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Strategically located, OSCC is the headquarters of 19 
Christian organizations.

BUT THIS IS ONLY PART OF THE PICTURE.

OSCC plays a vital role in reaching Japan’s student for Christ.

LANGUAGE MINISTRY: Fall Term

♦ENGLISH, GERMAN and FRENCH classes
.10:30—11:40 
3:00-4:10 
4:20-5:30 
6:00-7:10 
7:20-8:30

Morning Class ••… 
Afternoon Classes

i Evening Classes

♦BIBLE CLASSES 
ENGLISH Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Wednesday
Thursday
Monday
Tuesday

6:30-7:30
1:00-2:00
6:30-7:30
2:00-3:00
6:30-7:30
6:30-7:30
6:30-7:30
6:30-7:30

GERMAN
FRENCH
JAPANESE

(Bible Classes free of charge)are

FRIDAY NIGHT

Rev. Haga 
Rev. Mineno

Oct. 22
29

Rev. Goto 
Rev. Kishida 
Rev. Sekine 
Dr. Buss

Nov. 5
12
19
26

Rev. Sekine
Dr. Hatori - CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

Dec. 3
10

New nine-story building will be ready 
for occupancy by June, 1983 Come and bring a friend!
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C^n They See Wh^f Yoofte Telling Them About ?
THINK AUDIO-VISUAL!

USE FILMS!
OUR NEW NAME:

フ砂テJJ>
〒277千葉県柏市逆井1051G (0471) 74-0585

Andrew & Yoneko Tahara 1051 Sakasai, Kashiwa Shi, Chiba 277, JAPAN
(formerly INTERNATIONAL FILMS)

L

lb： If you value Bibles 

above Hamburgers...

m i •石

• • •，you’ll find CLC above McDonalds !
*New complete English Catalog available!English and Japanese departments at 

your service in our new enlarged location 
in the Ochanomizu Student Christian Center.

V
Write, phone or visit:-

0wisticm J^natwvz {^uisacU
2-1 Surugadai, Kanda, Chiyoda Ku, 
Tokyo101 Tel: 03-294-0776



Next time 

you9re in town 

treat yourself
toa good hamburger.

?麵美肩

Say, a Big _ac-a_ef。
And golden U.S.-style French fries.

oraRiet-Ofisn
With an eatin1 thick McDonald's shake.

Come home. Eat at McDonald^

故◊LIU
13As ❶f Sept_ 32S stores Mcoonam
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Editorial

From Kyoto- JCE HIGHLIGHTS

The 2nd JAPAN CONGRESS ON EVANGELISM (JCE), under JEA sponsorship, met at Kyoto 
from June 7 to June 10,1982. Rev. Nakaichi Ando served as Congress Chairman. God mightly moved 
among the 2,300 delegates who with zeal and dedication returned to their respective places ofa new
service.

The Congress theme “JAPAN FOR CHRIST” was unchanged from the 1974 congress, but the 
sub-title “The Last Days and World Evangelization.’’ based on Matthew 24:14, the Congress theme 
verse, pointed to the urgency of the hour and the significance of this congress.

An important departure from the 1974 congress
set aside for rallies for young people, women, Christian workers, and men of

the strong laymen representation. Onewas
Congress night
working age. These meetings stimulated delegates towards a greater dedication and commitment in 
the task of reaching JAPAN FOR CHRIST.

A highlight of each morning was the expository message by Dr. Philip Teng of Hong Kong. It was 
noted with some satisfaction that Dr. Teng was an Asian. His studies in the Book of Philippians were 
both practical and rich in spiritual insights. Dr. Teng’s personal experience as a missionary, pastor, 
Bible expositor and educator found expression in his comments and added a dimension of experience 
and authority. There was optimism in what Dr. Teng said but there was also a deep concern about the 
lateness of the hour and the multitude who has not yet been confronted with the claims of Christ. One 
could sense especially the deep burden for the billion people of China, a concern that struck a 
responsive chord with his audience. In reference to world evangelization Dr. Teng commented: “The 
Great Commission is meant for all Christians in all ages, in all places, including you and me. It is our 
responsibility.'' Dr. Teng further observed: "We have the authority of the Lord, the Lord of the 
universe, behind us. And then we have the power of the Holy Spirit in us.'' Dr. Teng noted that Japan 
has made great strides in exporting its technology and products to all parts of the world and he 
challenged his listeners also to carry the Good News of Salvation to all corners of the earth. It is 
significant that already 150 missionaries from Japan have answered the call of the Great Commission. 
It is anticipated that many more will follow.

The Kyoto Declaration addressed itself to this challenge when it declared: “We stand on the 
Christ’s witness as we proclaim the gospel. We rededicate ourselves to this 

challenge today, in the presence of God. We express our determination to pray for and cooperate in 
the advancement of the cause of our Lord and shall gladly make sacrifices as 
evangelization.” The Kyoto Declaration also stressed unity and cooperation in reaching Japan for 
Christ: “Unity is essential in evangelization. The gospel of reconciliation that we proclaim becomes 
powerful testimony when there is unity.'' The Kyoto Declaration also reconfirmed the inerrancy of 
the Bible, emphasized the centrality of the church in evangelization, expressed strong opposition to 
neo-universalism and reiterated the positive role of Christians in facing social or moral issues, 
including war by stating positively, “We herewith declare our renewed efforts towards peace.”

Keynote addresses were delivered

was

biblical faith and are

take part in worldwe

a

topics pertinent to the church in Japan such as: The Church 
and the Bible, The Church and Evangelism, The Church and Japan - The Church and the World. 
Seventy workshops fuurther explored these topics with each groups bringing back specific 
recommendations.

on

The tapes of the Congress proceedings have found wide acceptance and will serve to bring the 
congress to all parts of Japan. JCE highlights will be published in book form this fall.

Siegfried Buss
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JEMA
President's Page

6Kyoto Kara Chikyu no Kyoku made 

Front Kyoto to the Ends of the Earth
6

The JCE theme verse (Matthew 24 :14) clearly sets forth the purpose of the Kyoto Congress - 
evangelism. The seminars are also geared to this theme: The WORD (Seisho), the WORLD (Nihon 

Sekai). and WITNESS (Evangelism). A closing WARNING is given indicating a time limit
{ou ari. . .ga kinuisu).
to

THE WORD
So much of the news on TV, radio, and the newspapers, is bad. 1’he various local wars threaten 

to involve the major world powers in a conflict of nuclear destruction of our present civilization. 
The context of Matthew 24 indicates that in times like these there will be many false prophets who 
will deceive many with their message. We can be thankful for JEA which holds to the inerrancy 
of the Bible which is the GOOD NEWS that God through His Son Jesus has shown us His love 
and that the way to God is now open to all who will receive His message of forgiveness through 
Christ.

THE WORLD
There are many localized religions in the world but the l*Good News’，of the gospel can never 

be limited or localized, ood is one, mankind is one, our world is one, and the message of salvation 
is that there is one Saviour. God’s only Son Jesus Christ. The Protestant missionary efforts begun 
a little over a hundred years ago have not seen overwhelming results. Alter World War II several 
thousand evangelical missionaries came to help the small, struggling evangelical community. The 
church has grown but the results are still meager. The Congress will wrestle with this problem and 
seek for ways to improve the picture.

We become keenly aware of the fact that isolationism is almost impossible for a country like 
Japan which depends so much on world trade for its economic well-being. An encouraging fact is 
that many Japanese Christian missionaries have gone to other parts of the world. This indicates 

awareness of the fact that the challenge of getting the gospel out is also given to the Japanese 
Church.
an

THE WITNESS
Our theme verse uses two words to express this truth. Evangelism is both doing and being. The 

first word “nobetsutaeru” refers to the responsibility of the church to proclaim the “Good News’’ 
far and near to all people. This is the primary task of the church and it must not be sidetracked into 
using up its energies in political, social, or other worthy causes.

Witnessing (a k as hi suru) is a much more personal aspect. God has not asked angels but rather 
those of us who have experienced the power of the gospel in our own lives to ''show and tell，’ our 
neighbors of what God has done for us personally and what He can also do for them if they permit 
Him. The Congress on Evangelism will help us in this area too.

THE WARNING
God has determined the day and the hour when all evangelism must stop. We recall that during 

Noah’s days there was a time when Noah had to stop preaching, get in the ark and then God closed 
the door. Matthew 25 speaks of those who came late to the marriage and could not enter because 
the door was shut. We know not the day nor the hour when the last gospel sermon will have been 
preached and the last testimony given and God Himself will shut the door of salvation. We do 
believe, though, that there is an urgency and the end can happen any moment. May God use the 
Congress on Evangelism to encourage and equip us for this serious task - it is a "life” or "death” 
matter!

Harry Friesen
3JAPAN HARVEST / No. 2 & 31982



THE GREAT COMMISSION PHILIP TENG

Then the third time is found in
verse 10.

Then said Jesus unto them. Be not 
afraid; go tell my brethren that they 
go into Galilee, and there shall they 
see me.

This repetition surely indicates 
something. As 
indicates the supreme importance of 
the great
the Lord. By these repetitions, the 
Lord wanted to create expectancy in 
the minds and hearts of the disciples 
in regard to the great commission. 
So the disciples 
what, after all, the Lord was going 
to say. And when they went to the 
mount in Galilee, they discovered 
that the Lord spoke to them about 
the great

We should stress the things that 
the Lord stresses. We should esteem 
the things that the Lord Himself 
esteems. The great commission is the 
burden of the heart of the Lord. And 
therefore, it should be the burden of 
our hearts, too. None of us should 
belittle the matter which is the 
burden of the heart of the Lord. The 

should be the

On the second evening of the Japan Congress on Evangelism four rallies 
were held concurrently, using four large halls in different parts of Kyoto. 
Much blessing was reported by those who attended the Youth Rally, the 
Women’s Rally and the Christian Worker’s Rally. The editor joined 
’’Soonen Taikai” the Rally for Working men. The interpreted message 
given by Dr. Philip Teng spoke to the heart of the listeners. It w as the kind 
of message they seldom hear, the kind of challenge they rarely face up to. 
May the words of God's servant also speak to our readers.

matter of fact, ita

in the mind ofcommission

wonderingwere

commission.

great
supreme task of the church of Christ 
today. Today let us place the great 
commission in the first place of our 
priorities.

commission

Then the eleven disciples went 
away into Galilee, into a moun
tain where Jesus had appointed 
them.

Please note the word, “appointed.” 
This appointment had been made 
three times, once before the resur
rection of Christ, and twice after
ward. The first time is found in 
chapter 26, verse 32. The Lord says 
here.

Philip Teng
It is a joy for me to share the pre

cious Word of God with brothers in 
Christ. We pray that the Lord will 
be speaking to our hearts. We are 
concerned about the will of God for 
our churches, 
individual lives. So we want to con
tinually feed on the Word of God 
for our strength.

About two months ago I received 
a letter from the Planning Committee 
of this Congress inviting me to speak 
at this rally. And the subject given 
to me was to encourage Christian 

to get interested in the great 
commission and to fulfill their part 
in the great

So my subject tonight is “The 
Great Commission.” And for 
text will you please turn to Matthew 
28 :16-20. My first point tonight is:

/• The supreme importance of the 
great commission. Let us go back to 
our first verse again, verse 16.

We should stress the things that the 
Lord stresses. We should esteem the 
things that the Lord Himself esteems.

well as foras our

But after I am risen again, I will 
go before you into Galilee.

The second time was made by an 
angel. Chapter 28, verse 7:

And go quickly, and tell his 
disciples that he is risen from 
the dead; and, behold, he goeth 
before you into Galilee: there 
shall ye see rum:lo, I have told

2. The attitude that we should have 
toward the great commission. We 
find this in verse 17:

And when they saw him, they 
worshiped him.

The disciples showed their obedi- 
by worshiping the Lord. Wor

shiping the Lord 
acknowledge His lordship over them. 
In worshiping the Lord, they were 
saying to Him, “You are my Lord, 
I obey You. It is Yours to command, 
and mine to obey.” As they wor
shiped the Lord, He gave them His 

commission in the attitude of
Lord.

men ence
theymeans

commission. you.
Please note the words, “behold” 

and “lo”. These are emphatic words, 
calling for special attention. You 
disciples of Christ are to go to 
Galilee where the Lord has 
pointed you. Lo, I have told you; 
don’t forget it; don’t neglect it.

our

ap-
great
worship. “Yes, Lord. Yes,

4 No. 2 & 31982JAPAN HARVEST



cars. They could beat up the small 
policeman very easily. But all of 
them have to obey the direction of 
the small policeman, because he has 
authority in his hands.

We have the authority of the Lord, 
the Lord of the universe, behind us. 
And then we have the power of the 
Holy Spirit in us. The Holy Spirit is 
the spirit of Jesus. So the power of 
the Holy Spirit is the power of Jesus. 
We have authority behind us and 
power in us. And these two things 
put together create a sense of as
surance in us.

needs of others. We become thought
ful of the furtherance of the gospel. 
We want to give our lives for the 
salvation of souls around us, and we 
lift up our eyes and look unto the 
ends of the earth. Then our hearts 
begin to cry out to God. “May Thy 
will be done, may the great 
mission be fulfilled.” Then we forget 
our small selves, our hearts and our 
minds and our lives become enlarged 
and extended. That is the result of 
the fulfillment of the Holy Spirit in 
our lives.

If someone says he is filled with 
the Holy Spirit, yet is only concerned 
about himself, it is hard for us to 
believe his statement. If a church 
says it is filled by the Holy Spirit, 
yet it is concerned about its 
good, then we refuse to believe what 
it says about itself.

The great commission enlarges the 
church of God. That is the only way 
to enlarge it.

There

Thy will be done. Lord,
Thee absolute surrender and obedi
ence. Lord, we want to live for the 
fulfillment of Thy great 
sion.’’

we owe

commis-

There are Chinese pastors in some 
places who have put forth a number 
of arguments against applying mis
sions to the Chinese churches. Some 
of their arguments seem to be quite 
reasonable. But one word settles the 
whole question. That is the word, 
“obedience.” If it is the Lord’s 
commandment for us to fulfill the 
great commission, then it settles the 
question. There is nothing left over 
for us to argue about. The word of 
the Lord settles everything for His 
servant.
servant listens.” So there is only one 
possibility for us to take: to obey 
the great

When I understood this truth,

com-

The power of the Holy Spirit is 
precious to all of us. The Lord 

confidence in the disciples.
so
had
But He had all confidence in the Holy 
Spirit. So the Lord virtually forbade 
the disciples to start work without 
having received the power of the 
Holy Spirit. He asked them to wait 
until they were endued with power 
from on high.

no
Lord, speak, and Thy

own

commission.

everything became clear for me per
sonally. I said to myself in my heart, 
“From now on, my task is the great 
commission.” And ever since I have 
done

two other kinds ofare
power which I want to mention also. 
They are found in John 20 :19-21. 
This also concerns the Lord’s giving 
the great 
ciples.

best to rouse my own 
church to be engaged in missionary 
outreach. And 
when I see that they respond 
and more to the challenge of God.

always keep our attitude of 
obedience to our Lord.

my

We have the authority of the Lord, 
the Lord of the universe, behind 
And then we have the power of the 
Holy Spirit in us.

my heart rejoices 
more

to His dis-commissionus.
Then the same day at evening, 
being the first day of the week, 
when the doors were shut where 
the disciples were assembled for 
fear of the Jews, came Jesus and 
stood in the midst, and saith 
unto them. Peace be unto you. 
And when he had so said, he 
shewed unto them his hands 
and his side. Then 
disciples glad, when they saw 
the Lord. Then said Jesus to 
them again, Peace be unto you: 
cis mv Father hath sent me. even 
so send / you.

Let us

Then the Lord says in Acts 1:8, 
After the Holy Spirit is come 
upon you, you will have power 
and you will become my wit
nesses both in Jerusalem, and 
right to the ends of the earth.

The disciples were filled by the 
Holy Spirit and they flowed in power. 
The Holy Spirit filled them in order 
to flow out from them.

Again, the Lord says of the 
Holy Spirit in John 7 :38,
He that bclieveth on me, as the 
scripture hath said, out of his 
belly shall flow rivers of living 
water.

And these words referred to the 
fulness of the Holy Spirit in the lives 
of His disciples.

The direction of the Holy Spirit 
is always outward. In Rev. 5 :6 we 
find that the Holy Spirit is called the 
Spirit of Christ which was sent to 
the ends of the earth. The Holy 
Spirit is always moving out. It is 
never ingrown. Whenever 
filled with the Holy Spirit, we start 
to look out, away from ourselves. 
We begin to be concerned with the

There is 
tween authority and power-

important difference be-

thewere

3. Assurance for the fulfillment of 
the ^reat commission. It finds us in 
verse 18,

And Jesus came and spake unto 
them, saying, ‘‘All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in 
earth.”

All power is in the hand of the 
Lord, all power in heaven and on 
earth. This power in the hand of the 
Lord has two ideas in it, the idea of 
authority and the idea of power. 
Both are in the hand of the Lord.

There is an important difference 
between authority and power. May 
I use
stands at the crossroads to direct the 
traffic. He might be very small in 
stature, but all drivers have to obey 
him because he represents the 
thority of the government. There are 
powerful men who are drivers in the

The Lord said，“I am sent by the 
Father ... I am sent by the Father 
.• • I am sent by the Father.” And 
that was repeated 39 times.

Here we have the supreme example 
of our Lord Himself in mission. The 
Lord Himself was sent down by the 
Father to become a missionary into 
the world. Then the Lord said, “In 

way,1 send you out.，’ 
Whenever we think of the supreme 
example of the Lord in this matter，

illustration: A policemanan

we are
the sameau-
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in their task of evangelism, their 
hearts would be renewed again, con
strained by the love of Christ, they 
would take heart, move on, and

in all ages, in all places, including 
you and me, including the Japanese 
Christians, the Chinese Christians, 
and all the Christians in the third 
world. It is OUR responsibility.

5. The action of the great 
mission. The first word of verse 19, 
“Go.” “Go ye therefore.” The word 
“go” means action. The great com
mission is a commission of action. 
We are commissioned by the Lord 
to act in obedience and in dedication. 
We do not just consent mentally to 
the idea of missions. We are com
missioned by the Lord to go - for 
missions. When the Apostle Paul 
heard the Macedonian Call, he 
moved on, he crossed the channel, 
he went over to Europe in obedience. 
He acted upon the will of God.

That was the first step of world
wide evangelism. And that started 
the conquest of the European con
tinent for the gospeloi Christ.

Today we have to act. Churches of 
Japan, ACT! Chinese churches, 
ACT!

our hearts are constrained and en
couraged. Dear brothers, as servants 
of the Lord, our hearts desire to 
follow Him in His footsteps. The 
Lord cried out to His disciples, 
“Follow me. ..Follow me.” We are 
to walk on in the steps of the Lord 
Himself. The Lord Himself had a 
strong sense of mission in His heart. 
The word “sent 
Lord Himself in His own regard 39 
times, as we find in the Book of 
John. The Lord said, “I am sent by 
the Father. . . I am sent by the Father 
…I am sent by the Father.’’ And 
that was repeated 39 times. How 
strong a sense of mission we find in 
the heart of Jesus! And we pray that

of the

carry on again.
I will never forget the story of a 

group of pastors in Vietnam. It was 
shortly before the takeover of 
Vietnam by the communists. This 
group of Christian pastors went to 
Saigon from the tribal land. They 
walked for days in order to get to 
Saigon with the view of being trans
ported to the United States for 
safety. When they arrived in Saigon, 
they had a prayer meeting together. 
As they knelt before the Lord and 
prayed, their hearts were filled with 
the love of Christ. And then they 
stood up from their knees to make a 
totally different decision. They de
cided to go back to their own people, 
because they realized that they 
needed them. They walked for many 
days to get back to their own flocks. 
That is true dedication. I am sure

con卜

used by thewas

will have a. little 
sense of mission in our own hearts.

I remember coming down the 
slope of Mount Olives and coming 
to a small chapel where the Lord 
was supposed to have prayed over 
the City of Jerusalem. As I entered 
into that chapel,I looked out from 
the window at the City of Jerusalem. 
Suddenly I discovered myself unable 
to stand. I fell on my knees and tears 
came out of my eyes. There I could

morewe

their hearts were really moved by 
the love of Christ.

The authority of Christ, the power 
of the Holy Spirit, the power of the 
example of the Lord Himself, and 
the power of love. And these four 
kinds of power 
will be able to finish the task of the 

when

The secret of the presence of the Lord 
is evangelism.for And weare us.

The Great Commission is meant for 
all Christians in all ages, in all places, 
including you and 
responsibility.

ingreat
possession of these powers.

4. The recipients of the great com
mission. Vs.19. “Go ye therefore 
To whom does the word, ‘4you’’ 

the “ye”？ Some

commission we are

It is ourme.
deeply impressedMy heart 

and moved when I listened to the
was

American mis-testimony of 
sionary to the Chinese people. He 
said that when he was in his teens.

refer? Who 
people say the word “ye” referred 
to the disciples only. Obviously, this 
answer couldn’t be true. The dis-

anare

hardly pray. Silently I said to the 
Lord in my heart, “Lord, grant me a 
little more of Thy heart.” Lord, grant 
us a little more of Thy own heart.

“As the Father hath sent me, so 
send I you•” This is the power of 
good example, the power of the 
example of Jesus Christ Himself. 
And there is the power of good ex
amples around us in church history, 
the power of the glorious witnesses 
around us. They are always crying 
out to us, “Move on! Move on! 
Take heart!”

And there is the power of love. 
We find in these verses that when the 
Lord showed His hands and side to 
His disciples, and when they 
the marks of suffering there, in a new 
way they understood and 
bered the great suffering of the Lord 

the cross. And later on when 
they recalled that experience again

he used to attend missionary meet
ings. Gradually he became interested 
in missions. And then he began to 

But he never

ciples themselves could never have 
nmshed the job. They could 
preach the gospel to all nations.

never
forpray

prayed that God would send him as 
a missionary. One day he had 
dream. He dreamed that he lost his

missions.

a

small brother. So he started seeking 
for him. He went every place to seek 
for him. Suddenly he saw his small 
brother, and he ran to him. He held 
him in his arms tightly, and then he 
looked hard on him. To his great 
amazement, he discovered that it 
was not his brother. It was a Chinese 
boy. Then he awoke. The Lord was 
saying something to his heart. He 
understood that the Lord wanted 
him to take the Chinese people 
his beloved brothers. Finally, he 
acted; he became a missionary. We 
thank God for missionaries. We 
thank God for missionaries in every

VVe are commanded by the Word of 
the Lord both to baptize and to train. 
We have failed if wc baptize only and 
do not train.

Others say this word “you” refers 
to the first generation of Christians. 
Again, it was impossible for the first 
generation of Christians to complete 
this task. There is only one logical 
answer to this question. It is the only 
possible answer. The great 
mission is meant for all Christians

saw
as

remem-

com-on
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therefore, as they receive, they 
enjoying the presence of the Lord. 
As the Lord is powerful. He is 
faithful. He 
promise is fulfilled.

The missionary-minded churches 
the ones that enjoy to a large 

extent the presence of’the Lord more 
than other churches. The time we 
engage ourselves in evangelism is the 
time the Lord is with us. The secret

The word, “Amen” is in the 
original text. This is a great amen. 
I am sure when the writer wrote 
these words, his heart was filled with 
divine presence. And then this word 
just burst out from his soul, “Amen,” 
The Lord will be with us right to the 
end of all time. This refers to the 
second coming of Jesus Christ.

Immediately we are reminded of 
the precious verse in Matthew 24:14 
where the Lord says.

land. They have come with love. Wc 
must love them. They have loved us 

brothers and sisters. The heart 
of Christ is found in them.

And now it is our turn to become 
missionaries. It has become 
responsibility to send out 
sionaries. Missionaries who do act 
on obedience.

6. The content of the great 
mission. It is two-fold, or has two 
aspects: the confessional aspect, and 
the training aspect. The Lord says. 

Go, and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Baptizing, leading people to be
lieve in Jesus Christ, confessing their 
faith in Him. Then, the teaching 
aspect, verse 20,

Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have com
manded you.

Both of these aspects 
portant. We must not do the one at 
the expense of the other. We are not 
free to choose. There is the greatest 
wisdom in the Word of the Lord. 
And our wisdom lies in the fact that 
we seek out the wisdom in the Word 
of God. We do not regard ourselves 
as wise; our true wisdom lies in our 
desire to find out the wisdom in the 
Word of God. When we arc really 
desirous of wisdom, then we study, 
study, study the Word of God with 
all our hearts. We are commanded 
by the Word of the Lord both to 
baptize and to train. We have failed 
if we baptize only and do not train. 
Then we are disobedient servants of 
Ihc Lord. Full obedience is de
manded of us, and not half-hearted 
obedience. So true obedience in
volves knowledge of the mind of the 
Lord, of the Master. We study and 
(ind out the mind of the Lord, then 
act.
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of the presence of the Lord is 
evangelism. There are churches 
which only concerned about 
deeper life conferences. Deeper life 
conferences

are
And this gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached in all the 
world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end 
come.

good; they
only a pre-
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needed. But they 
paration for the real goal, which 
is evangelism. We 
to move on. Our spiritual lives are 
cultivated to take possession of more 
land. Sanctification is a means to
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These words looked absolutely 
impossible at the time they 
spoken. If I had been there listening 
to these words, my natural reaction 
would have been, “What big words! 
What an impossibility! No, this will 
never be done! Your gospel will be 
preached in all the world? You 
dreaming!” But, praise God! This 
dream has come true. These wonder
ful words have materialized. Today 

see with our own eyes that the 
gospel has been preached in the 
whole world.

But there arc still vacant places. 
The framework is done, but the 
content has to be filled again and 
again, more and more. And it is our 
task to fill the whole thing up, to 
have the numbers filled.

Jesus Christ Who said these words 
is the Lord of history. The whole 
course of history has been moving 
under the direction of the Lord of 
history. And it is a high privilege 
for all of us to have a part in this 
great commission.

May I conclude by saying - or by 
repeating - the great commission is 
the burden of the heart of God, and 
it should be the burden of our hearts.

were
end. It is a means for love. We 

are sanctified in order to do the will 
of God. We are cleansed in order to 
be filled. Let us take care that 
never stop at the mere negative 
aspect of our faith. We are emptied 
of all things that are unworthy of 
Christ: then 
the good things of Christ.

David Livingston had these verses 
his life motto, his life text: “Lo, 

I am with you always.” On his last 
birthday before his death in Africa, 
he wrote in his diary. “Jesus Christ, 
my Lord, my King, my Master, 
today again I dedicate my life to 
You.” Then, a short time later he 
was found dead on his knees: he 
was taken to be with the Lord while 
he was praying. He made 
portant contribution of missionary 
service in the great continent of 
Africa. He held to this good promise.

today also hold to this
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And tinally, the last sentence of 
the last verse.

Even unto the end of the world. 
Amen.

The church of God in many 
countries has been lame simply 
because of the lack of true obedience. 
And a great deal of the weaknesses 
of the Christian churches all over 
the world are accounted for by this 
lack.

7. The great promise from the lips 
of the Lord.

Lo, I am with you always.
Lo. receive the great commission. 

And then, Lo, I will be with you 
after you carry out the great com
mission.

More and more Japanese churches 
receiving this commission. Andare
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;4 StucUf
I. Evangelism and Missions through 

work.
The Apostle Paul went through a 

radical spiritual revolution when he 
met the risen Lord. A bomb was 
dropped into his life and his whole 
concept of life 
changed. He became the servant, or 
bond-slave of Jesus Christ, whose 
love had captivated him. This 
servanthood of Paul consists in three 
factors: the lordship of Christ over 
his life, his dedication to Christ and 
his service for Christ. This servant- 
hood is the basic position of the life 
of Paul, and it is from this position 
that Paul was engaged in the task of 
evangelism and mission. This basic 
standpoint is made perfectly clear 
right at the beginning of this Epistle- 
“Paul, servant of Christ.” (1:1)This 
should be the basic position of the 
lives of all of us here today. Let 
begin
affirmation of Christ’s lordship over 
our lives, a rededication of our lives 
to Him and a rekindling of a strong 
desire in 
word, let 
of servanthood in our life and 
ministry.

The Apostle Paul laboured for 
evangelism and missions. And from 
his experiences of work, he gives us a 
number of very important and 
valuable points in regard to evange
lism and missions.
I. Recognition of God’s past work 

as source of encouragemen t for the 
present.

Paul says in 1: 3，“1 thank God 
upon every remembrance of you.” 
Paul thanked God for the Philippian 
Christians because of God’s work of 
grace which had manifested itself in 
many ways in the church at Philippi. 
They had grown spiritually, they had 
demonstrated the exercise of their 
spiritual gifts, they had sent out their 
own missionaries, they had expressed 
a generosity of love for Paul, etc.

Then Paul says in 1:5，“I thank 
God for your fellowship in the 
Gospel from the first day until now.” 
Please note the words “the first day.’’ 
Evidently they refer to the time when 
Paul and Silas first arrived at the 
city of Philippi. On the day when they 
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PHILIP TENG
us, to serve Him. In one

consolidate this spiritusThe expository messages of Dr. Teng were looked forward to with much 
anticipation. Japanese Christians rarely are treated to this approach to the 
Bible and Kyoto offered the opportunity to hear one of the world's out
standing expositors. There was also ci sense of satisfaction that Dr. Teng 
is an Asian. His frank observations w ere based on years of experience as 
seminary president and a leader of the Christian and Missionary Alliance 
work in Hong Kong. Dr. Teng also from personal experience knows the 
joys and heartaches of a missionary. May this study in the Book of Philip- 
pians serve to encourage us to approach evangelism with new dedication 
and fervor.

It is a great privilege and honour 
for me to have fellowship with you 
and minister the Word of God at the 
second Japan Congress on Evange
lism here in Kyoto. I 
aware of my unworthiness for this 
great responsibility and I cast myself 
entirely
enabling grace of God. Your prayer 

during these days will be 
greatly valued and coveted. Together 
we look up to God for His presence 
and blessings with us throughout the 
Congress.

The book oi Philippians is a rich 
source for the understanding of 
evangelism and missions. For these 
three mornings we are going to take 
up a brief study of this book, trying 
our best, under the grace of God, to 
find out the inspiring message that 
the Apostle Paul has stored up for 
us in this Epistle.

My messages are divided into four 
major sections: Evangelism and mis
sions through work, through be
lieving and prayer, through giving, 
and through life.

deeplyam

the mercies and theon
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thanked God for the fellowship of 
the Philippian congregation in the 
spreading of the Gospel.(1:5)

The preaching of the Gospel, 
evangelism, is the responsibility of 
the whole congregation. Our motto 
today is: “The whole Gospel, for 
the whole man, proclaimed by the 
whole church to the whole world. 
The whole Gospel-not just any one 
part of the Gospel: for the whole 
man-not just for his emotional life 
or his intellectual life or his religious 
life but for his whole life: proclaimed 
by the whole church - not just by 
the clergy or the elders and deacons, 
or any one group of the congrega
tion. but by the whole church; to the 
whole world, not just to our country 
but to every person in every nation. 
This means total mobilization for 
the total task of the Gospel. Dis- 
cipleship training is the only key to 
this sacred program.

Christians were called disciples in 
the Apostolic churches as we find in 
the Book of Acts. The title “disciple” 
is used 40 times in Acts, “brethren” 
25 times, “saint” 4 times, “Christian” 
2 times and believer” only

The predominant use of the word 
“disciple” indicates that the early 
church under the leadership of the 
apostles laid special emphasis 
disciplcship. This is most significant 
for us today. Today is the time for a 
thorough and methodical imple
mentation of this truth in all our 
churches. This efTort itself will start 
a great revival.

3. Importance of good leadership 
in evangelism and missions.

Paul says in 3:17, “Brethren, be 
followers of me.” Paul’s failh, zeal 
and courage in evangelism 
first day” of the history of the Philip
pian church must have always

mained a great inspiration for the 
whole congregation. Again Paul says 
in 4:8-9, “Brethren, whatsoever 
things
are honest, whatsoever things 
just, whatsoever things arc pure, 
whatsoever things arc lovely, what
soever things are of good report, if 
there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things. 
Those things which ye have both 
learned and received and heard and 
seen in me, do!” The great example 
of Paul in Christian living and in 
evangelism was a tremendous mov
ing force for the Philippian church. 
An evangelistically-mindcd pastor 
always produces an evangelislically- 
minded congregation.

The first promotor of the Chinese 
foreign missionary 
Dr. R.A. Jaflfery. He pioneered 
simultaneously in both Kwangsi 
Province, South China and Vietnam. 
He was the first Protestant mission
ary to labour in Vietnam. He had a 
great missionary spirit which 
contagious. It was through his in
spiration and leadership that the 
first Chinese missionary society was 
organized which sent a number of 
Chinese
and Vietnam fifty-four years ago. 
He was the son of a rich proprietor 
of a large newspaper in Toronto, but 
he gave up his fortune in order to 
become a missionary. He suffered 
from a weak heart and diabetes from 
his youth, but he did three people's 
jobs - as editor of the Bible magazine 
in Chinese.
Alliance Bible Institute and as the 
chairman of the Alliance Mission in 
South China. He got up at about 
4 o'clock every morning, and started 
writing articles for ihc magazine

were thrown into prison due to per
secution, they prayed, sang hymns 
and praised God, indicating 
pression of faith and dedication! 
No wonder that 
happened under such power of raith 
and joy! God always responds to 
faith - this time with a miracle. I 
believe that two miracles happened 
on that '.first day' one physical and 
the other spiritual. The praying, 
singing and praising at mianight was 
as much a miracle as the earthquake. 
The New Testament records five 
earthquakes, each of which 
sign of victory in the carrying out of 
God’s plan. An earthquake took 
place at the death of Christ; at the 
resurrection of Christ; at the fullness 
of the Holy Spirit (Acts 4:31); at 
the first step of worldwide evange
lism when the Gospel reached 
Philippi, the first city of Europe 
through Paul and Silas (Acts 16 :25- 
26); and finally at the second coming 
of Christ. Today 
will grant 
great spirit of dedication in our task 
of making Christ known. And may 
God respond again with modern 
miracles unto His own giving.

When the earth quaked at Philippi. 
Paul took the opportunity to preach 
the Gospel to the prisoners and the 
jailor, which resulted in their con
version. And consequently a church 
was established in that city.

As Paul recalled this first page of 
the history of the Philippian church, 
his heart was filled with thanksgiving 
and encouragement, realizing that 
what God did in the past. He is 
able to do again at the present. 
And then Paul shouted a glorious 
conclusion in 1:6, ltI am confident 
that God who has begun a good 
work in you will complete it until 
the day of Jesus Christ.” Today let 
all of us shout in our hearts: "Christ 
is the author and finisher of our 
faith as well as of our task!”

The Christian and Missionary 
Alliance, with which I serve, started 
their work in Hong Kong thirty-live 
years ago in a garage, but now there 

forty Alliance churches in that 
city with a combined active member
ship of 6,000 baptized Christians.

2. Evangelism and missions as the 
task of the whole congregation.

The Apostle Paul exhorted the 
whole congregation of the church at 
Philippi to “be in one spirit with 
one mind, striving together for the 
faith of the Gospel.”（1:27) Paul also
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right after devotional time. In order 
to conserve his strength, he designed 
a special desk which could be pulled 
over his bed so that he could write 
while reclining in bed. Then after 
30 years of pioneering service, he 
obeyed God’s call and went to 
Indonesia to labour in Sulawesi. The 
work he started in Indonesia has 
grown to a baptized membership of 
140,000, the largest Alliance mis
sionary field. His great example has 
been a constant source of inspiration 
for many Chinese Christians today.

God has given many great leaders 
to the churches in Japan and we pray 
that God will continue to bless the 
Japanese churches by giving you 
more and 
mighty vessels in the hand of God. 
There is a well-known proverb in 
Chinese which says; Heroes are 
products of the times who, in turn, 
are makers of new eras. May God 
raise up many spiritual heroes in 
Japan who will create a more pros
perous church in this country.

We find in 1:16 that Paul was 
called and set apart by God for the 
furtherance of the Gospel. Only God 
can raise up labourers, 
reminded of the Lord’s own words: 
“Pray ye therefore, the Lord of the 
harvest, that He will send forth 
labourers into His harvest” (Matt.
9 :38) As we earnestly pray for a new 
generation of leaders as well as for 
the strengthening of the leaders 
today, including ourselves, God will 
do His part and raise up His effective 
instrument for His purposes and 
plans.

4. Faith in evangelism and mis
sions.

fastest growth in the whole world? 
It sounds absolutely impossible, but 
God has evidently done it! Yes, the 
Gospel is the power of God in all 
circumstances! Yes, Christ has built 
His church upon a rock and the 
power of hell shall not prevail 
against it! Yes, God is able!

5. Evangelism and missions in the 
light of the second coming oj Christ.

“The Day of Jesus Christ” is 
mentioned four times in this Epistle 
(1:6,10, 2:16, 3-20) referring to 
the second coming of the Lord which 
is the point of reference for all 
Christian living and work in the 
mind of Paul.

a) The second coming of the Lord 
is the day of consummation of all 
God’s plans even as Paul says in 1:6, 
God who has begun a good work in 
you will complete it until the day of 
Jesus Christ.” God is the God of 
completion. He does not stop half 
way. He is Alpha and Omega. He is 
the creator and finisher of all things. 
This constitutes a glorious assurance 
for all Christians. Nothing will be 
lost if it is done according to the 
will of God. “The world will pass 
away and the lust thereof, but he 
that does the will of God will abide 
forever.”（I John 2:17) This is 
exactly the message of the Book of 
Revelation: everything in history is 
seen in the light of the sovereignty 
of God who sits on the throne ot the 
universe. The word “throne” is used 
39 times in Revelation, which con
stitutes the central theme of the 
book. The throne of God is revealed 
over against and over above the 
throne of Rome in Revelation. The 
latter seemed to be challenging the 
former but the throne of God will 
remain the only throne forever in the 
universe as we find in Rev. 21:6.

The throne of God goes through

in evangelism.(1:28) All the people 
God those, without any 
exception, who have faith. We simply 
must pray for more faith if we want 
to be used more by God.

The situation of the Cnnstian

uses are

church in mainland China is 
tremendous stimulus for laith. 
Millions and millions of Christians 
all over the world have been praying 
for the church in China. I think it 
is accurate to say that China is the 
most prayed-for country in the whole 
world. What has God done in 
answer to this huge volume of prayer 
from His people? The authority of 
the three-self church, or the official 
churcn in China has announced that 
there
China, with 
of 2,000 people in each church. The 
figure of the total number of 
Christians goes up to 400,000 but it 
is a fact well known to all that there 
are far more Christians who meet in 
homes, the so-called household 
churches, all

article appeared in a popular, 
secular magazine in Hong Kong, 
written by a non-Christian writer 
which estimated that the number of 
Christians in China must be over 10 
million. The director of a Christian 
Research Center in Hong Kong has 
concluded recently that there 
over 30 million Christians in China. 
If we take the lower figure, that is, 
10 million, then the number of 
Christians has increased 10 times 
during the past 30 some years of 
Communist regime. And that is a 
growth rate faster than that of the 
churches in South Korea, which have 
enjoyed a growth rate of 116 percent 
during the / years between 1973 and 
1980. Is it believable to you that 
Cnina is the country where the 
Christian churches have had the

a

more leaders who are 200 churches open in 
average attendance
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Paul says in 1:5 that he was *‘con- 
fident” that God was able to carry 
out all His plans. Some times Paul 

the word tkpersuaded'' to de
scribe his faith in God. (II Tim. 1:12) 
This word means that his faith had 
been built up through the testimonies 
of his actual experiences. Paul’s 
attitude of faith is best summed up 
in one sentence which we find in 
4:13，“I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me.’’ This is 
a wonderful statement or declaration 
of trust in the all-sufficiency of 
Christ. And the life story of Paul 
was a marvelous testimony to the 
truth of this statement. Paul exhorts
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important lesson in this regard from 
the vision that God gave to the 
prophet Ezekiel as recorded in Ezek. 
47. We find in this vision that God 
gave to the prophet, that there is a 
river flowing out from the door of 
the Temple. It flows down the moun
tain and reaches the valley and 
waters the whole area. This river 
is the river of blessing and it is the 
point of contact between the House 
of God and the world. The House 
of God is built on top of a high 
mountain over above the world, but 
it is not irrelevant to the need of the 
world. It is the will of God that 
every house or church of God should 
have a river or channel of blessing 
flowing into the world bearing the 
love and truth and salvation of God 
for all people around it.

Missions is exactly this channel of 
blessing for every church to have. A 
church without some kind of mission 
is ingrown and self-centered and is 
removed from the will of God. God’s 
will for His church is that it should 
reach out with the Gospel and the 
love of God.

Wc find a very interesting contrast 
in Ezekiel’s vision. On the one hand, 
the House of God is circled by a high 
and thick wall which is symbolic of 
separation or sanctification. On the 
other hand, there is a river flowing 
out of the House of God reaching 
into the heart of the world. In one 
word, we find both separation and 
involvement in this vision. Separa
tion from worldliness and involve
ment in the need of the world. We 
must be strong on both ends before 
we can build up a strong church- 
strong on the doctrine of sanctifica
tion and strong 
evangelism and service.

is the day of glorious transformation. 
(3 :20-21) Our “vile body” will be 
transformed into the likeness of the 
Lord’s “glorious body.” We shall be 
changed into His image both in body 
and in spirit. His power will be 
completely manifested and we shall 
reign with Him. Paul says here that 
our life here and now is a prepara
tion for the glory that we are going 
to inherit in the future when the 
Lord comes back.

6. Congregations and their mis
sionaries are mutual partakers of 
God's grace.

The apostle Paul was. in a sense, 
missionary of the Philippian 

Church, because they supported him 
and prayed for him,
2:25，4:1516. Then Paul says to 
the Philippian church in 1:7, “Inas
much as both in my bonds and in the 
defense and confirmation of the 
Gospel, you all are partakers of my 
grace.” This verse teaches us a very 
important truth: The congregation 
and their missionaries 
receiving grace from God. The con
gregation has a share in the labour 
and fruits of their missionaries while 
the missionaries share the blessings 
of the congregation through interces
sion. and fellowship, and support. 
When the congregation grows spirit
ually, the missionaries will naturally 
grow with them. When the mission
aries are suffering from trials 
difficulties or persecution, the con
gregation shares the burden, and 
encouragement is passed on to the 
missionaries. This mutual sharing 
and participation is the secret of the 
success

Missions is a most important 
channel for the outlet of blessings 
from every church. Wc learn

three stages in the Book of Revela
tion: the hidden stage, the 
revealed stage and fully-revealed 
stage. The first stage is found in 1:4. 
The throne here was revealed to John 
in a vision, but it 
pletely to the eyes of the people of 
the Roman Empire which held the 
sway of the day. The second stage 
is found in 16:17 The throne here 
is seen in the temple of God by the 
people of God. In other words, the 
throne of God is revealed only to 
the people in the church who 
acknowledge the sovereignty and 
lordship of God. The third stage is 
recorded in 21:5-6, where the throne 
of God is completely manifested to 
all human beings as the center of the 
whole

You have noticed that the cry “it 
is done’，is found in the last two 
references. (16:17，21:5-6) You 
will immediately recall that the same 
cry was heard on the 
Calvary. It is a shout of the proc
lamation of the sovereignty of God 
which also goes through the 
three stages; the hidden, the semi- 
revealed and the fully-revealed. 
When Christ cried “It is done” 
the cross, nobody could understand 
the meaning of it. When it is shouted 
from the throne of the temple (Rev. 
16:17), only Christians can grasp 
its significance, but when it is finally 
proclaimed from the throne of the 
universe (21:16), the whole creation 
of God echoes “Amen”！

b) The second coming of the Lord 
is the Day of Judgment.(1:10) All 
our life and work will appear before 
the throne of Christ. The inner 
quality of our life and service will 
be revealed by the test of fire and 
we shall receive our verdict accord
ingly. That will be a most solemn 
time, the time of giving an account 
for all that we are or do before the 
throne of judgment. It will be a time 
of either joy or remorse.

We are also reminded by 2:15-16 
that it is not numbers or quantity 
that will count before Christ’s seat 
or judgment but true quality. It is 
one thing to bring people to believe 
in Christ, it is another to build up 
the quality of the lives of those whom 
we bring to believe in Christ so that 
they
life” in a world of darkness. Paul 
tells us in these two verses that he 
would have “laboured in 
quality were not produced.

c) The second coming of the Lord
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7. Assurance of the furtherance of mighty doings of God. It says in
the Gospel under all circumstances. Habakkuk 3 :4, that there are horns 

This precious point is made so in the right hand of God which are
clear by Paul in I :12-18. He says symbolic of power. Third, “the Lion
here, ‘‘The things that happened to of the tribe of Judah’，（5:5) which

have fallen out rather unto the speaks of victory over all
furtherance of the Gospel. My bonds John heard a shout pealing in the sky
in Christ are manifest in all the saying: “Weep not! Behold，the Hon
palace and in all other places.” of the tribe of Judah, the root of
Something marvelous had happened David, has won the victory!”（5 :4)
which was contrary to all human Fourth, the Lamb of God that was
reasoning, as Paul points out in slain with
1:14，“many of the brethren in the eyes on His head.”（5 :6) The seven
Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, horns indicate perfect power, and
are much

under all circumstances.
8. The spirit of sacrifice in evange

lism and missions.
One important factor in the secret 

of the power of Paul’s life and 
ministry is his spirit of dedication 
and sacrifice. We find a good 
ample of the demonstration of this 
spirit in 1:20-26. Paul says in 1:20, 
“Christ shall be magnified in my 
body whether it be by life or by 
death . By life or death, Paul was 
determined to magnify Christ. 
Liberty or bonds, he resolved to 
preach the Gospel. If it is life, then 
for him “to live is Christ.” If it is 
death, then for him “to die is gain.” 
(1:21) When he 
between life and death, he says in 
1:23, “to be with Christ is far better 
than living in this world.” But the 
criterion for his choice was not his 
personal gain or loss, but other 
people’s interest.(1:24-25)

Again he says in 1:29, ‘‘For unto 
you it is given on behalf of Christ, 
not only to believe in Him, but also 
to suffer for His sake, having the 
same conflict which you have seen 
in me, and now hear of me.” Paul 
was prepared to pay any price for 
Christ. He took that as an intrinsic 
part of his discipleship, and he 
passed his understanding based 
the will of God, to other Christians. 
He did not suffer for Christ grudg
ingly, but with rejoicing. He says in 
2:17 “If I be offered upon the 
sacrifice and service of your faith.
I rejoice with you all.” Then he goes 

to exhort the Philippian Chris
tians to rejoice with mm in the 
following verse, k‘For the same cause 
also do you joy and rejoice with me.” 
The most wonderful part of Paul’s 
spirit of dedication and sacrifice is 
that he rejoiced as he paid a real

me enemies.
ex-

horns and sevenseven

bold to speak the the seven eyes symbolize perfect
word without fear.” Logically, per- wisdom. In one word, the Holy Spirit
secution weakens faith, yet, under 
the work of the Holy Spirit, many Christ in carrying the Gospel to “all
Christians became strengthened and the earth”. The Holy Spirit is both
inspired by Paul’s sufferings for the the strategist and task force in
Lord、and they preached the Gospel evangelism and missions. He is the
with boldness. Yes, tnis is gloriously author and finisher of missions. I
true throughout all church history. used to wonder why the disciples

I remember hearing Dr. John Sung spoke with tongues at Pentecost. The
of China preach when I was 12 years coming of the Holy Spirit and speak-
old. I have forgotten all that he ing with tongues seem to be two
preached, but one thing I remember different things without any link
very clearly. He used a ball in his between them, but later I discovered
preaching as an illustration. The to my great joy and enlightenment,
harder he hit the ball on the floor. that the speaking with tongues was a
the higher it jumped up. In this way prophetic picture to indicate that the
he drove home the truth in the hearts Gospel was going to be sent to all
of the audience that the Church of parts of the world where different
Christ grew faster under persecution tongues were spoken, through the
and trial. The fast growth and the power and work of the Holy Spirit,
prayerfulness of the churches in Fifth, the golden vials (5:8) which
South Korea can be traced to the are symbolic of the power of prayer,

secution of Christians in North Believing prayers are a great weapon
rea. We can say the same thing in the hands of dedicated Christians

of the growth of the Christian in their spiritual warfare.
Church in Mainland China. Again, These five things - the authority 

thing has happened in and power of God, the conquering
Russia. I remember reading an article Christ, the Holy Spirit, perfect power
in The Washington Post written by a 
well-known Canadian journalist in 
1978. The writer spent three months
in Russia to study the situation of for the furtherance of the Gospel 
churches in that country and he 
came out with this report: There are 
30 to 60 million Christians in Russia!

more

the power and wisdom ofexercises
to choosecame

on

on
the same

and wisdom and the weapon of 
prayer in the hands of dedicated 
Christians are the absolute assurance

If we take the lower figure, it means 
that one sixth of the total population 
of Russia are Christians.

In my study of the book of Revela
tion, my heart is greatly encouraged 
by chapter 5, where we find 5 symbols 
of power which constitute a great 
source of encouragement and 
surance for Christians. Mrst, the 
throne of God (5:1)，which sym
bolizes God’s supreme authority in 
the whole universe. He is the Lord 
of history. He is the Lord of all 
destiny. Second, the right hand of 
God (5:1) which represents the

as-
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price for the Gospel. The word “joy” 
or “rejoice” appears 16 times in this 
Epistle which was written in a prison. 
The spirit and the situation of Paul 
forms a sharp contrast which reveals 
all the more clearly Paul’s spiritual 
depth and vitality.

The word “offer” in 2:17 is 
technical word referring to the final 
part in making a burnt sacrifice, in 
ancient times when wine was poured 
on the burning meat on the altar. In 
the Chinese Bible, the word “offer” 
is translated 
was willing to give his life for the 
completion of his offering to God.

I am inclined to think that when 
Paul used the words “pour out”，he 
was thinking of something which the 
Lord had done for him. It says of 
the Lord in Isaiah 53:12 that He 
poured out His life unto death 
the cross. In response to the out
pouring of love on the cross, Paul 
was willing to do the same thing for 
the Lord.

Christ not only poured out His 
life on the cross. His whole life was 
a continuous process of outpouring, 
He lived 
others. Paul indeed followed the 
footsteps of his Lord and master 
and lived the same kind of life. He 
used the same words again 
Tim. 4:6，at the end of his life 
journey.

Paul was willing to sacrifice every
thing for the sake of Christ， 
sidering all worldly gain as refuse in 
order to know and follow Christ. We 
all remember his famous words in 
3 :7-8, “What things were gain to 
me. those I counted loss for Christ. 
Yea, doubtless, and I count all things 
but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord 
for whom I have suffered the loss of 
all things and do count them but 
dung that I may win Christ.” Paul 
was willing to sacrifice for Christ 
because his concept of value 
revolutionized. He no longer took 
sacrifice as such because sacrifice had 
become gain for him. He took gain 
as loss and loss as gain. This is a part 
of Paul’s “madness” for the sake of 
God. (II Cor. 5:13) In the eyes of 
the ordinary 
balance. Balance is a popular word 
in many Christian circles today. It is 
good and important to be balanced 
in some things, but let us be careful 
and watchful lest Satan should lure 

away from the path of sacrifice 
in the name of balance. In the pursuit 
JAPAN HARVEST / No. 2 & 3- 1982

of balance, many Christian workers 
and lay leaders have chosen the 
easier way and become mediocre 
people, having lost the spirit of 
sacrifice.

In chapter 3 of this Epistle, 
find a very meaningful phrase which.
I think.
spiritual success: “This one thing I 
do (3:13) “this one thing’’ created a 
strong focus in Paul’s life and 
ministry through which the Holy 
Spirit exercised His power. When 
light shines through a magnifying 
glass, a focus is formed which can 
start a fire. It is the same with our 
spiritual life. Many Christians have 
no focus and as a result their whole 
life and ministry are blurred and 
they have no effectiveness. There is 
a sharp contrast between “this one 
thing” and the “all things” in 3:8. 
With his back to the many things in 
his former life, Paul pressed forward 
for “this 
Christian workers, we need a strong 
concentration today on evangelism 
and missions. The supreme task is 
making Christ known near and far. 
May there be a strong focus or con
centration on our own witness for 
Cnrist in the life and ministry of 
every one of us here.

9. Fellow labourers in the Gospel.
In this Epistle, the Apostle Paul 

mentions a number of his fellow

ously together for the furtherance 
of the Gospel! What a model for us 
today! There is a great need for the 
senior Christian leaders and the 
younger generation to work together 
in unity. There are many differences 
between them which sometimes 
cause difficulties. But a spirit of 
understanding, sympathy, apprecia
tion and respect will solve the pro
blems.

we

the secret of Paul’sa was

Then Paul speaks of Epaphroditus 
in 2:25, “1 send to you Epaphroditus, 
my brother, and companion in 
labour, and fellowsoldier, but your 
messenger and he that ministers to 
my wants.” and in 2:30, “For the 
work of Christ he

pour out”. Paulas

nigh unto 
death, not regarding his life to supply 
lack of service toward me.” This is

was

a marvelous picture of a servant of 
Christ! This is the highest praise for 
any messenger of the Gospel! What 
a spirit of total dedication! What 
great encouragement to Paul and 
what 
Christ!

Paul also mentions other fellow 
workers in 4:2-3, whom he calls 
his yokefellows. In these passages 

number of wonderful 
terms: Fellow-labourers, fellow- 
soldiers, yokefellows, plus a father 
and son team! All these people were 
out for the Gospel.

Disharmony came to the surface 
between some fellow workers wmch 
tended (4 :2) to weaken their service. 
So Paul tried to help them and asked 
others to help them. God has pre
pared many fellow workers so that 
they can encourage and help 
another. We find in the Book of Acts 
that a good part of the strength of 
the Early Church lay in their spirit 
of unity. The words “of one accord’’

on

a
thing”. Dear fellowone

comfort to the heart ofa

outpouring life foran
havewe a
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labourers. He speaks of Timothy in 
? - ?2 'kYou know the proof of 

with the
con-

Timothy, that, 
father, he has served with me in the

as a son

Gospel.” What a glorious pair in 
the task of evangelism and missions 
Paul and Timothy form! Father and 
son
and son - what a beautiful image of 
two generations working harmoni-

one

what a team of love! Father

was

man, Paul was off
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against the principle of the cross of 
Christ and lived for themselves. 
Their God was the god of their belly. 
(3:19)，or in modern terms, the god 
of materialism. Paul talked about 
these people against the background 
of the second coming of Christ. 
(3 :20-21) Today, let us check our 
way of living in the light of the 
second coming of Christ. Are 
living for the message of the 
of Christ? Are we living according 
to the principle of the cross of Christ? 
Are we soldiers of the cross? Is the 
cross really found in our lives? Are 
we followers or mockers of the cross? 
Are we after all also enemies of the 
cross by the way we live?

May this cry of Paul be heard by 
all Christians in every country and 
let us cry out with one voice and one 
heart, ‘‘We will mind the things 
which are Jesus Christ’s!”

appear six times in the Book of Acts.
10. Fellowship of suffering for the 

Gospel.
The Apostle Paul speaks of two 

kinds of fellowship of suffering for 
the Gospel:fellowship of suffering 
between Christians and Christ.

a) Fellowsnip of suffering between 
Christians.

Paul says in 4:14，according to 
the Chinese Bible，“It is a beautiful 
thing for you to suffer with me for 
the Gospel.” How can you say that 
suffering is something beautiful? But 
yes, when suffering is experienced 
for the sake of the Gospel, its whole 
significance is changed. It is a 
beautiful thing that Christ loved us 
and suffered for us on the cross, and 
it is also a beautiful thing for us to 
love Christ and suffer for Him as 
well as for the salvation of other 
people.

Paul says in 1:29 that it is the will 
of Christ that we should believe in 
Him and suffer for Him. Paul says 
the same thing in I Thessalonians 
3 :3. Paul says that we should not 
be surprised or affected by suffering 
for Christ, for 
God to go through these experiences. 
It is part of our faith. It was called a 
beautiful thing by the Lord when 
Mary broke the alabaster box and 

d the precious ointment 
It is also called a beautiful 

thing by the Lord when we go 
through the painful experiences in 
our life and ministry, for Christ 
today.

b) Fellowsnip of suffering with 
Christ.

Paul says in 3:10，“That I may 
know Him and the power of His 
resurrection and the fellowship of 
His sufferings, being made conform
able to His death.” Paul had a strong 
desire to be completely identified 
with Christ - in His death, in His 
suffering and in His resurrected life. 
Paul speaks of suffering with Christ 
in Col.1:24, “I now rejoice in my 
sufferings for you and fill up that 
which is behind of the afflictions of 
Christ in my flesh for His body’s 
sake, which is the church.” What 
Paul means here is that he suffers 
with Christ by suffering for the 
church which is one with Christ as 
His body. Today 
same fellowship of suffering with 
Christ by paying a real price for the 
good and growth of the church which 
is his body and joy.

11.Reward in evangelism and ?)iis-
sions.

Paul says in 4:1, “Therefore, my 
brethren dearly beloved and longed 
for, my jov and crown, do stand fast 
in the Lord, my dearly beloved.” 
The people whom Paul had brought 
to Christ his joy and 
glory and reward. We are reminded 
of a very precious verse in Daniel: 
“They that turn to righteousness 
shall shine as the stars for ever and

crown.were

we
cross

ever.” (Dan 12 : 32) This is an eternal 
reward in contrast to all worldly 
treasures which shall soon pass away. 
We are also reminded of the Lord’s 
own words: “You have not chosen 

but I have chosen you and 
ordained you. that you should go 
and bring forth fruit and that your 
fruit should remain.” (John 15:16)

This eternal reward constitutes a 
great joy for 
The word “joy” appears 16 times in 
this Epistle, This joy was brought 
about for Paul by his foresight of the 
future eternal reward which was in 
heaven.

i2. A cry for faithfulness in evange
lism and missions.

Paul sighed deeplv and cried out 
in great agony and disappointment 
in 2:2 “All seek their own, and not 
the things which are Jesus Christ’s!” 
This was a statement of the general 
condition of Christians in Paul’s day. 
Many Christians 
the great cause ot Christ. They made 
every effort to please and enjoy 
themselves, forgetful of the teachings 
and cause of Christ. With tears, Paul 
spoke of those who lived as enemies 
of the
Apparently, Paul 
about non-Christians who naturally 
were enemies of the cross, he 
referring to Christians, who instead 
of being bearers of the Gospel, lived

me

it did for Paul.us as

II. Evangelism and missions through 
believing prayer.

Paul was a man of prayer and 
the Philippian church was born of 
his prayer and praise which caused 

miracle that opened the doors of 
the prison working in the hearts of 
the jailor and prisoners. So the power 
of believing prayer was written on 
the first page of the history of the 
Philippian church.

Paul mentions prayer several times 
in this Epistle from which 
gather the following points:

1.Prayer and the conservation of 
the fruits of missions.

The Philippian church was estab
lished by Paul on his mission field. 
Paul realized that it was one thing 
to start a church but it was another 
to conserve it. So Paul kept praying 
for the conservation of the fruits of 
his missionary labours at Philippi. 
He prayed for the Christians at

are directed bywe a

on

apathetic towere we can

of Christ. (3:18) 
not talking

cross
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o’clock. One year prior to that, on 
New Year’s Eve, over 10 Christian 
leaders went up to a mountain for 
night prayer and came with layers 
of blankets around their bodies for 
the low temperature. They prayed 
for a church growth conference to be 
attended by 300,000 Christians who 
would listen and then reach three 
million new Christians in five years’ 
time. One more round like that, and 
the whole nation would be won for 
Christ. That was a very worthy goal 
for prayer. God heard their prayer 
and Explo ’73 materialized. At Explo 
’73, a great spirit of prayer prevailed. 
Great prayer meetings were held 
which culminated in 
prayer meeting on the third day of 
the conference which was attended 
by 600,000 Christians on the open 
airport in Seoul.I 
invited by the planning committee 
to speak to thousands of Korean 
pastors for four mornings. I remem
ber, when I arrived at the huge 
church
pastors’ meeting on the third day, I 
discovered that the place was half 
empty. Then a pastor told me that 
the absent pastors 
after
attended by 600,000 Christians. He 
added something which I shall never 
forget: “If 600,000 Korean Chris
tians have prayed like that, God is 
bound to do something great not 
only for Korea，but for the whole 
world!” God has indeed answered 
their prayer in a marvelous way - 
four million have been added to the 
number of Christians in South Korea 
in seven years. And the churches all 
over the world have been tremen
dously encouraged.

Philippi that they might reach the 
stage of spiritual maturity, because 
he knew that only then they could 
stand the test of time with all its 
trials. He mentions his continued 
prayer for them in 1:4.

Today it is comparatively easy for 
us to send a missionary and start a 
church on our mission field, but it 
takes real prayer on the part of the 
mother church and the missionary 
for the new church to stand firm 
and grow spiritually and numerically.

2. Prayer and the chain of mis
sionary outreach.

Paul speaks of the prayer concern 
on the part of the Philippian Chris
tians for Paul in 1:19. In this 
see a precious chain of missionary 
outreach through prayer. When the 
leaders of the church at Antioch

came a full-fledged church, standing 
on their own feet. The Thessalonian 
Church is another illustration of the 
same process.

3. Prayer and victory in adverse 
situations.

Paul was in bonds for the sake of 
the Gospel, but through the praying 
of the Philippian Christians he 
delivered from hurt and in addition, 
Christ
imprisonment in the Roman Palace. 
(1:19) Disadvantages had been 
turned into advantages, dangers had 
been transformed into opportunities. 
(1:13) 111 intentions had resulted in 
the furtherance of the Gospel.(1:15- 
18) Even as .‘all things work together 
for good to those who love God”， 

all things work together for the 
furtherance of the Gospel through 
believing prayer.

4. Prayer and the work of the Holy 
Spirit.

Paul says in 1:19，“1 know that 
this shall turn to my salvation 
through your prayer and the sup
plication of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ” Here, prayer and the work 
of the Holy Spirit are mentioned in 
the same sentence. Yes, these two 
things are so closely linked together 
that they are often thought of as one 
thing. This is amply demonstrated 
in the Book of Acts. This truth is 
also proved by the churches in South 
Korea. The number of Christians in 
that country grew from 3 million to 
7 million between 1973 and 1980. 
The major factor in the growth has 
been the work of the Holy Spirit 
through prayer. For 30 years many 
South Korean churches have prac
ticed holding early morning prayer 
meetings at four-thirty

was

magnified through hiswas

all nightwe an

so

prayed together with fasting, the 
Holy Spirit spoke to them, and they 
sent out Paul

at Explo,was

their missionary. 
And they prayed for Paul, and then 
Paul，their missionary, started a 
church at Philippi and prayed con
tinually, and then the Philippian 
Christians prayed for their mis- 

including Epaphroditus 
(2:25) whom they supported, rhis 

lorious chain!

as

Yoido Island for theon

sionanes
sleeping 

all night prayer meeting
were
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this chain:

is
find these precious things in

a) Prayer started 
noted above, the missionary pro
gram of the Antioch Church started 
through the prayer of the leaders of 
the church. This is a truth that has 
been proved time and time again 
throughout church history.

1 he general secretary of the largest 
Swedish missionary society has told 
me a wonderful fact. They have 
about 500 missionaries raised by 
God from the home prayer groups. 
What a testimony!

b) Prayer raised support for mis
sions. As the Philippian Christians 
caught on the spirit of prayer from 
Paul and prayed for Paul, they began 
to support him financially (4:15-16) 
Yes，facts have proved beyond all 
doubt that people praying for mis
sions are always people giving for 
missions.

c) Prayer produced spiritual ma
turity. As Paul prayed for the 
Philippian church, they gradually 
grew in grace，beginning to pray 
themselves, sending out their 
missionaries, raising up their 
Christian workers and giving 
liberally for missions.(1:19，2:25, 
4:1-5, 4:15-16) Finally they be-

Asmissions.

fiveor
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(4:16) The Philippian Church con
tinued to support Paul in his mis
sionary labour at different places 
unto the very time of his writing this 
letter. This is a good example of 
holy perseverance in good work. It 
is only too easy for us to start some
thing and then soon forget about it. 
People like to flock together for 
something new, but the interest is 
only transitory. Real 
true burden are proved by sustained 
effort. Is the new zeal for missions 
in the Oriental churches born of a 
real sense of responsibility and as a 
genuine response to the Great 
Commission? Or is it only one of the 
passing fashions of the day?

3. The cycles and dialectics of 
blessings.

‘‘1 desire fruit that may abound to 
your account.” (4:17) Giving creates 
a precious cycle: the giver turns into 
the receiver. Yes, “it is more blessed 
to give than to receive.” The gift 
that the Philippian Christians gave 
to Paul was turned into their own 
account in the spiritual bank by God. 
But this is not all. Giving does not 
merely create a blessed cycle, but it 
also has its own dialectics. There is 

important difference between 
cycle and a dialectic movement. A 
cycle continues to move or circulate 
in the same place and 
level, but a dialectic movement 
creates its “synthesis 
plain with added factors and fea
tures. It
higher and higher. New develop
ments and growth are born. As the 
Philippian Christians gave and Paul 
received and as the gift was trans
ferred to the givers, 
happened - more and more souls 
became saved, more and more lives 
transformed, and more and 
churches established and then all

andconcern
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fruits would start theirthese
own cycles and dialectics. This is 
spiritual multiplication!

4. Giving pleases God.
“The tmngs which were sent from 

you, an odor of a sweet smell, 
sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to 
God. (4:18) This is 
description of giving in the sight of 
God. Of a fragrant offering on the 
altar of love, greatly appreciated by 
God, the giver of all good things to 
his children.

new

a

beautifula

5. Giving and the glory of God
“Unto God and our Father be

glory forever and ever.” （4:20) 
Giving brings glory to God 
because it reflects the nature of God 
who desires to extend His 
blessedness to His children through 
the creation of the universe which 
reveals that He is the giver of every
thing that is good and beautiful. 
What glorifies God more than when 
man, the receiver of all good things 
from God, has become a giver after 
the image of the Great uiver?

6. Giving and eternal reward.
The “account” in 4:17, is

iniscent of the account in Heb. 
13:17, which refers to judgment 
the Day of Jesus Christ. We shall be 
able to give a good account if our 
account is filled with gifts for Christ 
and His Gospel.

own
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May God strengthen the prayer 
life of the churches in Japan and 
give you a new visitation of the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

5. Prayer and spiritual supplica
tion.

Paul says in 4 :6-7, “In everything 
by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God and the 
peace of God which passes all under
standing shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Jesus Christ.” This 
is a most precious promise. One 
prayer will bring peace of heart and 
mind. Peace 
science. Peace means a good relation
ship with God and with our fellow 
men. Peace means inward strength. 
Peace means the deepest kind of joy 
and satisfaction. God supplies all 
this through our prayer and supplica
tion and thanksgiving.

clear con-means a

III. Evangelism and missions through 
giving.

We find a beautiful and precious 
passage about giving in this Epistle. 
In 4 :10-20, we learn many valuable 
things.

Sensitivity to needs.
The Philippian Christians, among 

all churches established by Paul, 
were the first to discover Paul’s need
and supplied for it. (4:15) This 
speaks of their spiritual sensitivity 
for others’ need through love. How 
often we are insensitive to the needs
of other people, especially their 
spiritual

id with ourselves.
Under the grace of God, I have 

learned a lesson regarding this truth. 
I have pastored one church for 25 
years. Ever since, I came to under
stand this truth about 20 years ago. 
I began to teach it to my congrega
tion. Thanks to God it has been the 
custom of my church to use two 
thirds of all our income for the need 
of the Lord’s work outside our 
church and in doing so God has 
given us greater blessings. Giving for 
my own church has always been on 
the increase. We have never lacked 
anything for ourselves.

Evangelism and missions are al
ways expressions of sensitivity for 
the need of other people and God 
always blesses us as we engage our
selves in it.

need, because we are so

2. Perseverence in giving for 
evangelism and missions.

“Even in Thessalonica you sent 
once and again unto my necessity.”
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4. Life filled with fruits of right
eousness.

“Being filled with the fruits of 
righteousness, which are by Jesus 
Christ unto the glory and praise of 
God.”（1:11)

The fruits of righteousness have a 
connection with our relationship 
with our fellow people, both in the 
church and in society. This brings us 
to the third part of our theme for 
this congress - the Church and the 
World. Christians should bear the 
fruits of righteousness in their per
sonal lives, as well as in their social 
lives. Those two aspects of our lives 
should not be separated but unified. 
Our social life is the outreach of our 
personal life. Our social image and 
influence have a great deal to do 
with evangelism and missions. If 
Christians are concerned about this 
and become creative in social right
eousness, many people will be drawn 
to Christ.

5. Life growing in Love.
This I pray that your love may

abound yet more and more in knowl
edge and in all judgment that you 
may prove things that are excellent, 
that you may be sincere and without 
offense till the day of Christ.” 
(1:9-10)

Paul speaks of his great concern 
for Christians which constitutes the 
major subject of his continued 
prayer. That is, the growth of their 
love. He mentions three spheres of 
growth in love, in knowledge, in 
judgment and in actual life. These 
three categories cover the whole 
realm of human actions, the intel
lectual, the volitional and the 
practical. We grow in our under
standing of love, we grow in our 
volitional power to choose to love

even forgotten by so many Chris
tians.

3. Life identified with Christ.
“For me to live is Christ and to 

die is gain.”（1:21) Paul desired that 
his life be completely identified 
with that of Christ. The best exposi
tion of this precious verse is Gal. 
2:20. “I am crucified with Christ, 
nevertheless I live, yet not 1 but 
Christ lives in me.” Not I, but Christ. 
The self is to be negated and Christ 
is affirmed. Paul goes on to say in 
the same verse, “And the life which 
I now live in the flesh, I live by the 
faith of the son of God who loved 
me and gave Himself for me.” Paul 
points out here that the two 
factors in his new life in Christ are 
faith and love.

In chapter 3. Paul further specifies 
his desire to be completely identified 
with Christ in his death, in his 
suffering, and in his resurrection. 
(3:10-11) There is a point here 
which is worthy of our special note. 
Paul says in 3:11, “If by any means 
I might attain unto the resurrection 
of the dead，” these words indicate a 
certain sense of uncertainty. Why? 
Was not Paul convinced of the 
doctrine of the resurrection of the 
dead? There are a number of expla
nations on this apparent difficulty, 
but I am inclined to think that Paul 
was not thinking of the general 
resurrection of the dead at the end 
of the age of which he had not the 
slightest sign of trouble, but he was 
thinking of a specific resurrection for 
himself shortly after his death as a 
part of his complete identification 
with Christ. He hoped that it might 
happen if it pleased God to do so, 
as a specific grace for 
perfectly united with Christ.

IV. Evangelism and missions through 
life.

The message of the Gospel is two
fold, the salvation of souls and the 
transformation which is the result 
of salvation. When people see lives 
changed by the Gospel, they 
moved and many 
listen and receive. So evangelism and 
mission through life is actually in
dispensable. When changed lives are 
absent, the Gospel degenerates into 
a teaching.

Paul paid much attention 
witness through life in this Epistle. 
We found at least the following

are
prepared toare
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important points.
1.Life consistent w ith the Gospel. 
Paul says in 1:27, “Only let your

it be-

main

conversation (or lives) be 
comes the Gospel of Christ”. The 
Gospel has its own principles of life 
and is not merely a set of beliefs but 
must be observed by those who 
accept the Oospel. True 
the ministry of the Gospel lies in the 
production of Christians who live 
according to the truth of the Gospel. 
Paul had a fear in his heart as he

as

success in

says in 2:15. “Holding forth the 
Word of life that I may rejoice in 
the Day of Christ, that I have not 
run in vain, neither laboured in 
vain.” Paul felt that all his labour 
for the oospel would be a failure 
and have no real value before Christ 
ii it had not produced people who 
held forth 
Life. Lives consistent with the 
Gospel have been one of the major 
forces in evangelism and missions.

2. Life that magnifies Christ.
"Christ shall be magnified in 

Whether it be by life or by death.” 
(I : 20) This is Paul’s firm determina
tion. What is meant by the word 
“magnified”？

a) It means that Christ was 
honored by Paul in life. Paul placed 
Christ in the first place in his life. 
He was Lord. He had ^pre
eminence'' in everything that Paul 
did.

lived, the Word ofor

me.

who wasone

b) It means that Christ was mani
fested as great and powerful through 
the life of Paul. Paul was anxious 
that he would be a channel for the 
power of Christ. He was the great 
giver and master.

c) It means that Christ 
glorified in the life of Paul. The 
beauties of Christ were seen in Paul’s 
life and ministry. The opposite of 
“magnified” is belittled. How often 
Christ is belittled and neglected and

was
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passively active and actively passive. 
It is most important for us to strike 
the right balance - not trying to do 
God’s part, nor neglecting to do our 
part.

8. Life that holds forth the Word 
of Life as children of light.

‘‘That you may be blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God, without 
rebuke in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse world among whom you 
shine as lights in the world, holding 
forth the word of life.”（2:15-16)

Christians are meant to be lights 
in this dark world, reflecting the rays 
of the glory of Christ who is the light 
of the world. This world is rightfully 
called a crooked and perverse world. 
So many basic things are perverted: 
the concept of values, the concept 
of service, the concept of morality 
and even the concept of God is 
perverted. It is the responsibility of 
Christians to hold forth the truth 
of Christ to a lost world of sinners!

These words of Paul refer to the 
outworking of the content of your 
salvation. The position of salvation 
is given to us as a free gift of grace 
free of any work or merit of our 
part. We can do nothing. But as for 
the fulfillment of the content of 
salvation, we have to do our part.

It is an awful thing for any one to 
pervert these two aspects, or to try 
to bring about the process of salva
tion by their own efforts and leave 
to God the fulfillment of the content 
of His salvation.

Paul goes one step further and 
says, “It is God who works in you 
both to will and to do of His good 
pleasure.”（2:3) This 
God is the initiator even of our part 
in the moving in our hearts that 
begins the desire to do His will, but 
still we have to provide the actual 
doing of it. God honors us by giving 
us the privilege of being His partners 
in carrying out His will. So we are

and in the verdict of our moral 
judgment, and we now practice love 
in our actual lives.

6. Life in perfect unity.
“If there be any consolation in 

Christ, if any comfort of love, if any 
fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels 
and mercies, fulfil you my joy that 
you be likeminded, having the same 
love, being of one accord of one 
mind. Let nothing be done through 
strife or vain glory, but in lowliness 
of mind let each esteem the other 
better than themselves. Look not 
every man on his own things, but 
every man also 
others. Let this mind be yours which 
was also in Christ Jesus.”（2 :1-5)

This is a beautiful picture of the 
life of unity in the love of Christ 
which is meant for all Christians.

7. Life that practices the work of 
salvation.

“Work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling.” (2:12)

the things ofon

thatmeans
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1982 KYOTO DECLARATION

We believe the Bible to be God’s inerrant Word; 
commissioned by the Lord to proclaim the Good News. In 1974 
convened the First Japan Congress on Evangelism and together explored 
the implications of evangelizing Japan and the world. We concluded the 
Congress with the Kyoto Declaration.

Since then church-oriented evangelism has continued based on guide
lines established at the Congress. Churches adhering to the biblical faith 
have made great progress as they cooperated with each other. The 
cooperation as part of the world-wide church，however，has been in
sufficient. We admit that we have not been necessarily faithful in all 
respects to the Lord’s command to evangelize and today confess 
shortcomings.

During these end times when we eagerly await the return of our Lord, 
the preaching of the gospel takes on an even greater urgency. Again 
have met in Kyoto in order to convene the Second Congress on Evange
lism. We have shared each other’s burden, studied God’s Word and 
collectively have given serious consideration to the church-directed 
evangelization of Japan and the world. Now, at the closing of this 
Congress, we make the following declaration:

are thewe ones
we

our

we

I. The Authority for Evangelization
1.God’s will concerning evangelization
The triune God who is the creator and ruler of heaven and earth has 

called His people out of this world so that they may glorify Him and 
He has sent them forth into this world as His witnesses. God desires that
all men be saved and know the truth. He, therefore, gave His people the 
mission to reach man for Christ so that they may be saved. Thus, the 
church today made up of God’s people must fulfill its given task of

our resolve to carry outevangelism. We today 
obedience to God and under the power of the Holy Spirit. 

2. The Bible as our standard

calling inrenew our

We confirm that only the Bible, consisting of the sixty-six books of the 
Old and New Testament, inspired by the Spirit of God, is God’s inerrant、 
authoritative Word which reveals to us the Lord Jesus Christ who saves 

from sin. Today we reconfirm that the Bible is the only standard of 
faith and life. We, therefore, in obedience to the teachings of the Bible, 

compelled to proclaim the Good News. The Bible does not only 
reveal to us the Saviour, but also points us to the way of salvation and 
teaches us the meaning of salvation as well 
about. Salvation is the work of God, but the Holy Spirit always works 
through the pages of the Bible and it is by His Word that man is saved.

3. The church as the core of evangelism
Evangelization is the work entrusted to the church. Just as God, the 

Father, sent His Son into this world, in like manner Christ sent His 
redeemed people into this world; the redeemed indeed are the church. 
The church as the body of Christ is the unchanging world-wide church; 
at the same time this church exists in history and society as the local 
church,
church is in this world by the Holy Spirit; it learns from Christ who is 
the head of the church. It must strive to proclaim the Good News, what
ever the cost. The primary task of the church is to build up the Body of 
Christ which is within and to go out and to proclaim the Good News of 
Jesus Christ.

us

are

what evangelism is allas

the church belonging to an organizational structure. Theas
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II. The Content of Salvation
/. Salvation as the content of the Good News
The salvation that we are to proclaim is the salvation revealed in the 

Bible. We reconfirm today that there is no other salvation. The Lord 
Jesus Christ is the center of salvation. We reconfirm that there is only 
one Saviour, Jesus Christ. Christ who is eternal became 
on the cross as the propitiation for sinners. Christ rose again from the 
dead on the third day and ascended to heaven where He now is seated 
at the right hand of God where He intercedes for us as the only inter
mediary between God and 
except Christ and false religions (cults and syncretism) that teach that 
there is salvation apart from Christ, 
teaches other than the gospel be accursed.”

2. Salvation
We confirm that the salvation that the gospel offers is not merely a 

freeing from poverty and/or political oppression or social injustices, but 
from man’s want and misery and their effects for which sin is the primary 
cause. Salvation is not limited to the saving of man’s soul but refers to 
the salvation of the Total Man. It begins with the salvation of the in
dividual and moves towards that day when the entire universe will be 
under the rule of Christ and under His establishment or rule and order. 
But the starting point is when each individual comes to Christ and 
becomes reconciled to God. Apart from this there 
salvation of this world. We therefore, strongly oppose the teachings of 
neo-universalism that states that all mankind is already saved through 
Christ's death on the cross. We stress that only those who by faith and 
repentance have received the new life are saved.

and diedman

Therefore, there is no other saviourman.

firmly reject. “Let him whowe

be no ultimatecan

III. Method(s) of Evangelization
/. The evangelization of the Japanese
One hundred twenty-three years have already passed since the Pro

testant movement brought the message of salvation to Japan. Neverthe
less. the number of believers is still small and registers less than one per 
cent of the total population. There may be reasons for the stagnation of 
evangelism such as Japan’s historical factors or the national character 
of the Japanese people. We have not given adequate consideration to 
the spiritual makeup of the people. At this congress this topic has been 
taken up and discussed. It is hoped that further efforts will be made so 
that the seed sown may fall 
hundred-fold increase in

good soil in order that we may see a 
evangelistic effort, in keeping with the 

teachings of Christ. We must strive to evangelize in a way that will result 
in much fruit. We must be aware of the problems confronting us and face 
up to them; we must seek to solve these problems using a critical mind 
rather than relying on borrowed ideas and concepts.

2. The strategy for evangelization
As we give thought to reaching the Japanese with the unchanging 

gospel,
strategy. We must avail ourselves of the successful research already in 
progress and must make use of contemporary technology and investigate 
methods and further study our strategy of proclaiming the gospel. It is 
especially noteworthy that the Japanese people arc a literate nation and 
that the mass media permeates Japan's society. These are factors that we 
must keep in mind and utilize fully. There must be a correct consideration 
given to reaching segments of society that readily respond to the gospel 
and to those that don’t. We must also consider and reach those who have

on
our

must also consider along with content, matters relating towe

not yet heard the gospel. We must formulate a strategy that will reach 
all these groups.

IV. The Bearer of the Gospel
/. Clergy and laymen
The bearer of the gospel is the church. The church is made up of all 

Christians, including Christian workers: in other words, evangelization 
is the collective responsibility of the clergy and laymen. Therefore, the 
church leadership shoulders the responsibility of educating and training
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laymen so that they may be used of God in the proclamation of the gospel. 
Many who have left the faith are those who did not grow satisfactorily 
because they failed to receive the proper education and training. This is 
an extremely important issue for today’s church to consider. We must 
also pay attention to continuous education of Christian workers.

2. Church growth
The church as the body of Christ has been given life and must grow 

unto the fulness of Christ who is the head of the church. The church that 
does not grow cannot fully live up to its calling to proclaim the gospel. 
The church grows by obeying Christ, the head of the church. We should 
not limit ourselves to tenets of the past which we have accepted: we must 
not become exclusivistic but must strive to go out positively to reach the 
world of unbelievers and their society. We must continue to proclaim 
Him who is the head of the church in keeping with the teachings of the 
Bible.

3. Christian ethics
The church is in the world and is the koinonia appointed by God to 

proclaim the gospel. The church, therefore, as the light of the world and 
the salt of the earth has the responsibility of fulfilling its role in this 
confused, present age and must present the correct standards of ethics. 
We must bear strong witness in the home as well as in society so that we 
may attain in this world peace, righteousness, and freedom: ours is the 
task of a prophet. We must express our distress especially over Japan's 
swing to the right as can be seen in issues like the Yasukuni Shrine problem 
as well as in the tilting towards militarism. We as Christians of the only 
nation that experienced the horrors of nuclear war oppose the use of any 
form of force in the settlement of all issues. We herewith declare our 
renewed effort towards peace. The physically handicapped in our country 
and in the world and those who experience hunger must not be forgotten 
and deserve our special attention and compassion. We emphasize the 
dignity of life; we believe that it is our responsibility to extend to them 
our acts of love and to engage in relief work. We live in a society that 
staggers under secularism; by establishing Christian ethics we feel that 
we are fulfilling the responsibility given to us as light of the world and 
salt of the earth.

V. Cooperation in Evangelism

/. Cooperation in evangelism in Japan
When we think of evangelizing Japan within the context of world 

evangelization we bear witness to the fact that visible unity of the church 
based on the scriptures is God’s will. Unity is essential in evangelization. 
The gospel of reconciliation that 
testimony when there is unity. But this unity is not necessarily one of 
structure or organization or operation. It means that we who belong to 
the biblical faith are united and cooperate in the areas of fellowship, 
work and witness. We who arc conscious of being part of the unchanging 
church of Christ must cooperate in the evangelization of the more than 
99°() who have not experienced salvation through our Lord. The biblical 
faith becomes the basis for positive cooperation: it is important that we 
cooperate with 
seminaries, etc..

proclaim becomes a powerfulwe

churches, interdenominational organizations, 
in other words, it is important that we cooperate 

with every possible organization; in this context interdenominational 
organizations must find their proper place.

2. Cooperation in n or/J evangelization
Over two-thirds of the world's population has not had contact with 

the gospel: we have neglected the world and keenly feel before God our 
responsibility. Approximately 150 missionaries have been sent from 
Japan, but this is not enough and there is a need to send forth many 
more missionaries. In cooperation with the various churches and inter
denominational organizations around the world, we must share the 
burden of world evangelization. This, therefore, is not just a matter of 
sending missionaries to other parts of the world; 
missionaries from abroad, increase our interchange with churches abroad 
in the interest of world evangelization and strengthen our liaison with

various

need to acceptwe
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international organizations and movements that adhere to the biblical 
faith.

VI. Christ’s Return and Evangelization
We believe that Christ will return once again in power and in glory in 

order to complete the salvation of this world and to judge. It is indeed 
the promise of His return which causes us to accelerate our efforts in 
evangelization. “When the salvation of His Kingdom has been proclaimed 
to all the world, then the end will come.” In obedience to His promise 
we have been given the calling to evangelize.

During these end times false Christs and false prophets will appear, 
but we must proclaim unflinchingly the gospel of Christ according to the 
Scriptures. An eternal utopia does not come to this world through human 
efforts; it is accomplished by the return of Christ when this earth comes 
under His rule. As we strive under the power of the Holy Spirit to complete 
the task before us, we eagerly await a new heaven and a new earth ruled 
by God Himself.

We stand on the biblical faith and are Christ’s witnesses as we proclaim 
the gospel. We rededicate ourselves to this calling today in the presence 
of God. We express our determination to pray for and cooperate in the 
advancement of the cause of our Lord and shall gladly make sacrifices 
as we take part in world evangelization.

In reference to specifics in the area of cooperation, including matters 
relating to a major restructuring of the evangelical sector, we shall explore 
these considerations further at the JEA level. We are determined to come 
up with decisions that will advance God’s work to His glory.

Oh, Lord, grant unto us wisdom and strength from above and help us 
that we may become your faithful witnesses. Amen 

June 10.1982 
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j Uie Secondhessians a
で (yiess anan

The editor has asked a representative group of missionaries to share 
their franK impressions of the Kyoto Congress. The week at Kyoto 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity lo feel the pulse of the evangelical church in 
Japan. One hundred forty-eight missionaries were there …and they will 
never be the same.

was a

Missionary Stephen Tygert was a contributor ai the workshop on Radio
of seventy workshops offered atand Television Evangelism. It 

the Congress.
Missionary Elaine Nordstrom was a contributor cii the workshop 

1982年6月7日(目)〜10日(木）Bible Education in the Church. The inductive Bible study approach is 
京者R 今释 finding good response in Japan.

w as one日竊伝邋会議第2回 on

京都

But there are in my mind critical 
reflections too. The theme

During the Kyoto Congress 
small group of Buddhist devotees 
sat under the trees across the street 
from the Kaikan all day long beating 
their drums, chanting and fasting 
‘‘for peace.” On my pessimistic days 
this is something like a picture of us 
few Christians in Japanese society - 
across the road from “the scene”, 
sometimes noticed, usually tolerated, 
occasionally approved but generally 
ignored and without much impact.

Another picture. The sun is shining 
warmly in the midst of the rainy 
season, there is a buzz in the air as 
a thousand animated conversations 
go on. Two thousand people are in 
the yard enjoying lunch and fellow
ship. They are all different, of course, 
but they are one in the basics of The 
Faith, they are eating the same menu, 
drinking the 
to serve the same Lord in the same 
nation in the same days.

Let us keep both of these pictures 
in mind as we attempt to make the 
Congress fruitful in 
work. We need to spend time alone 
with God (not in places to be seen 
of men) in prayer and fasting, 
pentance and renewal. And we need 
to be more deeply and continually 
conscious of the corps of co-laborers 
in the harvest field here. Let us

I am glad I went! That is the 
resume of my reflections as I recall 
the days of the Congress. I too was 
one of the many first-timers.

missionary it 
great experience and blessing to sing 
and pray, to listen to God’s Word 
so well expounded by Dr. Teng, to 
talk and share in so many different 
ways with brothers and sisters, 
pastors and lay people from all over 
Japan. Being a seminary teacher, one 
of the greatest thrills of Kyoto was 
to meet so many of our former 
students. They too came from as far 

Okinawa and Hokkaido and as 
near as Osaka or Gifu. Quite a 
number I had not seen since they 
graduated. Their attendance at the 
Congress proved that they are still 
faithful in the Lord’s business. As 
I met one after another and spoke 
with them I thanked the Lord for 
reminding
through His Grace 
Covenant Seminary (as at other 
schools) has not been in vain, (even 
though doubts 
this connection with the seminar on 
Church and Seminary Education) 
Another highlight 
Meeting
Kashiwagi's talk on the four seasons 
in the woman’s life was excellent 
and very thought-provoking; also 
his information on the Hospis work.

a
was

"Shumatsu to Sekai Senkyo1' The 
End Times and World Evangeliza
tion. A lot of very good things and 
important things 
Evangelism and its various aspects. 
But not much or it was actually put 
into the eschatological context. Al
though
organizers was to have more lay 
people attend than so-called profes
sionals, certain speakers did not 
take, at least according to my 
opinion, enough account of this 
fact. Was it really necessary to talk 
above the heads of so many people? 
-My experience in the 
ranged from excellent to average to 
disappointing both with regard to 
introductory talks 
discussions. Obviously it 
easy task to find the right speakers 
and leaders for the large number of 
seminars which were offered. Hope
fully lessons learned in this connec
tion will be applied at a possible 
future congress.

In closing I want to say again that 
I am glad I was there and I praise 
the Lord for all the blessings 
ceived. A big thank you, too, to all 
who through many months faithfully 
laboured in planning and preparing 
the congress. God bless you!

For me as a was a
saidwere on

of the aims of theone

as

seminars

well as theas
tea, and called was nosame

in this way that 
work at

me
our

lives andour
expressed inwere

re-
the ladies’was re-

Tuesday night. Dr.on

thank God and take courage.
Emmi MullerHarold Sims
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from all lhe topics in the “Specialized 
Fields’’. Brethren with KGK and 
with the Navigators informed 
about their evangelistic program for 
students and of their experiences. 
Among the participants of this group 
there were also a brother of the 
Campus Crusade, some students and 
some missionaries of churches in 
places crowded with students. Three 
facts were found to be a common 
problem: a) Today students show a 
sharply decreasing response to the 
evangelistic work of the church.
b) New effective ways of approach
ing students have to be studied.
c) Students have lost the capacity of 
fellowship. Earphone-tied they seem 
to live in another world. How can 
the church be a place for students to 
find and learn true and happy fellow
ship? The number of students in 
Japan is so high, and the influence 
of them on society after graduating 
is so strong. We have to find ways 
to win them for Christ, the Truth. 
Sects and false religions 
more successful in winning students, 
the social leaders of tomorrow.

fulfill its purpose if all the evange
licals of Japan stand together on the 
basis of our faith in the inspired 
Word of God and cooperate in the 
reaching of this nation on all levels 
of society with the gospel for their 
salvation in the remaining time 
before the Lord’s return.

us

The meeting for ministers the
time ofsecond evening became 

relaxation and strengthening for us 
who always face the stress and the 
conflict against the powers of dark
ness. One of the three testimonies of

a

pastors from very different parts of 
Japan was given by Orita-sensci. I 
rejoiced in his boasting about 
Okinawa (his God-given site of 
ministry) which is as wide as the 
distance from Tokyo to Shikoku. 
Instead of a negative attitude to one’s 
field of work mentioning only the 
difficulties Oritasensei expressed his 
love for Okinawa and his faith in 
God’s work there.

The study groups I took part in 
were very valuable. The first one 
was on **The Church and Japanese 
religions”. To know more about the 
Japanese religions is helpful, but to 
believe in a personal God who 
revealed to us the way of salvation 
in Christ is such 
privilege
and superficiality of the religions and 
their rites. There is a great oppor
tunity to testify of 
relationship with our Lord Jesus to 
people who really don’t know “iheir 
religion
priest’s ceremonies. There is much 
fear of giving up their involvement 
with the temples and altars, but 
can tell them that there is nothing to 
fear.

After the first congress on Evange
lism in 1974, I rather believed in the 
second coming of Christ than in a 
second congress. However, the task 
of our
unfinished, and we stood in need of 
a second congress as a challenge to 
reach and win “Japan for Christ”.

As one of the delegates from 
JEM A to JEA I have been involved 
in the preparations for this congress. 
For more than one year in monthly 
sessions the planning developed into 
a concrete program and along with 
it my appreciation and expectation 
increased. I always admired the staff 

d by Rev. Murakami. Each 
session was well prepared and during 
the congress everything functioned 
well.I am grateful for the privilege 
to attend this congress and for the 
blessing I received.

Dr. Philip Tcng s Bible lectures 
gave me the greatest blessing. In his 
exposition of Paul’s letter to the 
Philippians Dr. Teng opened with 
the definition of “a Servant of Jesus

to the world is yetmission
to beseem

The closing rally, this very signif
icant event will hardly fatie from 
our memory. The wonderful singing 
of the choir and the powerful 
message by Honda-Sensei stirred our 
hearts. It was like

tremendousa
agaist the emptinessover

moving of the 
Holy Spirit when more than 2000 
men and women from all over Japan 
stood up from their seats to 
their dedication to the Lord Jesus

a

personalour
renew

for the “harvest of Japan” prior to 
the second coming of Jesus,
Lord and King. Will there be a need 
of a third congress?

the meaning of thenor
our

we
Arthur Kunz

“ Pioneer E vangc/ism'' 
subject of the group I joined the 
next day. Just to sec such a large 
number of participants for this sub
ject was a fact to rejoice in. Both of 
the experienced pastors who gave 
reports of their pioneer work 
knowledged the initial sowing of the 
Word and the gathering of the first 
group of seekers by a missionary. 
Rev. Satake’s statistics proved the 
fact that

thewas

Christ . Paul, as a servant accepted 
the absolute Lordship of Christ in 
all of his life, and just 
dedicated himself wholly to his 
Master.

JAPAH CONGRESS 
osmmisMPaulas

ac-

m fiiKencouraged to 
renew our own dedication to the 
Lord. At several spots in the letter to 
the Philippians Dr. Teng pointed to 
the subject of the Lord’s return 
being the strongest motivation in our 
work for evangelism and mission 
and the goal of our ministry in the 
church.

we were

combination of pastor 
and missionary or a pastor’s taking 

from a missionary worked out 
well in most cases. So wc are glad to 
hear from

as a

道だ、•over 3-个
our Japanese brethren 

planting missionariesThe theme messages given by four 
leading members of JEA elucidated 
the main criteria of the “Kyoto 
Declaration.” This declaration will

that church 
are welcome.

“The church and student evange
lism'' drew my particular interest
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An impression of which 
well aware was reinforced at Kyoto, 
that God has raised up great leaders 
in Japan and Asia. That Philip Teng 
from Hong Kong was the Bible 
expositor carried symbolic meaning. 
Here was one church leader of Asia 
who can expound the Word as well 

any from England or North 
America. And except for 
sional prayer and for several of the 
seminar group leaders, the mis
sionaries were in the background. 
The office staff, leaders, and 
especially the people in the Kyoto 
area, did an excellent job.

There were three themes that left 
strong impressions on me. One was 
the emphasis 
God’s Word. The opening address, 
the first hcitsudai lecture, and the 
Kyoto declaration all dealt with 
this. It is 
theme, that we hope will be handled 
in such a way to unite the churches 
in His Word, without causing the 
divisions felt in the North American 
Church.

from my heart, to flush out the tear 
ducts that they might flow again for 
perishing souls, to hammer out 
bigger house of faith in which He 
might dwell.

The results of the congress do not 
rest in the figures, themes, 
content of the messages, but in that 
which follows, and personally I think 
that it will be measured at least 
partially
attendence- membership and the 
number of new churches started. The 
hope of the congress lies on those 
who dedicated themselves to the 
Lord’s work on the last night, and 
on how well the rest of us are able 
to transfer the concepts and chal
lenges into action to reach Japan for 
Jesus.

For
practical results in the few days since 
the congress. I was moved to seek to 
involve three other churches in our 
area to cooperate in a music concert 

have planned for the summer. I 
pray that it will be the beginning of 
strong cooperation to establish 
better witness in the West Funa- 
bashi- East Ichikawa area. A second 
result is that it moved me to actively 
seek out a bigger meeting place for 
our Shimousa Baptist Church. I 
don’t know the outcome yet, but in 
order to better reach our area, we 
need 
people.

The results of the congress will be 
measured in heaven, and then again 
here on earth by computers, and in 
informal coffee discussions, but let 
us again ask God to use each of us 
missionaries to do our part to reach 
Japan for Christ.

we are

a

nor
As in any congress of this nature 

there were several themes and strands 
running through the meetings. One 
of these feelings which stood out 
strongly to me was that of expecta
tion and optimism. Eight years ago 
1,300 people had gathered in Kyoto, 
and now the number was reaching 
2,300. There was a feeling that God 
is at work, and that we are growing. 
The Church Information Service 
brought out excellent survey material 
about the condition of the Church 
in Japan which 
and negative. But it was encouraging 
to know that the number of churches 
per population has increased from 
one church per 40,000 in 1950 to one 
church per 19,000 in 1980.

And in several of the messages 
there were challenges to expect great 
things from God. One pastor from 
Okinawa shared how he was praying 
that God would raise up churches of 
1000 members, and that 3% of Japan 
would become Christian. There were 
a number of “success stories” shared 
of new churches particularly blessed 
of God. These stories also added to 
the spirit of expectation.

Another strand 
feeling of need. How can they hear? 
Even though Okinawa has 
church per 8,000 people, the rest of 
the prefectures range from 
church in 14,000 to 36,000. With the 
average church attendance about 33 
on Sunday morning, how 
hear? And there are still8 cities and 
142 counties with no church. It also 
was pointed out that the total 
number of churches has increased 
only slightly in the last 10 years, in 
contrast to the previous 20 years 
when the number of churches grew 
more rapidly.

Japan is a leader in the world of 
economics, but the church remains 
small; it is surrounded by stories of 
great growth in neighboring Asian 
countries, but in Japan growth lines 
move slowly. This need was mag
nified by the sub-theme of the 
congress, “The Last Days and World 
Evangelism”. The time is short; the 
Lord is returning; the gospel is to 
go out to all first; work hard for the 
harvest.
JAPAN HARVEST / No. 2 & 3-1982
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Another theme was an appeal for 
unity and cooperation. We must put 
aside

that will holda room more
smaller differences, and 

join together to reach Japan. Just 
bringing 2,300 people together in 
Jesus’ name has to stimulate that. As

our
the greatwas

one
we shared our lunches, walked and 
talked together, and were challenged 
in the meetings, it was inevitable that 
we would sense the oneness in Christ， 
and the need to strive to work to-

one

theycan
gether for Him.

A third theme for me was pioneer 
evangelism. Over 200 attended that

of the

Don Wright

seminar, which 
largest. Eight years ago there wasn’t 
even a seminar by that name. Pioneer 
evangelism was for the missionary 
and the rare samurai, or the unlucky 
Bible school graduate who couldn’t 
find an open church. But now this 
year the room was filled, with mis
sionaries in the small minority. If 
this indicates the maturity and con
cern of the new Japanese church, 
we have good reason to be expectant 
for the future.

But for me，the personal experi
ential side of the congress was also 
important. It was a time for the 
Holy Spirit to remove the callouses

was one



your fingers from “Biblerecall
Education in the Church:” (1)Read 
the Word (2) Hear the Word (3) 
Study the Word (4) Obey the Word 
(5) Proclaim the Word (In the causi- 
tive case in Japanese, yomaseru. 
kikaseru, manabaseru. shitagawaseru 
and tsutaesaseru.) Young people are 
without doubt the future of the

on

YOUR
DRUGSTORE 

IN JAPAN
church. The Youth Meeting was a 
great inspiration. Testimonies 
given from different areas of Japan 
and from various walks of life in-

wereCOMPLETE LINE OF STATESIDE
Drugs and proprietaries, baby needs, 
cosmetics and toiletries, sundries.

SEIKA No. 622, the most sung 
hymn at the Congress, speaks of the 
Lord’s soon coming when we shall 
be gathered before Him and 
work here will have ended. In a sense 
the fellowship with Christians from 
all over Japan was a foretaste of the 
glory to come. The Bible hour with 
Philip Teng 
as he related to principles of evange
lism and missions from the book of 
Philippians. rhe messages were ably 
translated by Rev. Furuyama and 
always climaxed by his leading in a 
stirring dedicatory prayer. On the 
last day after the Bible hour Dr. 
Akira Hatori gave a moving address 
emphasizing the need for passion 
instead of just programs in our out
reach to a lost world.

In all of the 38 sub-theme pre
sentations and the 28 special subject 
sessions something of importance 
was communicated to attain the goal, 
JAPAN FOR CHRIST. On the 
subject,
Officers and the Believers’ Role in 
Church Growth，” provocative pre
sentations covered the whole sphere 
of Church activity. The Church is 
God’s; it is He who builds it; and 
therefore it must certainly grow. It 
is important for us to teach people 
to think along the line of God’s will 
and plan for His church so as to all 
be participants in His ongoing pro
gram; all one body involved in His 
work. Beyond ability or position in 
the church, the content of a godly 
life is of greater importance. Each 
Christian needs a clear outline and 
image of the kind of believer he is 
expected under God to be. Some
times we get bound by categories 
such as God first，church second, 
home third, and work fourth, etc., 
or change the order. The fact is that 
while it sounds good in principle, it 
does not always work out that way 
in actuality. The need is to put God 
first and then follow the Spirit’s 
leading in all our relationships.

Here is a simple, practical plan of 
progression in five steps you

eluding nursing, studying abroad, 
traveling abroad, and a Bible school 
student telling of her firm intention 
to be a missionary. Of personal 
interest to me was Mr. Honya’s 
report of evangelism among young 
people in Aomori. I remember 
Honya-san coming

etc
our

MISSIONARY DISCOUNT
We entitle all people engaged 
sionary work 10% discount on drug 
purchases.

rich experiencewas a
first year 

student at Hirodai to our ‘'honya’， 
(bookstore) across from the univer
sity. It was then that he was intro
duced to the Gospel and the church. 
Now as a high school teacher for 13 
years, he not only knows and lives 
with the problems young people 
face today, but heads up what is 
called, “Aomori Young Dendo 
Mission,” a cooperative venture to 
reach out to the future generation.

The climax came on the last eve-

as a

船總
Tokyo StoreiNikkatsu Int'l Bldg. (271) 4034-5

ning with Mr. Honda giving the 
Macedonian Call. Apart from the 
fact that we are debtors to give the 
Gospel, he appealed with humble 
illustration that when the old car 
gets filled with gasoline, it purrs 
good uphill. We know beforehand 
that we are no good and can’t do 
it in ourselves; that is why we need 
a new infilling of the Holy Spirit. He 
gave his
had struggled over the suggestion to 
leave his church and go into a wider 
outreach of evangelism, how he 
came to say, “Yes，” regardless, and 
how now, 25 years later, he 
ognized what a GREAT blessing 
had been the result. Mr. Ariga rose 
to make an appeal to those who had 
never done so before to commit 
themselves to the Lord as He would 
lead. Another appeal was made，but 
Mr. Honda

Do you have a nice day 
with clean TEETH?

The Pastor, Churchハ

KURODA DENTAL OFFICE

General practice testimony of how heown

‘NU 〇
■CZJ

C3L
rec-

〇

not satisfied andwas
rushed to the podium to make 
appeal so that we all without excep
tion stood to our feet in response, 
not only in rededication but asking 
for a new infilling of the power of 
the Holy Spirit. “As my Father has 
sent Me, I am sending you. Receive 
the Holy Spirit.”

an

Call for appointment: 
0423-84-3075

Abe Friesen 
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As a young missionary to Japan, 
making my first visit to a national 
evangelical conference, as well as my 
first visit to the great city of Kyoto, 
I tried diligently to record in my 
journal the essence and significance 
of the congress, and to capture, in 
frame of film, the beauty of 
of the historic gardens I visited. In 
both cases. I found the task most 
challenging.

The significance of the conference, 
like the beauty of a Japanese garden, 
is not to be found in any particular 
events or features. Rather, it is found 
in balance and harmony which con
stitute the whole. Features such 
times of corporate worship - the 
singing was often magnificent こ times 
of study and reflection 
word Dr. Teng spoke prophetically 
as he addressed the vital concerns 
of the Church; and times oi interac
tion -the interest and energy at the 
seminars revealed a spirit of adven
turism and anticipation, 
features which combined to produce 

atmosphere in which unity 
clearly demonstrated, and in which 
the growth of taith 
facilitated.

It is a good thing that the value 
and meaning of such a conference 
cannot be captured 
print. Hopefully, we will not seek to 
file our notes and photos in memory 
books. Instead of enjoying “snap
shots” of four great days together, 
I believe that the value of the Con
gress will prove to be that it 
time when pastors, lay people, and 
missionaries captured a clearer image 
of the majesty and power of ood, 
along with a glimpse of what God 
can and will do through the Church 
in Japan in the months and years 
to come.

'Because there are no errors in the 
Bible, it is inspired.，” Properly 
understood, inerrancy affirms the 
reverse: 'Because the Bible is inspired 
by God, 
inerrancy.’

In happy contrast the next day 
was Dr. Hattori’s superb summary 
of crucial issues relating to the Bible 
and the clarity with which he defined 
inerrancy: The truth of Scripture 
extends to all matters it addresses, 
though of 
matters it does not address. Iner
rancy extends to the whole of Scrip
ture, all66 books, down to the words 
of the original, which in the prov
idence of God can be ascertained 
with great accuracy. In interpreting 
Scripture we must remember that 
God utilized and did not override 
the distinctive personalities, literary 
styles, and historical settings of the 
writers he had chosen and prepared. 
Therefore inerrancy does not entail 
modern technical precision or per
fect grammar. It is perfectly 
sistent with observational descrip
tions of nature, hyperbole, round 
figures, topical arrangement of 
material, variant selection of material 
in parallel accounts, and the use of 
free citations.

Was the Congress worth all the 
time and expense? I believe it pro
duced a deeper mutual understand
ing. love, and commitment together 
to reach Japan for Christ. Countless 
key insights for accomplishing this 
goal
simply cannot be calculated.

Little did Hatori Akira Sensei

believe its claim towe

a
some

course, there are many

as

Around
and there familiar faces, but what 
of the nearly 2,000 others I had never 
met? fheir faces, too, 
with the love of Christ. How I 
longed to hear their life stories one 
by one! and the singing - what 
thrill!

scattered hereme were
God’son

aglowwere

a
were

Highlights for included the 
Christian Workers' rally, where it 

heartening to 
portrayed the growth of the church 
from 1950-80 and to be challenged 
by Orita Sensei of Okinawa to finish 
the task followed by the universal 
response. “We will not give up!”

I was especially encouraged to 
meet many of the outstanding 
women leaders in the Japanese 
church at the excellent forum. The

me con-
an was

graphicallywas see
naturallywas

film inon or

Bible and Women. My wife found 
the Counseling forum to be 
tremely insightful and practical.

One disappointment was that 
Mr. Matsumura's opening address 
seemed to treat somewhat divergent 
views of the extent of Biblical 
thority
gave the following caricature: "Iner
rancy is the position that says.

imparted. Such valuesex- werewas a

know that one student hearing his 
final address contemplating 
suicide and decided not to. May our 
commitment to our life-giving mes
sage grow!

was
au-

equally acceptable andas

Philip PayneDouglas Birdsall

JEMA WORKSHOPS
Reserve the dates November 29, 30 and December 1,1982! The Fall JEMA Pioneer Evangelism Seminar this year 
is being held in cooperation with White Fields, Inc. (Kokunai Kaitaku Dendo Kai). Theme: “Effective Church 
Planting” with lectures, studies, and discussion groups focusing on various aspects of cooperation in church planting. 
Place: Tokyo Postal Savings Hall (Tokyo Yubin Chokin Kaikan, Minato Ku, Shiba Koen). Meetings in Japanese, 
except for missionary discussion group in English.

Note to Mission Leaders (meeting open to others)! Please reserve February 15,1983 afternoon and evening after the 
JEMA Plenary Session. The Pioneer Evangelism Commission Spring Seminar is to bring together mission leaders and 
others to share and discuss in depth strategy for reaching unreached areas of Japan. The meeting hall at OSCC 
is the meeting place (same as plenary session).
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In general, the same could be said 
of the sessions on family evangelism 
and the hours spent discussing junior 
and senior high evangelism. There 
was general agreement 
portance of these approaches to the 
task of the church in Japanese 
society, but the discussion could 
have been greatly enhanced by force
ful presentations of concrete ways 
in which congregations can involve 
themselves in getting the job done. 
Good examples of churches which 
are finding 
these
would have been helpful.A practical 
presentation of “how to” approach 
the task, execute the task and expand 
the ministry of the congregation in 
these areas was somewhat lacking.

The fellowship among Christians 
from many 
ening and the further strengthening 
of evangelical unity in Japan 
encouraging. Those attending the 
conference were repeatedly reminded 
how small the Christian population 
in Japan is and how great is the 
challenge of the time given to us to 
win people to Christ. It 
inspiring, challenging and searching 
time for a great body of Christians.

Edward E. Bollinger

ture was affirmed, the possibility of 
the growth of large churches in the 
Japanese setting 
strong inter-group cooperation in 
the task of reaching the people of 
the entire country for Christ 
espoused in a challenging and in
spiring way.

Dr. Philip Teng challenged the 
conference through his study of the 
missionary book of Philippians 
he reminded the gathering of the 
400 Chinese churches which have a 
missionary outreach. The message of 
Philippians as one of missionary out
reach was presented simply and 
convincingly. Dr. Teng’s message 
referred to his Hong Kong congrega
tion, which spends two-thirds of its 
income in offerings for others and 
only one-third for local evangelism. 
The $150,000.00 which the church 
gave in offerings last year reminded 
the Japanese messengers that their 
churches can indeed do much more 
in the field of missions.
丁he group lectures and discussions 

which I elected to attend all had to 
do with evangelism. The one on the 
church and 
study, but short on practical sug
gestions about engaging in the task 
of mission either locally or elsewhere.

IMPRESSIONS OF THE 
SECOND KYOTO CONGRESS 

ON EVANGELISM asserted, andwas

the im-on
The inspiring meeting of the 2,300 

delegates to the Second Japan 
Evangelism Conference was joined 
by 34 representatives of the evangel
ical churches of Okinawa. All were 
struck with the thorough prepara
tion and study which preceded the 
meetings, affording the leaders at
tending the conference with back
ground materials for understanding 
the position and growth of churches 
in Japanese society. The thorough 
'survey tables of church development 
in the years 1950 to 1980 provided a 
very valuable background for the 
discussion of the work of the 
Christian groups attending the con
ference.

The urgency of the Christian task 
in Japan was brought into focus by 
the text, Matthew 24 :14, “And this 
gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a 
witness to all nations; and then shall 
the end come.” The theme sermon 
carried the note of urgency through
out and set the tone for the entire 
conference as the authority of scrip-

was
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of Christian activityareas
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terms of its history, current status 
and special problems that were faced.

A problem that came up repeated
ly was the matter of the difficulty of 
getting good broadcast times on the 
Japanese commercial stations. It was 
agreed that this was a major concern 
that was seriously affecting the mail 
response to broadcasts. There was 

conclusion as to what could be 
done in order to counter the trend

generally agreed that there 
need for more coordination between 
those involved in this kind of minis
try. If there was such an association, 
it could perhaps serve as a vehicle for 
negotiations with radio and televi
sion stations. This would give in
creased leverage as the united voice 
of all the evangelical groups involved 
in broadcast evangelism as compared 
with each group attempting to 
negotiate on its own.

There would also be other benefits 
to such an association in terms of 
coordination.

Pastor Hori took the responsibility 
of initiating further steps toward 
the formation of an association after 
the Congress 
this will become a reality in the 
months ahead. The sessions on radio 
and television will have been well 
worth the time if such an association

RADIO AND TELEVISION 
EVANGELISM SESSION AT 
2ND JAPAN CONGRESS ON 

EVANGELISM

was a

Pastor Hori of Osaka Church led 
the session. Pastor Mineno of Yodo- 
bashi Church in Tokyo gave a pre
sentation on television evangelism. 
He briefly reviewed the ministry of 
Zentere (All-Japan TV Evangelism 
Cooperating Group) and Kantere 
(Kanto TV Evangelism Cooperating 
Group) and spoke about the need 
for the viewers to develop ties with 

local church rather than a TV 
program or TV personality. I gave 

presentation on ways in which 
radio or television evangelism could 
actually be used as part of the evange
listic outreach of a local church.

A number of those attending the 
session had direct involvement in 
radio
ported on his particular ministry in

no

toward poor broadcast times.
It was noted though that no matter 

what time a program is broadcast 
that there listeners (otherwise 
the stations wouldn’t be on the air.)

though there may not be any 
direct mail response. It is important 
and necessary to continue broad
casting even though the direct 
sponse may be limited.

One constructive result to the two

are

evena

Hopefully.was over.a
re

sessions concerned the need to form 
some kind of an association of those 
who are involved in radio and televi- 

evangelism in Japan. It

is a result of the 2nd Japan Congress 
on Evangelism.television. Each one re-or

Stephen Tygertsion was

Ideal for the ‘manga’ ^Picture ^Biblereading Japanese

Popular? Of course. Chronologically sequenced, Pic
ture Bible allows both children and adults an immediate 
overview and grasp of the whole Bible. Accurately told 
with caption narration and realistic dialog, the illustra
tions authentically depict Bible times. Most importantly, 
the Picture Bible stimulates interest in reading the Bible 
itself. To help achieve this goal, all chapters are keyed to 
their corresponding Scripture passages.
Picture Bible is currently enjoyed in homes and Sunday 
schools all across the country. Now you can enjoy over 
750 pages in full color! The attractive and sturdy slip- 
case makes the set a perfect gift or prize. Just re
member what one picture is worth, and you’ll know why 
Picture Bible has been so well received.

免

ル
(全3巻)

Vol.1,In the Beginning tells the creation story, shows the fall 
and the flood, the wandering of the tribes, and their settlement 
in the Promised しand. 256 pages.
Vol. 2, The Chosen People presents the rule of David and 
Solomon, followed by the destruction of Samaria and captivity 
of Judah. The truths of the great prophets, including Elijah, 
Isaiah, and Daniel come to life. Malachi prophesies the coming 
Christ.
Vol. 3, Jesus and the Early Church presents a beautiful 
synopsis of the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus. Portrays the New Testament church from Pentecost 
with Peter through the journeys of Paul. Concludes with Reve
lation. Bonus section on the history of the modern Bible.

Three volume set in slipcase, only V3,600 
Also sold individually for ¥1,200 each

New Life Shuppansha
7 -9-34 Ishigami, Niiza Shi, 
Saitama Ken 352 JAPAN 
Tel: 0424-74-2212
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they must experience the illumina
tion given by the Holy Spirit. Fur
thermore, in order that the Spirit 
might
teaching ministry in each heart, it is 
advisable that the educational pro
gram of the church make use of 
teaching methods which will involve 
learners directly with the Bible text 
and enable them to discover Biblical 
truths for themselves.

BIBLE EDUCATION IN THE 
CHURCH

might mature in Christ (Col.1:28).
C. Human Beings: Teachers of 

the Bible must be realistic about the 
nature of human beings. Although 
created in the image of God with a 
responsible will,
God’s will, separating him from 
God. The gap is bridged only when 
sinful man by faith accepts the 
conciliation made possible through 
Christ’s death on the cross. Implica
tions for Bible education include (1) 
The necessity to give clear teaching 
which will lead learners to know 
Christ
that the full potential of man can be 
realized only in Jesus Christ and 
teaching Bible truth accordingly.

D. Church: Four major images of 
the church focus on its unity and 
corporateness. The church is the

freely perform HisTraditionally, the church has 
focused its educational efforts 
children, and to a lesser extent, on 
youth. The Sunday School, for in
stance, has been a major part of the 
church’s educational program. Fur
thermore, in Japan, Sunday School 
is usually considered to be for 
children of elementary school age.

Jesus, however, focused His teach
ing ministry on adults. Although He 
did not neglect children or youth. He 
spent most of His earthly ministry 
teaching and training adults. If His 
example
perhaps the church ought to 
tinue to educate children and youth 
but make the education of adults its

more
on

disobeyedman

re-

educational pro
gram for adults, it is necessary not 
only to bear in mind the five Bible 
doctrines touched 
also to be aware of certain character
istics of adult learners. Malcolm 
Knowles, professor of education at 
Boston university, claims that adults 
learn differently from children. Ac
cordingly. he coined 
andragogy, which 
adults learn,” as distinguished from 
pedagogy, meaning “leading chil
dren.'' Andragogy is based on four 
characteristics of adult learners, as 
follows:(1)The adult’s self-concept 
moves from depending upon others 
to being self-directing, (z) The adult’s 
accumulating experience is a re
source for learning, (3) The adult’s 
readiness to learn is oriented in
creasingly to his social roles, (4) The 
adult’s learning is for immediate 
application more than for the future.

An effective Bible education pro
gram for adults will not ignore these 
four characteristics of adult learners. 
What are some implications of each 
of them for Bible education?

A. Self-Concept: Since adults 
doers and decision

makers, allow them to participate in 
the entire education planning pro
cess. That is, starting with a self- 
diagnosis of learning needs, the 
teacher can guide the learners to set 
attainable goals. Let the adults parti
cipate in gathering 
their Bible study. Then provide 
opportunities for freedom of expres
sion for all participants by using 
such teaching methods as group 
discussion, panels, symposiums, and 
interviews. Encourage self-evalua
tion and feedback during and at the 
close of the study program.

B. Experience: Since adults have 
had lots of different kinds of ex
perience, the teacher ought to find 
ways for them to share their experi
ences. In this way, the adults, too, 
can serve as resource persons. Teach
ing methods that 
have obvious application to the

In planning an

Savior, (2) Recognizing above, butonas

guideline,can serve as a
con-

word.a new 
means “helpingprimary focus.

For a number of reasons society in 
general is giving greater attention to 
adult education. These include:(1) 
The explosion of knowledge, (2) 
Accelerating technological changes 
which demand learning new skills, 
(3) Increased leisure time making it 
possible for adults to participate in 
educational activities, (4) Recent 
research proving that adults even in 
their 60’s and 70’s have the capacity 
to learn. These same factors ought to 
be considered when planning for and 

educational pro-

people of God, the new creation 
(humanity), the fellowship of the 
redeemed, and the body of Christ. In 
order to function properly and to 
perform its ministry of evangelism 
and education as commanded in the 
Great Commission, God has given 
each member spiritual gifts which 
are to be used to build up one an
other in the faith (Eph. 4:11-16). 
Bible education in the church, there
fore. must focus on teaching methods 
which will enable members to 
actively participate in studying God’s 
Word together, and which will train 
them in using their spiritual gifts to 
serve one another and help each 
member grow in Christ and to be
come increasingly effective witnesses 
of the Gospel.

E. Holy Spirit: The Bible is in
spired by the Holy Spirit, and it is 
He who empowers God’s Word as it 
is taught. He dwells in the heart of 
both teachers and learners who have 
accepted Christ as Savior. The Holy 
Spirit instructs, reminds, guides, de
clares, and reveals (John 14:26; 
16 ••13 -15; I Cor. 2 :9-10). Teaching 
the Bible will necessitate, of course, 
verbal definitions, explanations, and 
instructions. However, before teach
ers or learners can understand the 
spiritual meanings of God’s Word,

implementing 
gram for adults in the church.

There are several doctrines which

an

have particular relevance in setting 
up an adult education program in 
the church:

A. Bible: Since the Bible as God’s 
Word is the only book that can tell

authoritatively what God is like 
and how we can know Him, it must 
have a central place in the educa
tional program. As “a training 
manual for our relationship to God, 
to ourselves, and to others,” it is the 
textbook (II Tim. 3 :14 -17). In order 
to provide guidance for our Chris
tian faith and walk, 
approach in teaching the Bible is 
most effective:(1)Bible knowledge, 
(2) Application of Bible truth.

B. Christ: The supreme purpose 
of the Bible, both Old and New 
Testaments, is to reveal Christ, the 
Son of God. Therefore, when the 
Bible is taught, it is to be more than 
an academic dissertation on obscure 
facts. Rather, the goal of Bible 
education is that Christ might be 
revealed more clearly and be 
cepted as Savior, and that believers

see
themselves as

us

forresources

two-stepa

concrete andac- are
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everyday events of the learners' lives 
likely result in practical 

application of truths learned in the 
Bible study. In order to work to
wards life-related teaching of the 
Bible, follow these steps:(1)Proper 
Biblical Interpretation. With all the 
adult learners participating, search 
the Bible passage together, noticing 
its historical, grammatical, and cul
tural context. Use the inductive 
method of Bible study which has 
three main steps: observation of the 
Bible text itself, followed by inter
pretation, and application, in that 
order; (2) Principle-Oriented Ap
proach. Don’t get bogged down in 
excessive details of the text. Instead, 
look for broad Biblical principles 
and their meaning for life; (3) Con
temporary Outlook. The first step 
listed above led to an understanding 
of what the Bible passage meant to 
the original readers. However, it is 
also essential that efforts be made to 
understand the 
temporary readers. The technical 
term for this step is contextualiza- 
"•0,7; (4) Specific Focus. Don’t be 
satisfied with vague generalizations. 
In this final step teacher and adults 
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
must apply the Biblical truth to 
specific areas of their lives and inter
personal relationships. Pray that 
while studying the Bible together. 
Biblical truths will often intersect 
with
learners’ lives. When truth and life 
meet in Bible study, it can be called 
a “crossing point.” A dynamic inter
action occurs between the two. It is 
a time of decision-making. It should 
result in works added to faith (James 
1:22-25; 2:14-26). Obedience to 
God’s Word is an essential to grow
ing maturity in Christ.

C. Readiness to Learn: Adults 
learn best those things that will 
enable them to advance from one 
phase of human development to the 
next. Scholars have identified specific 
^developmental tasks” for each age 
group from birth to death. The adult 
years can be divided into three stages 
—early adulthood, middle adulthood, 
later adulthood. Adults in each of 
these stages are expected to accom
plish certain tasks related to their 
various social roles such as worker, 
mate, parent, citizen, etc., before 
they can successfully achieve tasks 
in the next stage.

Adults facing specific develop
mental tasks normally have a ハread-
JAPAN HARVEST/No. 2 & 31982

Climbing
Means

Progress

iness to learn” truths related to that 
task. This produces what may be 
called a “teachable moment.” There
fore, the timing of the content of 
learning is important. Whenever 
possible, the teacher ought to plan 
with the adult learners a Bible study 
program that will mesh with the 
developmental tasks the learners are 
currently facing, thus taking ad
vantage of the “teachable moments.” 
This does not 
approach to Bible study such as book 
studies or Bible surveys are to be 
neglected. Rather, it 
whenever possible, additional oppor
tunities ought to be given adult 
learners to study Bible content specif
ically related to their developmental 
tasks. Depending 
learners may be divided into either 
homogeneous 
study groups. As developmental 
tasks change, the readiness to learn 
will also change. This offers 
tinuing challenge to those planning 
for an adult education program to 
be alert to such changes.

D. Orientation to Learning. Since 
adults want to learn things they can 
apply immediately, they are oriented 
towards practical problems rather 
than subject-centeredness. There
fore, consider organizing the Bible 
study program according to problem 

rather than only subjects. At 
the beginning of the study provide 

opportunity for the adults to 
point out specific things they hope 
to learn through their study together. 
This will help both the teacher and 
learner to look for Biblical truths 
related to their needs.

Whether the churcn is big or small, 
whether there are three or dozens of 
adults in the church, observing the 
above principles will lead to 
dynamic and effective learning 
periences for adults. The church that 
plans a Bible education program as 
outlined above with the adults (not 
just for them) will grow not only 
qualitatively but also quantitatively 
as adults become better prepared to 
obey the Great Education Commis
sion to Go Make Disciples - and 
Teach!
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〔沿声で合P/iする時は、この3段目だけは、歌洞の苽味合からも齐叱が効采的と思われる〕(おりかえし）i ~~声:—誇
ひとつに ち らをあわせてろ か

fy p-

V

柯丨川门 择-^M 曲
ふくいんの うにともしん わんたたかに

jヒ责』.ーセ

1福荇をつたえよ地球の采てに、 
世界のもとめる救いのひかり。
(おりかえし）
心ひとつに力を合わせて、 
福咅の信仰に共に戦わん。

2榀皆を満たせよあまねく広く、 
光りのある問に夜の来ぬ間に。

3福普を誇れよみことば|1し、 
十字架を忍びていのちの限り„

4御神のほのほよ御:忍の風よ、
訪ずれたまえやリバイ八ルもて。
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SEND THE GOSPEL TO THE WORLD
(Mark 16:15)

福音を世界に
(マルコ16:15) 安藤仲市作詞 天田魃作曲
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"Send the Gospel to the World”
l

Words by Nakaichi Ando

1. Let us spread abroad the Gospel story. Send it out to all the world; All the world is searching 
for it, Light has come to save the lost.
CHORUS:

Join your hearts, in one accord.
Let us join our strength and might.
Let us strive as one, and united be,
For the faith, the Gospel’s faith.

2. Let us spread abroad the Gospel story. Let the Good News be proclaimed; For the darkness 
hovers o’er us. Spread the Light while it is day.

3. Let us spread abroad the Gospel story, Raise up high God’s Holy Word; Bear the cross and 
follow Jesus, Long as life on earth shall last.

4. Like a glowing Flame, O, our God, Holy Spirit like the wind; Move among us, may it please 
You, Bring to us revival now.

Music by TsunaguTenda 
English Translation by 
Elaine Nordstrom

ANOTHER GIANT STEP

TOWARD GREATER LAYMAN INVOLVEMENT

IN CHURCH GROWTH

Layman'$ Bible Commentary Series
i ■釀_鼦_崎マルコのft.j.'Y,'!

40 X/olume Set

THE GOSPEL OF MARK - The first in the 12-volume
_ ■ •

New Testament Series.

**New, easy-to-under stand expositional studies of the 
Bible. Contents include book themes, illustrations 
and a minimum of technical material. Suitable for 
private Bible Study,
better knowledge of the Scriptures for everyone., 

(12 Volume New Testament Series to be Completed in August,1983)

preparation and asermon
本10 0 0

6 Shinanomachi, Shinjuku Ku, Tokyo160 
Tel. (03-353-9345)

OF LiFG PRGSS
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CAJ 1982

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

ROBERT BOARDMAN

things that the Lord Jesus Christ is 
doing for you - and preparing for 
you and will perform through you 
in the future.

Just as every person has a unique 
and different personality, so every 
class has a unique personality. The 
personality of the class of 1982 might 
be described by these words: per
severing, industrious, honest, fearful, 
hopeful.

However to us who gather to 
honor you today, you are not 
numbers, but precious sons and 
daughters, loved 
which God is going to do great and 
mighty things - yes, these new things 
promised in Isaiah 43.

If God gives you a normal life 
span, which he says in Psalm 91 is 
70 years, then you will spend about 
half of your years in this century 
and half in the 21st century!

About half way through your 
lifespan, that is, around the turn of 
the century, some scientists predict 
the population of the world will have 
doubled from around the time of 
your birth. And what will the popula
tion of the world be by the time you 
are 70 in the year 2035? I am per
sonally so sure that in your lifetime, 
the Lord Jesus Christ will have come 
again. How exciting!

If we could squeeze the 70 years 
that God allots man in a normal life 
span into 24 hours, what time would 
it now be in your 24 hour lifetime?
-If you are 17 years old it is 0600 

in the morning.
-If you are 18 years old it is 0620. 

If you are my age, 58, it is 2000 
in the evening!

It is the early morning in your 
life and apparently you have most 
of the day left to use. A man once 
wrote this:

“We live but once. The years of 
childhood, when once past, are 
past forever. It matters not how 
ardently we may wish to live them 
over; it avails us nothing. So it is

JAPAN HARVEST / No. 2 & 31982

New Beginnings

Dr. Buss and members of the 
board of education; Dr. Meyers; 
members of the faculty, parents, 
loved ones and friends - members of 
the graduating class of 1982.

It is a strange feeling for Jean and 
to realize that we are attending 

our last official CAJ function after 
rs and five children! And what 

Nt do without PTA? I remember 
the parent who was asked, “How 
are your children doing in school?” 
“Better,” he replied, “but I still go 
to PTA meetings under an assumed 
name.”

Some of us measure inflation by 
remembering that from the time we 
had all five kids in school at 
time, until now when one is left, our 
school budgets through the years 
remained just the same for one 
for the five together.

Commencement means Beginning 
-or new beginning, a new start，or 
genesis like being on a threshold. 
Commencement is a new dawn - the 
raising of the curtain. I like these 
words in Isaiah:

Behold, I will do a new thing; 
it shall spring forth; shall 

you not know it? I will even make 
a way in the wilderness, and rivers 
in the desert.” (Isaiah 43.19)
The Scriptures announce the new 

thing before they spring forth - they 
are seen as germinating through the 
eyes of faith. In your young blos
soming lives, I see, through the eyes 
of faith，these new and wonderful

throughones.

me

21

Your Life and Times

Your lives and times began in 19o3 
1964. Those were tumultous days 

marked by the assassination of John 
Kennedy and then the murder of his 
assassin Harvey Oswald. President 
Diem of South Vietnam was also 
assassinated in 1963.

or

one

In that same year, the year many 
born, the US Supremeof you

Court ruled against the reciting of 
the Lord’s prayer and Bible verses 
in public schools. Japan itself was 
being tom and rocked by demo after 
demo. Our involvement in Viet Nam

as were

was deep and increasing. Three civil 
rights workers were missing and 
found murderea in Mississippi. The 
hippie movement was in full swing - 
and there

44

now
many other events 

that moved the West and
were

conse
quently the world.

When you entered the first grade 
in 1970 Dr. Essenberg was head
master and since then you have 
worked your way through four other 
headmasters! Your graduating class 
gives CAJ a total of 770 graduates.
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with the other stages of life. The 
past is no longer ours. It has gone 
beyond our reach. What we have 
made it, it shall remain. There is 

power in Heaven or on earth 
that can change it.
*‘The record of our past stands 
forth in bold and ineffaceable 
characters, open to the all-seeing 
eye of God. There it stands, and 
one day we shall give an account 
of it. The present moment alone 
is ours. ‘Now is thy treasure pos
sessed unawares!’ Today is a day 
which we never had before, which 
we shall never have again. It rose 
from the great 
and again sinks into its unfathom
able depths (Talmadge).’’
•On your road of life to the year 

2035, the end of your three score and 
ten years, some of you will be 
prised by death. Yes, it is only 0600 
in the morning, yet for 
much later on the clock.

Let no man despise or look down 
your youthfulness, but rather 

redeem the time God has allotted 
to you. I like what Baxter said as a 
challenge on redeeming the time: 

Spend your time in nothing which 
you know must be repented of; in 
nothing on which you might not 
pray the blessing of God; in 
nothing which you could not 
review with a quiet 
your dying bed; in nothing which 
you might not safely and properly 
be found doing if death should 
surprise you in the act (Baxter).

Leaving my friends here.”
Not making close friends. Los

ing my identity, being a nobody. 
Here at CAJ I am secure in my 
identity - I am so and so - and 

and so’s friend - a good 
athlete - I am unique - I stand 
out because everyone knows 

But there, in the USA, no 
one will give a bean if I had 10 
MVP trophies. I will have to 
start over. I’m scared.”

- Financial fears were high on the 
list.
“People (over there) won’t be 
able to understand my views of 
life.”

- Others listed fear of the sudden, 
unknown cultural changes and 
ignorance of

-“That I will talk too much about 
stuff I don’t know about.”

一 The fear that, ‘‘1 would be drawn 
into the world, into materialism, 
and be satisfied with a mediocre 
existence.”

Cast all your cares, anxieties, 
worries and fears upon him for he 
cares for you.(1 Peter 5.7).
There is the story of faith and 

courage at a western university 
few years ago. Someone they called 

a little clump of flesh” came to the 
school wanting to enroll. It 
rather doubtful case, but finally they 
accepted him.

The first week in English class the 
professor said, “When I call your 
name, rise, and after that I’ll know

no a
so

was a
me.

your name.” A name was called and 
no one rose; it was called a second 
time and still Indig
nantly the professor said. “Didn’t 
I ask you to rise?”

A voice chirped back, “I’m sorry, 
sir, I haven’t stood on my feet since 

two years old.” Four years 
passed, graduation came and that 
“little clump of flesh” won every 
honor that the university bestowed.

The people applauded when the 
football captain received his diploma 
-and others were applauded for 
various honors they received, i hen a 
name was called and the football 
captain and the basketball captain 
made a basket out of their arms and 
carried the little clump of humanity 
across the stage. The applause was 

deafening and so prolonged that 
it seemed the walls were trembling.

“It isn’t what happened to us. it’s 
what happened within us that really 
counts.” This crippled young 
had the faith and courage to over
come the limitations of his body. He 
was undaunted and refused to give

no one rose.
of eternity,ocean

manners.
I was

sur-

it issome

on

so

conscience on

man

Yes, these are all honest fears in 
your lives, but no more than some 
of the apprehensions in the lives of 
your parents and loved ones here in 
this auditorium. I’m sure that this 
is one reason that many of you listed 
as your favorite Scripture:

“Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart; and lean not to your own 
understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct your paths.” (Proverbs 
3.5,6).
Following this choice, Psalm 23 

was the next favorite.
There is One who is the great 

Fearcatcher. He has a hole without a

Your Hopes and Fears up.
One time eleven noted men locked 

themselves in a hotel to try to dis
cover answers to the problem of 
“Why Men Fail.” Here are some of 
their conclusions:

“First, the majority of people who 
succeed in life are not more gifted 
than those who丨ail.
Secondly, the majority of those 
who fail in life are not less gifted 
than those who succeed.
Thirdly, the majority of people go 
all through life using less than 40 
percent 
abilities.
Fourth、the majority of people who 
have handicaps, liabilities and 
frustrations, who are crippled 
blind
reason to fail-fail to fail. They 
make good.
Your “faith is the hinge that opens 

the door to opportunities•”

In the questionnaire I sent you, 
many of you responded so honestly 
and beautifully by listing your hopes, 
dreams, prayers, favorite scriptures 
as well as your fears.

One of your unaffected, honest 
and refreshing prayers 
this way:

"God, I want to take one step at 
a time and not to become a worry 
wart!
1 hate anticipating the bridge be
fore it comes - which grown-ups 
have a great way of doing.
I would say this graduating senior 

has stopped praying and started 
meddling!

Someone has well said, “Courage 
is resistance to fear, mastery of fear - 
not the absence of fear.” Some of 
the fears listed by you as you prepare 
to leave your loved ones are:
JAPAN HARVEST / No. 2 & 31982

writtenwas

of their God-given

bottom into which he has thrown 
the billions of fears of those who 
trust him since the world began. All 
of those anxieties, worries, cares and 
fears have disappeared down that 
bottomless hole. One of you listed 
this portion of Scripture that gives 

the most courage and strength:

or
deaf, who have everyor

you
35



faith. We thank our great God for 
the privilege of his having entrusted 
us with your lives for a season. To
gether with you 
new things that are already coming to 
pass. One of you seniors wrote out 
this prayer at this time of new 
beginnings:

“Lord, please help me. I’m scared. 
I’m weak. I’m also selfish. I want 
to succeed in whatever’s out there. 
Thank you for giving me so much. 
I will treasure what I had here. 
Amen.’’
Today is the beginning - the new 

dawn, the raising of the curtain, 
start. Our love, prayers and 

confidence are with you. I close with 
another exciting promise, again from 
the book of Isaiah, 
new dawn:

“Behold I will make you 
sharp threshing instrument having 
teeth: you shall thresh the moun
tains, and beat them small, and 
shall make the hills as chaff. You 
shall fan them, and the wind shall 
carry them away, and the whirl
wind shall scatter them: and you 
shall rejoice in the Lord and shall 
glory in the Holy One of Israel” 
(Isaiah 41.15, 16).

that has flesh on it. the power and 
vision that belongs to me alone 
and open the door to the world. 
(Leighton Ford - modified.)
Ask God for vision - the kind of 

vision that sees what the true issues 
of life are in light of Jesus Christ, 
eternity and the great commission. 
This vision may best be illustrated 
by the story of three stone cutters. 
These three men were all engaged in 
the same task. Each was asked

Your Challenge and Opportunities

anticipate thewe
The world waits for multitudes of 

young people who will never become 
president or prime minister, or 
governor of a state - or even pre
sident of an organization, but who 
quietly and without ostentation, 
nevertheless will exert true Christian 
leadership in their respective walks 
of life.

As you learn to master fear, and 
as you develop courage that resists 
fear - these very fears can drive you 
to the Lord Jesus Christ who will 
direct you in meeting the unprece
dented challenges and opportunnies 
of your generation.

In the epistle of First John it says 
that, ''perfect love casts out fear.” 
He, the Saviour, is perfect love and 
he alone gives perfect love. Seek him 
and as you find him and know him, 
you will be given needed portions of 
perfect love.

‘‘Goa is not saying to us, 
each of you, do your thing and try 
to get along. He is saying, 'It is 
time to do my thing. Take these 
keys - a Gospel that is true, a love

separately what he was doing. 
“One said he making five 
dollars a day. Another replied that 
he was cutting stone. The third 
said he was building a cathedral. 
The difference was not in what

was

a
new

they were actually doing, although 
the spirit of the third might quite 
possibly have made him the more 
expert at his task.
“They were all earning the same 
wage; they were all cutting stone; 
but only 
that he was helping build a great 
edifice. Life meant more to him

you face theas

a new

held it in his mindone

than to his fellow workmen, be- 
further and more

come.
cause he 
clearly'' (Omaha Bee).
May each of you see further and 

clearly through the eyes of

saw

more

CHRISTIAN ACADEMY _ JAP庭關
Serving the educational needs of the evangelical missionary 

munity throughout Japan, with students from 25 missions.
—一Sponsored by six mission boards: Christian Reformed，Conservative 
Baptist, Evangelical Covenant, The Evangelical Alliance Mission, Far 
Eastern Gospel Crusade, OMS International.

com-

Kindergarten through high school 
with boarding facilities.

* pray for the school, students, and 
staff

* help recruit staff • teachers, dorm 
parents, maintenance, etc.

* recruit student enrollment.
For information write to:
Christian Academy in Japan 
1-2-14 Shinkawa-cho 
Higashi Kurume-shi, Tokyo, 180-03 
Phone: 0424-71-0022

“Train up a child in 
the way he should go•…

Japan harvest No. 2 «& 3 198236



CAJ ESTABLISHES A SERVICE
FOR

OUTLYING MISSIONARY FAMILIES

The Christian Academy in Japan is looking optimistically into the future. 
Headmaster Claude Meyers shares one of the exciting horizons of service 
that CAJ has entered. Periodic workshops are being held at CAJ. Contact 
Dr. Meyers for full details.

CLAUDE MEYERS

at home and assuming the responsi
bility for their education. Because 
they do not live in close proximity to 
a school of their native language or 
there are other circumstances which 
mitigate against attending a school, 
these families depend on established 
correspondence 
types of study programs to lay the 
educational base for their children.

Christian Academy in Japan is 
in the midst of a study program 
designed to consider these circum
stances and to help meet the needs 
of outlying missionary families with 
educational needs. CAJ recognizes 
that it
missionary community here in Japan 
and that it has within its facilities 
and programs an abundance of 
resources which could contribute to 
the educational development of mis
sionary children in more remote 
areas.

The Board recently established 
the position of ''educational support 
services coordinator” and is actively 
looking for personnel to fill this 
position. An ''educational support 
services coordinator” would explore 
the educational needs of outlying 
missionary families and develop 
strategy to help meel the needs.

Under consideration already 
ideas which would make available

''Shirley, did the test materials 
arrive from the correspondence 
course for Stephen?”

‘kNo, honey, but I am expecting 
them any day. I mailed in the last 
set of classwork over two weeks ago. 
and I am concerned that Steve con
tinue to make progress. I do hope 
that these are the right kind of 
materials for him. I wonder if there 

other types of things that he 
should be studying.”

“Shirley, do you think that Steve 
is developing socially in the way that 
he should? He seldom has other 
children to play with in his 
language.”

“Honey, I think that you worry 
too much. We need to thank the 
Lord for bringing us to this part of 
Japan and for giving us such a good 
ministry. I’ll have to admit, though, 
that sometimes I. too. wonder about 
Sieve’s progress. If only there 
some person or other professionals 
who could .give 
or other positive direction.''

Perhaps, to many of you, the 
above is not an out-of-the-ordinary 
dialogue. There are numerous mis
sionary families living and working 
in Japan whose native language is 
not Japanese. Yet they 
sending their children to a Japanese 
elementary school or keeping them

resources such as library books or 
textual materials as well as the per
sonal expertise of the coordinator 
who would periodically visit either 
lhe individual families or clusters of 
families which might meet together 
in a satellite school situation.

Recently, an ad hoc committee， 
chaired by Sharon Hommes, met to 
lay the groundwork for this program. 
StafT and student representatives 
shared freely in 
storming and the outcome was to 
design a questionnaire for families in 
Japan concerning their needs and to 
set up a workshop in October to 
which interested persons could come 
and make positive suggestions to
ward program development.

This idea has been shared with the 
heads of
teachers to CAJ and has been 
ccived with considerable enthusiasm. 
A number of missions have indicated 
that they would be willing to support 
such a program with personnel 
it would further enhance their work 
in the more remote areas.

I believe the Lord has strategically 
placed CAJ here in the Tokyo area 
as a hub of service. As a hub is to 
a wheel, so CAJ can reach out to the 
outer rim of Greater Japan with 
spokes of service, 
and commitment. The Lord has

othercourses or

are
time of brain-a

own
established to serve thewas

which supplymissions
re-

were

asus some assurance

eitherare
arc communication.
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On a larger scale, all the mission
ary schools in Southeast Asia 
loosely affiliated through a mission
ary kids overseas schools (MKOS) 
organization. Christian Academy in 
Japan will host the annual 
ference in November with Dr. Roy 
Lowrie, president of the Association 
of Christian Schools International 
(ACSI)
Christian school administrators who 
are interested in participating in the 
conference should make contact with 
Dr. Claude Meyers, Headmaster, at 
Christian Academy in Japan, at their 
earliest

ministry program is to provide con
sultation services, resources, and 
expertise to already established out
lying schools which may request 
assistance.

Another need for the MK school 
situation in Japan is for increased 
communication and understanding. 
Parents need to be reassured that 
they are ‘‘not a lone man on an 
island” but that there are others 
sharing similar experiences. One goal 
of the support services program will 
be to facilitate that communication 
through a newsletter 
medium.

blessed the ministry of CAJ in 
numerous ways through the years, 
and this background lays a signif
icant foundation for the future. We 
cannot be satisfied to remain static 
or just maintain the status quo. The 
challenge to us today, as it was to 
Abraham long ago, is to be 
cutting edge of faith and to launch 
out believing that God will supply 
and that He will be true according to 
His Word.

Pray that the Lord will bring His 
chosen vessel to be the coordinator 
of this vital program.

Another aspect of the outreach

are

con-

theon

the keynote speaker.as

otheror
convenience.

at Christmas.Remember your friends with a gift subscription 
A handy subscription form is enclosed for your convenience.

Jaww 分A嫌 ST NEWS NEWSNEWSNEWS

CHRISTIAN ACADEMY IN 
JAPAN

''CAJ Enrollment on the Increase" 
The enrollment at Christian 

Academy in Japan for 1981-82 hit 
high of 296 students during late 

April and early May. This is an 
increase of nine over the previous 
year’s high enrollment mark.

"Moving Into the Future”
Recent remodeling was provided 

for the expansion of the library at 
Christian Academy in Japan to 
include
adjacent room has been appropriated 
and refurbished with carpeting, new 
book shelves, and storage cabinets 
to provide 
tional support services through both 
media/hardware and software. Con
sultant Jane Prestabek has provided 
energy and ideas to motivate total 
staff interest in the project.

CAJ's recent information-gather
ing questionnaire has been fruitful 
and indicates considerable interest 
and support for the proposed educa
tional support services program. The 
potential of this support ministry to 
parents working in areas away from 
established schools is exciting. It 
holds potentially significant impact 
on total missionary involvement and 
effectiveness in Japan.

Looking closer to home, efforts 
proceeding to provide 

to the immediate area around CAJ. 
Betty Turner is scheduled to conduct 
a class on how to learn and remember 
kanji. Interested people should in
quire in the office for details.

media center. Ana new
a

new thrust in instruc-a

'"CAJ Commencement.1982’’ 
Thirty-seven students were honor

ed at the 28th Annual Commence
ment Exercises held 
Auditorium of Christian Academy 
in Japan
brings to 770 the number of students 
trained at CAJ and launched into a 
productive life of service to the Lord 
and community. Jeffrey Taylor de
livered the Valedictory Address and 
Lucien Kress and Michael Magee 
shared the honor of being 
Salutatorians. The first Annual 
Howard Blair Scholarship Award of 
U.S. S500 was given to Nathan Allen 
and the CAJ Honor Award 
given to Timothy Turner, outgoing 
student body president. The 
mencement address was delivered by 
Rev. Robert Boardman.

are services
thein

Friday, June 4. This *'Missionary Support’’
A min卜conference center is avail

able at Christian Academy in Japan 
for small group meetings, accom
modating as many as 12 people.1 his 
is possible since the unused former 
boys'dormitory has been refurbished 
into updated transit 
are adjacent to a large meeting area. 
Until Christmas, this center will be 
used by TEAM Hostel as they await 
the construction and completion of 
their new living facility.

on

* ‘Century/4 Librarian '
June Habbestad has completed 25 

years of laithful service to Christian 
Academy in Japan. She was honored 
at the recently held Commencement 
Exercises by a gift from the Board. 
She is best remembered by her 
presence in the library, her work with 
school dramatic productions, and 
with the production of the annual 
Alumni News.

whichco rooms

was

com-
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JAPANESE SCHOOL:

A VIABLE OPTION
VERNADENE HECK

KAY SHADE
The editor has asked two mothers who sent their children to Japanese 

schools to frankly share their observations. For a related subject read the 
arric/c by CAJ's headmaster. Dr. Claude Meyers.

In the past missionaries’ children 
often went to their homeland at 
early age to be educated. That 
changed
schools in foreign lands and 
respondence courses became 
available. Today, for elementary- 
school-aged children, in the cultured 
land of Japan, 
viable option: the public schools of 
our own neighborhoods.

Since each has weaknesses, 
single option is right for all children. 
As one individual, with limited 
perience (but a positive experience), 
I would like to share a little of what 
we did when we opted for Japanese 
school.

We considered the plusses of the 
neighborhood school. し ike any 
parents, we wanted our children with 
us as long as possible, but,…not at 
ANY cost. There is a price to pay 
when sending a child away: there is 
also a price to pay when using 
nearby school that is not ideally 
suited to a child. The price differs 
with families, with children within 
families, and with the various school 
situations that are available (board
ing school as well as neighborhood 
school).

Yochicn went well for our oldest 
child during language school days, 
so we chose to continue in Japanese 
school, evaluate along the way, and 
make changes if that became neces
sary. Sending a child away can some
times be a traumatic experience. 
Keeping a child at home, observing 
his progress, and taking steps to 
correct problems as they might arise 
seemed safer to us.

In addition to quality education. 
Japanese schools offered our children 
opportunities to develop socially and 
culturally. Study by correspondence 
is excellent in many ways. But how

does a child learn to get along with 
peers; function in a group: compete 
in sports; and (when parents aren’t 
equipped) develop in ihc 
art. music and scientific experimen
tation?

Who has struggled with this 
Japanese language and not wished 
he were bilingual from childhood? 
What better way is there than to 
learn it naturally like the Japanese 
themselves! It is unfortunate some 
were born and raised in this land and 
can’t speak Japanese as well as their 
Japanese peers can speak English.

We all feel there are situations in 
which
always be foreigners. But daily life 
can be more pleasant if our children 
feel good about being here, because 

.they “fit” a little better than wc do. 
Most children are flexible and can

CUSTOMS
We celebrated the major American 

holidays in traditional ways. We 
discouraged activities directly 
nected to Japanese religions (attend
ance at temple festivals, etc.) We 
basically lived American-style: in 
our home furnishings, our dress, and 
eating habits.

an

American boarding ofas areas con-cor-
morc

have a furtherwe

no WAY OF LIFE
We encouraged individuality, even 

when this meant trying something 
new at the risk of being different or 
of making 
laughed at (something Japanese 
don’t usually do). We taught 
American etiquette (especially gen
tlemanly ways toward girls since 
boys are usually favored in Japan). 
We emphasized complete honesty 
(counteracting Japanese evasiveness 
and face-saving).

ex

mistake and beingajust don’t “fit”. We willwe

quickly adapt to the surroundings of 
public school.

I could go but this is enough 
for you to see that there can be 
benefits from Japanese school. Alter 
deciding to try it. 
necessary to make concerted and 
continuous effort to ensure our 
children’s Americanism. It is likely 
they will return to their homeland 
and they must be prepared to func
tion well there, too. Practically 
speaking, here are some of the things 
we did:

a on.

EDUCATION
We taught our children to read in 

English before they were exposed to 
the Japanese written language in 
order to establish the left-right, hand- 
eye coordination necessa 
skilled reading and writing.

complete English curriculum by 
correspondence, teaching the chil
dren an hour every morning before 
school (when they were at their best). 
We kept them 
their English studies, emphasizing 
the language arts. Japanese schools 
teach the basics in most courses and 

taught mostly the English 
vocabulary for those courses. Where 
content differs, children handling 
their own language well, will fill in 
the gaps soon after making the switch 
to American school.

felt it waswc

forlry
We used

a

LANGUAGE
We spoke only English in the 

home. We watched English broad
casts on TV. We read many kinds 
of American books. The children 
often listened to English recordings 
of stories and songs while playing 

going to sleep. We required our 
children to play with English-speak
ing children whenever possible.

grade ahead inone

we

or
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speak to each other in English at 
home (to our occasional discomfort 
since they quarreled more politely 
in Japanese).

2. First grade in English,
sary to establish reading.

3. English reading continued, and 
English studies done sporadically. 
We always tried to get spelling books 
for the children for every grade. The 
reading has never been forced but 
encouraged with lots of English 
books at their level. One daughter 
read through the child's encyclopedia 
(15 volumes). She still loves to collect 
facts. Another read Gisell’s Institute 
of Child Behavior in first grade, 
rarely on recommended readings for 
children though valuable for.parents’ 
sanity. We always read to 
children until they got to the stage 
where they could read more quickly 
silently.

As enthusiastic 
Japanese school 
that not every child 
through with self-respect intact. Our 
oldest girl did well, but for our 
second daughter it was a disaster 
We had to take her out in 3rd grade. 
In looking back, I wish we would 
have asked for her 1st and 2nd grade 
teacher to continue to be her teacher 
for 3rd and 4th grades (the teacher 
has a class for two consecutive years). 
If your child tends to be emotional 
and very creative the Japanese school 

be stifling. The more even dis
position a child has the easier he will 
find Japanese school.

A few other things 
learned:

The Religious Question. In 
experience (10 years, two schools) 
there has been no problem. The 
closest to a problem 
when one daughter's art class was to 
make o"//んoy/" (portable shrines) and 
parade with them 
grounds. My daughter suggested to 
her group that they put no Toni on 
their structure so they didn't. None 
of our children have ever been taken 
to a shrine nor has anything religious 
been taught in class, to our knowl
edge. A very few folktales 
included in the reading books (per
haps one per year?) but are of the 
sort that you can view as a family on 
TV,
Children will run into religious situa
tions when visiting other children's 
homes, so explain to them the mean
ing of the butsu(km and god shelf. 
Children can teach their friends
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We hated to send her away. 
Perhaps subconsciously I 
bered the words and face of the 
English headmistress who had visited 
us in Karuizawa. Retired, she could 
look back on a long line of girls, 
among them many missionary 
daughters, who had passed through 
her school. “Keep them home with 
you，’’ she said. “Better a deficient 
education and your children home•” 

The International School was pos
sible but, we felt, too far away and 
very expensive (we did use this school 
later for one of our children from 
grades 3-5). With a baby and a 3 
year old I didn't see how I’d have 
the time, strength 
teach a full 
then, wouldn’t the child be lonely, 
cut off from her peers? So we opted 
for Japanese school, after much 
prayer and discussion with our 
friends. Our “senior missionaries,” 
the Springers，were very supportive. 
Other things that influenced us were: 
Pam’s reading ability in English: 
she would not be going in cold since 

had continued her Japanese 
lessons while she was in American 
school;a young Japanese Christian 
who spoke English was assigned to 
the very school Pam would attend, 
and, yes, she would teach first and 
second grades. (Miss Aoyama also 
attended our church and corrected

We benefitted over-all by 
experience. However, we do not re
commend the neighborhood school 
for everybody. There were difficulties 
along 
fewer
had we done it another way. We may 
never know to what extent our chil
dren might have been adversely 
affected, but right 
to be well adjusted in American 
school and the plusses far outweigh 
any minuses.

our
remem-

the way. For us, they were 
than there might have been

neces-

theynow seem

Vemadene Heck

patience to 
at home. And
or

course
our

we are about 
are also aware 

make it

as
we

can

we

WHO EATS THE WHALES 
IN JAPAN

We never intended to send 
children to Japanese school. Yochien, 
yes, but after that we felt the educa
tion should be in English, the child's 
mother tongue. But we did want our 
children to learn Japanese well， 
written and spoken. Accordingly, 
after language school and yochien, 
including 
English kindergarten, we moved to 
a midway point, midway between a 
military school and 
planting area, and our daughter had 
her first grade in English. That was 
good for her but not so good for the 
work. We realized we had to move 
to where we were working. At that 
time we had the following options:

1) send Pam to boarding school 
(close enough for weekends 
home)

2) send her to 
School1J hrs. distant by train

3) teach her at home
4) send her to Japanese school,a 

10-minutc walk, and supple
ment with English at home.

my husband’s sermons and became 
very good friend). We sent away 

for a correspondence course and 
found that by trimming all but the 
essentials we could get Pam’s work 
done in

cana
our

havewe
hour a day 

less, though she read constantly in 
English. I gave up sending her work 
back and forth to be graded in the 
States because an early letter to the 
correspondence school brought back 
a reply from her teacher containing 
seven (7) grammatical and/or spel
ling errors! My husband taught Pam 
her 2nd grade phonics since I am 
extremely poor in that area and I 
concentrated

.sometimesan
our

we came was
shortened version ofa

the schoolon
churchour

English, spelling.
fairly

on
writing, etc. I think 
faithful for part of the school year 
but finally abandoned formal English 
teaching altogether, with exceptions:

1.English only to be spoken at 
home and elsewhere unless it

we were

arc

International seemed discourteous.
We have met others who say they 

have this rule but whose children 
look blank when addressed in 
English but who respond quickly to 
Japanese. We insisted our children

e.g. Nihon Mukashi Banashi.an
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about our wonderful God. Some
times after these talks their friends 
have come to us. and sometimes the 
parents have come.

Class Meetings (Konclankai). At- 
many of these as possible. 

They are held 4-5 times a year. The 
first hour is class observation (math 
or science or whatever the teacher

gone into the last quarter of 5th at 
CAJ. Our 4th daughter we hope can 
stay in through 5th grade.

I think those of us who have placed 
our children in Japanese school feel 
the benefits far outweigh ihe losses. 
They ; 
though
natural place for children. They feel 
at home in Japan, the place we have 
made our home and where they will 
live until college. A width of sym
pathy and understanding for another 
culture and race is not a mean

60-80 = B, below 60 = C. Warn 
your child that grading is different 
in English schools since they will 
tend to feel smug with an 82 and 
content with a 65.

Subjects•• Kokugo、Japanese lan
guage Probably will be the toughest 
for your child. All else hinges on it. 
For those of us who grew up bored 
with Dick, Jane and Spot, the stories 

unusually good and sensitive 
even in 1st grade. A tutor is often 
worthwhile during the first 2 years 
for this subject.

Math. Usually taught interesting
ly. A year ahead of English schools. 
Multiplication tables forward and 
backward must be learned in 2nd 
grade, and can be said much more 
rapidly than in English, thus 
maining in use long after Japanese 
school.

Science. Experiments from 1st 
grade. Watching flowers grow, mak
ing dyes from flowers, use of mag
nets. Delightful.

Social Studies. Very thorough 
from 1st grade and interesting to 
Japanese but our girls found a little 
dull.

tend as
with us. poor parents 
may be at times, the

arc
we

decides) and then follows a meeting 
with the other mothers when usually 
the teacher talks interminably and 
other discussion follows that. I go 
armed with my dictionary and sit 
beside a friendly mother who helps 
dispel the fog when the discussion is 
beyond my level. You can talk with 
the teacher for

are

attainment. Fluency in a very difficult 
language is not to be despised. In 
spite of initial problems when 
entering the English school system, 
all those who had gone to Japanese 
school were thankful they had, 
cording to a recent poll Pam took 
at CAJ. I think they respect the 
Japanese 
Japanese respect them more.

need to keep in 
mind that every problem that arises 
when

re-
few minutesa on

these occasions, but don’t expect 
privacy. Usually once a year there 
will be an opportunity for a private 
talk. These class meetings are good 
opportunities to make friends, and 

completely separate from the 
real power-structure in the

re- ac-

and likewise themore
are
PTA.
school. The P stands for mothers

Then I think wea

since the President, a man, is only 
figurehead. PTA 
consuming but perhaps worthwhile. 
I have had a number of Japanese 
friends tell me to avoid it.

Kynishoku. Started after the war to 
feed Japanese children at least 
good meal 
lunch program is very convenient for 
Japanese housewives. Cost: about 
¥3,000 monthly. A menu is given to 
each household with protein, 
bohydrate and vitamin content de
tailed for each meal. Unfortunately 
the food has rarely delighted 
children’s palates. How happy our 
girls would have been with a peanut 
butter sandwich! (Amy’s teacher, 
who visited us yesterday, confessed 
that she hated kyilshoku as a child 
because of the odor of the milk.

English
school after going to Japanese school 
is not necessarily the fault of the 
Japanese school system. A grand
parent or great-grandparent may be 
the cause. (Of course not the mother 
or father!)

Fitting In in general. Mnally 
need ask ourselves exactly what 
we want our children to fit in to. If

child entersa a an
be very lime-can

Taiiku. Gym. Your long-legged 
youngsters will probably excel here. 
The change into shirt and shorts is 
made in class (turn your back and 
avert your eyes).

Art. Lapped up. Many mediums, 
many forms. Save small jars and 
boxes.

Fitting into English School after 
Japanese. This in itself could be 
whole article. Wc heard dire pre
dictions. I think it 
sometimes. Our own daughter said 
it took her about two years to 
really like CAJ, but she doesn't 
know how much of that is due 
to the school, her 
personality. Japanese children 
not as sophisticated 
The Japanese language is much more 
emotionally descriptive than English, 
but not as clear. Depending on the 
length of time in school and the 
contact with foreigners, the transi
tion can be easy 
parents we need to decide at what 
stage the child’s social, and educa
tional benefits necessitate the switch. 
Our oldest girl went through 5th 
grade, entering CAJ at Junior high 
level. The 2nd daughter only went 
through half of 3rd grade, then going 
to Yokohama International School, 
and at 6th grade to CAJ. Our 3rd 
girl finished 4th grade, and has just

one
day this subsidized wea

we say, American society, we must 
qualify that 
“Christian America” would need 
defining. A specific school? A specific 
job? I went to at least nine different 
schools before college (two colleges, 
two Bible schools) and each one was 
a culture unto itself. Even now when 
we go on furlough, fm not sure I 
“fit in’’！ Let’s not worry too much 
about this aspect of social 
formity. A far greater 
fitting into a good church situation, 
both here and in the homeland.

I hope this article will encourage 
some younger missionaries to try 
Japanese school. It can be done suc
cessfully and thus churches can be 
established in areas where no English 
school facilities are available.

Christians. Evenascar-

a
our

be badcan

age, and her 
are

American.

con-
isreconstructed, powdered skim, do

nated by the US government!). 
Classes eat lunch together with the 
teacher in the classroom. Style is 
neither Japanese (rice is only 

month) nor Western, though milk 
given daily. And if, 

when reading the papers you have 
wondered what happens to 

Japan’s harvest of whales that 
provokes such

can rest assured that the

concern
as

once
a
and bread are

difficult. Asor
ever

Kay Shade
international out-an

cry, you
whales go to a good 
feeding of the school children.

Grading. There are 3 grades. A, B 
and C. Or Yoi, Futsii' and Mo sukoshi

thecause:

gambarimasho. Equivalent to Good, 
Average and Failing. 80100 A.
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OKINAWA
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL

く i
Okinawa is a remote island for most of the JEM A missionaries, including 

the editor. Paul uieschen shares what bod is doing at Okinawa Christian 
； School. Perhaps reading tms article will encourage some missionary family 

to 50H* the seed of God’s Word in Okinawa.

PAUL GIESCHEN

fiercest battles of World War II. This 
location provides a commanding 
view of the surrounding urban areas 
and the South China Sea. Being in 
the south central part of Okinawa, 
OCS is near the larger centers of 
population and convenient to the 
American military bases as well.

Second Decade
Some ten years later, the campus 

had begun to look like a “real” 
school and a permanent place of 
ministry. The physical plant itself 
now included a three-story elemen
tary wing, a two-story high school 
wing, a high school library, a science 
lab, and a multi-purpose gymna
sium. The current administration 
building was dedicated in the spring 
of 1976.

As the physical aspects of the 
school grew, so, too, did the concept 
and vision oi its ministry. Estab
lished originally to meet the needs 
of the “MKs,” the idea to extend the 
outreach to the many other national

ities living in Okinawa quickly 
followed. With the constant under
girding of prayer, the character of 
OCS evolved. As the Okinawan 
students were incorporated into the 
student body, the language barriers 
became obvious. In an undaunted 
manner that has become typical of 
OCS,
school, English 
guage program came into existence. 
The Japanese community is the 
major participant in the ESL pro
gram, but people from other lan
guage groups are always welcome, 
too.

Good stories always begin the 
same way, so…Once upon a time 
(actually it 
some missionaries 
from the United States to work 
among the Okinawans. Their work 
was progressing well, but alas! alas! 
a dark cloud hovered on the horizon. 
How, when, where and at what cost 
could their children get an educa
tion?

1957)，there were 
who had come

was

elementary, then a high 
Second Lan-

an
as a

A Small Beginning

Planning, investigating, talking, 
and much prayer brought about the 
birth of OKINAWA CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL Eleven students and one 
teacher, Mrs. Austin, began classes 
in a tool shed owned by a construc
tion company. But the tool shed soon 
became too small, and the next 
‘‘home，，for OCS was a quonset hut 
in the Camp Kuwae area. It was not 
exactly beautiful，but it served the 
purpose.

In 1962，land was purchased 
“Hacksaw Ridge’’，site of one of the

What about the hundreds of 
students who have passed through 
the doors of OCS in these past 
twenty-five years? What has the 
school done for them? Since its 
inception the purpose of OCS has 
been to educate the whole person 
mentally, physically, socially, and 
spiritually - and to do this within 
Christian context. THIS IS STILL 
OUR AIM AND PURPOSE!

a
on
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the flowers of her bouquet to all 
the little children gathered around; 

Dedication of the new classroom 
building in the Fall of 1981;

Tired muscles and sore feet at the 
end of the annual thirty kilometer 
Walk-A-Thon;

A special offering taken spontane
ously to help a family in an emer
gency.
We invite you to become part of 

the OCS story: Come visit us and 
consider the expansion of your mis
sion outreach to include the prefec
ture of Okinawa, knowing that it 
will always be the desire of OKI
NAWA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL to 
continue to provide quality educa
tion to the children of the missionary 
community. Or maybe you see your
self at OCS as a teacher or staff 
member.

Address all inquiries to:
Okinawa Christian School 
P.O. Box 42
Urasoe Shi, Okinawa Ken 901- 
21 Japan

“Finally, brethren, pray for 
that the Word of the Lord may 
spread rapidly and be glorified, just 

it did also with you.” II Thess.

OCS Today you truly have a quality product. 
Such an effort is, indeed, an effective 
ministry and outreach in Christ’s 
name.

Does OCS

And what of today? The Spring, 
1982，enrollment is 325，consisting 
of missionary children, mixed racial 
children (who 
attend the Japanese schools or the 
American Department of Defense 
schools), Japanese, Chinese， 
Koreans, and some children of U.S. 
military personnel. The thirty-mem
ber faculty is made up of missionary 
and locally hired teachers who 
present a variety of evangelical 
denominations.

100 per cent? 
No - that would turn our story into 
a fairy tale. But we do have some
thing special to offer every child 
who comes to us; and with each 
child also comes a family or guardian 
and the further opportunity to share 
and reach into areas where Christ is 
not yet known.

Some of the former students have 
done well, others are struggling, but 
none have passed through OCS 
without hearing the gospel and with
out having the opportunity to 
ceive a quality education.

OCS at its best is - 
Three elementary students accepting 

Christ at camp;
Graduates entering college with the 

desire to return and teach at OCS; 
Japanese parents learning about 

Jesus through the Christmas pro
gram, English classes, and Inter
national church services;

A graduate maintaining a 4.0 grade 
average at the University of 
Kansas;

The Homecoming Queen passing out
000000000<

score
not allowed toare

re-

The comprehensive program of 
OCS includes interscholastic sports 
competition, choir, private 
lessons (voice, piano), Bible clubs 

the junior high and high school 
level, and special interest clubs such 
as chess and ping pong.

But the curriculum, the physical 
plant, and the varied program 
not the total picture. Take these 
things, however, and undergird them 
with prayer, a God-given vision, a 
dedicated faculty and staff, 
petent administration, a loving and 

for others, fairly

re-music

on

are
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genuine
administered discipline, support 
from triends in the U.S. - and then,

concern
as
3:1

CHRISTIAN CENTER BOOKSTORE - Box 14, Kanoya, Kagoshima 893
(To order in the USA write: GO YE BOOKS,1A3 Ave Cota, San Clemente CA 92672)

8 TEXTS FOR YOUR ENGLISH BIBLE CLASSES
IN ORDER OF DJTFFJCひ！• JAPANESE TRANSLATION UNDER EACH LINE. By MARK MAXEY
1. ¥1500 YOUR GOOD WORDS ABC BOOK - Very large pages, words and letters.
2. ¥ 300 BASIC COURSE - Simple Bible Stories ?i exercises based oo Bible people.
3. ¥ 600 -JESUS - 26 LESSON ON THE LIFE OF CHRIST - Each lesson based on one pic

ture of Life of Christ Pfcture Ro1 V. Now avaTlable in slides. ¥5200 per set.
4. ¥ 200 .12 WEEK COURSE - Basics of the faith. Practice on difficult sounds.
5. ¥ 600 .50 LESSONS IN LUKE - Entire Gospel•Easy & hard sections each lesson.
6. ¥ 800 .24 WEEK COURSE - General introduction to the Bible & Christian faith.
7. ¥ 500石UIDE TO CHRIST, THE CHURCH AND THE CHRISTIAN LIFE with charts.
8. ¥1200 -35 LESSONS IN ACTS ~

!

Biblical-Historical-Advanced -1 Year Course

READY!1983 CHRISTIAN WITNESS WATCH BAND CALENDARS - ¥300 EACH...........hs designated by numbers so readable by allpture verse on each. An ideal gift for your 
friends here and abroad. Slip your own personal message in the plastic envelope 
with each calendar.Discount for quantity orders.Send stamped envelope for sample.

Features the "Christian Family". Mont A calendar for each month with a sen

YAMS FOR YOUR THANKSGIVING AND CHRISTMAS DINNERS
Shipped November 15 and December 15. Write or phone for explanatory postcard.

PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE POSTAGE• CATALOGUE AVAILABLEORDER BY PHONE OR BY MAIL.
PAYING YOUR BILL: Try PO Furikae - Kagoshima //0-4384 
OR bank transfer: Kagoshima Bank,Nishihara， Koza 238 Phone: 09944-2-4444
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The use of Galatians 3.28 does not 
do away with man’s specific 
sponsibilities within the body of 
Christ. All are free and all are one, 
but all
authorities in the performance of 
daily or regular duties - children to 
parents, employees to employers, 
citizens to ruler,
(Ephesians 5 & 6), and younger to 
the elder.(1 Peter 5.5)

The facts of life are that someone 
is still in charge. There must be 
order, responsibility and propriety 
(1 Corinthians 14.40). If the Pres
ident of the King happens to be a 
Christian it means that in our stand
ing before the living God he and I 
are one, yes - but it does not give 
me license or freedom (though I 
free) to escape my responsibility to 
him as an obedient citizen-subject.

I cannot use the fact of our stand
ing before God as an excuse for 
taking over his responsibilities 
of disobeying him. This would lead 
to anarchy. So also I see of no way 
to misread the clear teaching of the 
Scriptures that 
subjection to 
usurp authority over man even 
though we are one in Christ and 
free.

used to attempt to justify 
being able to lead men are passages 
that confirm that they should not 
lead, when capable men are present. 
He says that “they (women) 
involved in each of the major prob
lems listed’’ …

Although our Lord Jesus Christ 
had great compassion upon and 
understanding of 
though they were an invaluable part 
of his retinue of followers - and even 
though certain of these women were 
more faithful than the disciples, 
following him all the way to the 
cross
ordained the Twelve there was no 

among them. (Mark 3.13-

women
re

still in subjection towere are

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

women to men
and al-women

nevertheless, when JesusThe editor wishes to thank the 
many who took time to respond to 
Dr. Philip Payne s article ( Vol. 31. 
No. 4). Two letters w ith pro and con 
views will bring this topic to a close.

woman
19)

It would, by present day Western 
cultural reasoning, be logical to say 
that because those women who 
followed
were more faithful, they should be 
given preference in ordination over 
the Twelve. The Scripture does not 
reveal or teach this.

As Christian missionaries we often 
mix our own cultural trends, tradi
tions and backgrounds into the 
message we attempt to present to the 
people to whom we have been sent. 
Payne has 
society that is in the process of rev
olutionizing the place of 
1 he degrees to which we as mission
aries are influenced by 
cultures are many and varied.

But these cultural trends and 
cycles
and like the waves of the sea are 
never stable. What is culturally 
popular and “in” today can be 
anathema tomorrow. Only the 
changing Word of God gives 
stable message that transcends cul
tures and cultural trends. For Payne 
to attempt to make the lucid Word 
of God say what it clearly does not 
say is tampering with the holy 
Scriptures.

His treatment ofl Timothy 3.1-13 
seems to be a desperate attempt to 
“detoxify” the unpopularity of its 
unimpeachable teaching. Both posi
tions of spiritual leadership, 
seers and deacons, state clearly that 
they should be “the husband of one 
wife.” How can 
husband of one wife?

The favorite verse of all advocates 
of women in church leadership is 
Galatians 3.28 and Philip Payne, 
again, I’m sure in all sincerity, does 
not fail to conclude with this portion.

am
Ed.

Saviour to the crossour

or

Dear Editor,
Regarding Philip Payne’s article. 

Women in Church Leadership,1 
Timothy 2.11-3.13 Reconsidered, is 
it possible that for almost two thou
sand years Christians have been 
reading their Bibles in error? and 
that after a seven year study by one 
man, we have now received true 
enlightenment? I hardly think so.

With due respect for Payne’s 
efforts, they boil down to another 
attempt to “culturize” the New 
Testament. That is, he attempts to 
make these passages that run counter 
to the popular trends of today a 
cultural issue that does not apply 
to present day “enlightened” and 
“advanced” cultures compared with 
those of New Testament times.

One of the most unpopular matters 
of the present age is to believe and 
stand upon the doctrine that in 
spiritual matters women are to be 
in subjection to men. This is not to 
in any way infer that 
inferior to men, but rather that in 
God’s divine order man is to be the 
head of women, just as Christ is the 
head of the church, his body. 
(Ephesians 5.21-33)

Despite Payne’s sincere attempts 
to culturize the passages he deals 
with, I cannot see how he can escape 
the fact in Scripture that God has 
not ordained women to assume 
spiritual leadership over men. In 
fact some of the very passages he

is to be inwoman 
man and is not to

from Westerncome a
Sincerely yours, 
Robert Boardmanwomen.

Dear Mr. Buss,
Thanks for publishing Dr. Philip 

Payne’s article, “Women in Church 
Leadership.” It is the best I have 
seen for sound exegesis.

As a single 
pushed by God into a preaching 
pastoral ministry, the only encour
agement I have received from most 
men missionaries is，“I guess there 
aren’t enough men around to do the 
job.” - which makes me feel second- 
rate and in times of felt weakness 
cry out - ‘‘What am I supposed to 
be doing then? Praying to God to 
send me a husband?’’

Those who have been encourage
ments to me have been Japanese 
elderly men who have been humble 
enough to sit under the ministry of 
a mere woman. I think they 
ognize that after all it is the authority 
of the Word - not male or female.

our own

fickle, always changingare

woman missionary

un-
us a

women are

over-
rec-

be thea woman
Dr. Payne’s article has given 

greater confidence that what God 
has pushed me into is “according to 
His Word” and not contrary to it 
as many suppose.

me

Ikuye Uchida 
JAPAN HARVEST / No. 2 & 3-198244



SEISHO

O YOMU KAI”

PHYLLIS JENSEN

H J
The editor has asked Phyllis Jensen to interview leaders in Japan’s 

version of The Neighborhood Bible Studies with the hope that this approach 
to Bible study may find even w ider application in Japan.

Seisho O Yomu Kai is an organiza
tion which is publishing guides to be 
used for small group discussion-type 
Bible studies. At present the guides 
are translations of the Neighborhood 
Bible Studies of the United States 
which
Kunz and Catherine Schell. The staff 
of Seisho O Yomu Kai holds work
shops and gives training in their 
recommended method to those in
terested. The address is 2-1-20 Tama- 
fiawa Gakuen, Machida Shi, Tokyo 194 
or POB 5S. Machida Shi. Tokyo 194. 
Question: Let’s start at the beginning 

when and how did Seisho O 
Yonw Kai begin?

Answer: Virginia Bowen, associate 
staff with Kirisuto Gakusci Kai: 
In 1970, Lorraine Fleischman and 
I started a Bible study for four 
ladies who had recently found the 
Lord. We had used various guides 
and texts, but then we finally began 
to use the Neighborhood Bible 
Studies guide 
Mark. We translated the lessons 
week by week. When the group 
grew to twelve, 
them to divide into two groups. 
Reluctantly they did this, but very 
quickly they admitted that study
ing in small groups was much bet
ter. Each member could partic
ipate twice as often and that 
increased their interest in the 
study. Then, it was time for a short 
furlough for us, 
into teaching them how to lead

JAPAN HARVEST / No. 2 & 31982

the groups themselves. So, for the 
three months we were gone, they 
rotated leadership. When 
turned we found them even more 
enthusiastic and involved in the 
studies. Thus, without our de
signing or planning, we had found 
how effective the method of NBS 
is here in Japan. And in a new 
way we were free to teach and 
train others. The word of the 
guides and method began to get 
around, and soon our time began 
to be completely occupied with 
just translating, publishing, and 
helping groups to start and 
couraging the existing groups. 
Three years ago wc formed a board 
of directors. We've been working 
with SYK now for thirteen years. 
I can say, now I’m more convinced 
than ever that the method works 
here in Japan.

Question: The next question has to 
be. what is this method?

Answer: Lorraine rleischman, also 
of KGK and co-worker with 
Virginia Bowen: Before I give the 
method, which really Virginia has 
already presented in essence, I'd 
like to say that our aims arc the 
same as all evangelical mission 
groups, that is, to present the 
claims of Jesus Christ and to 
ground the believer in the Word. 
But beyond this, we also have a 
particular burden to help the be
liever reach his family and neigh
borhood with the gospel. It seems

evident that presently the profes
sional Christian worker here in 
Japan has been given the 
sponsibility of evangelism, and as 

result the average Christian 
lacks confidence in reaching out. 
Wc hope to give him a tool 
method of sharing his iauh.

But, back to the method. First, 
suggest that the Bible be 

studied, using the questions writ
ten in the guide, by a small group 
which, ideally, meets in the homes 
of the members. The guides are 
questions only. The 
not in lhe back of the book or in 
the teacher’s head, but in the 
passage itself which is under study. 
The questions lead the reader to 
first see what is written (observa- 
lion). then to understand what it 
means (interpretation), and finally 
to apply it personally (applica
tion). This is the inductive method 
wmch puts the emphasis on what 
the Word says rather than 
what the teacher says il says. It 
also makes use of the fact that

we re- rc-

a

co-authored by Marilynare a

wc

answers arc
en-

the Gospel of、 onon

when a person discovers for him
self and shares this discovery, he 
will remember 90°〈，•八 person who 
only listens will probably relain 
only 10% of what he hears. There
fore

encouragedwe

feel that studying in
the learn-

we a
small group 
ing and participation of each 
member. Second, we recommend 
that each member of the group 
take

maximizes

we launchedso
turn leading the study.a
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tainly are happy that the women 
of Japan have the time, the habit 
and the liberty to study outside 
the home, and so we do capitalize 

that. But, we do know of 
groups of married couples, groups 
of office workers, and many 
groups of students who 
using SYK guides and methods.

Question: Next thing that I’ve been 
wondering about - Do you work 
only outside the church?

Answer: Miss Yoko Takahashi, staff: 
No, no. Many churches are using 
the guides within their regular 
church meetings, such as young 
people’s, ladies’ meeting 
prayer meeting. One church 
know of that has 
45 coming to reihai, has an average 
of 22 coming to prayer meeting. 
At prayer meeting they divide 
into groups and use SYK guides 
for 45 minutes of study. Some of 
the enthusiasm for prayer meeting, 
we feel safe to assume, comes from 
the fact that everyone is digging 
into the Word and applying it to 
his own life. Then in another 
church we know about, they 
the guides twice a month in their 
ladies’ meeting. For those two 
weeks, they meet in seven homes. 
The other two weeks they meet 
in the church for prayer and 
traditional meeting. But because 
they are meeting in the believers’ 
homes, it provides an easier way 
for new people to join a group.

Questions: Do you have statistics on 
how many groups are using SYK 
guides?

Answer: Miss Kazuko Takahashi, 
staff: Not really. Our guides 
available in most bookstores, and 
since no one joins or comes under 
direct supervision of SYK, we 
have no way of knowing who or

Rotating the role of “question 
asker” assures that the group does 
not become ‘‘Mrs. Tanaka’s 
group.” Each member under
stands also the value of being a 
good participant and having ad
equate preparation. The、‘question 
asker” is not to be confused with 
the spiritual leaders of the group. 
Obviously the Christians in the 
group have the responsibility for 
the spiritual welfare of each 
member.

Questions: Now. let’s get down to 
details. How big is small? What 
is an ideal group?

Answer: Mrs. Aiko Yamada, Chair
man of the board of directors and 
one of the members of the first 
group: We recommend a group of 
from four to eight people. When 
the group grows to eight, the 
participation is limited and little 
by little the aggressive members 
of the group are monopolizing the 
study. The group should be small 
enough so that each one feels free 
to share. In a larger group also 
there is a lesser degree of com
mitment so that attendance is 
more irregular and preparation 
is less thorough.

it works out?
Answer: Mrs. Kitashi Miyashita: 

Well, that's what happened to me. 
As 1 was studying Mark in a small 
group, I trusted Christ as my 
Savior. At the time I was having 
the usual stresses of living with 
my mother-in-law. I asked her if 
she would like to study with me, 
and she was willing. So we studied 
together and I had the great joy 
of leading her to the Lord. She is 
now in another group and a 
member of our church.
Mrs. Mieko Ikeda: I, too, found 
the Lord in a SYK Bible study 
group. In time, I wanted to share 
what I had found to be a whole 
new life. Since my first son was 
a thalidomide baby born with
out ears, I was in contact with 
many sorrowing mothers 
I started having Bible studies 
with them. And many of them in 
turn have found the Lord.

Question: Can you tell me now who 
all of you are?

Answer: L. Fleischman: Well, we are 
the working committee which 
oversees the entire work of SYK. 
We meet monthly to 
has been going on in the various 
committees, such 
follow-up, finances and publicity. 
Then we make decisions and pray. 
Our group is comprised of four 
missionaries, two part-time staff 
and ten housewives. All of these 
women are active in groups 
their churches and have been

on

allare

or in
we

average ofan

so

use
whatreview

publishing,course, size is not the only 
factor. We suggest that at least 
50% of the group should be non- 
Christians. If they are outnum
bered they do not feel as comfort
able and therefore do not enter

Of as

a

into the study so readily. After 
the group gets under way, the 
unbelievers are confronted with 
the claims of the Word. Then they 
are in regular contact with Chris
tians who care for them and 
through this fellowship, they be
come open to the gospel and are 
ready to believe.

Question: In reality, is this the way

in

particularly strengthened by and 
helpful in the work of SYK.

Question: Pardon me for asking, but 
I get the feeling this is a women’s 
movement? Am I wrong?

Answer: V. Bowen: Only partly. 
Most of our groups are women, 
and

are

are all women. We cer-we
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Sponsors:
Karuizawa Union Church 

1T.E.A.M.

軽并沢日本語学校
亍389-01

TEL (0267‘U — 2 - J6CG

COURSE OF STUDY

* Basic Course
1st year JORDAN ("YALE”）text 
2nd year BRANNEN text

* Electives: Hymns, Newspaper,
Messages, Japanese Culture

KARUIZAWA SPECIALS

•Christian Teachers 
*Elementary School for M.K.’s 
*No commuting 
* Reasonable housing

Contact:
Miss Phyllis Chamberlain, 
Director

NOW
IN JAPANESE
NEIGHBORHOOD 

BIBLE STUDIES

how many are using guides. We 
do know 
copies of Mark and 7,500 of Acts. 
We do know that within 
particular sphere of Tokyo/ 
Yokohama there

Question: What plans do you have 
for the future?

Answers: V. Bowen: This year 
hope to have Four Men of God 
(Abraham. Joseph, Moses, David)

have sold 14,000we
we

our

more thanare in print. For 1983 we are planning 
on Psalm/Pro verbs and one other. 
Besides publishing though, 
trust to branch out more in terms 
of helping in areas besides our 
local Tokyo/Yokohama area. As 
time and money permit we would 
like to have

70 active groups. We also know 
there groups in Hokkaido, 
Osaka, Nagoya and points be
tween. Frankly, we’d like to have 
contact with other groups who 
are using SYK guides. We would 
be encouraged and we would like 
to send them our regular mailings. 
If they requested it, we could also 
possibly visit them to give help.

are we

BY
KUNZ AND SCHELL

meetings pre
senting the method and giving 
assistance to churches in starting 

groups. We feel we have
when

area

new a
great opportunity 
Japanese

now
open, more 

needy spiritually，and more eager 
do it themselves.”

Question: What guides are available?
Answer: Yoko Takahashi: Mark, 

Acts. I and II Peter, I John and 
James. Patterns for Living with 
God (studies of 12 OT characters) 
and How to Begin a Neighborhood 
Bible Study. All of these are 
available in English and Japanese 
and
through us or at any Christian 
bookstore.

are more

to

be purchased directlycan

For small group
discussion studies

MARK ¥300 
ACTS ¥500 

1 SL2 PETER ¥500 
1 JOHN a JAMES ¥400
PATTERNS FOR LIVING 

WITH GOD ¥300 
(12 O.T. character studies)

HOW TO START A NEIGHBORHOOD 
BIBLE STUDY ¥200

Order Japanese and/or English copies 
from

Seisho O Yomu Kai
P.O.BOX 58

Machida Shi, Tokyo194
Tel. (0427) 26-0424/ 25-5267

or
your Christian book store

JAPAN HARVEST No. 2 & 3 471982

Karuizawa Language School
1001 Koruiza^
Nogano-Ken#
Jopon 38^.



Jaww分麻ST BOOK REVIEW BOOK REVIEWBOOK REVIEW

Gaining Through Losing, Evelyn 
Christenson. Victor Books. Whea
ton. 111.

Evelyn Christenson visited Japan 
recently. Her message is that every
day hurts and crushing tragedies 
can be turned into unbelievable 
spiritual gains. Such setbacks 
death, separation, divorce, sickness, 
suffering, and financial loss 
used by God to make you spiritually 
richer.
So You’re the Pastor’s Wife. Ruth 
Senter. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

This is not a how-to-do-it manual. 
It is the story of a pastor’s wife who 
discovered that the Christian life is 
not performing, but being.

“And when all is said and done, 
what really matters is not to whom 
we are married 
happen to fill in life, but how 
respond to the life that God has 
set before us. Herein lies the thread 
that draws us together as wives in 
the process of learning godlike

s to the tension points of life.”

Living More with Less, Doris Janzen 
Longacre. Herald Press. Scottdale. 
Pennsylvania.

Part one of this book discusses 
five life standards:

1. Do Justice
2. Learn from ihe World Com

munity
3. Nurture People
4. Cherish the Natural Order
5. Nonconform Freely
Part Two is a glimpse into the 

experiences of people trying lolive 
by standards of simplicity. From 
their testimonies you may find some 
ideas that you can try.

The Best of E. M. Bounds, compiled 
by Cornelius Zylstra. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids. Michigan.

E. M. Bounds wrote of the majesty 
of prayer and its vital role in the 
daily life of the believer. Selected 
chapters from his many books on 
prayer comprise this golden sampler 
of his writings.
Enjoying Growing Old, J. Oswald 
Sanders. Kingsway 
Eastbourne.

The positive message of this book 
for the Christian who is growing 
old is “The best is yet to be!” The 
author gives an optimistic view of 
ihe aging process. He encourages the 
reader to ask God for a new moun- 

in old age and to 
old. Maybe just 

old is the new mountain

as

becan
Publications,

The Voice of Joy, by Neil and Peggy 
Verwey with Helen Wessel. Book- 
mates, Inc. Ossian, Indiana.

This is the story of Japan Mission 
which began in 1957. fhere are many 
stories of Japanese 
through hospital evangelism, radio, 
television and newspaper 
gelism, and now films and other 
literature.

tain to conquer 
enjoy growing 
growing
and God does give strength and joy 
while scaling it.

what roles weor
we

conversions
These books were reviewed by Edith 
Buss and are available through 
Christian bookstores.

evan-
re-

Study ENGLISH
TRANSLATION and 
INTERPRETATIONKANSA1 CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

95/ TcuvaAngurhi cJto, Ihoma, NaAa 6J0-O2, JAPAN
Tel. 07437-4-1731 at the Christian Institute 

of English and Translation.
Seeking to minister to missionary children with 

curriculum especially geared to the special 
needs of the individual student -
a

Live with Christians from 
all over the world in 
American community.

anTUITION FEES FOR 1932/3 SCHOOL _YEAR

Missionaries Non—missionaries

¥235,000

¥340,000
¥345,000

¥390,000 For further information 
Write: Christian 

Institute of 
English and 
T ranslation.
Box 45
Old Orchard Beach 
Maine 04064 
U.S.A.

HIGH SCHOOL

一 Boarding facilities also available -

Enquiries should be addressed to the Principal, 
Rev. R. Olstad, at the above address.
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CHURCH EDUCATION MINISTRIES
112 2-CHOME SOEN IKEOA SHI. OSAKA FU JAPAN 563c/o E. B. S.

愚563池田市荘園2丁目1 — 12( E. B. S内）
馄話0727—62—3299 振替大阪5_796

C.E.M. was organized in November, 1980 in the Kansai area by a group 
of Japanese pastors and leaders. The major concern is the internal, 
qualitative growth of the church by means of evangelism supported by 
nurture and discipling. The time has come when churches must be 
provided with resources that will make 'provision for a balanced program:

° for each age group: children, youth and adults.
© a program of evangelism, Bible study, worship, fellowship, and service.
® to win people to Christ, build them up in Christ, and send them out for Christ.
Full copyright permission has been granted from Scripture Press Ministries, and interdenominational organi- 
zat し：bounded in 1933，to coordinate their substantially standard curriculum and contextualize it for the 
life — the church in Japan.

C.E.. MOVIDES CURRICULUM RESOURCES 
:iculum that is ALL-BIBLE, comprehensive in content.

• …culum departmentally graded on a long-range unified plan
® . riculum that is correlated for Total Hour Teaching

(One aim correlates each week’s Bible lesson, worship, application and learning-by-doing activities.) 
° A student book for discovery learning and a teacher's guide.

C.E.M. PROVIDES LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT RESOURCES
° Local area promotion suppers • Local church mini training seminars • Pastors’ seminars

Teachers’ study courses • Departmental teacher meetings • “Kyokai Kyoiku” a monthly 4-page bulletin 
with news, reports, prayer requests, insights, teacher training courses for monthly teacher meetings.

C.E.M. SOLICITS COOPERATION
C.E.M. is administered by a board of directors with two full time staff people and a core of writers, artists,

typists and resourse people.
This ministry is made possible by cooperating churches and individual members.

Denominations represented are • Evangelical Free • Gospel Fellowship • Mennonite Brethren
• Baptist General Conference • Alliance • Lutheran • Brethren • Presbyterian • Fukuin • Ichibaku
• Independent Baptist • Independent Bible etc.

initial formative period but gradually expanding toward a wider, concorporate ministry 
of church education. Adult materials are in process of production and distribution by April,1984.

o

C.E.M. is only in an

YES, I want to encourage effective teaching in my church. I share your concern for a balanced church 
education program. Please send the materials I’ve checked below.
CURRICULUM LESSONS 
Kyokai Gakko (kindergarten)
Hop (Primary Grades 1，2)
Step (Middle Grades 3,4)
Jump (Junior Grades 5,6)
Young Teen (Junior High grades 7—9)
KYOKAI KYOIKU 
____ One issue ¥30.-
____ One year subscription ¥2,000.-

(2 issues each)
CATALOGUE plus postage

Teacher ¥700 
Teacher ¥700, 
Teacher ¥700. 
.Teacher ¥700 
•Teacher ¥700,

Student ¥480.- 
Student ¥480.- 
Student ¥480.- 
Student ¥480.- 
Student ¥480.-

Back issues: (Middle page teacher training)
--------Course # 1. Teach With Success (basic)

13 issues ¥300 plus postage
_____ Course # 2. Creative Bible Teaching

Mrst 6 lessons ¥150 plus postage

YES, I would like to become a cooperating member of C.E.M.
____ Cooperating Church Membership

(___ Monthly ¥2,000
___Individual Membership
(_Monthly ¥500.- _Yearly ¥5,000.-)Yearly ¥20,000)

Mail today to C.E.M. c/o EBS 1-12 2-chome Soen Ikeda Shi, Osaka Fu 563
Church:___
Address:___
City, Zip:— 
Your name:



^TMOVIES FOR EVANGELISM^
- ALL 16mm COLOR -

PURCHASE
COST

RENTAL
COSTTITLE

Parents’ ambition for their son drive 
him to utter despair until Christ 
changes his life.

THE LITTLE
VICTIMS 

(Chusana giseisha tachi)
30 min. ¥120,000¥5,000

IN THE ZOO 
(Dobutsuen de) ¥2,00012 min. ¥45,000

GOD'S WONDER SERIES (Subarashii
Kamisama)

Delightful films for children show
ing the God of Creation in all His 
wonder.

ON THE FARM 
(Nojo de) ¥2,000 ¥45,00012 min.

IN THE MEADOW 
(Nohara no naka de) ¥2,00012 min. ¥45,000 i

Seeing God’s hand in the wonder of crea
tion from the opening chapters of the 
Bible.

IN THE
(Mi

BEGINNING
watase) 30 min. ¥45,000¥4,000

The solemn contemplation of what will hap
pen to this world in the face of a growing 
population and widespread pollution.

THE FINAL HOUR 
(Owari no toki) 30 min. ¥3,000 ¥45,000

type film for children emphasizing 
knowledge of Christ leads to 

obedience to parents.

Drama 
w aTHE RED GLOVES 

(Akai tcbukuro) ho ¥110,000¥4,00025 min.

SHOICHI & THE PERSIMMONS 
(Wanpaku nikki)

A children’s adventure story bringing out 
the message of salvation and restitution.

¥110,000¥4,00025 min.

The challenging story of how a young man, 
who had studied philosophy, finds his way 
to the Gospel.

OUT OF THE MAZE OF 
CONFUSION 

(Mayoi no mori kara)
¥4,000 ¥148,00030 min.

The life-story of a physically handicapped 
pastor and ms laithful wife.A RACE IN THE SNOW 

(Kitaguni ni kakeru ai)
¥4,000 ¥110,00030 min.

The testimony of Shinichi royoda whose 
life was transformed by Christ, through 
his mother's prayers.

SHINING LIKE THE STARS 
(Tomo yo asu kagayako) ¥4,000 ¥110,00028 min.

The testimony of a fisherman who was saved 
from drowning by seeing a neon cross on a 
church in the harbour.

CAPTAIN OF THE FLOATING 
CHURCH 

(Araumi no lujika)
¥110,00028 min. ¥4,000

The gripping testimony, a criminal, who 
found Christ and then led his family to 
the Saviour.

TAKE-OFF FOR GLORY 
(Eiko e no shuppatsu)

28 min. ¥110,000¥4,000

The amazing story of Kipun Lee, the first 
missionary of Jeju Island, who died a 

artyr’s death.
EVEN UNTO DEATH 
(Shi ni itaru made mo)

1 hr.
20 min. ¥12,000 ¥400,000

m

JAPAN MISSION FILM SECTION 
2-9, Miyuki Cho 2-chome 
Miyakojima Ku, Osaka Shi 

JAPAN 〒534 
Tel: 06-923-2212



Ansvar Insurance
with a specific purpose.

As president of the Swedish Baptist Union, I am indeed 
very interested in the work of establishing Ansvar in 
Japan. Wc have found, in our congregation, that there 
is a constant need for our people to promote non-drinking 
and to be active in the field of nreventinq the tremendous 
problems caused by alcohol. As more and more scientific 
evidence is being presented about the cost - in social, 
human and economic terms - of i-lcohol, wc must become 
more active in maldnjj noa-cirinldng a new Casliion.
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Ansvar has worked ?incc 19^2 to promote non-drinking. The 
Ansvar Group is now doing this in eleven countries and

convinced that llic work of Ansvar is having a considerable 
impact and is helping in proving that non-drinking is a better 
way.
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Ansvar
I am sure that the Ansvar Staff in Japan will give all the 
necessary information about insurance. Hence my comments 
the specific insurance aspects have been brief, but I feel 
that Ansvar provides a unique challenge to all and to 
Christians in particular, to prove that non-drinking is a 
positive thing.
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With greetings.
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