and Finney, Billy Sunday and Billy 
Graham and many more evangelists 
were used of God in mass evangelism. 
They used the theaters, the big tent 
with saw dust for flooring and large 
auditoriums and stadiums to house 
the crowds that came to hear the 
Gospel. This form of evangelism has 
been introduced into Japan. The

ac-

nor
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To Suffer 

Take Arms
or

HENRY BRUINOOGErかし

The 1978 commencement speaker at the Christian Academy in Japan 
n'as Rey. Henry Bruinooge. His observations challenged this year’s 
graduates and will stimulate Japan Harvest readers.

Honored graduates; loving, thank
ful and proud parents and family; 
envious and aspiring undergraduates; 
devoted, tireless and relieved faculty, 
staff and administration; friends...

tact, a call for action, a challenge 
for our times, an electrifying ex- 
hortation’’.

marriage or bad fortune, or dissecting 
a neighbor’s or friend’s or classmate’s 
bad behavior. The conversation is 
periodically interrupted by someone 
exclaiming. “Ain’t it awful?’’. Every
one then nods heartily in agreement: 
the conversation continues, but rare
ly does anyone offer a positive sug
gestion for improvement or remedy. 

“To suffer the slings and arrows of 
outrageous fortune or to take arms 
against a sea of trouble.…，’ 

question of suffering 
taking arms, apathy or action, isola
tion or involvement, sitting by 
digging in, “Ain’t it Awful?” 
“What Can I Do?”.

The problems of our world press 
upon us.

extremely doubtful I can 
model my address after that fashion 
because I want to be brief, something 
that Trudeau failed to mention. But

I am

A Broken Promise
Three years ago I broke my arm 

and this job was turned over to 
Pastor Fife. This year I tried to break 
my leg but failed. Nevertheless, I am 
deeply honored to have been invited 
to address you this afternoon.

I do have something to say, and I 
take my cue from Hamlet’s soli
loquy:

k*To be or not to be; that is the 
question: Whether ‘tis nobler in 
the mind to sufTer the slings and 
arrows of outrageous fortune, or 
to take arms against a sea of 
troubles, and, by opposing, end 
them....”

It，s ora

orIn a Doonesbury comic strip by 
G.B. Trudeau I saw sometime ago, 
there

or
university president 

addressing the graduating class. The 
words he was supposedly speaking 
were actually a summary of what a 
graduation address should be: 

“Platitudes, pontifications， 
hash of what is said every year, a 
few epigrams, an inside reference, 

wry joke but with a thoughtful 
moral, two sweeping statements, a 
modifier, three consecutive obser
vations, dramatic pauses, eye con-

was a

An Awful Game
The soliloquy, of course, has its 

own interpretation, but I would like 
to have it

A Hungry World
My church is only now coming to 

grips with the distressing and de
pressing specter of world hunger, to 
cite only one of the major problems 
of our times. This year it is spending 
approximately 1.4 million dollars in 
the study of and for the relief of this

something like 
game called “Ain’t It Awful?'5, ac
cording to Eric Berne. It is a pastime 
of many. It’s not a game for sale in 
any store but it consists of a group 
of people sitting around bemoaning 
the state of the world, or someone’s

a re- amean

a
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and now to express gratitude for 
loving parents, praying pastors and 
fellow church members, and for 
concerned and hard-working tea
chers.) But your life-style, the way 
you conduct yourselves in countless 
ways, is determined for the rest of 
your lives by your inward attitudes 
and the strength of your faith and 
commitment to Jesus Christ, as you 
step from these halls to make your 
way in God's world.

I submit therefore, that whether 
you are active or passive, suffer in 
silence or apathy or take 
relation to the pressing and crying 
needs of the world - whether your 
life-style will be actively dedicated to 
serving the Lord or idly sitting by 
bemoaning the state of affairs with 
plaintive cries of “Ain’t it awful?” 
一 is something you must seriously 
consider right now if you haven’t 
before.

pressing problem. In the opening 
statement of a comprehensive report, 
which drew on such solid studies as 
Stanley Mooningham’s “What Do 
You Say to a Hungry World?”，and 
Arthur Simon's “色read for the 
World”, it says:

“In recent years we have become 
starkly aware that there 
lions of people in the world who 

literally starving or severely 
malnourished. From twelve to 
twenty thousand people die each 
day from starvation. The coverage 
of world hunger by the news media 
has been broad and vivid. The 
reports of humanitarian agencies 
and departments of government 
present detailed explanations of 
what hunger is like, its causes, its 
effects, and its widening scope.
The hollow eyes and distended 
stomachs of the starving haunt us 
day by day.
The church of Christ is deeply 

concerned for hungry people. She 
holds up before the world the 
Bread of Life and speaks to that 
world of Living Water. She is 
concerned that people are starving 
for want of this food for their souls.
Yet the church may never divorce 
this concern from her care for the 
body. Man is a unity of body and 
soul and our Lord is filled with 
compassion for this matchless to
tal being with all its potential for 
good and ill. We cannot feed only 
the spirit and then blithely disre
gard the body or relegate such a 
concern to someone else. Christ 
did not - he saw man as a totality.
“As people redeemed by Christ, 

know that to feed only the 
body is to leave unfed the starving 
spirit. We firmly affirm that to 
feed only the spirit while the body 
cries out in pain and hunger is 
sheer hypocrisy. Therefore, the 
people of God，of all people, 
should be the first to respond to 
the plight of the world’s hungry 
with a compassion that breaks all 
barriers.”
Jesus himself was the soul of com

passion for the poor and hungry of 
the world and urged his followers to 
do no less:

“I have compassion on thecrowd”， 
he said, ‘‘because they have been 
with me now three days and have 
nothing to eat; I am unwilling to shaping of your lives has been going 
send them away hungry, lest they 
faint 
15:32).

Compassionately he fed the crowd 
of four thousand, and lavishly at 
that, with seven baskets left 
And it s good to remind ourselves 
that at the end of the age the Son of 
God will separate the peoples of the 
nations according to whether 
not the fruit of his grace had been 
apparent in their lives in their actions 
toward the least of his brethren. Have 
they fed the hungry, welcomed the 
stranger, clothed the naked, visited 
the sick and imprisoned of his people? 
(Matthew 25:1-45).

over.

or

mil-are

are

arms in

A Series of Questions
So let’s ask ourselves some per

tinent and relentless questions:
1. Are we truly co-workers with 

God against the oppression, 
poverty, hunger and suffering 
even to the extent of changing

hallowed social institu
tions and policies?

2. Do those whom we identify as

i i our
It s all too common and prevalent 

among us all to take the attitude that 
governments should eliminate graft 
and corruption and initiate programs 
to prevent the depletion of natural 
resources; that the poor should work 
as hard as we do to earn their bread 
and not rely on government or 
neutral help and welfare; that the 
third world should cease its clamor 
for equality and lift itself by its 
bootstraps - all sanctimoniously said 
from the safety of our own comfor
table surroundings. We need to 
become involved as concerned Chris
tians!

It is surely not biblical nor Chris
tian. It is inconsistent to be 
cerned only with physical needs, 
equal opportunities，and freedom 
of the spirit without being deeply 
involved in making available the 
Bread of Life, the message of God’s 
redeeming love and life in Jesus 
Christ. Word and deed, deed and 
Word must go hand-in-hand. But 
our outreach in both follows from 
the central affirmation of the Bible 
that God is sovereign over all. All of 
life, body and soul, is under God's 
surveillance. The whole world is our 
ark, and our purpose in it is to care 
lovingly for its cargo of life.

duty is clear. And duty 
demands action not apathy, involve
ment not isolation, digging in not 
sitting by, taking arms against the 
sea of our world's problems.

The world is before you. Be in
volved !

m

own

our neighbors include the poor 
and hungry, regardless of their 
faith?

3. Does provision for the poor 
and hungry have any priority 
over aspirations of personal 
gain or security for the future?

4. Are our actions in feeding the 
hungry a matter of the heart? 
Or do we give from a superior 
position? Do we inwardly con
gratulate ourselves on our be
nevolent attitudes and actions?

5. Are we able to recognize, in the 
economic and political struc
tures we support, certain mo
tives of sell-interest, and 
we willing to change this self- 
interest in favor of loving our 
neighbor as ourselves?

con-
we

are

So ourA Challenge to Graduates
In a real sense, dear graduates, the

since you were born - in your 
(Matthew homes, in your churches, and here 

in your school. (And we pause here

on
the way .on
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MAGIC PICTURE BOOKS
NOW IN JAPANESE

The nine titles of magic picture books are more than regular books. Well known 
Bible stories are made interesting for children in a new way. Several areas in the 
books are blank, and by shading these areas with a pencil, pictures or text appear. 
The problem of getting interested in reading or listening has been dealt with. Children 
will love these new books.
Size 11.5 x 15 cm. 9 titles ¥100 each. They also come as a set in a nice cardboard 
case for ¥900.

いちじくの 
さの，ベ〜 iC .:.

，-• - • i

Published by Shinsei Undo 
Available from your local Christian bookstore or

FUKUIN BUNSHO CENTER
(Retail - Mail Order - Bookmobile service for NLL & JSSU) 

1-9-34 Ishigami, Niiza Shi, Saitama Ken 352 
Phone (0424) 75-3225

，:v

ひ HR1ST1AN
■ . VvA CADEMY in JA?

-KINDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE 12 
-CHRISTIAN FACULTY AND ADMINISTRATION 

-ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 
-FULLY ACCREDITED WITH WASC 

一EXCELLENT FACILITIES 

-INTERNATIONAL STUDENT BODY 

-LIMITED BOARDING FACILITIES 
-READILY ACCESSIBLE

L7 APAN
For further information, write:
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY IN JAPAN 
2-14,1 Chome Shinkawa Cho 
Higashi Kurume Shi, Tokyo 180-03
Japan

Telephone: 0424-71-0022



FOR EVANGELISM
一 ALL 16mm COLOR -

MOVIES
Just released

THE FINAL HOUR (OWARI NO TOKI)— the solemn contemplation of what will happen to this world in the 
face of a growing population and widespread pollution. (30 min.)
Rental cost—V3,000 per day—(Japanese only)
Lease cost—SI60 plus customs duty and shipping charges.
IN THE BEGINNING (MIWATASE)—seeing God’s hand in the wonder of creation from the opening chapters of 
the Bible. (30 min.)
Rental cost—¥3,000 per day—(Japanese only) Lease cost—$16o plus customs duty and shipping charges.

Also available
* OUT OF THE MAZE OF CONFUSION (MAY〇I NO MORI KARA)— the chaJlenging story of how a young

man, who had studied philosophy,found his way out of the confusion of the many theories to the simplicity of the 
Gospel.(35 min.)
Rental cost—V4,000 per day—(Japanese only) Purchase cost—¥148,000

★ THE RED GLOVES (AKAI 丁EBUKUR〇）—a dram-type film for children emphasizing how a knowledge of 
Christ leads to obedience to parents. (25 min.)
RentaJ cost—V3,000 per day—(Japanese only) Purchase cost： ¥95,000
A RACE IN THE SNOW (KITAGUNI NI KAKERU AI)— a testimony of the Mitsuhashi family of Hokkaido, 
illustrating the power of the love of God in their ministry 
Rental cost—¥2,500 per day—(Japanese only) Purchase cost—V95,000

SHINING LIKE THE STARS (TOMO YO ASU KAGAYAKO)- the story of God’s saving grace in the life 
Shinichi Toyoda, who a year after the film 
during the ni^it on a mountain top. (28 min.)
Rental cost—V2,500 per day—(Japanese or English)

well as in their home. (28 min.)as

*
made, went to be with the Lord at the age of 33 years, while prayingwas

Purchase cost—V95,000 (Japanese)
CAPTAIN OF THE FLOATING CHURCH (ARAUMI NO JUJIKA)-thc story of how a storm at sea and 
a lighted
Rental cost—¥2,500 per day—(Japanese or English) Purchase cost—V95,000 (Japanese)
TAKE OFF FOR GLORY (EIKOO E NO SHUPPATSU)— the testimony of Haruo Takayama, a criminal who 
found and proved Christ. (28 min.)
Rental cost—¥2,500 per day—(Japanese or English) Purchase cost—¥95,000 (Japanese)

*
changed a Japanese fisherman into a fisher of men. (28 min.)cross

★

* EVEN UNTO DEATH (SHI NI ITARU MADE MO)—the amazing story of Kippun Lee, the first missionary 
Cheju Island, who died a martyr*s death.(1 hr. 20 min.)
Rental cost—VI2,000—(Japanese—including 100 handbills and 10 posters—or Korean)
Purchase cost— V400,000
CONTACT
-for preview and further 

information -

to

JAPAN MISSION FILM CENTER
2-9，Miyuki cho 2-chome, Miyakojima-ku, Osaka 534 

(Tel. 06-923-2212)

CAMERAS
PHoroGizfirHE/z 

^ Unn^ a 乃peaaL ? 

to miss i cranes
/h Center

Pi cHfZisri/^s
f-iCC

phone or write to:—

15-2, KITA OHASU 2 CHOME 
HIGASHI OSAKA-SHI, OSAKA 577 

(06) 728-9787

CHEAPER THAN TAX FREE



Study
JAPANESE BY THE TOTAL METHOD

丄M丄.丨.EDITIONNoah S. Brannen, Author

Curriculum 
designed 

especially for 
missionaries

4-fold 
approach to 
language 
study 日本語 Historical 

and cultural 
orientation 

program

Basic，
Intermediate y 
and Advanced 
courses

Language Institute關i s S I O N A R YA P A N
c/o Ochanomizu Student Christian Center 

1 Kanda Surugadai 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo101 

TEL. (03) 295-0037
1979 schedule:
Winter term 
Spring 
Summer term 
Fall term - September 3

Application should be 
made at least one month 
before the term begins. 
Please request applica

tion blanks from J.M.L.I.

-January 8 
-April16term

• SHIOKARI PASS
• TIME TO RUN
• TWO A PENNY 

¥ 18,000 • LUCIA
¥ 10,000 • FOR PETES SAKE

¥ 10,000 • BG TOKYO CRUSADE

100MINUTES 
COLOR

100MINUTES
COLOR

110MINUTES
COLOR

85MINUTES-COLOR 
ENGLISH

¥30,000 

¥25,000 

¥ 18,000 

¥ 10,000• THE RESTLESS ONES:_UTES
• GOSPEL ROAD 

% HIS しAND

60MINUTES
COLOR ：^SS«sh ¥ 15,000 

»TES¥ 3,000 etc.70MINUTES
COLOR

TOKYO OFFICE
20 SAMON-CHO SHINJUKU-KU TOKYO 
TEL 03*359-4694



CHRISTIAN CENTER BOOK STORE - Box - Kanoyaノ Kagoshima 893
Phone: (09944) 2-4444 or 2-2374 FURIKAE Kagoshima 4384 (In u.S. Go Ye Books,143 Ave Cota. San Clemente. CA 92672)

* WITNESS WATCH BAND CALENDERS FOR 1979 NOW READY: EACH ¥300 

SWEET POTATOES WILL BE SHIPPED AGAIN THIS FALL - NOV. & DEC.
-PLEASE WRITE FOR PRICE LIST-

* SIX COURSES FOR ENGLISH BIBLE CしASSES : Listed in order of difficulty. 

1.Basic Course - ¥300, Cassette tape - ¥2000. Based on the alphabet.
2. Jesus,_26 Lessons in the Life of Chrisjt, ¥500, Cassette tape - ¥2000.

One lesson for each picture 〇-F the Standard Life of Christ Picture Roll 
Picture Roll with English titles - ¥2500； Paste-On strips with full text in

English at base of each picture - ¥3000；Metal Hanger StripJapanese to
for top of the roll-¥300, Hanqar Bar to suspend roll on map stand - ¥600

cover

3. Twelve Week Course - ¥150 present supply, next edition - ¥200
4. Twenty-Four Week Course _ - ¥600, newly revised. Extensive word drills.
5. 50 Lessons in Luke - ¥500. This text can also be used after Jesus course.
6. Guide to Christ, the Church and The Christian Life - ¥500. English and Jap- 

in parallel columns. Other 5 texts have Japanese under each line.anese
-Special offer - Send cash with order for copies of all6 and we pay postage

need in your thinking.* Guaranteed to meet aFOR YOUR MINISTRY IN JAPAN,
Evangelist by Mark Maxey. ¥250 postpaid.(10 for ¥1620) 

2. Preachina the Gospel_in Resistant Fields:A Viewpoint from Japan - ¥420
1.The Missionary as an

NEW ILLUSTRATED REFERENCE VOLUME

In Japanese

HAHD800K TO THB BIB Li
SEE AND UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE

州プ，ク IN ITS HISTORICAL CONTEXT

... General information about the 
Scriptures. . . Old Testament his
tory at a glance. . .Israel in New 
Testament times. . . key themes 
and doctrines. . . 363 color photos, 
68 maps and 20 charts.斗4200

WORD of LiFG PRESS 160ら Shinanomachi, Shinjuku Ku, Tokyo



the

church s
futune
m japan MARK MAXEY

Kyushu Missionary Mark Maxey has served with the Church of Christ 
in Japan since 1950. The message that follows was given at their Annual 
Convention at Naha, Okinawa, on May 2,1978. Its content is of interest 
to all JAPAN HARVEST readers.

It was the final exam before the 
Christmas holidays and the student 
wasn’t prepared. He checked an item 
here and there and at the end of the 
paper wrote a note to his professor 
The Lord knows the answers to 

these questions, I don't. Merry 
Christmas!” He picked up his exam 

the new semester began and 
quickly turned to see what the pro
fessor had to say. He read, “The 
Lord gets an A, you gel an F. Happy 
New Year!”

in Japan, looking for other places to 
serve, mostly involving a return to 
their homelands. I wonder wherein 
lies the fault. Is it within their own 
faith and their own commitment? Is 
it the fault of the country of Japan, 
its culture, its background, the nature 
of its people and their way of think
ing? Is it due to the way the mission
ary has proclaimed his message 
the way he has lived it out before the 
people? Certainly the fault cannot 
lie in the gospel. We can never doubt 
its power, the unfailing presence of 
God, and His assurance of ultimate 
victory. But still we tremble because 
we think we can not see that these 
promises are being redeemed by 
personally and in our time. My own 
conviction is that the promises of 
God are being redeemed before our 
very eyes, but being blinded by 
unfulfilled expectations, “seeing, wc 
see not.”

Regardless of our personal feel
ings, however, the future of the 
church in Japan must be perceived 
in terms of where it is now. If the 
entire modern day Christian witness 
in Japan is now at the ripe old age of 
119 years, and if the church in Japan 
is now “healthy, wealthy and wise,'' 
as I think it to be, are we to suppose 
that its future will be any different

than its past? Humanly speaking, 
radical changes in thinking and life
style seldom occur in senior years. It 
is possible but not probable. Both 
the possibilities and the probabilities 
of the church’s future in Japan 
tied, then, ultimately to our faith and 
to the faith we pass on to those who 
succeed us.

are

as
or

No Room for Negative Thinking

Uncertain future
not being flippant in the 

slightest when I say in regard to the 
Christian future of Japan that “the 
Lord only knows; I do not. fhe 
hopes of 119 years1 for a bright 
Christian future in Japan have not 
been fulfilled. I am not yet ready to 
discard my goals but at the same time 
the future is not at all clear to me. I 
could easily be depressed by the 
difficulties and overwhelmed with 
problems if I wished. Still I could not 
long remain a missionary in Japan 
without
and a faith that overcomes.

Why Quit Now

It hurts me deeply when I 
missionaries with their hopes blighted 
JAPAN HARVEST/NO.3—1978

There are those, of course, who 
saying that Christianity has 

future in Japan: that it is impossible 
to really disturb Japan with the 
message of Christ; that Japan and 
the Japanese are just not made that 
way in regard to religion; that they 
are concerned with other things they 
consider
if the Japanese do receive the Chris
tian message they will change it, 
absorb it and probably discard it.

In Japan, the modern Christian 
novelist，Shusaku Endo, has made 
this theme the center core of exten
sive writings, the most important of 
which is his novel, Chitimoku (Si
lence).2 In this novel he has the 
priest, Ferreira, who has already 
apostasized, talking to the priest,

aream no

us

important and thatmore

optimism that enduresan

see
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cursed because theRoderigo, one of his former students 
now on trial. Ferriera says lo him, 

..Our religion does not take root 
in this country. This country is a 
swamp. In time you will come to see 
for yourself. This country is a more 
terrible swamp than you can imagine. 
Whenever you plant a sapling in this 
swamp the roots begin to rot; the 
leaves grow yellow and wither. And 

have planted the sapling of 
Christianity in this swamp.”

ceiving the gospel, of applying it to 
all areas of life and of living that faith 
in a victorious way — any one who 
believes that is equipped not only to 
stay but also to learn that God 
indeed has a great future for the 
church in Japan. It will not be easy. 
It may not be soon. But it will surely

way
Japanese nation still expects us to 
approach it with the Cnnstian mes
sage in the same way today. As a 
result of this past and continuing 
method of approach, this nation can 
enjoy the fruits of the Christian 
message without having to grow the 
tree of faith. I

we are

convinced per
sonally that education and social 
betterment can never succeed in this

be! am
Goals Essential

This is not the place to discuss 
specifically the difficulties that face 
the church in Japan. They 
merous, they are real and they are 
not going to go away simply by 
talking bravely. I do wish to focus, 
however, on one particular problem 
which I think both underlines and 
outlines all the other problems. This 
is the tendency to replace primary 
goals with secondary ones. It is a 
well known psychological fact that 
when a person feels he has no hope 
of attaining his original purpose, he 
will not completely abandon that 
purpose. Rather he will select another 
purpose which compliments the pri
mary one and which, he believes will 
make it possible for him to attain 
his original purpose at some time in

we
country as an effective way of pro
pagating the faith.

Education, however, remains as a 
major effort of the local church, 
especially at the kindergarten level. 
Effectively used, it can be a means of 
attracting families to the church and 
to the laith. Seldom is it so used. We 
can say that these educational efforts 
are ethical in content, conformist to 
custom, and financially supportive of 
the church and its ministry in a way 
that destroys the need for sacrificial 
giving. The latter the church must 
have if it is 
evangelistically. When Christ said, 
“where
will his heart be also.’’ He 
speaking about the church as well.

What about ourselves as mission
aries and 
ways to achieve primary goals? What 
about myself? I teach several English 
Bible classes each week using texts 
based
member both owning and using the 
Bible. I am also engaged in writing 
and distributing Christian literature 
believing that “the pen is migntier 
than the sword.” I love both to 
preach and to teach the Bible and 
I am doing so faithfully 
nights and 
times I wonder if I can call these 
activities direct 
gelism. I am sure I am speaking for 
many of my contemporaries as they 
consider their 
warning needs to be made. It is only 

step from many of 
activities done to serve the Japanese 
and to attract them to Christ to the 
next step which 
them for financial income until they 
become necessary for our livelihood 
in Japan. In other words, the secon
dary goal can become our professions 
and the primary goal our sideline. 
When that happens, the danger of 
losing our calling is very real indeed. 
May God help us!

As to the church’s future in Japan, 
I am as full of ideas, suggestions and 
solutions as the next man. But deep

Later Endo retells his novel, Chin- 
moku，’m the form of a play called, 
“Ogon no Kuni’’3 (The Golden Coun
try). This time it is Ferriera who is 
hearing the same ideas presented to 
him by the inquisitor, Inoue, who 
says, “When it comes right down to 
it, it wasn’t by me that you 
vanquished but by this mudswamp 
callai Japan. But the swamp, too, 
has its good qualities. If you will only 
give yourself over to it, you will 
eventually grow accustomed to the 
comfortable warmth of the swamp. 
The doctrine of Christ is like a flame. 
Like a flame it sets a man on fire. But 
the tepid warmth of Japan will 
eventually nurture gentle sleep.

This kind of writing has propelled 
Endo into a highly popular novelist 
because he has written about Christi
anity not only in a way that many 
non-Christians feel about their faith 
but also in a way that many Chris
tians in Japan perceive their faith to 
be - a sinking cause. My son, Walter 
Maxey, has analyzed Enao s **mud- 
swamp” idea at length.4 His 
elusion is that it would be wiser to 
assume that Endo has written auto
biographically of his own Christian 
pilgrimage rather than of the entire 
Christian witness in Japan. For my 
own part，I think it would be very 
unwise, very unscriptural and very 
ungodly to think that God has 
created in Japan a nation of people 
whose hearts are either so pliable that 
they can not retain the Gospel, or 
whose hearts are so hard that the

are nu-

were

to launch outever

man's treasure is，therea
was

pursuit of secondaryour

the Bible and with eachon
the future. In the Japanese idiom 
this would be, Isogeba 
you are in a hurry, take the long way 
around.

In my opinion very few churches, 
missionaries and Japanese ministers 
have spent a life-time walking in the 
footsteps of Paul in practicing, “but 

thing I do.” (Phil. 3:13) That is, 
they have not devoted themselves 
totally to the primary task of evan
gelism and church planting in Japan. 
I myself am one of those who has 
tried to find other ways to by-pass 
the cliff of direct evangelism in Japan 
rather than face the terror and possi
ble failure of attempting to go up the 
sheer face.

This is also true of the church in 
Japan. Since earliest times it has 
tried education and social causes as 
evangelistic thrusts. Educationally 
and socially they were outstanding 
successes; evangelistically they were 
not. In one way we who preach in 
Japan today 
these noble efforts have provided 
respect for the high ethical principles 
of Christianity in Japan. In another

-ifmaware

con-

weekon
Sundays, buton some-

one
or primary evan-

activities. Theown

goodoura

dynamite of the gospel can not crack 
them open. This stirring convention 
of Japanese Christians that we have 
just experienced, is proof enough that 
the Japanese

Any missionary who agrees with 
Endo that Japan is a “mudswamp” 
for the gospel can not leave the Japan 
field too soon. On the other hand, 
any missionary who believes as I 
always have and always will that the 
Japanese

can be to continue

such people.5are no

blessed becauseare

fully capable ofare re-
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in my own soul I know that there is 
no future for me as a missionary and Good News that God loved us and 
no future for the church in Japan sent His Son to 
either unless

metaphor, the time, the proclamation of the gospel 
in Japan has just begun. “In this 
short time, do 
Japan Christian?” That is our hope, 
of course, and the hope of those who 

praying for 
here. But God has other plans. 
Rather, “it has pleased God through 
the folly of what we preach to save 
those who believe.” (I Cor. 1:21) 
And, “To those who are being saved, 
it is the power of God’’

Let’s be about it! With God’s 
power fully applied, the future of the 
church in Japan is very bright indeed.

FOOTNOTES
'The first Protcstani missionary to Japan arrived 

at Nagasaki, May 2,1859

xSilence% Charles E. Tuttle Co, Tokyo, 1969. 
Translated by William Johnston, pp. 236-7.

'The Golden Country, Charles E. Tutllc Co, Tokyo, 
1970. Translated by Francis Matthcy, p.127.

4An Analysis of Endo Shusakus Mudswamp Thesis, 
Walter M Maxcy, April 1978. Unpublished thesis. 
University of Indiana, Bloomington.

529ih All Japan Christian Convention. Naha,

Using the same

us, know冬
together focus our nothing at all of the facts of history 

God-given talents and energies on and the obstacles of race, culture, 
tning - the ''in season, out of language and geography. God’s love

season” proclamation of the gospel enabled by His Holy Spirit and
as our primary task and the subse- demonstrated by a living, dying and
quent establishment of the church as resurrected Saviour refuses to be 
our second. If, and I emphasize the earthbound. In every age and in 

recapture that solitary every corner of the world it has con-
goal, then the church of the present founded its prophets of gloom by

break out of its settled-down facing the opposing winds and soar- 
mold and enter into the bright future ing aloft to victory. I believe the
for which we pray - a future within church in Japan is a “bumblebee”
society, within the church itself and poised to do the same, 
within the gospel. To change the metaphor, if I

to put words into the mouth of the 
nation of Japan which had to wait 
1,500 years the first time6 and 1，800 
years the second time to hear the 
gospel from latter day Pauls, I 
would have them say too, as King 
Agrippa said to Paul at the end of 
his impassioned defense, “In a short 
time you think to make 
Christian?” (Acts 26:28). My 
paraphrase of this would be, “Do 
you expect to convert me with such a 
short speech?”

As God writes in the sands of

think to makesave we
we

and sendingone are us us

if、 we can

can

were

Many Positive Signs

Within society there are plus fac
tors of change that open the possi
bility for an openness to the gospel 
that was not there before. Within the 
church we can move from a waiting 
church to 
taught church to a telling church 
and from a church largely serving 
itself to a church serving its commu
nity with the Good News. Within 
the gospel 
intellectual message to a Biblical, 
loving and personal gospel. We 
change from 
done ' attitude to a determination 
that by any means and all means we 
can win some.

Can this happen to the church in 
Japan as it looks to the future? Of 
course, but it must be the Lord's 
doing and
Lord must lead and 
willing to follow. We must have 
openness to His will, His wish, His 
word. His promise and His Spirit.

There is a sign in a General Motors 
plant that reads: "According to the 
theory of aerodynamics and as may 
be readily demonstrated through 
wind tunnel experiments, the bum
blebee is unable to fly. This is because 
the size, weight and shape of his body 
in relation to the total wingspread 
make flying impossible. But the 
bumblebee, being ignorant of these 
scientific truths, goes ahead and flies 
anyway - and makes a little honey 
every day.”

It would not take much of a his
torian to prove that the church in 
Japan is theoretically like the bum
blebee. Not only has it never flown, 
it will never fly. And ii it makes any 
honey it is only just enough to 
maintain itself, nothing more.

going church, from aa me a 
own

6Thc first missionary cfTori in Japan began with 
the arrival of the Jesuit, Frances Xavier, in Kagoshi
ma, August 15,1549. It ended 88 years later.

Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard 
Version
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幽 WORLD OUTREACH
PRESENTS -

doing. That is, the 
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3 NEW
COLORFUL
TRACTS
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1の子と'もになろ

FEATURING A MODERN APPROACH 
TO AN UNCHANGING GOSPEL 
MESSAGE FOR TODAY’S JAPAN ...

新しぃ人生の味

‘‘TASTE & SEE，，
¥5 each.
¥4 for orders of 1000 or more
“BUILDING YOUR IMAGE’，
¥7 each.
Y6 for orders of 1000 or more
“SNOOPY TRACT，’ for Children 
¥5 each.

FOR TRACTS 1 & 2 POSTAGE 
FREE FOR ORDERS OF 5000 
OR MORE.

2.

WORLD OUTREACH
ワールド•アウトリーチ

P.O. Box 18, Toyonaka 560 
Tel. 06-841-0504

3.

大阪府盟中郵ftiW私茁凼18り〒560
ORDER NOW!

JAPAN HARVEST/N0.3—1978



jAm分讎ST NEWSNEWS

JEA 10TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS

One of many invited attendants at 
JEA’s 10th Anniversary conference, 
I had no ofhcial part in the prepara
tions, nor in any of its member body 
executive councils. Hopefully my 
comments are sufficiently objective 
to avoid the peril of tooting one’s 
own horn. For me it was a quiet yet 
moving experience to join with hun
dreds of others, mostly pastors and 
laymen, in reviewing what God has 
done for us evangelicals in Japan 
these past ten years. The several key 
messages and the times of prayer and 
fellowshipall revealed a new maturity 
and hope of great blessing in the next 
few years.

Spiritual Unity
In obvious contrast to the dissen

sion that has wracked and weakened 
the United Church of Christ this past 
decade, evangelicals 
spiritual unity among themselves that 
is more important than the fact that 
the JEA isa very low key organization 
that has no controlling aspiration 
but wants to inspire its membership 
to greater effectiveness in sharing our 
faith in Jesus Christ, the Savior of 
the world. That this emphasis 
spiritual rather than organizational 
power has borne fruit is abundantly 
clear from the reports given.

The 10th Anniversary commemo
rative book mentioned above, The 
Evangelicals of Japan Stretch Their 
Wingsy is a unique contribution to 
every Christian's library. If you don’t 
have one, by all means get one at the 
modest price of ¥1,000. It's in 
relatively easy Japanese.

Sharing Time

can sense a

on

TOOLS THAT 

BUILD STRONG 

CHURCHES Stable Leadership
In his opening devotions, Pastor 

Nakaichi Ando, JEA's chairman, at 
78 years, displayed the vigor of 
much younger 
God's Word of Promise. In the 
simple bento banquet that followed, 
JEA's executive director, Akira Ha- 
tori, reviewed what God has done for 
us. while Ko BiHo, noted Columbia 
Records artist, sang to the glory of 
God. In the evening message, Pastor 
Reiji Oyama, JEA’s vice-chairman, 
speaking
a clear call for laithfulness to God’s 
Word, and faith that God will work 
for us even more dynamically as 
work together the next ten years. 
Already the elements of vision and 
vigor were obvious as we ended the 
first afternoon and evening.

As the sessions resumed the next 
morning at ten, we soon realized we 
were hearing through Pastor Akira 
Izuta’s message, clear evidence of 
viability in JEA. Quoting at times 
from his contribution to Habataku 
Nihon
history of evangelicals in Japan, 
1947-77)，he showed the vital role 
and stable development of JEA 
during the last ten years. Both the 
book and his message emphasized 
the concrete, encouraging growth 
of the evangelical community in 
Japan after World War II. Starting 

a small force of the Christian 
minority in Japan, Bible believing 
evangelicals have emerged as a strong 
and growing body.

a
he sharedman as
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In the afternoon of June 6th we 
were treated to a symposium of three 
reports, entitled “Laymen in Evange
lism and Church Structure”. Pastor
Takano of Kakogawa reported on 42 
years of ministry in a 70 year old 
church in a small community in 
Western Japan. Ably representing 
pre-war group in the JEF, his vigor 
and vision were an encouragement 
and challenge. Next, Pastor Ohyama 
of Osaka, representing a post-war 
group and the JPC, told of the 
pioneering work of a JEMA mis
sionary and how he built 
foundation in developing not only 

growing main church but 
branch group as well. Finally，Rollie 
Reasoner of FEGC reported on 3 
years of pioneer evangelism in the 
business district in front of Tachi- 
kawa station, west of Tokyo.

The closing evening message on 
the “Essence of Evangelism and 
Japanese Evangelization’’ was by 
veteran JEF leader. Rev. Takesaburo 
Uzaki. I came away most confident 
that the evangelical community in 
Japan is indeed stretching its wings 
and taking off into flight without 
taking its eyes off the key beacon of 
the Bible and its unchanging prin
ciples.

Our Warfare gave** ^on
a
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DONNEL McLEAN

His Example
Apart from His commands 

also have the challenge of His exam
ple when He walked here on earth. 
“And Jesus went about all the cities 
and villages...preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom....” (Matt. 9:35)

I notice the word, all, which seems 
to be what Matthew is emphasizing. 
Our Lord by-passed no town regard
less of how small or remote it might 
have been. The translation of this 
same verse in Japanese is also grip
ping: “ Iesus \va, subete no nmchi va 
niura o megutte... mi-kuni no fukuin 
o nobetsutaercireta.. Here the em
phasis is not only to every place but 
to every town and village. Nor was 
this an easy task, for Josephus esti
mates that in the time ofCnnst there 
were 204 villages and towns in the 
province of Galilee alone and He 
went to each one Himself. What 
precious example for 
even today!

The Lord’s Burden
How completely this dimension of 

outlook and operation reflects the 
burning burden of our Lord Himself. 
It was He who uttered as His final 
words to 
into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature ….And 
ye shall be witnesses unto Me both 
in Jerusalem …and unto the utter
most parts of the earth'' Neither His 
orders
have changed down through the 
centuries. It is His passionate desire 
that in total obedience we as missions, 
missionaries, and preachers of the 
Gospel make it our unrelenting goal 
to literally go to every community of 
the world ...and especially of the 
land in which we are called to labour. 
It is the Lord Himself who has put 
that vision, that every-community- 
reaching commitment into the hearts 
of such men as those of World 
Literature Crusade. He wants to 
share it with you and me, too. It is 
the vision of our Lord’s own heart 
and He shares it with those who are 
deeply sensitive to Him.

Allow God to think His thoughts 
through you;

Allow God to speak His plans 
through you;

Allow God to work His work 
through you!

“According to our estimates there 
still approximately 2,000,000 

communities in the world without a 
resident witness for Jesus Christ. Our 
goal is to see a nucleus of believers 
established in every one of these 
places!” This is the impact of the 
far-reaching vision that Jack Mac- 
Allister, Director of World Literature 
Crusade, shared with me as I re
member
October, 1976. His words flowed 
with an intensity, a passion and 
contagious excitement. Listening 
with rapt attention my heart was 
both gripped and thrilled as 1 caught 
the vastness of his vison and his total 
commitment to seeing it come to 
pass.

are we

His followers, k'Go yeus

visit in his office inour
His expectations of usnor

a

a
to followus

Paul’s Example
The example of the Apostle Paul 

bears forth that same commitment. 
Luke writes thus about his spreading 
of the gospel, **And the word of the 
Lord was published throughout all the 
regiony (Acts 13:49) “And this con
tinued by the space of two years, so 
that all they which dwelt in Asia (Asia
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Minor) heard the word of the Lord 
Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.’’ (Acts 
19:10) In his own words he wrote, 
“...from Jerusalem and round 
about Illyricum (north of Greece) 
I have fully preached the gospel of 
Christ•” (Rom. 15:19) Significantly 
Paul did not go only to the cities but 
such references vividly show that he 
and those with him evangelized 
thoroughly every place whether large 

small, urban or rural. Let us take 
the utmost care that we do the same.

the unevangelized in the 
villages, towns, yes, and the scattered 
buraku of the rural cities where 
approximately half of the rural cities’ 
populations live - unoccupied!

It was while there that the last three 
words of the Great Commision 
finally gripped our souls - “to every 
creature.” To every village! To every 
buraku! This is our task. We 
coni mi ted to it by Divine orders. So 
it was then that we gave ourselves to 
going to every community, every 
home, and, it was then, for the first 
time in my missionary career that I 
sensed no inner guilt complex with 
that haunting question, "Ami fully 
obeying the Great Commission?” In 
the past how often, after having been 
in a place and then having to transfer 
because of some apparent call of 
duty, my heart would be pained with 
that disturbing question that de
manded an answer, ‘‘Did you fully 
take the gospel to everyone in that 
community?” So often I knew 1 
hadn’t. But not so in Koochi Ken. 
We went to every place, every home

reached, yes, and churches establish
ed. Acts 1:8, our Lord’s specific 
instructions indicate that this is the 
right order of evangelism. “Ye shall 
be witnesses unto Me both in Jeru
salem. ..and unto the uttermost 
parts of the earth” First to Jerusalem, 
that is, the cities and population 
centers and then to the uttermost 
parts, namely, the towns and villages 
-every place.

However the little, yet very signfi- 
cant word ‘'both’’ leaps out at the 
reader. According to Webster's Dic
tionary, “both” is defined as “to
gether, equally, as well.” If so, the 
meaning in the context of Acts 1:8 
is vividly clear. We are to be witnesses 
together, that is, simultaneously in 
the urban and rural areas. They are 
all to be equally reached with the 
gospel.

numerous

are

or

A Modem Tragedy

But the tragedy of modern day 
missions is that we have gone to the 
cities, the population centers, with 
the gospel, but we have to a large 
measure stopped there and have not 
gone to the much 
and scattered lesser communities, 
towns and villages. Jesus did not 
fail here. He went to both.. .to all 
...and He expects us to, also.

Japan Challenge
The time has come when it 

imperative that we bring into sharp 
focus the lesser communities of Ja
pan. The challenge to every mission

more numerous
is

The challenge is not from man, but from our Lord Himself.

In our own field，Japan, we are 
forced to confess that as the followers 
of Jesus Christ we have so far failed 
to take the gospel “to every creature,” 
that is, to every village and town as 
well as every city. I have before 
pages that list those cities, towns and 
villages and as I gaze over those 
pages one fact seems almost to scream 
out at me - in most prefectures about 
90% of the towns under 14,000 
population have no church, no one 
in their midst proclaiming the mes
sage of salvation. Again, approxi
mately only one in three of this 
country’s larger towns ranging from 
15,000 to 30,000 have a Protestant 
church.

not once but again and again with 
the glorious message of salvation 
and followed up with evangelistic 
meetings in public halls.

It was while thus laboring in Shi
koku that God laid on our hearts the 
burden for Hokunku. Surveys point
ed to that area and Tohoku as Japan's 
two neediest districts. This year God 
has opened the door and with great 
joy we expect lo enter Hokuriku. The 
focus of our vision is ultimately to see 
that even the towns and villages are 
occupied by a living witness for our 
Lord.

This

operating in this land is to bring 
into your mission’s plans the occu
pation and total evangelization of 
every town, every village in the areas 
in which you labor and then to seek 
out others not being reached. We 
must set our standards high, just as 
World Literature Crusade has done. 
Only their commitment is to see this 
goal achieved in every forgotten 
village and town of the entire world! 
Fantastic! Dare we do less here in 
this land? Make it your goal to see in 
absolutely every community of Japan 
a resident witness established wheth- 

it be a full-fledged church 
simply home meetings. Don’t wait. 
Time is running out. “This gospel… 
shall be preached in all the world... 
and then shall the end come.”

The desire to make the Lord’s 
command a matter of action rather 
than
all-consuming passion of our hearts 
personally. It all began with the 
Lord’s leading of us to western Koo
chi Ken in Shikoku in 1965. There 
He brought into focus in our lives

me

only be fully 
plished as we ourselves and you bring 
and keep that objective in the fore
ground, and 
together as missions and national 
church organizations. The challenge 
is not from man，but from our Lord 
Himself. Let us each respond to that 
expectation and make it our goal, 
too: to take the Gospel “to every 
creature，’ that there may be a witness, 
a church in every town and village of 
Japan!

er can accom-or

work closelyas we

The Burning Question
The burning question is: why? 

Why have 
these smaller places? Certainly it 
has not been wrong to go first to the 
centers, for it is there that 
can be

words has become themere
failed to move intowe

masses
quicklyeasily,more more 羊
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from Japanese literature
This story was translated from the Naganuma Readers by Edith Bi/ss.

go out so far. The sand looked like ribs 
and seaweed was caught on the rocks. 
All ran to the beach to see what had 
happened.

Gohee-5^/7 also had never seen such 
a thing but as a child he had heard his 
grandparents metion such an event. He 
knew from tales of the ancients what 
was happening.

How could he get the priest to ring 
the temple bell to tell of the danger? 
To send a message would take time. 
But there was no time!

Turning to his grandson, he yelled, 
“Tada, hurry, fast. Bring a torch.”

The boy lit the torch and the man 
to the rice fields as fast as his old 

legs could carry him. The rice 
harvested and was tied in bundles to 
dry. He set fire to each one. Quickly it 
burned. The sea breeze spread the fire. 
The smoke soon rose to the sky.

The surprised boy asked, “What are 
you doing, Grandfather?” But there 
was no answer. No time to answer. 
The old man was thinking only of the 
lives of the four hundred villagers. The 
boy looked at the burning rice, and 
ran home crying. Grandfather is crazy, 
he thought. As the last stack of rice 
was lit, the temple bell began to ring.

People in 
drawn away from the beach and began 
climbing the mountain trail. The 
was going down and the tide was 
returning.

Soon up came the twenty young 
men of the fire brigade. “Don’t put 
out the fire yet,” the old man insisted. 
“Let all the people get here first.”

Mothers with babies, children, the 
weak and elderly, they came, young 
and old. It was the custom for all to 
help put out fires by carrying water. 
They looked at the man and the burnt 
rice. As the sun went down they all 
asked questions.

“Grandfather is crazy. He lit the 
fire on purpose, I saw him,” said Tada.

“It is true as he said. Have all

arrived?’’ the old man asked as they all 
looked around.

Long ago on the Japanese coast far 
away earthquakes and volcanic 
plosions caused great tidal waves. The 
story of Hamagushi Gohee tells what 
happened 
Meiji period.

He was an old man when his name 
became famous. He was an influential

ex
it has come.” He pointed to the

in andsea. The tidal wave 
washed away the village.

“Tidal wave，” they yelled. All the 
houses were washed into the sea. Five

came
coast before theon one

times the wave went out and 
back. Finally the scene returned to 
normal.

All were quiet. They just looked at 
the village site below. There 
trace of it. The fields were covered and 
not one house remained. Roofs were 
floating on the sea. They were dumb
founded.

“丁hat is why I lit the fire，’’ Gohee- 
san said quietly.

The richest man was now as poor as 
the poorest man in the village. All his 
wealth was gone, too. But with this 
sacrifice he saved the lives of four 
hundred. Tada apologized and all the 
people realized they had been saved 
from drowning and sudden destruc
tion.

came
person liked by all. fhey called him 
grandfather. He was a wealthy man in 
his village. Formally he was called a 

millionnaire. He gave was nosuperior
advice to the workers and mediated

or

their quarrels. In times of emergency 
need he lent money and he always 

knew the right time to sell rice.
From his straw-thatched roof he 

could see the harbor, for his house was 
built on a plateau. The hills were 
covered by the rice crop and three 
sides were surrounded by forest. The 
fields ran like steps to the temple 
nearby.

One autumn evening there was a 
festival in the village. Under the 
lanterns, were the youth of the village, 
dancing and celebrating the harvest.

Tada, the ten-year old grandson, 
stayed home with the grandfather. 
Everyone else was gone. It was a hot 
day with a breeze, but the air was 
heavy with the unseasonable tempera
ture. Would there be an earthquake? 
There was a small rumble and Gohee- 
san thought it was strange even though 
he had experienced many earthquakes. 
Perhaps it was just the result of a big 
quake far away. The house shook and 
then all was quiet.

The thoughtful man looked toward 
the village after the quake. Something 
strange was happening on the beach. 
He stood looking out toward the sea. 
It had turned black. There 
unusual movements and strong waves. 
The tide was going out.

The villagers also saw this. They 
didn’t seem to have felt the earth
quake but all watched the sea. It was 
the first time for them to see the tide

or

ran
was

All bowed and worshipped him. 
Gohee cried for two 
happiness and for this stroke of bad 
luck in his old age.

“My house is left. Some of you stay 
with me and the rest can sleep in the 
temple,” he said as he led the way to 
his house.

His sacrifice, they 
When the village 
brought him gifts and worshipped him. 
While he still lived in the house with 
his grandchildren, they built a temple 
in his name and prayed and sacrificed 
to him there. One hundred years later, 
the temple 
lage people go to worship.

stGrace be to you and peace from 
God the Father, and from our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Who gave himself for our 
sins, that he might deliver us from this 
present evil world, according to the 
will of God and our Father. ’’

forreasons:

like cattlerows were

sun
forgot, 

restored, they
never

was

and there the vil-reniains

were

Galatians 1:3-4.
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and threw the envelope away.
Three days later I got to thinking, 

•'Now, let’s see, what did I do with 
that two-dollar bill Mrs. Lee sent to 
me?”

Our minds are wonderful, aren’t 
they! Sometimes they can produce 
a fact we hadn't even been aware of 
feeding them, like a computer 
didn’t know we’d programmed. 
When I mentally retraced my actions 
of that day, I knew exactly what I 
had done. I had answered the letter 
and thrown away the envelope with 
the bill still inside it! That waste 
basket had been emptied into the 
street gomibako (trash box) twice 
since then and faithfully every morn
ing the collectors came around.

we

intact. She explained that a friend 
had found the wallet lying on the 
seat of a ferry boat. Since he couldn't 
read English and it was obviously an 
American’s wallet, he asked her toめ、Sf Jesus performed all those mira

cles in olden days, why don’t we see 
miracles today?” This question was 
posed by Miss Kimie Mori, 
attractive, faithful, but unbelieving 
member of my Tuesday night English 
Bible class. I explained that God’s 
power is the same today and miracles 
are still occurring, but she seemed 
unconvinced.

an

The following Monday as I 
preparing my Bible lesson, our son, 
Tim, who 
three weeks,

was

visiting Japan for 
home looking 

troubled and dejected. “I’ve lost my 
wallet and I don't have any idea 
where，’’ he explained. Although there 
wasn’t a great amount of money in 
it, there

was Two dollars may not seem like 
much, but suddently it became very 
important to me. I knelt and prayed, 
“Lord, I feel so dumb when I do 
something like that. Will You some
how turn this into an opportunity to 
glorify You?’’ Then I began to 
suggest to Him one possibility that 
might be good. Maybe a trash man 
would find it in emptying his truck 
and see the address and bring it back. 
This might become a meaningful 
contact. I was forgetting that 
Creator never lacks for ideas of His 
own.

send it to the owner. Miss Mori paid 
no attention to the names，but leafing 
through the photos she saw 
Alvin and me!

Of the 850,000 people in the city 
of Hiroshima the Lord had put the 
wallet in the hands of this doubting 
woman. “I’ve just experienced my 
first miracle!” she exclaimed 
excitedly.

Pray that she may open her heart 
to the Miracle Worker, Jesus Christ.

Janet Van Schooten

came
ofone

important papers, 
customs receipts, driver's license etc. 
He and our summer missionary had 
gone on a sight-seeing trip to Miyaji- 
ma. On the way home he suddenly 
realized his wallet was missing.

were

As we stood in the living room 
pondering the loss, 
gested we pray about it. Instinctively 
we all bowed our heads and com
mitted the matter to the Lord. Then 
Tim and Alvin, my husband, reported 
it to the police. They were kind, but 
not very encouraging. All day Tues
day we waited, but there 
news of the missing wallet.

Tuesday evening Alvin and I went 
to teach our classes at the Alliance 
Shalom Center as usual. As we pulled 
into the parking area we noticed that 
Miss Mori had arrived early and was 
waiting for us. *kDid your husband 
lose something?” she inquired.

“N0，but my son Tim did，” I 
replied. At that moment she drew 
a small package out of her handbag 
and handed it to me. To my amaze
ment it contained the lost wallet with 
the money and all important papers 
JAPAN MARVEST/NO.3-1978

our
someone sug-

I rose from that quick prayer and 
went out to the street. Sure enough. 
The box had been emptied as usual. 
There wasn't a thing in it. That is, 
except for one envelope.. .stuck to 
the bottom by chewing gum! Inside 
was the two-dollar bill!

As long as my address is still 
*'Earth*' I won’t know all of the rest 
of the story. But this I know: 
tired, discouraged missionary had 
sat down to study that morning but 
was rejuvenated by the practical 
reminder that 

God lives.

was a two-dollar bill, not 
large amount of money, but 
elderly widow in Wisconsin living on 
pension had sent it to 
birthday. That meant 
because I knew it was a love offering. 
Her act of worship came to involve 
me when she made me the recipient. 
So I wanted to be a good steward.

We were living in Kyushu at the 
time. The language teacher had just 
left and I was tired from having 
studied all morning.

Then the mail brought the birth
day card. Immediately I wrote 
letter to my friend to thank her, set 
the card up in a prominent place.

a
an

was no
for my 

lot to me.
me

a

one

He hears.
He cares.

And that was no mere two-dollar 
lesson.

a

Edna Johnson
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Equipping

LAYMEN
For the

K. LAVERN SNIDER JAPAN HARVEST Contributing Editor Laver” Snider was one of the 
featured speakers at the 1978 Hayama Seminar. This article reflects his 
concern for lay involvement in Chistian 
MIN 1STR Y is available in English and Japanese：

His book WHOSEservice.
part three

VII. The equipping task of the church
Only ministry which costs some

thing is acceptable to God and to 
His people. Equipping for ministry 
is a part of the cost. King David said, 
**1 will not offer burnt offerings to 
the Lord my God which cost 
nothing.’’（II Samuel 24:24). God 
showed His pleasure toward David 
by consuming with fire the sacrifice 
which had cost David something. 
(I Chron. 21:26) The degree of 
satisfaction that a Christian experi- 

effective ministry is

spring of 1977，nationals of seven 
countries, through their findings 
committee report at the close of the 
conference, expressed the urgent 
need for training programs which 
will equip Christians for effective 
Christian service. The training pro
grams which the committee called 
for were:

a) Training in theology - a theo
logy of the laity

b) Training for spiritual growth, 
especially for lay leaders and 
office holders

c) Training in Christian steward
ship

d) Training for evangelism - per
sonal evangelism, home vish 
tation, counseling for crusade 
evangelism, church planting 
projects

e) Training in leading Bible stu
dies and small group meetings

f) Training for church school 
teachers and offices

g) Training

Three essential training ingredients, 
Free Methodist Church held in the namely，the gaining of knowledge

spiritual growth and acquiring skills 
for ministry, were recognized by the 
conference. The neglect 
attention given to any one of these 
three elements will produce 
desirable training imbalance and 
consequent impaired ministry.

or over-

an un-

me

normal process2. h quipping
Equipping the people of God for 

further spiritual ministry is to be 
regarded as a normal process, stand
ing in a continuum with the regular 
life of the church, drawing from and 
sharing in the shaping of all the 
activities of the Christian communi-

(IS (l

inences
closely related to his investment in 
it which includes equipping for it. 
The congregation of which he is a 
member soon becomes aware of the

an

ty. In other words, equipping is not 
something “apart from” but is 
“part of’’ the full-flowing stream of 
church activity just as ministry itself 
is inherent to the life of the Christian 
community. For Isaiah and for all 
of God's people, worship, spiritual 
quickening, a call to ministry and 
directions for ministry 
entwined. (Isaiah 6). If the equipping 
process is to be regarded as a normal 
one, what are some implications for 
the life of the church?

JAPAN HARVEST/NO.3-1978

a
fact that training produces confident 
and effective workers.
1.tssential elements of training 

While the term “training” may 
sound condescending for some per
sons, it is an appropriate one because 
it connotes both work to be done and closelyare
the necessary knowledge and skills 
for doing the work. At the Asia 
Area Fellowship Conference of the

in music
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Exhortation from the pulpit to 
become involved in Christian minis
try must be followed by pulpit 
teaching which will lead God’s people 
step-by-step into ministry and gives 
continuous support to them while 
they minister. Pastors of healthy, 
growing congregations place a high 
value on their teaching-training roles. 
Pastor Horiuchi (Yao Evangelical 
Free Church) perceives his principal 
roles and their order of importance 
as follows:

1. Preaching - Bible-based, life- 
centered messages

2. Education of official board 
members

3. Education of all church lay
men

contacts that he will have. Now that 
he is

and other continuing needs
Christian he identifies sitate a continuous equipping of

closely with the family of God and God’s people. In addition to the
by so doing may sever ms contacts equipping elements of regular wor-
with former friends, consequently ship and Bible study activities of the
reducing his opportunities for wit- church the following continuing
nessing. In the discipling process equipping opportunities are possible
new converts should be instructed to for any congregation:

a) guided reading on an indivi
dual or group basis.

b) monthly worker’s conference 
for church officers.

ncces-
a new

preserve old relationships for the 
purpose of winning relatives and 
already established friends to Christ.

The church committee which se
lects and deploys personnel for min
istry will want to keep in close 
contact with candidates for baptism 
and church membership 
potential for the church’s ministries 
may be discovered early. Early dis
covery paves the way for early 
recruitment and deployment in 
ministry.
3. Equipping as a continuous process

Equipping is not a particular, 
limited process. It is a continuing 
process, continuing in the total life 
of the church and in the life of each 
Christian. What church does not 
need to improve its ministries? What 
Christian does not wish to improve 
his ministry through increased train
ing? The modern adult and contin-

c) annual specialized seminars/ 
retreats for each of the distinct 
ministries of the church (Japa
nese national holidays should 
be capitalized 
purpose).

d) personal supervision and 
sistance to be given by the 
immediate supervisor which 
encompasses: aims, needs，op
portunities, successes, failures, 
problems.

4. Equipping the equippers
Who are the equippers for minis

try? They are the professionals: the 
theological seminary professor and 
the pastor. Non-professionals, too,

what
they have learned (II Tim. 2:2). 
These equippers, whoever they are， 
need substantial equipping them
selves for their equipping roles.

No one questions the fact that the 
pastor is the principal equipper of 
the laymen for their ministry. How 
then is he to be equipped for his 
equipping ministry? Theological 
seminary educators 
to realize that too little provision 
has been made in seminary education 
for equipping the professional minis
ter and others for their equipping 
roles. Hopefully this weakness in 
theological seminary education will

thatso
for thison

as-

Pastor Komiyama (Kure Alliance 
Church) indicated that thoroughly 
teaching the nature and ministry of 
the church was his first responsibility 
and that the training of Christians 
for an effective ministry was next in 
order oi importance. Every Sunday 
morning from 8:00-9:30 over a 
six-month period, the Funabashi 
Immanuel Church provides instruc
tion in the following subjects: Bible, 
Christian doctrine, church history, 
ministry of the church school, teach- 

principles and methods, and 
music. Training for personal evange
lism and home visitation is provided 
during the regular mid-week prayer 
meeting as well as on Sunday after
noons.

Wanger contends that “the key 
function of the pastor …is not that 
he evangelize, but that he lead his 
people into discovering, developing 
and using their God-given spiritual 
gifts.”6

The equipping-for-ministry-pro- 
and the thrusting of the 

Christian into ministry are not to 
be delayed until after the believer 
is “tested and tried”. Rather, they 
are to be an integral part of the new 
believer’s discipling. Natural talents 
and gifts of the Spirit for ministry 
can be discovered early as well as 
at a later time in the believer’s walk. 
In fact, to delay the ministry of wit
nessing until the Christian is mature 
in the faith may mean the reduction 
of the number of “close association’’ 
JAPAN HARVEST/NO.3-1978

charged with passingare on

beginningare
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uing education movement is ample 
evidence that education for life - for 
personal enrichment, improvement 
for greater efficiency, and retraining 
for changing conditions must 
tinue throughout life. Also important 
to remember is the fact that every 
organization has its inflow of new 
personnel who need to be trained 
and inducted into the system. In- 
service enrichment as 
course should follow initial training 
and induction.

The development of one's personal 
devotional life, the continued ex
pansion of biblical and general 
knowledge of the Christian faith， 
knowledge and help for improving 
interpersonal relationships as well 
as increased skill in ministry - these

con-

cess
be overcome soon. The pastor need 
not despair, however, because of 
this lack in his formal training. 
There are some things he can do to 
compensate for this formal educa
tion deficiency.

Prayer, a diligent study of the 
Scriptures, and obedience to the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit 
not only primary requisites in the 
equipping of the pastor for ms 
commonly understood and accepted

matter ofa

are
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assist when help is needed. Auto
cratic control is never desirable. 
With minimal anxiety the wise pastor 
will play his role of continuing to 
equip (support) the equippers of 
others for ministry by moving in 
and out of situations with informa
tion, instruction, and encouragement 
when needed.
VIII. Some instruction considerations 

Meaningful instruction for minis
try should be closely related to 
discovered needs and resolute deci
sion to meet them. All instruction 
must begin with a thorough know
ledge of over-arching objectives, 
these having emerged from long 
range and intermediate goals, and 
a desire to meet needs. Throughout 
the instruction process, attention 
should be called repeatedly to these 
for they can be lost sight of. When 
this happens instruction may become 
an end in itself.

The pastor’s role in this 
situation could be a catalytic one. 
He could explore and make possible 
the equipping of an equipper for 
counseling ministry among, for 
ample, juvenile delinquents, 
might be the agent for providing the 
necessary equipping of someone in 
the congregation to develop and 
lead a pastoral care department.

How are Japanese 
reached for Christ? How can the 
usual imbalance between 
women in the church congregation 
be corrected? One way is to equip 
the equipper for a ministry to 
on a one-to-one or small 
basis. Jesus preached to multitudes. 
But through individual and group 
instruction he equipped those who 
were soon to be entrusted with the 
equipping of others. Some pastors 
and churches appear to be making 

breakthrough in achieving in
creased male 
balance between the 
sionary Sam Krause intends to make 
the present pioneering project in 
which he is involved strong through 
both male and female conversions 
rather than having the church evolve

“performance roles’’ but also for his 
less understood and certainly less 
practiced role as equipper of the 
saints for their ministry.

Two sobering facts are: the pastor 
is the model for the laymen's minis
try and ministry is 
than taught”. Where should the 
congregation find their model for 
effective，fervent praying? They 
should find it, first of all, in the 
pastor. And the pastor? He finds it 
in Jesus himself. The same can be 
said of the ministries of the church 
open to all- witnessing, evangelizing, 
helping the poor, the lonely and the 
frustrated.

Formal courses in administration 
(particularly church administration), 
in leadership, in the social sciences 
and in education, will increase the 
pastor’s ability as an equipper. The 
pastor who steadily paces himself 
through formal courses for increased 
efficiency in all his ministry, will 
never be sorry. If enrolling in formal 
courses is impossible, the desired 
objectives can be reached by less 
formal means - systematic reading 
through joining a book club, sub
scribing to professional/specialized 
magazines7, frequenting the public 
library, through experience and 
flection. A pastor can learn much 
from laymen. How great a loss it is 
for the pastor who shuts himself 
off from the storehouse of learning 
available to him through Christian 
laymen! This happens when a pastor

or sex.

a
ex-
heor
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1. Locale of instruction

The locale oi instruction will be 
decided according to the nature and 
availability of the instruction. As 
much as possible, instruction for 
particular ministry should take place 
close to the locale of the ministry, 
and better still, in the context of the 
ministry itself. The modern and 
growing theological education by 
extension movement underscores the 
necessity and value of observing the 
basic principle of keeping instruction 
for ministry local while providing 
instruction at other locations as 
necessary.
2. Job description

A detailed, written job description 
gives to those responsiりle for the 
instruction process and to those 
who will be deployed, knowledge of 
the kind, quality and intensity of 
instruction necessary for doing the 
job.
3.Individual or group instruction

Group instruction/training meth
ods useful lor equipping for ministry 
are: stafT conferences，workshops, 
laboratory schools, clinics, institutes, 
retreats, field trips and formal classes 
which meet regularly over a period 
oi time. Some advantages of group 
instruction are:

を—/j鸟-运
a

from a ladies’ group. Hopefully, 
he is meeting with success in reaching 
men who in turn will be able to 
reach other men for Christ.

During the first five years of 
pastoral ministry following theolo
gical seminary graduation, the North 
American pastor is most vulnurable 
to discouragement and to dropping 
out of the professional ministry. He 
needs help during this crucial period. 
I would hypothesize that lay leaders 
are most vulnerable to discourage
ment and to dropping out of effective 
leadership during the initial five 
months of leadership. If this should 
be true, then how important it is 
that during this initial five month 
period of shouldering leadership re
sponsibility laymen be given maxi
mum support by those already estab
lished in leadership positions, begin
ning with the pastor. The new leader 
needs to know that others have 
confidence in him, respect him, 
appreciate him and

perceives learning between him and 
laymen to be a one-way street, or 
learning from 
status” to be an act of condescension 
highly impalatable to him.

When a pastor or a church decides 
that a new ministry should begin 
or wants to improve a present 
ministry and knows that 
vith expertise is needed to train 
versons for that ministry, should 
he pastor rush to qualify? Possibly, 

but not necessarily. The pastor is 
not expected to be 
every ministry. Through reflection 
and candid decision the church 
should choose the right person with
out deferring to position, status, age

of an “inferiorone

someone

expert inan

ready toare
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d) Induction Training for min
istry is never complete without 
induction into ministry.

e) Evaluation - The quality and 
completeness of the instruc
tion can only be known 
following induction through 
objective/subjective evalua
tion means.

I close this paper with a bit of 
doggerel from the pen of General 
Douglas McArthur. “You 
young as your faith, as old as your 
doubt; as young as your confidence， 
as old as your fear; as young as your 
hope, as old as your despair.” Faith, 
confidence, hope. Doubt, fear, des
pair. With respect to ministry and 
the urgent, demanding task of equip
ping laymen for it，how young are 
you? Or, how old?

a) Specialists 
maximally.

b) Participants have opportunity 
to become involved through 
discussion, reports, etc.，and 
learn from one another.

be utilized In the end, the decision for indivi
dual or group instruction will be 
made in keeping with the goals to 
be achieved and the particular in
structional objectives to be reached 
along the way. In most 
instruction for Christian ministry, 

blend in varying proportions is 
desirable.8

can

ofcases
c) Instructional aids can be used 

group whereas often for 
individual instruction they are 
impossible or impractical, e.g.， 
audio-visual aids, role playing.

Individualized instruction/training 
also has certain advantages. Indivi
dualized instruction enables a per- 
son-to-person identification between 
instructor and student. Acceleration 
or deceleration

in a a

4. Progress in instruction
Progress in instruction ideally will 

through the following stages:
a) Motivation - Objectives for 

ministry and for training in 
order to accomplish them 
when they are clearly stated 
stimulate motivation; if 
clear，motivation sufTers.

b) Inspiration - Inspiration and 
challenge will come through 
the help of the Holy Spirit 
and through leaders. Worship, 
prayer, sharing and observa
tion of models of ministry 
will contribute to inspiration 
and consequently propel to
wards ministry and training 
for it.

c) Tuition - Tuition (instruction 
content) will include founda
tional, practical, relational and 
functional elements.

are as
move

take place 
cording to individual needs and 
abilities. In many cases specialized 

easily managed

ac-can
un-

traimng
through individual instruction. For 
example, actual induction into teach
ing a church school class，learning 
how to become the treasurer of a

is more

FOOTNOTES

church organization, taking the first 
steps in counseling a grief-stricken 
person can all be achieved 
readily through individual instruc
tion. Individual instruction may take 
place through reading, using tapes, re
gistering in correspondence courses, 
taking practicums, and participating 
in in-service experience.

6Wagncr. op. cit.% p 81.

more ’Church AJministranon magazine published by 
lhe Southern Baptist Convention is highly 
mended.

■For an extensive treatment of bolh group and 
individual instruction, Paul E. Loth, "Recruiting 
and Training Adult Leadership 
(Roy B. Zuch and Gene A. Gclz, Adult Education in 
the Church, chapter 13).
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Keep Your

WORKSHOP FOR WOMEN
Mrs. Vivian Bruck, associated with 

the Japan Evangelical Mission, has 
been widely used throughout North 
America in seminars featuring Verna 
Birkey’s audio-visual format 
“Enriched Living.” Mrs. Bruck is 
prepared to conduct similar work
shops and seminars during her one 
year stay in Japan. For further 
details contact her c/o Tokyo Chris
tian College.

POPULATION INCREASEInformed Japan's population totaled 
114,275,833 as of March 31,1978, up 
some 1.05 millionSEND 0.9 per cent 
from a year before, according to 
statistics provided by the Home 
Affairs Ministry. This indicates 
slowdown in the rate of increase over

or

j麵 

〇纖ST
on

a

previous years which in 1974 and 
1975 was 1.3 per cent, in 1976 was 
1.1 per cent and in 1977 was 1 per 
cent.TO

Tokyo continued its slight decline 
and stood at 11，369,000 while Chiba 
showed the sharpest population in
crease of 126,962 (2.9 per cent).

The number of households in 
Japan totaled 34,858,696. As for the 
per-household number of persons, 
Yamagata registered a high of 3.91 
persons while Tokyo 
bottom of the list with 2.66 persons. 
The national average stood at 3.28 
persons per household.

Churches-Supporter 
Fnendg^R elatives LONGEVITY

It is now official. The Health and 
Welfare Ministry reported on July 1， 
1978 that the Japanese can expect to 
live longer than any othe 
the world. Life expectanc 
has been extended to 72.69 years and 
for women to 77.95 years.

r peopl 
:y for i

e in 
men

at thewas
USA Subscr. $10

JOINT EFFORT

JAPAN MISSION and SHINSEI 
UNDO (New Life League) have 
joined hands to meet the printing 
needs of the Christian community at 
minimum cost. Orders can be placed 
through either the Tokyo or Osaka 
offices.

JEMA OFFICE
Effective immediately JEMA 

Office hours will be 9:30 A.M. to 
5:00 P.M. Monday through Friday, 
except Thursday when the office is 
closed and messages will be taken on 
a telephone recording device.

ORDER THESE BIBLICAL PUBLICATIONS FOR

CLASSES. CAMPS. AS WELL AS PERSONAL USE.

HOKE ACCEPTS NEW POST
Former JEMA President Dr. 

Donald Hoke has resigned the execu
tive directorship of the Billy Graham 
Center at Wheaton, Illinois, and 
accepted the pastorate of the Cedar 
Springs Presbyterian Church, Knox
ville, Tennessee. The Hokes reside at 
604 Villa Crest Drive, Knoxville, 
Tennessee 37919.

•THE BIBLE & MODERN SCIENCE
»と現代科学 3 0 0¥CREATIONISM 

C FLOOD GEOLOGY 40TH TITLE IN JAPANESE

RIVERS OF LIVING WATER 
has published Corrie Ten Boom’s 
Defeated Enemies in Japanese. This 
brings the titles of books published 
in Japanese to forty.

• REPENTANCE
悔い改め 4 0 0¥

•THE LAW OF GOD
4 0 0¥

HONDA IN EUROPE
Evangelist Koji Honda was widely 

used this spring throughout Europe 
in numerous rallys and evangelistic 
meetings. He also was special guest 
speaker of the Japan Evangelistic 
Band at their seventy-fifth anniver
sary meetings in Great Britain.

•GODS PLAN OF SALVATION
50¥W の ft いの®?t® 丨2 SYSTKMS COMPARED)

MODERN PARADOX
The modern high-rise publicapart- 

ment complex at Takashimadaira, 
Tokyo, has been plagued by 32 
suicides since 1972. To prevent the 
tragedy, steel grills and barbed-wire 
fences have been built on the roofs of 
the buildings at a total cost of ¥12 
million, but to no avail. In despera
tion, Shinto priests were called in on 
July 8，1978, to conduct rites “to 
arive an evil spirit from theapartment 
complex.”

THE SHORTER CATECHISM 10 0¥
BAPT1STIC ENGLISH ONLY [LATER, BILINCUALl

(•BILINGUAL)

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS UP TO 50%! POSTAGE I;KEE!
SEOUL CONVENTION

The Fifth Asian Baptist Women’s 
Convention was held at Seoul, Korea, 
May 2-6, 1978. Of the 250 delegates 
from fourteen countries, 70 
from Japan.

Scripture ?Erutf) publications
® «迎刊行

佐 町田2 — 4一 14 were
POST OFFICE FURIKAE: ^iPJ5321
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Cinderella with Amnesia^ a practical 
discussion of the relevance of the 
Church, by Michael Griffiths. Inter- 
Varsity Press, Leicester, England.

The church of today is pictured as 
Cinderella in the ashes with 

strange amnesia which causes her 
to fail to be a dynamic, caring com
munity. Presented here is a restate
ment of the Bible’s teaching about 
the church, the nature of worship, 
and the purpose of her mission.

Michael Griffiths is the General 
Director of the Overseas Missionary 
Fellowship and was a missionary 
in Asia.
Tools for Time Management, Chris
tian Perspectives 
orities, by Edward R. Dayton. Zon- 
dervaii. Grand Rapids, Michigan.

The Triumph of Pastor Son, by the first baptism of two young men,
Yong Choon Ahn with Phyllis the Lord’s Supper of roasted sweet
Thompson. Inter-Varsity Press, Lon- potato and sugar cane juice 
don.

was
joyfully celebrated.

A Korean lad from a Christian 
home witnessed for Christ during 
difficult days in the history of his 
country. It was a risky task and he 
was imprisoned by the Japanese and 
later by the Communists. His testi
mony was not just verbal. When his 
sons were killed, he showed to all 
the love of Christ by pleading for 
the forgiveness of the killer. Then 
he formally adopted the young 
into his family.
C. H. Spurgeon's Prayers, with 
introduction by Dinsdale T. Young. 
Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan.

a a
The Mind Changers, the Art of 
Christian Persuasion, by Emory Grif
fin. Tyndale House, Wheaton, Illino
is.

In the task of influencing people 
for Christ, this is a valuable source- 
book on how to be 
communicator. Using the example 
of candle-making, the author shows 
how to melt the resistance, mold the 
one making the change, and how to 
harden in the new beliefs to prevent 

return to old pathways.
Emory Griffin is associate pro

fessor of Speech Communication at 
Wheaton College.

effectivean

man

anManaging Prion a

Edward R. Dayton is director 
of MARC, the Mission Advanced 
Research and Communication 
Center. His box of tools for time 
management has been arranged al
phabetically, so that you 
out the tool you want to use. For 
example:
BOSSES

Trying to figure how to make 
success out of your boss is a great 
time saver. How do you make 
success out of your boss? Learn 
much about him as you can. Do 
things his way. Represent him fairly. 
Trust him completely!

Any time I stop trusting him, I 
should bow out of the relationship. 
And that is a fine way to stop wasting 
your time.

Perhaps you have read his sermons 
which were messages to the people 
of London around 1890. This volume The Power of Positive Sharing, by 

Virginia Whitman. Tyndale House, 
Wheaton, Illinois.

contains twenty-six of his public 
prayers and one of his sermons, “The 
Golden Key of Prayer.''

These prayers
pickcan

The author writes of how she has 
learned to share Christ with others. 
She has a home open to weekend 
guests in the Ozarks and 
writes of her visitors and travels, 
she gives a glimpse of the wildlife 
and vegetation there. Included 
her favorite recipes and there is one 
for persimmon pudding which you 
may like to try.

be read for 
their rich, devotional content or they 
can be used as a guide for the public 
and private prayers of the minister.

can

a sheas

Broken Snare, by Caroline Stickly. 
Overseas Missionary Fellowship, 
Newington Green, London.

a
as are

The tall naked Aplaki saw a 
bright light and heard his name 
called. Standing there beside the 
stream was a beautiful spirit-being 
and this was his message: someday 
strange people from another land 
are coming to your island. They will 
be good people and will bring good 
teaching. You are old and will die 
before they come but you must 
inform your people. Tell them to 
listen and to follow all that these 
teachers say.”

When the OMF tribal team of 
single girls entered the forest of 
Mindoro Island in the Philippines, 
they
ment of the ancient father’s vision. 
However, there 
hardship, living as the natives did, 
before the church was born. After

Girl Friday to Gladys Aylward. by 
Vera Cowie. Lakeland, London, 
England.

The Stones and the Scriptw.es、by 
Edwin Yamauchi. Inter-Varsity 
Press, London.

This sequel to “The Inn of the 
Sixth Happiness is the story of 
young secretary, Vera Cowie, who 
sets out to help Gladys Ay 1 ward 
organize her letters, funds and sche
dule. In the end she becomes 
missionary herself and is suddenly 
given the 
with ninety-six children. After two 
years of service she finds she can 
not completely leave the task and 
she takes one child home as her own 
daughter.

These books were reviewed by Edith 
Buss and
Christian bookstores.

a

If your interest is in biblical 
archaeology, this book will bring 
you up-to-date on the discoveries of 
the last ten years and of their bearing 

the interpretation of both the 
Old and New Testaments.

The author is associate professor 
of history at Miami University and 
took part in the excavations at 
Jerusalem in 1968.

a

of an orphan homecareon
recognized as the fulfill-were

months ofwere
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CZ>X3 Complete Vision Service

Eyes examined 
Glasses fitted 

Contact Lenses
YOUR

DRUGSTORE 

IN JAPAN

Keep Your 

Supporters 
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Tokyo Optical
COMPLETE LINE OF STATESIDE
Drugs and proprietaries, baby needs, 
cosmetics and toiletries, sundries.

SEND• U.S. Certified Vision Specialist

• Fluent English Spoken

• Serving Missionaries in Japan 
for the past 15 years,

• 10% Missionary Discount

• Kindly call for

etc

MISSIONARY DISCOUNT
We entitle all people engaged in mis
sionary work 10% discount on drug 
purchases an appointment

TOPOIICEL CENTEX 
3RD FLOOR

TOKYO OPTICAL
BOXBLOCSOME Churches- Supporter 

FnenJs~R elatirea
HAWKYU olot SONY BLDfi °lOCNTSU °| CROWN 〇 

(Two blocks from Sony Bldg., Ginza)

3rd Floor, Sone Building 
4-8, 6-Chome, Ginza, Chuo-Ku 
TOKYO t 104

Open: Mon — Sat.10： 30 am — 6:00 pm
Tokyo Store.'Nikkatsu Int.l Bldg. (271) 4034-5

TEL. (03)-571-7216 USA Subscr. $10



REACHING CHILDREN AT CHRISTMAS

iCHRISTMAS TRACTS ぎ

CHRISTMAS LESSONS

t<

1BIBLE STORY BOOKS

CHRISTMAS SONGS

:Imm• •參春#• • •參參# ^鲁參•春#CHRISTMAS PICTURES

ハ

PROGRAM PLANNING BOOKS
5
%

•••••••••••暑CHRISTMAS CARDS

CHRISTMAS BULLETINS

STORY BOOKS

Christmas catalog available in English

ilapan SuiiJay Scliool Unio
ii

Tel. (0424) 75-2633
Chome, Niiza Shi, Saitama Ken 3529-34 Ishigami 1



TOKYO

(03)292-7361 missions transport center
i 2—CH0ME, CH哪謂，

(Travel Agency License No. 432)


