
1HARVEST
Winter ’95厂96Japan Evangelical WJsssiooary Association

inside:
* prayer for revival
* through a teen’s eyes
* five Japanese prisoners
* a teacher speaks up
* on cositextuaMzatsoo
* the braziSian connection
* when parents need us



Christian Real Estate Agent

Problems with Real Estate? 

Need to sell property? 

Looking for a house? 

Give me a call!

My many years of helping 

missionaries can help you tool
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Consumer products include margarine for 
household use, and the vegetable cheese 
“EMARINE”，sold out at most of 
supermarkets. These household products 
have also been well received by consumers 
for their high quality. To help 
better understand the importance of oil and 
fat foods, 
develop
and further reduce the cost of our produts.
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consumers
MIYOSHI OIL & FAT CO”LTD.

constantly seeking to 
technology to enhance quality

we are
Head Office： 66-1. HORIKIRI 4-CHOM6. KATSUSHIKA-KU. TOKYO 
Cable Addrets： "MlYOSHlYUSHI TOKYO"

OSAKA. NAGOYA. FUKUOKA. SENDAI 
TOKYO. KOBE. NAGOYA
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'ood Day Good Bread.
YAMAZAKI BAKING CO., LTD. Head Office 3-2-4 Iwamoto-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo,101
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In This Harvest …

perspectivesST
Volume 45, No 3/Wlnter 1995-f96

perspective, adj., (to look through, per, through + 
specere, to look) the relationship or proportion of the 
parts of the whole, regarded from a particular standpoint 
or point in time.

p 魏 pe_te
3The Necessity of Revival page Webster's New World DictionaryDavid Walker
4Teen Perspectives page We have perspectives. We can’t help it. We see, hear, 

understand, assume, believe things from our point of 
view. Our point of view is shaped by many factors. We 
are sometimes persuaded, even molded by the thinking 
and perceptions of others. As Christians, we are im
plored not to allow the world around us to squeeze us 
into its mold but instead to let God remold our minds 
from within so that our whole nature is transformed.
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Proverbs 27:17 says, "You use steel to sharpen steel 
and one friend sharpens another." {The Message papara- 
phrased by Eugene Peterson) Here are two like things, with 
their own separate and unique edges—each necessary 
to the other for the fulfillment of both. The New Testa
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one another unto love and good works." Hebrews 10:24.

Departments

Ron SiscoJEMA Windows 2page
Janice Kropp page 20 

page 23 
Nancy Sorley page 24 
Ron Sisco (taken in Brazil)

Potpourri & Promises 
From The Christian Shinbun Steve Friescn 
Kansai News
Cover Photo

In this issue of the Harvest, we have an opportunity to 
look through some’s brothers' and sisters' eyes and be 
sharpened.
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Korea after two attempts on his life. 
Eventually he was able to gel his family 
out of North Korea. Joong Seok Kim 
now pastors a church in Seoul, Korea, 
but the Lord has given him a vision for 
the reconstruction of the North Korean 
church. Prior to the Korean War and 
the invasion of the Communists into 
the Korean peninsula, there were over 
2,600 Protestant churches in North Ko
rea. Now there are two, and those do 
not have regular church services.

Pastor Kim believes it is time for Ko
rean churches in South 
Korea, Japan, America, 
Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, England and 
Europe to adopt a North 
Korean church. He and 
his colleagues have put 
together a large book of 
the historical pronle of 
each of the 2,600 
churches. They want free 
Korean churches to select 
one or more of these ex
tinct churches and begin 

to pray and set aside funds for the 
rebuilding of that church. The North 
Korean Church Reconstruction Council 
is believing that by the year 2000 North 
Korea will be open to the Gospel. They 
want to be ready to send in teams from 
the world’s free Korean churches to 
help establish God’s Church once again 

in their homeland.

God is turning the hearts 
of the fathers to their 
children and the hearts of 
the children to their fa
thers. From my perspec
tive, God is at work 
above and beyond the af
fairs of men. It’s exciting 
to catch a glimpse of His 
perspective.

Talk about perspective! I had a great 
sense that I was watching the sovereign 
hand of the Lord moving through hu
man history to bring salvation to Japan. 
Here was a large group of people, sepa
rated from Japan by several generations, 
who now have a burden for their home
land. It will not be easy for them, they 
will face heavy-duty culture shock, but 
from what I observed, they will make 
great missionaries. We welcome the day 
they will send a team of Japanese back 
to Japan to minister to their own people.

“We would like to share the 
Gospel with “real” Japanese.”
The people earnestly sharing their vi
sion with me had Japanese faces and a 
great love for Japan, but they neither 
spoke Japanese nor acted Japanese.

It was my privilege to be the speaker for 
the 10th Annual Missions Conference 
of the Novo Ruino Evangelical Church 
in Sao Paulo, Brazil. These second, 
third and fourth generation Japanese, 
whose ancestors migrated to Brazil 
about seventy years ago, couldn’t hear 
enough about ineir homeland.

Brazil, with over one million Japanese, 
has the largest population of ethnic 
Japanese outside of Japan. Most live in 
the province of Sao Paulo. Many have 
become Christians. There were 350 of 
them in the Novo Rumo Church.

It was a bit of an adjustment for 
watching them relate to each other 
since they look Japanese but on the 
inside they are really Latin—hugging 
and kissing as they greeted each other 
at church.

I had a similar experience here in Japan 
a couple of weeks later. At the North 
East Asia Church Leaders' Conference 
in Kyoto, Nov. 20-23, I met a North 
Korean Pastor who has a burden for his 
homeland.

Pastor Kim’s father fled from North

me

Date Event Place

February 4th and 5th Leader’s Consultation SEND Okutama Bible Camp

Februaiy 6th Plenary Session Ochanomizu Christian Center

March 4th-6tii Women’s Retreat 
with Kay Arthur

Megumi Chalet in Karuizawa

May 28th-31st Men’s Prayer Summit SEND Okutama Bible Camp

July 28th-31st Summer Conference 
with Rollin Reasoner

Karuizawa Union Church
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perspective
a stone cold orthodoxy, doc- 
trinally sound but without 
life—more interested in the 
form of religion than its life 
giving Power.

I have to admit that as I con
sidered these, a number of 
specilic incidents in the 

church came to mind. As you read 
them, how was it with you? I shudder 
to think if we multiply our thoughts by 
the hundreds of others familiar with the 
church in Japan what the results might 
be. It becomes even more serious when 
we consider what the Lord, who walks 
among His churches, sees when he 
looks at His covenant people (Rev 2). I 
have always been amazed that in five of 
the seven churches of the Revelation, 
there is something that is displeasing to 
the Lord and needs repentance.

As I thought about this, some convict
ing questions came to mind. What as
pects of my life was I willing to change 
to see a more vibrant, obedient, em
powered churcn? Would I ask the Lord 
to broaden my own prayer vision and 
burden? Like the woman before the 
unjust judge in Luke 18, whose desire 
to be vindicated caused her to persist 
until a just verdict was given, does my 
desire for His righteousness and His 
kingdom in Japan compel me to persist 
in prayer until His answer and vindica
tion come?

In Tying to answer these questions, I 
was greatly encouraged by what J.I. 
Packer says about revival in his book 
Keep in Step with the Spirit. He slates, 
“Again and again revival has come 
suddenly, breaking out often in obscure 
places, through the ministry of obscure 
men. To be sure，it comes in answer to 
prayer, and where no one has prayed it 
is likely that no one will be revived ei
ther; yet the manner in which prayer is 
answered will be such as to highlight 
God’s sovereignty as revival’s only 
source and to show that ail the praise 
and glory of it must be given to Him 
alone.”

That phrase '"obscure places through 
the ministry of obscure men” intrigues 
me greatly. I don't know about you, but

THE NECESSITY OF REVIVAL
Personal Perspectives/Personal Responses

by David Walker

Charles Finney, the great revivalist of 
the last century, the author points out 
seven signs Finney felt were evidence 
that revival was needed:
1. When there is a want of brotherly 
love and Christian confidence among 
Christians. When Christians have sunk 
into a backslidden state, they neither 
have, nor ought to have, nor is there rea
son to have, the love and confidence to
ward each other, as when they are all 
alive, active, and living holy lives...

2. When there are dissensions, and jeal
ousies, and evil among the believers....

3. When there is a worldly spint in the 
church....

4. When the church finds its members 
falling into gross and scandalous 
sins...when such things arc taking place 
as give the enemies of religion an occa
sion for reproach it is time for the 
church to ask of God, kkWhat will be
come of Thy great name?”

5. When there is a spirit of controversy 
in the church. ..

For a missionaiy, to encourage prayer 
for revival is a touchy subject. It im
plies a genuine spiritual need exists, 
which further implies the spiritual life 
of the church, as a whole, is not what it 
should be. In llie Japanese context, this 
seems both confrontational and 
‘'impolite.” Risky business for a mis
sionary who is supposed to avoid such 
things But if you are like me, your bur
den is that tliis nation hear the truth of 
the Gospel and respond to God’s call to 
repent and believe in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

The church is God’s vehicle for getting 
the “power of God unto salvation” to 
the people. I believe this prophetic mis
sion can only be carried out by a Spint- 
empowered, obedient church. So at the 
risk of being “culturally inappropriate,” 
I would like to share some thoughts and 
questions about the need for revival in 
the church and my response to tliat 
need.

I have recently been challenged by 
some of the writings about early re
vivals and their leaders. In a book about

6. When the 
wicked triumph 
over the church, 
and revile them....

7. When sinners 
are careless and 
stupid，and sinking 
into hell uncon
cerned... the church 
ought to put out the 
fires of hell which 
are laying hold of 
the wicked.

I would add one 
more “indicator” 
prevalent in the 
church just before 
the Great Awaken
ing in the 1700’s:

David and Deb Walker have been with 
OC International in Japan since 1988.

Dave is JEMA Prayer Commission chairman.
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perspective
for a deeper burden for His people and 
His purposes. Ask for a broader capacity 
in your own soul for His thoughts. His 
desires, His holiness.
◊ In this Harvest there is a prayer pro
gram called tlie 5K Prayer Plan. It may 
help focus your spheres of prayer influ
ence. It can be used in a local church 
setting or a joint prayer meeting as well 
as during personal prayer times.

0 Attend the Men’s Annual Prayer Sum
mit. All men are invited. This is a four- 
day event centering on worship, prayer 
and fellowship. You know about wor
ship, prayer and fellowship，but four 
days with this as our only agenda allows 
the Lord to work in new and wonderful 
ways. Men, this time will change your 
life!!
0 Men, come to the Missionary Prayer 
Fellowships held at the Kurume Bible 
Fellowship office on CAJ campus. This 
is a rich time of sharing, prayer, worship 
and bearing one another’s burdens.

0 Join JEMA’s Intercessor’s Network. 
The JEMA Prayer Commission will 
send out an encouraging letter to help 
you stay on the prayer trail.

0 Find somebody with the same burden 
and pray regularly together.

◊ Carve out time and pray specifically 
for your pastor and his ministry.

Remember: His eyes still run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to show His 
might in behalf of those whose heart is 
blameless toward Him ...” Let’s press on 
in prevailing prayer!

while ministering here in Japan, there 
are times when the weight of this 
“double obscurity” and worry if the 
work will have a lasting impact be
comes oppressive. Yet the exciting 
thing is that if Packer is correct，it 
doesn’t matter who we are or where we 
are, but only that we pray、and pray fer
vently and conceitedly for revival.

This would seem true of Jonathan Ed
wards, the mighty preacher used of the 
Lord in the Great Awakening. In a re
cent article in Christianity Today，Dr. 
Richard Lovelace, church historian at 
Gordon-Conwell Seminary, describes 
Jonathan Edwards as “the last person to 
know how to promote and conduct a 
revival，” an “intellectuaJ introvert，” 
“someone who couldn’t manage the 
small talk needed for parish visitation，” 
who “spent 14 hours a day in his study” 
and “read his sermons from manuscript 
intermittently staring at the bell rope.” 
Hardly the picture of a revival leader.

However he had a deep burden for the 
spiritual life of his church and pre
vailed in prayer with God that a neyv 
work might be done among his people.

In seeing the necessity of prayer as a 
prelude to revival, Edwards writes, 
“When God has something very great 
to accomplish for His church it is His 
will that there should precede it the ex
traordinary prayers of his people; as is 
manifested by Ezekiel 3b：37...\vhen 
God is about to accomplish great things 
for His church. He will begin by re
markably pouring out the spirit of grace 
and supplication (Zechariah 12:10).’，

I believe the Lord is doing this today in 
Japan. He is preparing a way for a great 
harvest to be taken. I believe the need 
of the hour for the church in Japan is 
individuals, small groups and churches 
engaging in fervent intercessory prayer. 
As we engage in and promote this, the 
Lord will reveal Himself to us and then 
through us to the Japanese.

If something of this article rings true in 
your spirit，what can you do about it? 
Here arc several practical ways to im
plement change in our personal，church 
and denominational situation.

0 Simply and consistently ask the Lord

sm YOU AT 

TIIE POLK!
by Sarah Walker

People in Japan are probably not very 
familiar with this simple phrase. See 
You At The Pole is American young 
people making a stand for Jesus Christ 
on their campuses, whether high school 
or college. A day is designated for this 
each year. Students gather at the flag 
pole and pray for their school, their 
country, and each other.

Christian Academy in Japan was in
volved in this last year and again 
September 20th of this year. I felt God 
telling me to do this as I did last year 
and that it would be a good way to shine 
out on my campus, even though it is a 
Christian one. There was a wonderful 
turnout of about 45 high school students 
taking this stand for Christ.

Wc started out with nnifTins and juice 
and a time of fellowship. Then the 
group moved into the chapel for praise 
and worship, followed by a lime to 
quieten our hearts before the Lord and 
prepare for prayer. Then we joined 
hands around the Christian flag and 
prayed spontaneously. The Holy Spirit 
made His Presence known during that 
time. The prayer just kept going and 
going with no pauses in between one 
person and another.

It was a tremendous booster for 
spiritually. I hope to continue it and 
pass it on to someone that God shows 
me when I graduate in 1977.

on

me
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perspective

TRAINING YOUTH THE WALLRoyal Servants, under the auspices 
of Reign Ministries, trains young 
people for Christian outreach. 
Louie Inks was a youth pastor who 
wanted more lasting input into 
teens' lives. The Lord gave him the 
vision of Royal Servants—a sum
mer ministry opportunity.

The first iwo weeks of boot camp in 
Lewiston, Illinois the teens are 
taught the priority oi time with the 
Lord and have an hour a day to 
spend alone with Him. They memo
rize Scripture and Scripture princi
ples in order to share their faith 
with others. They 
Four Spiritual Laws so that when 
they give the booklet in another 
language ihey know what is being 
read.

During boot camp they learn disci
pline in everyday life—chores and 
jobs help the team work together. 
Emphasis is placed 
and not on appearance. They are 
also trained in one of the following, 
pantomime, clowning, drama and 
music.
After returning home, each teen 
receives letters of encouragement 
from Royal Servants. They are not 
forgotten once they leave the learn. 
In 1995, Royal Servants trained 
about 360 young people for min- 
istry in Russia, Asia and Europe.

Dorcas Landis' TEAM MK from 
Tokyo, joined Royal Servants this 
summer and went with a team of 25 
to England, where they assisted 
church in local outreach. From 
(here they went to Russia, where 
they minislercd in an orphanage, 
children's hospital and local 
church. They helped the pastor ex
pand a room in his house for home 
meetings in the event Russia again 
closes its doors. Georgia Landis

by Dorcas Landis

Russia...broken down...crumbling...old...worn out.
The people, the eyes. So filled with pain, with grief.

So many people crying out for love. So many hearts gone bitter.
So many lives gone numb.

As I looked out the bus window with my clown makeup on, I saw an old lady.
I tried to get her attention. As she turned 1 saw her eyes. I saw her pain.

I smiled. She lifted the comers of her mouth. I waved. She lifted her hand.
I wished with all my heart there was no window separating us.

I wanted to let her know in some way that I loved her.
I wanted her smile to reach her eyes...her soul.I blew her a kiss.

A smile slowly crept up her weary face, touched her eyes and reached into her soul.
As I motioned to her that I loved her, I fell her body cringe.

The one thing she had been yearning for was there—
a soothing cream to the festering wounds inside—tears began to fall.

She fought to get control, to patch the wall
that had for so many years held back the pain.

With every tear that fell, my heart cried out. Curse the glass between us!
If only she knew the overwhelming love of Jesus.

A wave of pain washed over me. I felt as though her pain had been transferred to me.
Oh Lord, why? Why this wall? And then I had a glimpse, a glimpse of Jesus. 

Tears were streaming down His face. He was calling out but I could not hear Him.
He was reaching out but I could not reach Him.

I tried to search the wall to find a way to Him.
In anger, I asked God, uWhy this wall? n 

...The wall had been formed with my own hands. I had shut out Jesus....
Then I heard Him say, “My child, my beautiful child, I love you.”

I think I understand now for the first time at least a little of how He must feel.

Thememorize

characteron

This summer God broke my heart for the Russian people. Wc did village ministry, 
handing out Bibles and rice. I wasn’t sure how to communicate. All I knew in their 
language was, “Hello! I’m an American. It’s a gift. Goodbye.” But the moment we 
handed them the Bible they would break down sobbing. Then they would drag us in 
and give us food. They didn’t have much and yet they gave and gave.

My friend and I were sitting on a park bench and an elderly lady walked by. I said, 
"Hi!” and offered her a scat next to us. When wc told her wc were Americans she be
gan to sob and talk. Her husband and several friends had died. Now she was going 
through garbage searching for recyclable cans to exchange for money. It broke my 
heart. We gave her a Bible and rice, and her look was one I’ll never forget! When she 
walked away she was clutching her Bible. As wc stood there crying and praying for 
her, I know we weren’t the only ones. Jesus was there and His heart was breaking. I 
pray that the little bit of love we shared will help her to read the Bible and it will be
come real in her life.

There was a tall fence around the orphanage. All the little kids rushed to the wire 
inesh and stared at us—as if we were from a different world. After we did our clown 
act, one little girl wrapped her arms around me as if she would never let go. She 
didn’t want me to play with her or even make her laugh. All she wanted was someone 
to love her. It tore me up inside leaving her behind.

I learned a lot this summer and I grew in so many different ways.

a

Reign Ministries 
5517 Warwick Place

Minn., MN 55436-2467,
USA
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perspective
Seven Japanese tourists, trav
eling as a group, made 
night stopover in 
Lumpur, Malaysia，on 
way to Melbourne. Australia. 
While they ate dinner in a 
Malaysian restaurant, four of 
their suitcases, left in a van.

^ Tf/£PmomRS
by Stephen Young

maintenance. A fourth jury was called 
on March 24. Three jury dismissals is a 
new record here. On May 28 a guilty 
verdict was given. Sentencing on June 
10th, 1994 gave twenty-five years for 
Yoshio Katsuno and fifteen years for 
each of the others.

sixth person is a Malay-Chinese 
accused of working with Ihe group. The 
magistrate’s statement concerning the 
case was that there was insufficient evi
dence to prove their guilt or innocence, 
so he sent it to a higher court.

were stolen. The Malay tour guide apol
ogized for this shameful misdeed and 
promised to do his best to get the suit
cases back. He appeared the next morn
ing with all their possessions—now in 
four new suitcases. The Japanese were 
simply thankful to have their belong
ings restored so they could continue 
their trip as scheduled. They were told 
they could keep the 
new suitcases, the lour 
guide again apologiz
ing profusely.

man

On June 18，1993. the chief judge desig
nated February 1,1994 as the date for

Federal Personal Testimony 
of Miss Chika Honda

The trip to Australia was to be my first 
trip abroad. I never imagined that my 
life would be changed so drastically as 
a result. I am now being held as a pris
oner at Fairlea Women’s Prison

While i have been in prison, my Father 
in heaven has helped me in many diffi
cult situations and I am so thankful to 
Him, but I was in prison for fifteen 
months before I trusted in Him and be
lieved in Jesus Christ, His Son.

I was put in prison in June 1992. Two 
months later, through the Christian or
ganization called Prison Fellowsmp, I 
met Rev. Stephen Young, minister of 
the Japanese Christian Church. After 
that I was introduced to a wonderful 
Christian woman. At that time I was in 
great turmoil and confusion, still hardly 
able to believe it was not all a dream.

In a way I was isolated in a tiny world 
of my own because I could not speak 
English and so was unable to under
stand anything. Days went by without 
variety or change and my feelings grew 
worse. I felt my heart was shrinking 
inside me. At night I cried and could 
only think about my mother, sisters, 
boyinend, and other friends back home.

When Rev. Young first came to see me, 
I was struggling as if in a trap but I did 
not open up. I thought it was better to 
keep my feelings to myself and that 
way I could be stronger.

The Magistrate Court date was decided

the
Court trial.

The tour guide apologized for 
this shameful misdeed and 

promised to do his best to get 
the suitcases back.

On two separate 
occasions the 
Japanese Chris
tian Church of 
Melbourne tried 
to get Miss 
Chika Honda 

out on bail. Both limes they were re
fused. Since August of 1992,1 visited the 
five Japanese weekly as a volunteer with 
Prison Fellowship. Four of the five 
Japanese have become Christians and 
Mitsuo Katsuno is the only one who has 
not professed faith in Christ. Mitsuo 
feels that if he accepted Christ in prison， 
he might not be able to continue his 
commitment to Christ in Japan, as the 
lifestyle there would be too difficult. But 
he is reading the Bible with the others 
and his heart is not closed.

It was June 17，1992 
when the group ar
rived at Melbourne 
airport for their five- 
day stay in Australia. During customs 
check, ofiicials discovered a total of 
thirteen kilograms of heroin concealed 
in false sidings of four suitcases_the 
four that had been received as replace
ments for the stolen bags. All 
members of the group stated they knew 
nothing about this hidden heroin. Each 
one was questioned individually by the 
police, using Japanese and Australian 
interpreters of varying ability. The 
Japanese consented to these interviews 
without any legal advice and were thor
oughly cooperative in the procedures.

seven

The Malay-Chinese, Mr. Su, is studying 
the Bible with a Chinese speaking Prison 
Fellowship volunteer, Mr.Wu.

The first jury was called on March 10th. 
This juiy was dismissed because one 
member was an acquaintance of a barris
ter. A second jury was dismissed (he next 
day because one member held a bias 
against drug offenders. The third jury 
was called on March 21.For the third 
time all six defendants pleaded not 
guilty. The next day this jury was dis
missed on three separate counts. One for 
physical reasons, another was brother of 
a Remand Centre Staff member, and the 
third worked for a subsidiary of prison

They even cooperated in going to the 
hotel rooms they had reserved, where 
the police tried to use them to appre
hend the party expected to pick up the 
drugs. No one appeared. After three 
days at the hotel, five of the group were 
placed m remand. Two of the girls were 
sent back to Japan, since no drugs had 
been found in their bags.

The Magistrate Court ended on Decem
ber 7,1992 and the magistrate commit
ted the group of six to a federal court 
hearing. The five Japanese are Kiichiro 
Asami (62), Masaharu Katsuno (45), 
Yoshio Katsuno (37), Mitsuo Katsuno 
(39), and Miss Chika Honda (39). The

6 Japan Harvest



had many problems with human rela
tionships, but with God’s help I was 
able to begin to pray for these veiy peo
ple. Of course there were still times 
when I lost the battle and fell into Sa
tan's temptations.
Finally, the time for the County Court 
came. I had been faithfully praying be
fore bed each night, but now I prayed in 
the morning as well. During the trial I 

had to undergo 
three strip 
searches a day. 
One day I re
ceived terrible 
treatment from 
an officer. On 
this particular 

day three of us had to be strip searched 
together in the same small room. As a 
Japanese woman, this was very humili
ating. I broke down and cried out loud 
for a long time. What little privacy I 
had was completely violated.
Alter that trial,I went back to my 
room. I was struck by the verse hanging 
on the wall. Up until that day, the verse 

did not have much mean
ing for me, but when I 
read it this time, my heart 
became peaceful. It was 
Philippians 4:13, “I can do 
all things through Him 
who strengthens me.” 1 
had experienced so much 
up to this time and had 
come through. I knew that 
God would continue to 
give me strength.
The County Court case 
ended with a verdict of 
guilty. I was given a 15 
year sentence. The harsh 

reality of not being able to return to 
Japan slowly settled in. I firmly believe 
God has a plan and will help us out of 
this ordeal. My heart is at peace. I had 
been trusting in the fact of our inno
cence, that I was still only on remand, 
and that I was different from those al
ready convicted. So I expected different 
treatment. But now I was in the same 
category as everyone else. I have ac
cepted the fact that I am a prisoner. I

in September. I really believed that as a 
result of this hearing, I would be sent 
back to Japan. The worry about staying 
in prison and angry feelings towards 
ihe person who had invited me on the 
trip combined to make me anxious and 
nervous. I did not know what to do with 
my feelings, so became more and more 
withdrawn. However, encouragement I 
received from Rev. Young’s visits 
slowly opened my heart. I had received 
a copy of the New Testament, the first I 
had ever looked al, but found it very 
difficull lo read, and not that interest
ing, so I had set it aside.
The Magistrate Court began in Novem
ber. There was insufficient evidence to 
prove we were innocent, so the Magis
trate sent us to the County Court. Two 
days after the Magistrate Court hear
ing, I was called up for a bail hearing. 
The police prosecutor，determined to 
convict me, made forceful statements 
persuading the magistrate to keep me 
in prison. At this hearing, I saw a num
ber of Australian Christians I had not 
seen before. I learned they were willing 
to put up properly as bail for 
me and also oversee my time 
outside of prison.
Rev. Young was called lo 
the stand to answer difficult 
and even threatening ques
tions by the police prosecu- 
lor. When I saw the extent of 
(he concern and Christian 
love expressed for me, I 
broke down in icars of 
thankfulness.
From them, for the first 
time, I saw the gentleness, 
love and concern of Chris
tians. I think my interest in 
Christianity was a direct result of expe
riencing the warmth of these wonderful 
friends. With the end of the magistrate 
court and bail hearing, my legal repre
sentative had no more responsibility, so 
for six months I waited. During this 
time I continued to read Ayako Miura’s 
books which Rev. Young brought from 
the Japanese church. Through these 
stories I began to have an interest in the 
Bible. As I opened the Bible again, my

heart became a little more peaceful.I 
did not see the value of the Bible as yet, 
but I found myself recalling how sinful I 
had been in my life in Japan.
One day I experienced a very unfair 
thing. Whether it was due to my lack of 
English ability or their prejudice against 
Japanese people, I do not know，but I 
began to feel a growing weight of dis
crimination from prison officers and 
some of the prisoners. I 
had been holding these 
feelings in, but one day 
my anger, feelings of 
regret and wretchedness 
overwhelmed me and I 
wanted to kill myself.
Living in prison was terrible and I came 
lo a point where I finally wrote a suicide 
note for my family. That night, for the 
first time, I pleaded with God to save 
me. That spirit of prayer to Him contin
ued for a long time. I still cannot believe 
what happened that night! I am only full 
of thanks to God the Father for what He 
has done for me. In three days that 
prayer was answered.

I finally wrote a suicide 
note for my family.

rXi^tcphanie ^

I had been in prison for fifteen months, 
but now I was full of peace and felt so 
for the first time in my life. I know that 
Jesus is my Savior and God the Father is 
my heavenly Father. God listened to my 
prayer and received me as His child. I 
had been selfish, proud, and stubborn.
As I repented to God, He forgave me 
through Christ Jesus. It was very strange 
for me to see how my thinking changed 
about various matters. In prison I had
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perspective
bul I have learned so much about God in 
prison. The more I learn the more I 
want others to know the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Like Paul,I do not want to be 
ashamed of the gospel. My heart is eager 
to teach those who do not know the true 
God and our Savior, Jesus Christ. I am 
praying that God will show me concern
ing the future and I want to be a witness 
for my Lord. Therefore I am considering 
to be an evangelist. I will be very happy 
if you would pray about thal for me.”

The stories of the three men who have 
become Christians are written in full 
along with Miss Honda’s and Mitsuo’s 
(the only one not a believer) in a booklet 
by Stephen Young called A Greater 
Rock Than Opals and is available from 
him for $3.00. Write: 3088 Hillsboro 
Rd. Brentwood, TN 37027

Will you join in prayer for Kiichiro 
Asami, Masaharu Katsuno, Yoshio 
Katsuno, Miisuo Katsuno, Chika 
Honda and Fong Su? Praise God for 
His mercy and grace, and continue to 
implore Him that justice mil be carried 
out.

All of them can receive mail and are 
much encouraged by this support. The 
addresses are as follows:

want to learn what I can while I am 
here. I keep telling myself to see each 
day as being important right now.

There arc five of us Japanese in prison, 
but I am the only woman. I have been 
placed in a separate prison. The four 
men have been together and I have 
been thinking that I have had the great
est diiiculties. This I know is a mistake, 
as the worst difficulty has been faced by 
our families and friends in Japan. They 
have worried so much.

Since I have come to know Jesus 
Christ, and God as my Father, I am 
very happy in my heart. I am thankful 
to all who have prayed for us.

Stephen Young’s book, From 
Frozen Rage to Inner Peace, is soon 
to be published in Japanese, under 
the title, Jyashi To Yurushi He No 
Tabi. The book tells some of the 
story of the Japanese treatment of 
Allied Prisoners during W.W. II and 
includes a section on forgiveness and 
healing as it is possible only through 
Christ Jesus.

There is a lovely chapter adapted 
from tlie book. Small Man of 
Nanataki, the story of Kiyoshi 
Watanabe. Pastor Watanabc, having 
taken some theological training in 
the U.S., was called up during the 
War as an interpreter for the 
Japanese Army. He was sent to Hong 
Kong and appointed lo the Shamshui 
Po Prison, where his Christian faith 
was soon recognized by the POWs. It 
was also inevitably noticed by the 
Japanese staff. But before he was 
finally dismissed as a traitor, he had 
brought hope, help and human kind
ness to many and was lovingly 
known as “Uncle John.”

The book was written particularly for 
Allied POWs and their families— 
offering insights into the Japanese 
way of Bushido; revealing the vari
ous methods the prisoners used to 
cope, the effects on their lives after 
the War; and the Answer in Jesus 
Christ. It may be a shocking book for 
Japanese people to read, but at the 
same time one necessary for a fuller 
understanding of God’s incredible 
love and power.

Anyone interested in the books men
tioned above, and/or a recently 
pletcd video (25 minutes) document
ing the story of the five prisoners, 
please call the Siscos at 0424-91- 
3181 or 0424-93-9898.

The following is from 
a letter written by 
Miss Honda in Au
gust 1995.
“My heart is full of 
thanks for your many 
letters and prayers.
They are very en
couraging. This is a prison, so there are 
many evil spirits here. There are black 
salanic symbols visible here and there. I 
am very tired from the stress. I have 
become angry, too, sometimes and I 
have wept. I become aware that I have 
sinned. Then I read my Bible and pray. 
The Lord is certainly a wonderful Per
son isn’t He? He always helps us.

I have waited a year and two months 
for legal aid funds to be granted for an 
appeal hearing. This has been refused 
twice, but now there is a positive reply. 
For the prayers of my brothers and sis
ters in Christ I am thankful. There is 
still a difficult road ahead. But I con
tinue to pray and believe the Lord will 
guide us to a wonderful result. This is a 
verse the Lord gave me. The Lord is 
good, a stronghold in the day of trou
ble. And He knows those who take 
reftige in Him.’ Nahum 1:7.”

Masaharu Katsuno recently wrote，“I 
personally feel that my time in prison is 
a time to study about God and so tins is 
my school. Certainly this is a very con
trolling place and the time is strictJy 
regulated. It may not be the best place

Messrs. Masaharu, Mitsuo, Yoshio Kat
suno and Mr. Kiichiro Asa mi 
H.M. Banvon Prison, Locked Bag 7, 
Lara, Victoria, Australia, 3212

Miss Chika Honda
Fairlea Women’s Prison, PO Box 72
Fairfield, Victoria, Australia, 3078

Stephen Young was born in Tokyo, a 
third generation missionary in Japan 
with World Presbyterian Missions and 
Mission to the World. From September 
1987, the Youngs were placed on loan to 
work with a Japanese church in Atlanta. 
In 1991, the Youngs left for Melbourne 
to begin a Japanese language church 
there. The Youngs have recently been 
back in the US, but plan to return to 
Melbourne on Jan.1,1996.

com-
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the Work,” and “Towards a Biblical 
Partnership in Missions.”

December 5-8
Dr. Met Castillo, Evangelical Fellow
ship of Asia, Singapore. Dr. Castillo 
shared on “Trends in the Asian Mis
sions Movement,w and “Some Issues 
About Missions That Asian Missionar
ies Face/’

New Commitment ’95 was the
other primary event on the campus this 
fall.NC ’95 was a dedication of our 
pipe organ newly built by Marc Gamier 
of France. The organ was designed and 

manufactured at his workshop 
in France, then assembled and 
tuned on-site in our chapel. The 
organ has over 2000 pipes.

NC ’95 centered on the Scrip
tural command in I Tliessaloni- 
ans 1:8, “Let the Gospel and 
praise be sounded forth to the 
world. The event, October 
30—November 3, included spe
cial speakers: Dr. H. Inagaki, at 
the TCU Installation of Profes
sorship, Dr. Clyde Cook, presi
dent. Biola University (TCU’s 
sister school). Dr. A. Izula and 
Dr. Bong-Ho Son, from Seoul 
National University.

Rev. Mamoru Kuniyoshi, pas
tor of Naha Baptist Church, 
spoke at the Founders' Day Ser
vice. Two TCU professors were 
honored for their years of teach
ing. Dr. Siegfried A. Buss for 
35 years, and Dr. Morris B. 

Jacobsen for 26 years.

The Pipe Organ was dedicated in con
cert by Dr. Masaaki Suzuki, Tokyo Na
tional University of Fine Arts and Mu
sic, and Mr Richard Unfreid, Biola 
University.

Zion Festival, the student-sponsored 
cultural festival 
rounded out the week's celebrations 
with special guests. Miss Yuri Mori, 
Christian vocalist in concert, and Mrs. 
Stella Cox, TEAM missionary* giving 
her testimony and gospel message to an 
attentive audience of many community 
residents.

October 24-27
Dr. Tetsunao (Ted) Yamamori. Presi
dent, Food for the Hungry International. 
Dr. Yamamori shared on “Symbiotic 
Ministry in Theory” and ilTon'ard Ef
fective Symbiotic Ministry.

Report From TCI
by Millie Surber
English secretary to President Maruyama

TOKYO CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE con
sists of three schools, Tokyo Christian November 14-17 
University (TCU), Tokyo Christian The- Dr. Tadashi (Joshua) Tsutada. President,
ological Seminary (TCTS) and Kvoritsu Immanuel Bible Training College,
Christian Institute for Theological Yokohama. Dr. Tsutada’s titles 
Studies and \1ission (KCJ). TCI is in 
Chiba New Town area of Chiba Ken.

yvere:
“The Place of World Mission in (he 
Japanese Church，’’ and “The Task 
Which the Japanese Church and Mis
sionaries have to Tackle in the Area ofThe First Annual TCI World Missions 

Lectureship was one primary event on World Mission.,r 
the TCI campus fall ’95. This 
seven week series brought 
seven lecturers: three from the Students1 Perspective
US, two from Japan, and two 
from Southeast Asia. Dr. Don
ald E. Hoke, President- 
cmcrilus of TCC (forerunner of 
TCU), had a vision to keep zcaJ 
for world missions paramount 
in the hearts and minds of the 
students. This lectureship was 
a partial fulfillment of that vi
sion One financial resource 
came from a fund set lip in the 
1960’s when Dr. Hoke was 
president of TCC.

7 challenged by the lectures by Atsumi Sensei 
and Dr. Van Engen. Kiy view was broadened and I 
got a new perspective for world missions. / think it 
yvas such a privilege for a TCI student to listen to 
special lectures by many well known leaders.

—Ogasawara

*7 attended Pastor Atsumi’s lectures. I believe it um 
very helpful to my ministry because he talked directly 
about how we approach non-believers in terms of 
their specific needs.

“The lectures really touched my heart, especially re
garding the spirit of missions. Atsumi Sensei rs lec
tures were about spiritual bottles, but the wonderful 
thing was that he made Jesus Christ central in it all. 
The vital issue to be faced is whether I am allowing 
Satan any control in my heart or not. It is so impor
tant to preach the gospel clearly. I want to be a mis
sionary, so the opportunity to hear from these men of 
God was of great benefit to we.

—Fukusaku

We had requested that Dr. Don 
Hoke conic bui he was unable 
to. We asked his son, Steve, 
who has over twenty years of 
experience as a pastor, profes
sor, missionary，training direc
tor and mission executive. He 
gave the lectureship an excel
lent beginning.

October 9-13 
Dr. Stephen T. Hoke, Fuller School of 
World Mission, Pasadena CA. Dr. 
Hoke spoke 
World Christian (Scrvaniyf and “The 
Jesus Model: Ciod’s Model for Effec
tive Cross-cultural Communication.

—Itoh

November 21-24
Rev. Yasuo Atsumi, General Secretary, 
Japan Antioch Mission. Rev. Atsumi fo
cused on: “Missions and yVorldvien*— 
Examining Spiritual Powers/Battles 
from the Viewpoint of the Bible and 
Reality”, and “Missions and Culture— 
That Which Overcomes the Cultural 
Hurdles from the Viewpoint of the 
Bible and History.”

November 28-Deccnibcr l.
Dr. Augustin (Jim) Vcnccr, World Evan
gelical Fellowship. Singapore. Dr. 
Veneer’s lectures were on, “Philippians 
1:5, 7,12—The World, The Word and

“Learning to be aon:

November 3rd，onOctober 16-18
Dr. Charles Van Engen, Fuller School 
of World Mission. Dr. Van Engen lec
tured on “ The Changing Shape of the 
Church’s Mission into the 21st Cen
tury. ,f and “The Relation of Bible and 
Mission.”
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perspective
to the Old Testament traditions. 
Psalm 150 commands us to praise 
God with trumpet, lyre, tam
bourine, strings, flutes, cymbals, 
and even dancing. Hundreds of 
contemporary worship songs arc 
now available in Japanese.
Bible verses can be read before 
each song or set of songs, to en

courage concentration on the message 
of the music.
Slide pictures of nature scenes can be 
shown on screen during the singing to 
encourage reflection on the triune God.
Testimonies of thanksgiving can be 
given between songs.
Small group prayer related to llie wor
ship can be included during song 
breaks. For example, if the songs were 
about healing, the small groups could 
share personal needs of healing—phys
ical, relational or spmluaJ—and pray 
for each other.
THE SECOND HALF of the service is 
the leaming/fellowship time. As pastors 
and missionaries we are trained to 
preach and we have studied much. The 
Japanese people have given us the hon
ored status of “sensei.” Most of us natu
rally feel the intense desire to share 
with others. Added to all this is our tra
dition of having 30 to 60 minute mes
sages every Sunday.
But should we ask ourselves liow well 
people are really listening when we 
preach? Should we ask them 
the following week how much 
they can recall from the previ
ous Sunday’s message? And 
whether it has changed their 
attitude and behavior?
Education psychology classes 
in university taught me that learning by 
seeing helps people remember more 
than learning by hearing. Learning by 
talking about information learned fur
ther increases retention.
Equally significant is Ihe reality of 
“attention span.” The rapid change of 
scenes in movies and on TV has condi
tioned viewers to a very short attention 
span, especially when observing only 
one person.

I’m an English 
teacher in a Chris
tian mission 
school with a long 
history. Every day 
the junior and se
nior high school 
students spend 
twenty minutes in 
chapel or with their homeroom teacher 
in worship activities. God’s Word is 
being sown there. I feel very fortunate 
to be working in a “field” I believe is 
“fertile and ripe for harvest.”
Although about five percent of the stu
dents are Christian, I believe that many 
more could invite Jesus into their 
hearts. Some students will accept 
Christ before ever visiting a church ser
vice. However, if the students do not 
become connected to a church or Chris
tian fellowship, then it is inevitable that 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses or other cults 
will contact them at their own front 
door.
How can churches motivate students at 
mission schools to become connected to 
a church? Perhaps the first task is to 
change the image of church.
What kind of image does “church ser- 
vice” register in their minds? If we 
asked them to choose the adjective 
“strict’ or “relaxed,” what would the 
winner be? What about “gloomゾ， 
cheerfiil?” “Boring” or “exciting?’
If we were to ask students to list their 
favorite free-time activities on the 
weekends, what would their answers 
be? Shopping? Going to a movie or a 
concert? Sharing tea with a friend? Or 
just watching TV? Where might “going 
to church” rank on their lists?
Jesus spent His years of ministry meet
ing people where they were. Sometimes 
He merely listened to them，or showed 
empathy. Often He healed their ail
ments and diseases. I feel the urgent 
need to meet mission school students 
within their framework.
I would like to list some of the needs of 
this group as I’ve observed them 
six years of teaching. I，ve summarized 
the needs in bold print. Following them

AN ENGLISH TEACHER
SPEAKS UP

from Eric Haugrud

are my suggestions as to how churches 
could meet those needs.
Lack of self-esteem. Churches can con
tinually emphasize the new life that the 
Spirit of God gives to believers. Also, 
the Sunday worship can include time for 
worshippers to pray in small groups for 
each other’s needs.
Loneliness. Churches can create a fel
lowship in which the worshippers can 
actually become acquainted with each 
other during the worship hour.
Absence of unconditional love. Allow
ing opportunity for expressions of per
sonal concern for one another during the 
worship time would leave a lasting im
pression on visitors. One simple demon
stration of love speaks louder than sev
eral messages about love!
Small-person’s complex. Churches 
could change this feeling of “I’m not 
important” by shifting the energy source 
of the worship from pastor to people.
Lack of excitement. Since the days of 
the Old Testament, worship was meant 
to be a stimulating and exciting activity. 
Churches can provide a fellowship in 
which young people experience a real 
sense of meaning and belonging—an 
attractiveness through small group dis
cussions, prayer, videos and concerts.
THE FIRST HALF of the service would 
be a worship time of communion with 
God, both individually and as a body.
I recommend contemporary music. I’ve 
often heard Japanese students and even 
college graduates say they don’t under
stand many of the words and phrases in 
Japanese hymns. Perhaps, too, many 
students have a gloomy iniage of hymn 
melodies. Contemporary niusic tends to 
be easy to understand and cheerful.
The instruments and mood of contempo
rary worship and praise music” are close

or

over
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Here are some thoughts for alternatives 
to a lengthy sermon.

USE: the Bible—with active reading 
participation by the laity, 
videos—“A picture is worth a tliou- 
sand words.” Many videos of Bible 
stories are available in both Japanese 
and English.
small group discussion—the right 
questions can make the focus personal 
and lead to application of truth, 
prayer—in small groups, active prayer 
provides excellent opportunity for love 
to be expressed and experienced.

Weekday Bible studies, care groups, 
and prayer meetings are all impor
tant—but only serve those who can 
attend. The goals of my proposed wor
ship service are to incor
porate all of these activi
ties and offer the oppor
tunity for unconditional, 
compassionate love in 
the framework of gen
uine, attractive Chris
tianity.

The book is full of factual history 
about the interaction of the two coun
tries, particularly since the 19th cen
tury. A foundation for the relationship 
is laid through the theme of the two 
nations’ shared traits. It is fascinating 
and thought-provoking reading for us 
as Christ’s people here in Japan. OBI
DEADLINE by Randy Alcorn.
Questar Publishers 1994

This Christian novel, while at times 
heavy in style, is vivid enough to keep 
you reading, especially if you want 
godly perspective on what’s happen
ing in our world today. I found it hard 
to put down. I also gained a perspec
tive on heaven that I’ve never seen in 
quite the same way anywhere else.
I’ve read it twice and I’ll read it again.

OCHANOMIZU BIBLE INSTITUTE 
1996 SCHEDULE

YES, YOU CAN 

BEGIN YOUB. STUDIES AT 

OBI THIS SPFUNG.

First Semester:16 weeks 
April 16th - September 27thtl Classes offered:

♦ Gospel of John
♦ N.T. Survey
♦ O.T. Survey
♦ N.T. Greek
♦ N.T. Theology
♦ Pastoral Theology
♦ Homiletics
♦ Ephesians/Colossians Rev. Kanamoto
♦ Bible Software Methods Rev. Serata
♦ Titus
♦ Bible Interpretation

MORE THAN CONQUERORS 
THROUGH HIM WHO LOVED US 
by Susie M. Thomas, 
copyright 1970 by the author.

I received this simple paperback from 
the author just last week. It is a testi
mony of victory over circumstances, 
from the time of her birth, powerful 
enough to have defeated many.

Under God’s appointment, Susie 
Thomas arrived in China in 1939. She 
left for the Philippines in 1941 under 
mission orders to escape the Japanese 
Army. She spent more than three 
years in a Japanese prison near 
Baguio. It took the next six years to 
regain her health. And then, under 
God’s appointment, she came to 
Japan! At age 85, Miss Thomas is still 
in Japan as an overcomer in Christ.

If you want to get a perspective on our 
“difficulties” here, I highly recom- 
mend this book.しook for a while 
through Miss Thomas’s eyes and get a 
better view of our Lord Jesus.

Dr. Honda 
Rev. Masuda 
Rev. Serata 
Rev. Shimada 
Rev. Shimada 
Rev. Ide 
Rev. Ide

brick Haugrud is a missionary with 
R.E.A.P. Mission. He has been in 
Japan since 1987.

from my perspective
by Katie Sisco

I'm a 'bookworm/ or so I was told all 
my growing up years. I understood it 
to mean that I always had my head in 
a book and that’s only a slight exag
geration. This past year several books 
have been my teachers. I’d like to 
share three of them with you.

Dr. Kishida 
Rev. Serata

Register Now!

Principal:
Board Chairman: Dr. Koji Honda

Rev. John Masuda
THE JEWS AND THE JAPANESE 
The Successful Outsiders 
by Ben-Ami Shillony. Tuttle 1992

The author, bom in Poland in 1937, 
escaped the Holocaust with his family 
and were finally allowed to emigrate 
to Israel in 1948. Mr. Shillony devel
oped an interest in Japan while re
searching the atomic bombings for his 
degree. Since 1972, he has taught 
Japanese history at the Hebrew Uni
versity ofisrael.

Tel. (03) 3296-1005 
Fax (03) 3296-1010 

Brochures are available

Those who would like this book please 
contact: A教法人お茶の水クリスチャン*センター

お茶の水聖書学院Miss Susie Thomas 
4399 Noikura, Ariake Cho 

Soo Gun, Kagoshima Ken 899-74 
Tel. 0994-74-0033

Ochunomi/u Bible Institute
〒101東京都千代田区神田酸河台2-1QCCビル
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perspective
proach，focusing on the structures—or 
situations—within which people live 
and make decisions. I want lo use that 
approach here to open up some fresh 
perspectives on our work in Japan.

The key is in looking at people’s lives 
and the choices they make in Uie situa
tion in which they occur. What, for in
stance, might be the situation in which 
Japanese people hear and respond to 
the gospel? Surely it is this—they live 
in a society where virtually nothing is 
generally known about biblical teach
ing, church practice or the Gospel mes
sage. They may not even be aware that 
Christmas is a Christian festival! This 
lack of information impacts the way 
people come lo Christ as well as their 
continuance in the faith. Basically it 
makes both very difficult. I Uunk we 
can label this a "pioneer” situation.

The alternative to the “pioneer” situa
tion is what I call tiie “established” sit

uation. This is the 
context in winch 
most members of the 
society are familiar 
with biblical thoughl 
and have at least a 
passing acquaintance 
with the church. Not 
all will be Christians， 

but many will have at least an emo
tional attachment to Christian values. 
The USA is one country which would 
fall into this category.

The difference between these two set
tings is not so much a cultural one as a 
difference in the availability of infor
mation一a difference in “situation.” Let 
me clarify by looking at one well- 
known pattern of church life as an ex
ample—a single pastor doing most of 
the work plus a congregation doing lit
tle other than keeping the pews warm 
on Sundays. This form of church can 
survive and even grow within the con
text of a broadly supportive commu
nity—an “established” situation.

Now we may wonder if this is a very 
desirable pattern, or indeed very bibli
cal. The point, however, is that given 
the right circumstances it can function 
quite well. Not because it is adapted to

lieve it adds up to little more than a 
counsel of despair. Why is this?
For one thing there is the enormous dif
ficulty of deciding just what does consti
tute Japanese culture. Not to mention 
the appropriate response to il. Japan’s is 
an ancient, multifaceted and subtle cul
ture—can we really accomplish true 
contextualization in the church?

A further problem is the deep impact on 
Japanese culture of non-Christian phi- 
losophy. Not only is Japanese culture 
highly complex，but it has been largely 
shaped by influences at odds with 
ChnsUan teaching—Shintoism, Confu
cianism and Buddhism, not to mention 
materialism. This is not promising.

There is hardly an aspect of Cnnstian 
work here that doesn’t struggle with 
Japanese attitudes to leadership, spintu- 
ality, family, work, community life and 
so on. Of course this doesn’t mean there 
is nothing good in Japanese culture, but 
it does make contextualization of the 
gospel less likely.

It would seem that Japanese culture is a 
singularly poor soil in which to plant the 
gospel. Perhaps, indeed，it is the swamp 
of Shusaku Endo’s Silence. Experience 
seems to bear out such a conclusion. Is 
the Japanese church then doomed to a 
future no better than its past?

My thinking on these issues has been 
helped by a recent book by Steven R. 
Reed entitled. Making Common Sense 
of Japan. Though not written specifi
cally about missions，this book nonethe
less has helpful insights. In particular, 
the author makes a thorough and con
vincing critique of the sorts of attitudes 
to culture which undergird much of the 
contextualization debate. I cannot go 
into his arguments here, but basically he 
critiques what he calls “mystical” views 
of culture, which see culture as an eso
teric, all-pervasive and unchanging real
ity explaining all that we do. If his cri
tique is valid then much of our mission 
thinking may be misguided or even 
counter-productive.

Of value in Reed’s book is his alterna
tive to the culturally oriented approach. 
He calls his the “common sense” ap-

A FUTURE 

NO BETTER 

THAN ITS 

PAST?
by Philip Miles

New ideas can be about as popular as 
piranhas in an onsen、but sometimes 
they can’t be avoided—the ideas, I 
mean. Take our work in Japan. Why is 
it so difficult? Why do we see so little 
fruit? Why is the church so small after 
decades of niissionaiy work?
The current wisdom seems to be that 
the blame lies with the Japanese cul
ture. Open any book on mission here 
and the chances are you’ll learn how 
some aspect of the culture is making 
our job next to impossible. But is that 
the whole story? Could we do a little 
more thinking on the subject—let a few 
piranhas loose in the water? This arti
cle is one attempt to do so.
Current thinking about Japanese cul
ture and its impact on our work, of 
course, reflects a wider interest in the 
matter of culture. Going under such 
labels as contextualization, one ac
cepted view is that, as missionaries, we 
can no longer just transplant ideas and 
methods from our own culture. Rather, 
vve need to foster methods of evange
lism or forms of church life adapted to 
the cultural environment in which wc 
are working. By doing so—and here we 
get to the heart of the issue—vve will 
insure that the Gospel both takes root 
and thrives in its new setting.

Clearly there is much to commend such 
a point of view. We don’t want to jeop
ardize our ministiy by trampling on 
local toes, nor do we need to import 
culturally inappropriate attitudes or 
methods. So far, so good. But what 
does it actually mean in Japan? I be-
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any particular culture—it has, in fact, 
worked well in a variety of cultures.
No, the crucial fact is that it can work 
in an “established” situation.

However, what if wc transferred this 
form of church life to a “pioneer” situa
tion? Could it function well in a context 
where almost nothing is known about 
llic Bible or church, and where there is 
no general assent to Christian values? 
Even before considering the nature of 
lhe surrounding culture, it is clear from 
the situation that such an approach is 
doomed to failure.

What would work in a “pioneer” set- 
ling? Surely a church which mobilized 
everyone for evangelism, gave strong 
support lo new converts and provided 
ongoing nurture for the church as a 
whole. It would be a place where Chris
tian lifestyle, methods of ministry and 
so on would be taught, modeled and 
conscientiously promoted within the 
church, because they won’t be picked 
up outside of il.

Il seems 
these are 
the very 
kind of 
churches 
winch are 
growing in 
Japan.
They come 
in various 
shapes and 
sizes but they share a commitment to 
the outreach and member support so 
essential in a pioneer setting.

Now, if we were looking at these 
churches from a ‘‘cultural” point of 
view, we would think they must have 
been able to adapt to Japanese culture 
in some way一that is why they are suc
cessful! However, the facts don’t bear 
tnis out. For one thing, these churches 
—from cell churches to more tradi
tional style一are not significantly dif
ferent from successful churches in other 
countries. They may be sensitive to 
Japanese culture at various points but it 
is not their “Japaneseness” that makes 
them work. It is that they are adapted to 
function in a “pioneer” situation.

Have we bequeathed to the Japanese 
church attitudes and methods ill-suited 
to the challenges of ministry in this 
country? Remember it is not so much 
that we have imported western ideas to 
an eastern setting as that we have un
wittingly introduced approaches to a 
pioneer setting which can only work 
well in an established situation.

Contextualization has gained wide cur
rency in recent years. Certainly it does 
have something to offer, but I believe it 
has been wildly overrated. Rather than 
critique the contextual ization theory in 
this article, however, I have simply 
tried to show what I think is a more 
fruitful alternative. I hope I have at 
least stimulated your thinking. I do be
lieve the situational approach shows us 
that something can be done, and that 
the Japanese churcn is not doomed to a 
future no better than its past.

Philip ルfiles and his wife Lyn have 
worked in Nishinomiya Shi, Hvogo Ken 
since 1992.

If we consider the methods and struc
tures we have introduced to Japan from 
a situational perspective, what would we 
see? Arc they approaches which help us 
tackle the problems in Japan, or do they 
add unnecessary difficulties? For in
stance, take the single pastor/idle con
gregation we considered a moment ago. 
Surely this is inappropriate to the pio
neer setting, yet it has been used often in 
Japan. It has taken on some cultural nu
ances here—such as the autocratic pas
tor and the subservient congregation一 
but this contextualization cannot change 
its fundamental mappropriateness.

Wc could look at a number of aspects of 
our work in Japan through this same 
grid. But I will just mention one—En
glish teaching. As an evangelistic tool, 
English teaching is widespread in Japan. 
From a cultural viewpoint it seems to 
fit. Many Japanese want to receive En
glish instniction, it suits the society’s 
bent to education and the practice of at
tending classes on many subjects. But 

how about from the situ
ational point 01 view?

I believe English teach
ing is unhelpful in the 
pioneer setting because it 
reinforces an institution
alized approach to min
istry―especially evange
lism. The implication is 
that evangelism is some
thing that can only be 

done by those assigned to the role and in 
a formal setting. This is counter
productive in a situation demanding a 
flexible, dynamic approach involving as 
many people as possible. A further dis
advantage of English teaching is that it 
fails to model a form of evangelism 
which new converts can follow. It means 
that the missionary is forever in demand 
to carry out the evangelistic side of min
istry.

I，m not saying we should never use the 
tool of English teaching. There may be 
specific contexts in which it is appropri
ate. My concern is the dominance of the 
method in many missionary circles as 
well as in the thinking of many Japanese 
Christians.

You are in good hands at

SEISHIKAI HOSPITAL

翁
m n i «> g

:: 一

181 beds

Comprehensive Medical Care
including rehabilitation and emergency 
as well as out patient service

Christian doctors and nurses
A Hospital with a Christian witness

Discount for missionaries and the clergy

Director: Dr. Nobuyoshi Okada
40-2 Sakashita 1 chome 
Itabashi Ku, Tokyo174 

Tel. 03.3968.2621
7 minutes walk from "Hasume" 
subway station (Mita Line)
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perspective

mIt was the middle 
of the Taisho era in 
the 1920’s—when 
English missionary,
George Dempsie, 
arrived in Japan.
His heart was for 
the evangelization 
of the whole coun- 
tiy, but he saw a 
pressing need in 
the red light district of Osaka. And so the 
Japan Rescue Mission was bom.

A P典 GE IN
jAPAwrs mstomY

FROM CHRJSHAN SH^MBUN ARCHiVSS 
TiANSLAUD by MIZUKO MATSUSHITA

Another mission worker had her own story 
of rebellion against God. Mrs. Miyako 
Tamai entered the red light district as a ded
icated communist. Her mission: to fight the 
unfair society that bred the poverty behind 
the prostitution.

Gospefl
Live

One by one they came—running from the 
slavery bred by poverty and sin. Many 
women but there were also children rescued 
just as they were about to be sold to the 
brothels. Soon there were many being cared 
for by missionaries at the risk of their 
lives.

were

Every Thursday 
Night

6:30-8:00 pm

Eventually it became imperative that she 
herself be rescued Communist friends 
helped her escape. Then in 1932, she was 
put in prison as a political offender. Some
one decided to grant her freedom on two 
conditions: that she renounce her views and 
that she stay at Ihe “House of Love’’ under 
the Dempsie’s care. She did and she even 
read the Bible, but for her own reasons. She 
simply thought she should know what Chris
tianity was in order to continue her fight 
against the ills of society. Her rebellious 
attitude was an annoyance to the entire staff.

own

The Dempsies, with a staff of about thirty 
single women missionaries, built Jiaikan, 
“House of Love，” on 18,000 tsubo of land in 
Sakai City. It had a hospital; educational 
facilities for simple academic studies, as 
well as courses in cooking and sewing; and 
a chapel where daily worship and prayer set 
the atmosphere for the entire compound.

Evangelistic
Concert

Bible
They established a children’s home and 
took in many, especially during the great 
Tohoku famine. They had to purchase the 
legal right to register these children as 
theirs. The spreading famine was the back
drop for the sale of children at prices below 
the going rate for cows and horses. Years 
later quite a few of these children became 
nurses, doctors and pastors.

Then came the day she discovered that all 
the young missionaries had false teeth. They 
had chosen this route to avoid toothaches 
and the accompanying difficulties in Japan. 
Mrs. Tamai’s initial response to this amaz
ing discovery was to laugh and ndicule the 
ignorant foreigners. And then her heart was 
pricked with a very different discovery. She 
saw that they had come to Japan to bring the 
love of Jesus Christ; they lived on meager 
allowances with no fringe benefits; and in 
spite of their limitations in the language, 
they had chosen to live side by side with 
rebels like herself.

Tiime
Every Tuesday 

Night 
6:30-7:30

Bible Study 
for Beginners

Most of the financial support came from 
England and other foreign countries, but 
there were Japanese pioneers, who for the 
abolishment of prostitution, selflessly 
served with the missionaries.

Please join us!

“I learned there were two ways，” she said, 
“reforming society with hatred, or becoming 
related to people through love.” With 
more hesitation, she chose the Way of fol
lowing Jesus. She was baptized, studied in 
the Mission Bible School and worked for the 
mission until the center was closed down 
just before the onset of World War n.

Mrs. Sumie Kayama, one of those loyal 
workers, told of occasions when brothel 
owners would chase the women right into 
the compound—more than one escaping 
prostitute was barely spared death by the 
protection of missionaries and staff.

Directed by 

Rev. Makoto Hiratano

Ochanomizu 
Christian Center 

2-1，Kanda Surugadai 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo101

Sometimes the women would become vio
lent as a result of the mental derangement 
caused by syphilis. After the women came 
to Christ，when they began to feel violent 
they would ask for ice. Cooling their fore
heads with ice they would praise the Lord, 
knowing that only He could save them.

As a result of the brief article on the JRM in 
'95 issue of the Harvest, retir

ing missionary Elizabeth Palmer sent 
yellowed copy of the Christian Shinbun with 
the above story. Miss Matsushita graciously 
did the basic work of translating it into En-

the summer
us a

Tel. 03-3296-1006
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perspective

^he (Brazilian ConnectionA young Brazilian Japanese came 
to Japan, settled in Toyohashi, Aichi 
Ken, got in with a wild crowd, did 
drugs, and was prodigal with his fi
nances. He went back to Brazil—with 
an empty heart. And the waiting Father 
sent a friend to invite him to church. 
There he was wonderfully converted.

Meanwhile, his cousin, a backslid
den Christian, was still living in Toy- 
ohashi One day he received an unpre
tentious invitation to a meeting for 
Brazilian Japanese. He didn’t go, but 
he kept the invitation. In fact, he took it 
all the way back lo Brazil. He got 
straightened out with the Lord and now 
the cousins were united in Christ.
When the new convert decided lo re
turn to Toyohashi, the cousin remem
bered the little invitation. And so it

by %atie Sisco

growth goes on. A fourth pastor is 
preparing to come from Brazil soon. He 
already speaks Japanese and will be a 
great asset to the other pastors.

A goal is discipling the believers 
and starling new churches. One tool 
they are using is a Bible correspondence 
course specifically designed to train 
leaders. Twenty are now doing the study 
at home and getting together with a pas
tor for teaching three hours a week.

As a whole, the Brazilian Japanese 
tend to stay together and most do not 
become fluent in Japanese. They don't 
feel totally comfortable even with 
Japanese relatives, so one well-received 
ministiy has been camps during Golden 
Week, Obon, and New Year’s time.
They arc homesick. They also have a 
basic understanding of Biblical things 
because of the Catholic influence in 
Brazil and the foundation of religion 
taught in the schools, so they are not 
hard to reach.

Anne Uchida spent years as a mis
sionary in Brazil and is fluent in Por
tuguese. Now she works in the Tokai 
area with Japanese Brazilian groups that 
have their base within the local church. 
In some churches they are directly in
volved with the 
Japanese con
gregation and 
everything is 
translated.

In Anne's 
own situation, 
they meet once 
a month with 
the Japanese 
church, using 
simultaneous 
translation and 
sharing the 
Lord’s Supper together. The other Sun
days they meet in their own “chapel” in 
the church building and enjoy the free
dom of a more “Latin style” of worship.

Ministry among the Brazilian

Japanese is fluid, as they arc constantly 
coming and going. Even so, there are 
always 30—40 in Anne’s group. Anne 
works with the other groups in the 
Tokai area as well and for several years 
now has been the kcounselor1 for The 
Refuge，各leaders，group formed about 
4 years ago to sponsor camps, seminars 
and leaders' retreats. During Golden 
Week, 1995, they had 95 campers in 
Karuizawa—from Aichi, Chiba, Hi
roshima, Kanagawa, Mie, Saitama, 
Shiga, Shizuoka and Toyama.

The Assembly of God churches 
have a large ministry among the Brazil
ian Japanese, with about 55 groups 
nation-wide. Other denominations are 
working with Brazilian Japanese as 
well.

made the journey all the way back to 
Japan.

That was when Anne Uchida, mis
sionary in Toyohashi, got a telephone 
call. She’s still marveling at how God 
used that simple flyer prepared by the 
Brazilian Japanese Christians she 
works with. The young man was bap
tized in their church on December 3rd. 
The cousin is now back in Japan and 
both young men are living for the Lord.

They are among the 150,000 
Brazilian Japanese living and working 
in Japan. Most of them are factory 
workers, though there are a percentage 
in specialized jobs such as engineering. 
It’s a unique mission field and God has 
called faithful workers into the harvest.

Another Brazilian connection re
lates to the popular soccer players from 
Brazil in the J League here in Japan. 
Bismarck has made a bold stand as a 
Christian and his habit or kneeling on 
the field in prayer after a goal or game- 
has become household knowledge. Hc- 
and others, like Jorginho, Evair, Cesar 
Sampaio, and Zinho want to help reach 
Japan with the Gospel.

Recently, in Iwatsuki. one of the 
Brazilian pas
tors, Gilberto 
Beltrao de 
Oliveira, ar
ranged a meet
ing to bring 
these Christian 
players to
gether with 
Japanese 
church leaders 
to share their 
vision. Brazil
ian Japanese 

Christians feel they can be facilitators 
in this connection. God may well use 
them to be missionaries to their own 
race.

One is Tint Huber、working in 
Kanagawa Ken. Tim grew up as an MK 
in Brazil, speaking fluent Portuguese. 
He first came to Japan as a short-termer 
with TEAM, worked with tlie Ralph 
Coxes and began to learn Japanese.
Now here independently, he speaks 
three languages, slipping back and 
forth among them easily. God has fitted 
him for his calling—ministering to 
Japanese who arc not Japanese in 
Japan!

A Brazilian Japanese church came 
into existence under Tim’s care. Now it
is three churches each with its own 
Brazilian pastor. These three groups 
have four outreach points and the
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perspective
wanted to care for Mom 
as long as possible. He 
had gradually taken over 
the running of the 

\ home. My brother 
\ called occasionally 
ノ offering to come if 

Dad needed him. Dad did 
not want to interrupt his son’s full 
work schedule and so did not call for 
help.

We three siblings, living far away, 
heard of “adventures” (when Dad lost 
Mom at the concert hall or the shop
ping mall) after the fact. When we sug
gested to Dad on the phone that he hire 
extra help, he would say that there was 
someone in the church that had offered 
to visit and he would ask them. We 
would find out the next time we talked 
with him that he had not asked.

A difficult question for the adult chil
dren of aging parents is: at what point 
do we step in and insist on making 
arrangements for care? Prior to a 
three-week visit to my parents, I sent 
my Dad information on Alzheimer sup
port groups and encouraged him to get 
in touch with a group in his city. When 
we arrived, we discovered that Dad was 
so involved in Mom’s care he had nei
ther energy nor focus to pursue infor
mation on community resources. So I 
phoned the local group and was told 
there was a day-care program which 
people with Alzheimer’s could attend.

Dad and I visited this program and he 
was vciy impressed. A few weeks later, 
he took Mother, giving her six hours of 
input from other people, some creative 
stimulation, and providing himself with 
much needed personal time. He and I 
also visited a local Alzheimer support 
group. Although he did not continue 
attending, after Mom was moved to a 
nursing home, he participated in the 
monthly support group there.

Somehow my going with Dad lo visit 
the day-care program helped him ac
knowledge the reality of his situation 
and come to the point of willingness to 
receive help. He was able to recognize 
the benefit to Mother as well. This step 
had been difficult to take on his own.

the elder parent. Those of us living far 
from our parents notice that 
when we do see 
them, ノ〆〆〆

When many of us first left our home 
countries to serve God in Japan, it was 
our parents who saw us off. promised to 
pray, helped in our financial support, 
and perhaps even stored our belong
ings. At the time we were con- 
fident our parents 
could continue C 
working or, if 
retired, were ca
pable of maintain
ing an independent 
lifestyle. Unless 
they were already ill 
or disabled in some way, who of us 
thought 20-30 years ahead to the possi
ble reversal of roles in our relationship. 
For us that day has come. The care of 
our parents is a primary focus right 
now and we are learning much as we 
have accepted this responsibility.

One of Jesus，final utterances when in 
anguish on the cross was arrangenicm 
with a disciple for the ongoing care of 
His mother Mary, relinquishing His 
own filial duty (Jn. 19:26,27). What a 
poignant example for us to consider.

While change 
is inevitable as 
children ma
ture, the root of 
the emotional 
relationship for 
both genera
tions remains 
the parent- 
child identity.
The challenge 
to everyone 
concerned oc
curs when the parent, through aging or 
disease, becomes increasingly depen
dent on the child，and in actuality the 
ftinctional role reverses. The care
giving adult child acts in many ways as 
a parent to a father and/or mother who 
becomes increasingly childlike in phys
ical dependency, and perhaps menial 
dependency, as well.

At what point do we begin to get 
more involved in the direction our 
parents’ lives are going? Emotionally 
it is difficult to assume the decision
making role once capably handled by

fi^x
的 we and

they are “up” for 
〆〆*^ the event. They tend to put
their best face forward and enjoy the 

time with us. It is easy to accept their 
“we’re fine” as true, though we may no
tice normal decreases in their activities 
due lo aging. We may ask questions re
garding their long-range plans for care... 
especially as their peers move into vari
ous levels of retirement centers.

But if our parents affirm their intention 
of remaining independent “as long as we 

when is it appropriate to presscan,
them for realistic thinking regarding 
their plans in the event of sudden ill
ness, disability, or when “as long as 
we can” ends? Perhaps we, as well as 
our parents, are fearful of discussing the 

next step...because of 
the changes involved on 
both sides.

In our situation, both 
sets of parents enjoyed a 
decade or more of re
tired independence. 
They encouraged and 
supported our decision 
to work overseas, mak
ing the most of the 
weeks we spent together 

every three years. Since 1990, with 
Bob’s parents approaching iheir 90’s， 
we used our annual three week vacation 
to come to the U.S. lo see our parents as 
well as our grown children.

Bob has no living siblings，so his par
ents relied on him heavily for assistance 
in decision-making. Our son and an
other close relative live near my parents 
and were an emotional support for them 
as well as kept us informed.

Since 1980, my mother has shown 
symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease. The 
diagnosis was confirmed in 1992. Dad

\ ' •； •； I
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growth of the Church in Japan. Most of 
us get involved with responsibilities 
that are difficult to leave for a pro
tracted period.

Following our visit. Dad continued tak
ing Mother weekly to day care. Never
theless, Ihc full-time care-giving was 
wearing him down. Even though I had 
recommended he call a local group that 
would provide respite care, he never 
called them. On the inside, he was wilt
ing, yet did not ask for help.

Three months later, when Mother fell 
and broke her hip, my brother took off 
work for the day and helped Dad with 
all the paperwork for hospitalization.
He also spent lime with Mom, helping 
her understand why she must remain in 
the hospital for awhile. Dad confided to 
us later that he was thankful for that 
accident ...he could not conlinue ‘‘on 
call” 24 hours a day.

We encountered similar resis
tance with Bob’s parents. Our 
periodic phone calls from 
Japan were less than satisfac- 
tory. Mother assured us she 
was alright. Father couldn’t 
say much in her presence and 
rarely wrote us a letter.

During our annual visit in 1991, we 
suggested a retirement center to them. 
We thought that would provide the se
curity of staff they could call on, they 
wouldn’t have to fix all their meals, or 
worry about a car. But they were 
adamant about remaining in llieir own 
apartment. Their doctor agreed with 
their viewpoint, encouraging them to 
stay on their own as long as they could.

They were able to do so for three more 
years, with assistance from local agen
cies providing transportation and 
household help. After Mother injured 
her hip, the doctor arranged for home 
health care and weekly help with laun
dry and cleaning...all paid for by Medi
care.

We’ve learned to ask key questions: “If 
I were there, how could 1 help you? 
What things don’t get done because of 
the time it takes you to help Mom (or 
Dad)? Would you let someone else do 
them for you? Do you want to call and 
arrange it, or shall 1?’’ If the parents 
want to do the arranging, tell them 
you’ll ask during your next call how

things arc going...and 
then don’t forget! A 
doctor or a neighbor 
can also give an objec
tive evaluation of care 
needs.

Our own decision to extend our home 
assignment in the U.S. in order to care 
for our parents was emotionally painful 
for us and disruptive to those in Japan 
who were depending on us to continue 
our job responsibilities. However, as we 

facilities either in your own community looked at our parents，needs and Con
or near your parents’ home. Check into sidered who was available to meet
continuing care, i.e. a “campus” with
apartments for the retired as well as as- of that picture. Bob’s parents grew in 
sisted living, board and care、and 
skilled nursing care options. A variety 
of medical assistance is also available

Adult children can ini
tiate the gathering of 
information on behalf of aging parents. 
Become aware of alternative elder-care

them, we decided wc needed to be part

dependence on him as their health dete
riorated, and we are thankful we were 
near them in the final months of his

for hire in one’s home. father’s life.

The Apostle Paul talked about the pro
cess of aging in II Cor. 4:16, 
as the outer shell is decaying, the in
ner person is being renewed daily... 
in anticipation of our eventual promo
tion into the Lord’s Presence in 
heaven.

By whatever means一letter，e-mail, 
FAX, phone or our physical presence, 
let us encourage our parents in this atti
tude and prayerfully reproduce it in our 
own lives.

evenDad confided to us later that he was 
thankful for that accident...he could 

not continue “on call” 24 hours a day.

Many retirement communities have 
waiting lists, so it is wise to consider 
tins several years ahead and make a 
down payment well in advance. Some 
facilities will advise you of openings, but 
do not obligate you if you prefer to wait.

Often a retirement community plans its 
nursing care facility to meet the needs of 
its longer term residents, who first 
moved into an independent unit. So it is 
sometimes not easy to move directly into 
the skilled nursing level.

My parents were glad they had made a 
down payment on an independent aparl- 
incnl in their chosen retirement commu
nity. When Mother could not return 
home after breaking her hip and needed 
continuing nursing care because of 
Alzheimers, the facility they had a reser
vation in was willing to admit her into 
their Alzheimer wing. My father still 
holds a reservation for himself.

The decision if and when to become 
personally involved in caring for par
ents is rarely a simple one. It is further 
complicated by living and working half 
a world away. As missionaries, we be
lieve (hat God has led us to invest our 
spiritual gifts and physical energy in the

A brief summary of resources supplied by 
Mrs. Fuhriman follows. For those interested 
in more information，a paper is available 
through the JEMA Office. Please ask for 
“HELP FOR PARENTS ”
COMMUNITY RESOURCES

Agency names: Area Agency on Ag
ing, Adult Care-Home finders, Supervi
sory Care, Senior Resource Network 
State: Elderly Care Referral Service 
County: Health Department

Check public libraries for a free 
monthly newspaper for seniors.

A ARP (American Association of Re
tired Persons) publishes Modern Matu
rity magazine monthly.
MEDICARE/MEDICAJD

Coverage by Medicare for hospitaliza
tion and post-release care is for a lim
ited time only. Hospice care for tenni- 
nally ill patients is covered by Medi-
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care. Medicaid is available for those 
needing long-term financial assistance. 
Currently only nursing centers have 
Medicaid beds. In some states, board 
and care homes are hoping for certifica
tion to take patients receiving Medicaid.

To bequeath money or property to family 
members (or anyone), plans need to be 
made a minimum of three years before 
applying for Medicaid. Some lawyers arc 
willing to do a free assessment of the 
resource situation to help you know if 
their on-going assistance is needed to 
arrange annuities, disposc/divide prop
erty, and complete Medicaid application. 
Literature is available that explains how 
to qualify and apply for Medicaid. Plan
ning well in advance of need is vital.

JEMA
WOMEN’S RETREAT

DID YOU KNOW 

that the
〇CC LANGUAGE SCHOOL 

in addition to the regular 

classes in English, German 
and French also offers 

WEEKLY BIBLE CLASSES 

as follows?Mar 4-6, 1996 

Megumi Chalet, Kaniizawa
ENGLISH: Tuesday 1:00-2:00 

Thursday 6:30-8 30
Speaker: S/Cay

v：Mm,

ur

GERMAN : Tuesday 7:20-8:20 
Friday 1:00-2:00see inser‘ 

regisfralion 
cJeiai/s

Recommended Reading and Resources.
“New Lifestyles”一(1-800-869-9549) is a 
free booklet listing assisted living、board 
and care, and skilled nursing facilities in a 
given county.
Weisheit, Eldon. Aging Parents. Lion Pub
lishing Co.，Elgin, IL. (94) An excellent 
source of strategies and community resources 
available in most areas. Written by a Tuscon, 
aZ pastor
Bove, Alexander. The Medicaid Planning 
Handbook. Little, Brown & Co. (92)
Budish, Armond. Avoiding the Medicaid 
Trap. Holt. (rev. 94)

FRENCH Thursday 7:20-8:20

Thiri JIM涿
Me龍セIF職f 

Su觀腿it

No Registration

No Charges

EVERYONE IS 

CORDIALLY 

INVITED

JOIN US

May 28-31，1996

SEND Okutama 

Bible CampBob and Beth Fuhriman
LANGUAGE SCHOOL

The Fuhrimans have been with LIFE 
Ministries since 1981.They are 
presently on home assignment.

details and registration 

information insert in 

this issue.

2-1 f Kanda Surugadai 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo

101
窗03 (3291) 1285
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perspective T^hey
Eight years ago the Wcstbergs left 

Japan after 35 years of faithful service 
with the Covenant Mission. They had 
no plans to come back and were hap
pily ministering in interim pastorates in 
Minnesota. When their daughter Lois 
called and asked if they would consider 
an interim pastorate in Japan, Gladys 
reminded Harry of a couple of his own 
sermons. Seems he likes to preach on 
things like, “If you’re under God’s au
thority, He has the right to tell you 
where lo go...” and I can't find 
'retirement5 in Scripture.”

So they returned, to a changing 
Japan. First of all, they miss many 
compatriots, already with the Lord. 
Then ’when they came in 1952, almost 
everyone still wore geta and the sounds 
of wooden shoes were as much a part of 
Japan as Ml. Fuji. Not only has that 
"romantic” era disappeared, it is re
placed by a craze to imitate the West 
and beyond. This time the Westbergs 
found porno in their mailbox, a highly 
materialistic society, and less contacts 
with students. They used lo have Jr. 
and Sr. high and college students want
ing English all the time. This time the

people wanting 
English are the 
older women— 
still a valuable 
way to make 
contacts, though, 
they say.

It seems to 
them there arc 
more Japanese with mental problems 
now—perhaps the result of the last 15 
years or so of affluence with no more 
'goal’ to reach for. From Harry’s per
spective, the negative impact of TV here 
outweighs the good and is having a sad 
effect on society as a whole. He quoted 
an old saying, “The ship has to be in the 
water, but woe to the ship if the water 
gets into it,” thinking of the effect even 
on today’s believers.

On the positive side, they’ve sensed a 
new spirit of optimism regarding Chris
tianity among the Japanese and a greater 
cooperation among Japanese church 
leaders. What they'd love to see, they 
say, is a rejoicing church. True Chris
tian joy is the biggest 'draw.’ “Do the 
Japanese see Christians as having their 
act together?” Harry asks. “Can they see

Vn -
)Harn [anci^ladys Westberg

_ vAjjJct;:»Glpist Church, ^
n J/Iarch,1995^-

retired
the reality of the Gospel in our lives?”

Harry also suggested that “if mis
sion boards had a test for a sense of hu
mor, it might be the most significant 
testing they could do.” He says we as 
missionaries can still give to the 
Japanese in this area—helping them 
learn to laugh at themselves. The West
bergs see a need for more inter- 
generational relationships in the church 
these days—’natural，cell groups that 
spring from the church life.

Westbergs raised five children here. 
Two of their daughters ore back in 
Japan. Michael and Julie Harris 
with the C&ALA and Rick and Lois 
Seely are in business in Tokyo. Harry 
and Gladys have five grandchildren 
here, one special incentive for 'un
retiring 'to Japan for mvhile.

are

The ministry of

圓■ !}(]は^/◎■處N (NEW LIFE LEACUEf JAPAN)

is expanding
When your words came, I ate them; 
they were my joy and my heart's delight. 
Jer.15:16.

Will you help us send

Bibles to China
and other spiritually 
needy nations?

I AM

ぃ

^28!' -.m

Shinsei Senkyodan
170 Kumai, Hatoyama Machi,
Hiki Gun, Saitama Ken 350-03
Tel: 0492 96 0727 Fax: 0492 96 6515
Furikae number for donations: 00100-3-759926

Please contact us at this address 
for further information 
on how we can work together.

®新生宣教团
New Life League, Japan
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Potpourri & Pr❹imises
by Janice A. Kropp

Just Between Friends

not! What wc arc thinking about is the 
kind of friendship in which there is 
special bond. A lot of us know the 
special bond of friendship given in mar
riage. Marriage is, as someone put it. 
friendship at the deepest level, and to 
that I heartily agree. But there is yet 
another bond—the bond between 
“sisters in Christ” that is a rare treasure. 
What warmth and assurance spill out of 
the words, “You know, you are my bcsl 
friend!” You and I need friends who are 
special!

Second, let’s think about “earth- 
bound” friendships!

No true friend is made without trans
parency and tenderness! Two Old resta- 
ment women come to mind: Naomi and 
Ruth. What a beautiful friendship these 
two had! Naomi gave Ruth a husband in 
her son, took her to a new homeland, 
and gave her a position in the lineage of 
Christ! Ruth gave Naomi happiness in 
her despair, fullness in her emptiness, 
and peace in her desperation (notes in 
NIV Book of Ruth). These two were so 
closely knit in friendship that when Ruth 
gave birth to Obed, the townswomen 
said, “Naomi has a son!”

Friends come in all kinds of pack
ages! Our upbringing, personalities, and 
perspectives make a wild collage with 
deep and beautiful connections. We are 
sisters, who have brothers, in HIS 
KINGDOM WORK.

As an M.K., I lived in dorms from 
grade one through my college sopho
more year. Finding my way as a person 
was nothing short of a great adventure, 
with stumbling and the usual hurts along 
the way. I did not have difficulty making 
mends, but、‘real friends, faitliJrul and 
true”一where were they? In efforts to 
shield myself from unnecessary (or so I 
thought) hurls, I lei less and less of my 
heart be known •

Well, when I met that special guy in 
college, I had him mystified. I shall 
never forget the quandry in his words, 
“Janice, I don't really know who you 
are.” Now that scared me! I failed to 
realize I had nol allowed myself to be 
“open” to people. If I were afraid to be 
the slightest bit transparent, I was proba
bly not being a ‘'good mend” to anyone 
else, either. That realization started me 
on a road toward transparency and new 
tenderness.

Do you find yourself thinking, 
“We’re a// friends!”？ On the one hand, I 
would agree, but on the other, I would

a

Like a vapor, the days一the years 
come and go! God’s precious Word, 
bringing commentary on all of life, de
clares. ''All men are like grass, and all 
their glory like the flowers of the field; 
the grass withers and the flowers fall, 
BUT the Word of the Lord stands for
ever. "(I Peter 1:24, 25) At the most our 
time is short! Today let’s pause to think 
about one of life’s most extraordinary 
treasures... FRIEND SHIP!

First, let’s consider 
“heavenward” friendship!

Jesus’ beautiful, yet unbelievable 
statement of UI no longer call you ser
vants...instead I have called you 
friends, for everything that I learned 
from My Father I have made known to 
YOU,” (John 15:15) is truth, yet I can 
hardly take in its fullness. The Holy 
God of this universe and beyond looks 
at sini\il me and calls me His mend. No 
way can I be to Him what He is to me! 
But He is not saying that，is He? God’s 
friendship starts and ends with Himself. 
Jesus took the time to show us, to share 
with us, and to sacrifice for us Himself,

* in order to draw us into His proclama
tion, t4I have called you friends.”

No friend is made in a day! Tracing 
the life of Abraham, we find that trust 
moved him so close to the heart of God 
that he was called “God’s friend!” He 
heard and followed heavenly inslruc- 
tion. Abraham had so little that was 
tangible, but he reached a relationship 
with his God that you and I will proba
bly never attain. However, this beautiful 
historical account gives rise to hope for 
the same! Pure and simple trust, com
bined with time, results in the treasure 
of heavenward friendship.

the

Then, too, our children, needing the 
same, must be taught and encouraged 
along these lines or they might just miss 
the mark. The making of a special 
friendship is very important! Raising 
missionary children has its ‘hard’ side, 
and I venture to say that my experience 
in “friendship” as a youth was not un
usual. We must pray for and encourage 
our precious children to make a good 
friend. And who is ‘a special friend?' 
The formula of * a good friend is 
who helps us do 
keep our children from a lot of 
heartache and loneliness.

Webster’s Dictionary defines 
FRIEND as, “One attracted to another 
by esteem，respect and affection; 
intimate. One not hostile; one not a 
foe.” Charles Spurgeon wrote, 
“Friendship is one of the sweetest joys 
of life!”

one
best” just mightour

an
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Friends.” Maybe we should ask permis
sion to print it for this magazine some 
time!

When she told me she was staying 
home for the summer, I would never 
have dreamed of sending her a card from 
Spain telling her what a lovely time I 
was having.

When her mixer broke down I never 
asked if she had sent in the warranty.

When I moved 3,000 miles away, she 
never told me what I was doing to her.

When her mother died, I never said， 
“She had a rich, full life, and after all, 
she was in her 70’s.”

When I argued with my husband and 
begged her for advice, she listened and 
kept her mouth shut.

Recently she lost her youngest child, 
in his 20’s. I listened to her and I cried 
with her and I felt pain I had 
known I could feel before. But not once 
did I say to her，‘I know how you feel.’’’

QUESTION: In our busy, daily life 
as missionaries, are we enjoying this 
sweetness? Emerson spoke to friendship 
when he wrote, “We take care of our 
health. We lay up money. We make our 
roof tight. We make our clothing sulTi- 
cient. But who provides wisely that he 
shall not be wanting the best property of 
all—friends strong and true?”

GIVE ME A SMILE:
The following is a precious letter I 

received years ago upon being friendly.

“I hasten to inform you that...Many 
thanks for homemade soup and bread 
for my husband the other day. Well,
Mr. Sasaki who is a patient my hus
band's neighbor at bed in the ward 
wants to go to church of which hasn’t 
heard. He has read a book lately. It is 
the book written by Ayako Miura which 
Mr. Kropp lent us long ago. He was 
deeply affected by the contents of it.

He fell down from a stepladder 
duty and was hard hit on the head. So 
he gets exhaust his nerves by reading a 
book. Nevertheless, he has done it on 
which spending seven days. How deeply 

affected! He wants to be 
preached the Gospel by Mr. Kropp now. 
Please answer his prayer. I'll call you 

the phone next Wednesday about 
noon. Good-by! To Mrs. Kropp from 
Harumi Hinomiya.’’

f Time + trust + transparency 
+ tenderness = a best incnd. ff嘮嘮切切嘐嘮繫零嘐礞嘮嘐嘐

On the wall here in our cozy study 
hangs an Arabian proverb,

“A jriend is one to whom one may 
pour out all the contents of one’s 
heart, chaff and grain together, know
ing that the gentlest of hands mil take 
and sift it, keep what is worth keeping 
and yvith the breath of kindness, blow 
the rest away.”

never

on

Oh, the beauty of a best friend! Re
member they come in all kinds of pack
ages. Be sure you don’t misread the 
label. Saint Francis of Assissi in A Day 
in Your Presence writes, “Whom are we 
to count as our ‘best lriends?' All those 
whose unjust actions and words cause us 
all manner of grief and trial.... Why? 
Because they teach us who vve are, so 
that we may repent and forsake all that 
displeases the fnend of all mends, our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”

Friends and special mends, let’s trea
sure one and all! Please take the time 
required to unwrap and sample your 
‘friend’ package, always remembering 
that the 'heavenward' mendship makes 
tins vapor-like journey very well worth
while. May your SPECIAL FRIEND and 
mine be our “sweetness” today and to
morrow and tomorrow...! jk

he was

Without comment, let me give you a 
piece written by well-known American 
writer/entertainer Erma Bombeck end

ow

tied, “My Best Friend ”
“When I told iny friend I was fat, she 

said, ‘I just lost three pounds 
without even trying.’

When we went to a ksockliop in 
offered a way

never THIS ISSUE’S PROMISE

“And we 
who...reflect the 

Lord’s glory，ARE 
being transformed 
into His likeness 

with ever- 
increasing glory, 

which comes front 
the Lord, who is 

the Spirit.”
II Cor. 3:18

college and she 
home, she never ditched me.

was

When I gave myself a home perm 
and left it in too long, she was the only 
one to sit with me in the bathroom until 
it grew out.

When I told her my husband gave 
me two snow tires for our anniversary, 
she never said，“You should be happy 
he even remembered•”

When I had a miscarriage and every
one else in the world said, “There will 
be other babies,” she cried with me over 
the one I lost.

T.S.
By the way, men need friends, too. I 

have ail excellent article on my desk 
from “Today’s Better Life” Spring 1994 
issue entitled, “Real Men Need
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part#ner#Ship n 1：being united with 
others in action, purpose or enterprise

We welcome you into our partnership 
of parents, staff and mission 
organizations, dedicated to nurturing 
knowledge and vision to educate 
global Christians for 
join us as a partner in ministry.

Comeservice.

Christian Academy in Japan
Tokyo Campus ° Nagoya Campus

For further information: 1-2-14 Shinkawa cho, Higashi Kurume shi Tokyo 203 
Tel. 0424-71-0022 Fax: 0424-76-2200

JMU BS HEW!
New Rates!

Compare Our Rates! Compare Our Class Size!

New Curriculum! New Church Life Program!
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Winter Term 1996:1/8-3/22 Spring Term 1996:4/3-7/12
Fax. & Tel. 03-3202_0388

c/o Waseda Hoshien, 2-3-1 Nishiwaseda, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo169

Japan Missionary Language Institute
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OUR SPECIALTY: TEXTBOOKS 
FOR ENGLISH BIBLE CLASSES

Listed in order of difficulty

My Body Book #2 (large letters) ¥1000 
Your Good Words ABC Book
1 Learn to Read About Jesus 
Workbook for I Learn to Read 
Basic Course for EBC 
Jesus - 26 Lessons for EBC 
Jesus - 26 Pictures/Scriptures 
Jesus - 26 Lessons/Complete
2 Week Course - 26 pages 
All About the Church - 70pp.
50 Lessons in Luke - 52pp.
Guide to Christ, the Church 
and the Christian Life •160pp.
Christian Doctrine Workbook 
24 Week Course for EBC 
Church Begins: Acts - 35 Lessons ¥1200 
Chinese Art Calendars - from each 
October. Cheaper in quantity

¥1000
Y1000 
¥1000 

¥300 
¥600 
V400 

VI000 
¥200 

¥1000 
V600

¥1500
Y750

¥1000

VI50

WRITE OR CALL

FAX OR PHONE
0994-42-

E ANYT
44/1/1

IME

Japan Harvest

Toyama recalls, ‘At one point m my 
prison days, all I could think was, 
‘When I die. I’m going to commit the 
job of taking revenge on our western 
enemies to the next generation.’ Now I 
realize that what we need to pass on to 
those who follow us is a practical ap
plication of the peace that only God 
can give. I think that’s why the Lord 
spared my life and brought me back to 
Japan.” This is l’oyama’s mission.

In 1985, Toyama fulfilled a life’s 
dream. He published A Prison Diary 
of a Burma War CriminaL In his 
postscript, he reflects, “When I observe 
the faces of today’s Japanese, who live 
out the glory of the nation’s economic 
miracle with an attitude of 'the world 
is ours,' I con't help but be reminded 
of the same prideful spirit we carried 
from the drunken thrill of war suc
cesses.
dark prison in Burma—that the world 
needs the truth of the Bible—still 
needs to be taught to this generation of 
Japanese.

What Toyama learned in a

CHRISTIAN CENTER BOOKSTORE
Box 14, Kanoya, Kagoshima 893

was the right way to live and the only 
path to victory.'' As Scripture began to 
penetrate his mind, Toyama came to 
understand his real heart condition. 
Remembering the cruelty with which 
he had treated the Burmese and Chi
nese, royama realized he could not find 
even a hint of kindness in his heart.

‘Though I had been convicted for a 
murder I had not commilted, I came to 
see that I was guilty of many crimes far 
worse. I knew I deserved to die. I felt so 
guilty for my sins (hat my 
head would throb and sleep 
would elude me.” Not long 
after, Toyama came to see 
that the cross of Christ was 
his only hope. He placed his 
faith in Jesus Christ. Hate for 
his western captors disappeared.

In April of 1947, Toyama recorded the 
following in his 'prison toilet paper 
memoirs.' uEver since the Meiji 
Restoration, in esteeming only knowl
edge and power, we have absorbed the 
material aspects of western culture 
while purposefully rejecting the Chris
tianity behind it. I think we should rec
ognize that the suffering we are endur
ing is a direct trial from the hand of a 
God who loves the Japanese people. 
Only upon this understanding will a 
new Japan be bom.” These insightful 
words speak loudly even 48 years later.

Released after serving only eight years 
of his sentence, Toyama suffered a se
vere case of tuberculosis contracted in 
prison. The Lord mercilully healed 
him. Returning to Japan, he married a 

Christian nurse, but still faced nu
merous trials. Though he found a 
job in a lumber company owned by 
relatives, Toyama decided, against 
their wishes, to quit because he 
wasn’t free to attend church on 
Sundays. Drifting through six dif
ferent jobs and moving five times, 
Toyama experienced tough years.

‘‘1 was not a courageous person, but I 
learned how to call on the Lord and He 
not only gave me boldness and wis
dom, He also opened doors for me.”

testimony
of Ryosaku Toyama 

October 8.1995

“No matter what kind of person, God’s 
power is able to transfonn him，” says 
Ryosaku Toyama, a 78 year old Gifii 
native whose life story backs his claim.

The end of WWII brought Toyama, a 
military police officer with the 
Japanese Imperial Army in Burma, 
before a British war crimes’ court, 
where he was sentenced to sixteen 
years for murder. Though innocent of 
the crime, false testimony convicted 
In m

As he witnessed the execution of a 
number of ms compatriots, Toyama 
was gripped by a fearful panic for lhe 
time lie would be called out to die. 
Confined in dark, solitary cells and 
suojccted to intense interrogation, a 
number of prisoners went crazy. 
Toyama vented his turmoil by secretly 
scribbling his heart-cries on single 
sheets of sliff toilet paper that were 
pari of prisoners’ daily rations.

In January, 1947, Toyama wrote, 
“Though I cry with a loud voice, no 
one comes to help me!1 think I 'll try 
praying to God. Maybe He 'll hear and 
help. " Scarcely two months later, he 
received a priceless packet from Japan 
which included a New Testament 
(from a pastor in his home town).

Being starved for read
ing, Toyama began to 
devour his New Testa
ment, only to be 
shocked by wliat lie 
read. “Love your ene
mies and pray for those 
who persecute you.”
(Mt. 5:44) He admits,
“Frankly，I could not comprehend the 
meaning of what I was reading. I had 
been brainwashed that hating my ene
mies and killing as many as I could

•邊

Gleanings From The Christian Shinbun
by Steve Friesen クワスチャン新聞
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KANSAI NEWSreaders’ perspective
by Nancy SorleyI found the last Japan Harvest and 

the “Japan Update” very interesting.
My only regret is that I wish my father 
had been given credit on the “Christian 
Influence on Buddhism.” That was his 
area of research and the material comes 
from him. I only revised and put some 
things together.

The Board of Appeal is to hear the 
Japanese prisoners on November 13th. 
If a re-trial is granted, it may not be for 
a year. The appeal is based on the mis
takes of the former judge and there is 
plenty to warrant a re-trial.Il will be 
great to generate more prayer for them 
from the missionary community.

In Christ, S/epAen ~iJoun^
Brentwood, TN

Another important pari of the Norwe
gian community in Kobe is the Norwe
gian Seaman’s Church. In about 1956, 
The Seamen’s Mission began work 
among the many Norwegian sailors who 
came into ports in Japan. The work is 
still going on today. The church pastor, 
Tryggvc Andreasses, and his wife. Siren 
Nymo, are joined by Ingunn Havag in 
ministering not only to the Norwegian 
seamen but to the Scandinavian com
munity in Kansai area.

They visit about one ship a day in ports 
between Sakai and Himeji. They hand 
out newspapers, magazines, and imita
tions to church to the Scandinavian 
crew members. They aJso speak to them 
in Norwegian. Some crewmen appreci
ate a chance to speak their own lan
guage since they must often use English 
with other crew members.

Twice a month on Sunday afternoon 
they have a worship service in Norwe
gian. It attracts about 40 Norwegians 
and other Scandinavians in the Kobe 
area. In 1987 the church sold its land 
and building to a hotel. Now the church 
is in one third of the hotel, the Quality 
Inn.

Kobe, the most international city in Kan
sai, is home of the Norwegian School for 
missionary children and tlie Norwegian 
Seamen’s Church. About 140 Norwe
gian missionaries and business people 
live in the Kansai area.

The Norwegian Lutheran Mission, Nor
wegian Missionary Society and Lutheran 
Free Church of Norway all have head
quarters in Kobe or Osaka. There is a 
sense of cooperation among the Nonve- 
gians in the establishment of the Nonve- 
gian School and the Kobe Lutheran 
Seminary.
In 1949 the Norwegian School was be
gun in a church tower. In 1990 the 
school moved to its present location at 
Rokko Island, Kobe. Headmaster John 
Stangeland says the school had about 
¥10 million damage from the earth- 
quake, and was closed for several weeks 
without gas or water.

This year 23 students are enrolled from 
first to ninth grades. Eight students live 
in the dormitory. Three Norwegian mis
sions operate the school and the Nonve- 
gian government lends some financial 
assistance.

The Norwegian Missionary Society and 
Ihe Norwegian Lutheran Mission, along 
with the Japanese West Japan Evangeli
cal Lutheran Church and Kinki Evangel
ical Lutheran Church operate (he Kobe 
Lutheran Theological Seminary.

According to Baard Hauge, there 
presently 15-17 full-time, part-time and 
auditing students. Last year twelve were 
graduated. Two buildings house the 
school, including classrooms, a library, 
administration offices, and teacher and 
student housing. On the same campus is 
the Kobe Lutheran Bible Institute. This 
is a unique school for laymen who don’t 
feel called to full-time service, but want 
to study the Bible for a year. As a result 
of the earthquake the enrollment is down 
to nine this year. The women’s dorm was 
damaged in the quake.

Thank you very much for your kind 
letter. I am very happy to give you a 
copy of my book. More Than Con
querors Through Him Who Loved Us.

The first missionary conference I 
attended was in 1952 and although 
Kagoshima Ken is far away, I have at
tended many, and kept up my member
ship in JEMA. The last copy of the 
Harvest was very touching to me.
I was one of many missionaries to 
China who left there and were internees 
of ihe Japanese for three years and five 
weeks in the Philippines.

I’ve been very ill in the hospital. It 
is only the mercy and grace of the Sav
ior and His miracle that I am alive and 
fairly well now. Jesus answers prayers.

Love in Christ, Suz/e Uh
Kyushu, Japan

Lois Christopherson 

with the Lord
Lois served in Japan since 1961， 
first as mission secretary for JEM 
and then in the same capacity under 
TEAM. She not only spent many 
dedicated hours in the office, but 
taught a weekly English Bible class 
in her neighborhood as well. She 
was quiet to the point of shyness, but 
gifted for the work God called her to 
in Japan. She went to be with Jesus 
on April18, in Wheaton, Illinois.

oma.t are

I’ve been saving the JH since the 
late 70’s but this recent copy blessed me 
more than any I can remember. Maybe 
in part because Sorleys were close 
friends (Sr. and Jr.) and I was part of a 
FEGC team in college.

I want you to know that I with 
many others owe you and those who 
helped a lot of thanks.
LOVC, ^orofAy D^oJm^ren 

Bellingham，WA 義
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Stay Tuned

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY on Friendship Radio
Fulfilling a vision—a daily broadcast of Focus on the Family comes to Japan!

TEAM missionary Steve Tygerl battled bravely with cancer over several years and went to be 
with the Lord in January 1995. Steve and his wife, Alma, had been involved in a variety of ministries, 
but his last work was his most ambitious. Seven years ago, he launched “Friendship Radio,” Japan’s 
only 24-hour a day Christian broadcaster. FR 'airs’ over the Osaka Yusen cable radio system on 
channel K-3. This cable service is being aggressively promoted by Osaka Yusen, and is installed in 
an estimated 2,000,000 plus homes nationwide.

Steve’s vision was to have programming that addressed the many needs of the Japanese fam
ily, and thereby have a chance to present the Gospel through meeting felt needs about family matters. 
Yet the time and effort it took to get FR off the ground, plus Steve’s illness, prevented development.

Still，station manager Satoru Yanagitani and the missionary committee guiding FR have 
r.tinued to pursue Steve’s vision. In memorial to Steve, a special Christmas program was aired that 

.nined Joseph exploring his role as the husband of Mary and the earthly father of Jesus. Then, 
mg January 1996, FR is airing Dr. James Dobson’s well-known Focus on the Family series.

Focus on the Family, Japan has been formed to handle the broadcast as well as the produc- 
of many Focus resources in Japanese. The broadcast is initially the same one that is aired in the 

• cs, but Focus Japan hopes to begin a Japanese language version as early as next year. The pro- 
now airs Monday through Friday at 3, 7, and 11 a.m. and p.m.II

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO THE 
35TH

KESWICK CONVENTION

MAIN SPEAKERS

Rev.Philip H.Hacking
Former Chairman of the Kes
wick Convention. Vicar of 
Christ Church, Sheffield. 
Warm-hearted expositor with 
deep spiritual insights and 
keen practical application. 
An outstanding evangelical 
leader in England today.

at
HAKONE

KOWAKIEN HOTEL

"A Mountain Top Experience" 
For Your Spiritual Renewal

February 2 7 —March 1,19 9 6Dates

Missionary Rates:
Overnight, 3 meals ¥7f 000 
Two nights, 6 meals ¥llf 000 
Three nights, 9 meals ¥l5f 000

Regular Rates 
¥11 000 

ooo
¥30, 000

Dr. Samuel T. Kamaleson
Vice-President World Vision 
International. An outstand
ing Bible Conference speak- 

evangel ist and soloist. 
Born and raised in India and 
trained in America to become 
His choice minister. 1 ノ

OKINAWA: February 9-11 NAHA BAPTIST CHURCH 
KYUSHU: February 14-16 KIJIMA K0RAKUEN HOTEL 
OSAKA： February 21-23 M0RIN0MIYA PILL0TY HALL 
TOKYO: March 2-3 SI BUY A CHURCH 
HOKKAIDO： March 5-7 HOKKAIDO KY0IKU-KAIKAN

Contact Keswick Office for details.

er.

JAPAN KESWICK CONVENTION
306 OCC BUILDING 2-1 KAN DA SURUGADAI CHIYODA KU, TOKYO JAPAN 101 
TELEPHONE 03-3291-1910



STORIES FROM THE BIBLEThe
(Seisho no Ohanashi)Christian’s Handbook 

of Cults & 
Various Religions 嫦，:325のおはなしj

(Kurisuchan no tame no Shoshukyo 
Handobukku) Edited by

嶋 >

Hisakazu Inagaki & 
Sadaji Ide

Artist Seip l-uiishiro's beautiful pictures 
made from delicately cut and layered 
paper backlit shadow art, fo make b :afh 
taking photos depicting well-know. :ble 
Stories.
Written in an Evangelistic style 
furigana above the kanp.
This book is easy to read for both 
& children.
A beautiful Gift and exellent add

A book designed to help Christians 
distinguish the groups around them.

The book is divided into
3 major categories of:
Well-Known Cults, World 
Religions, and other various 
groups. An overview is 
given of the history and 
beliefs of over 38 groups.
Important emphasis on how 

to deal with cults as a Christian. Important any home or church library.

nts

helps are given for evangelization and 
deprogramming. An excellent resource for 
Japanese Christians.
Published in June ¥2,500 250 pgs.

A-4 ¥2.800 Pub. July

45 th Anniversary Special Project

NEW
BIBLE

COMMENTARY
(Jitsuyo Seisho Chukai) 
¥18.000 1512pages

Complete in one volume 
* 1st Bible Commentary written entirely 

by Japanese Scholars, not from translated 
works.
Excellent tool to recommend to Japanese 

Christians who want to dig deeper in their 
study of God's word.
Designed for reading along with regular 
Bible reading.
Published in April

Life Productionŝ
03-3353-9345 FAX.03-3353-2658

Released in JulyJapanese language edition released 
Spring 7 995 Japanese Language Version

C. S. Lewis'

The
Chronicles

of
The Gospel according to Matthew
(Visual Seisho, Matai uo Fukuinsho)

Narnia
(Narunia Koku Monogatari)

I
Previously released in English,

Life Productions has received the exclusive rights Jo produce 
the Japanese Language Version. The Gospel according to 
Matthew is presented word for word, and scene by scene from 
the Text of the Shinkaiyaku Bible.
(not a word added or omitted)

Vv The New Videos 
release in Spring r96 
fThe Acts of the 

Apostlesj 190min.

The BBC production of C.S. Lewis' timeless 
tale is now available in Japanese. The 
adventures of Peter, Susan, Edmund & Lucy 

they learn from Aslan the lion king in the 
Land of Narnia. Spiritual truths are 
communicated in fhis story that appeals 
to bo出 children and adults.

rPrlnce of Caspianj
60min.

(Voyage of the Dawn 
Treaderj 120111n. 

Prhe Silver Chairj
18011in.

(Prices are undecided)

This video communicates powerfully and clearly, a divinely 
human Jesus Christ. The truth of the Gospel presented in a 
visual way.
Well-known actor Richard Kiley portrays the aged Matthew.
An International Cast.
4 vol. Set. ¥ 14,800 VHS (English Language/NIV Version also Available)

as

3 volume set ¥14,000 VHS

Celebrating 45 Years of 
Literature Ministry

Creation Productions.from the Publications Department.
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:
Sales Agency:

Miyoshi Kabushikigaisha 
Midori 3-8-12 
Sumida Ku，Tokyo130 
Tel. 03-3634-1341

o **•.：；o •Iccwdl
H モ-•

ftir,
♦なの花镛««コンパクト24kg 春なの花 •なの花畑

ft所せつけんシャンプー•: «なの花 
•:プつけんシrンプー

• 31；;
液体t2

I

漏識樓齡Out A New Building?
^ 和 have built 70 churches.

[(p^ ed^mm^uJld 100 by the year2000

^iffti>T；isitoimcc(；thcsc standards:Our

by Christians.

0也hicfi^lorify God vet arc economically priced.

wenhanced in the house of >\^onship.

u®ujl|)liases of church construction.to contribute

Seiji Ttc^LUKUfUi 
"Pxe^ccUiti

5. 0vcrsca.^olunteci.s|j)rovi(led to assist

u a saia i|
that tho body of Christ can bo built up""Uniting God s pcoplo for works of Sorvico so

〒534大IS们霣田limBK3i]2丁目2-6 ^(0；?1)-25-0895 B(0721)25-0896
?-?-6 SHc-a c^o Tcndobo>aih' C»»» Oia«a Japan 5:4 T£l S1-72I-?.S-CS95 j'n oI^PIOS 0896

• Making products that are gentle on people and the 
environment - that's our goal.

Wc strive to produce detergents, soaps and toiletries that arc good for 
the environment as well as for our customers who use them.

Natural Life C

• Tapping Nature's goodness to develop products for 
personal hygiene

We have a long history of vegetable-based soaps lliat arc biologically 
sound and non-pollutting. Please give your patronage to our line of 
cnviroimienlally sound, vcgclablc-bascd products.

° Offering reusable containers and refills to save 
resources and reduce waste

We have introduced a refill system for all our products -liquid soap, 
laundcry detergent, dish soap，shampoo, rinse and so on. Wc hope to 
aid you in a lifestyle of taking care of the environment. Tama no Hada Sekken 

Kabushikigaisha

人
に
地
球
に
や
さ
lい、

製
品
づ
く
リ
を
目
ざ
lて
い
ま
す
。



It’s been our pleasure serving you.
Thank you for your business!

MISSIONS TRANSPORT CENTER
1，KANDA SURUGADAI 2-CHOME, CHIYODA-KU, 
TOKYO101，JAPAN

TOKYO

(03)3292-7361
FAX 03-3295-1447

Travel Agency License No. 432


