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» Making products that are gentle on people and the

environment — that's our goal.

We strive to produce detergents, soaps and toiletries that are good for

the environment as well as for our customers who use them.

o Tapping Nature's goodness to develop products for

personal hygiene

We have a long history of vegetable-based soaps that are biologically
sound and non-pollutting. Pleasc give your patronage (o our line of

environmentally sound, vegetable-based products.

» (¥ffering reusable containers and refills to save
.rees and reduce waste

" have introduced a refill system for all our products — liquid soap,
~dery detergent, dish soap, shampoo, rinse and so on. We hope to

vou in a lifestyle of taking care of the environment.
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Tama no Hada Sekken
Kabushikigaisha

Sales Agency:

Miyoshi Kabushikigaisha
Midori 3-8-12

Sumida Ku, Tokyo 130
Tel. 03-3634-1341

OMI BROTHERHOOD

oMim

Total Skin Care Products

So natural
for so healthy skin!

Pharmaceutical
Medicated
Cosmetics
Products

EYLIN

Household Medicine

THE OMI BROTHERHOOD,CO.LTD.,
29 Uwai-cho Moto Omihachiman , Shiga
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In This Harvest ...

from generation to generation

“We Your people, sheep of Your pasture,
will praise You forever; from generation to gen-
eration we will recount your praise.” Psalm 79:13

[¢ works both ways. ‘We are to km‘.p the
Lord’s commands and teach them to our chil-
dren and to their children after them. (Deut.4:9)
And who of us has not seen the power of the
Gospel from the lips of a child bring truth and
life to parents and gram]parcnts, (Matt. 21:16)

FROM generation T'O generation. Ex-
tended life expectancy means we have the poten-
tial of three and four generations })lnssing one
another. [ am one of those blessed with gedly
parvents and g,ram]parm)[s, as well as with chil-
dren who are raising their children in the fear of
the Lord. There are few greater joys. (Il John 4)

For those without Christ, longer life may
simply mean longer loneliness and isolation from
other generations. The “graying of Japan” is
household talk these 1lays., ‘What are WIE to do
and what are the opportunities available to get
the ’Grospcl to the older generation here? [ lmpc
articles in this issue will stimulate not only
thought but action.

Meanwhile, there are generations in training
for Christ's sake, and there are many avenues
that all generations can take to keep on s]mring
the Giood News with one another. How about
sharing ways God is using you or your church to
touch the generations today? For the next issue
of the Harvest? I'd love to hear from

you!

Katie Siseo, ed

A reminder
to our subscribexrs:

When you move, please remember to send your
change of address to the JEMA office!

Japan Harvest
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aylor tried several times to get
away from Grandpa but I kept
grabbing his leg and throwing
him to the carpet. Finally he

tackled me by the neck. His father.
Kyle. said, “Dad, pretend you've
passed out.” I fell over with a deep sigh
and Taylor quickly perceived the
situation—this called for CPR (as
taught to him by his RN father). Taylor
came close to my face, “Sir, are you
okay?” (I groaned a bit to encourage
him on.) Four year old Taylor began to
push on my chest, “One and two and
three and four...” Then to my unbelief
he pinched my nose, fit his little mouth
over mine and gave quite a healthy
blow! I revived!

Several years ago when I became a
grandfather for the first time I recall
reading in my devotions Psalm 128:5,
“May the Lord bless you from Zion all
the days of your life; may you see the
prosperity of Jerusalem, and may you
live to see your children’s children.” |
was experiencing a new dimension. I
was tasting the full circle of life.

This year JEMA begins it’s 30th
year as JEMA (previously known as

JEMA Windows

Ron Sisco
JEMA President

EMA]J prior to reorganization). I’'m not
surc how many years consititute a
generation but thirty sounds within
reason. To help us celebrate we asked
two generations of the Johnson family
to share in our 1997 JEMA Plenary.

Harold and Edna Johnson
have been in Japan since the
fall of 1952. They worked in
church planting and itinerant
music ministry throughout
Japan. They raised their
family here and now to their
delight, two of their four
children are back as mission-
arics with their spouses—Tim
and Jeannie Johnson and

Flossie and Russ Epley. They also boast

four grandkids who are MKMKs
(Missionary Kid’s Missionary Kids).

The “Johnson Family
Singers” entertained and '
blessed us with their music f
and a short history of JEMA’s £
carly beginnings. We sensed "
we were tasting of the full
circle of life as a missionary
community.

Harold Johnson once
occupied the honored position
I now hold as President of
JEMA. | am very aware of the
fact that God has given us
here in the Japan missionary
community a wonderful

Hariold Johnson
£

heritage. There have been a whole
generation of missionaries since the
War who have given their best years to
bring Christ to the Japanese. There is
another generation alrcady taking its
place.

Psalm 145:4
says, “One generation
will commend your
works to another.
they will tell of your
mighty acts.” From
generation fo genera-
tion...

Teaching and
learning CPR i1s onc
thing—commendable,
for sure—but we have a far greater
life-giving work to do and to pass on to
the generations all around us

ilhe Johnson Family Singers

JEMA Calendar of Events

Date Event Place
May 20th—23rd Men’s Prayer Summit Okutama Bible Chalet
JEA Annual Meeting Atami

Karuizawa Summer Conference
with Tom Phillips

Karuizawa Union Church

2 Japan Harvest




Qarden-Like
Once Aqain

from an interview with

Akira lzuta

by loanna Sillavan

To serve the elderly with the love
of Christ and reach them with the
Gospel are the purposes of King’s Gar-
den Japan homes. An interview with
Pastor Akira Izuta, President, gave us a
glimpse into the past, present, and fu-
turc of King’s Garden Japan.

About 20 years ago, a Mr. and
Mrs. Nitani felt a strong desire to start
a Christian home for the clderly in
Japan. Pastors Koji Honda and
Nakaichi Ando urged them to go to
Seattle, Washington to visit the King’s
Garden home, since then renamed
Christa Home for the Elderly. The Ni-
tanis decided to make the trip to learn
how such a facility was run and
founded. The result of their vision and
study was the first King’s Garden
Japan built sixtcen years ago.

JEA president and vice-president
at that time, Pastors Ando and Izuta,
became the president and vice-
president of King’s Garden Japan.
They experienced heart unity in this
vision and task and were strongly en-
couraged by a support group led by Pas-
tor Kikaku Shimamura, as well.

Two verses were cho-
sen as the themes for their
service to the elderly com-
munity. Matthew 25:40, in
which Jesus declares, “The
King will reply, 'I tell you
the truth, whatever you did
Jfor one of the least of these
brothers of Mine, you did
Jfor Me,”” was a fitting foun-
dation. Isaiah 51:3 touched
their hearts as well. “The
Lord will surely comfort
Zion and will look with com-
passion on all her ruins; He will make
her deserts like Eden, her wastelands
like the garden of the Lord. Joy and
gladness will be found in her, thanksgiv-
ing and the sound of singing.”

In serving older people, we are to
serve them as we would serve Jesus,
Pastor Izuta said. As people age, many
feel their bodies physically changing to
be rather like a desert but the Lord can
comfort and refresh them, making them
garden-like once again. It was the hope
of the founders that joy and gladness,
thanksgiving and the sound of singing
would be the mood of the King’s Garden
homes, providing that Christlike atmo-
sphere for the residents.

For a number of years now the
King’s Garden homes have received
government subsidy. This makes it more
difficult to evangelize freely but not im-
possible. The staff of each home makes
a point of communicating with the city
officials that they won’t “force™ religion
on their residents, but all the staff are
trained to speak boldly of their love for
Jesus and the hope that is in Him. The
practical outwork-
ing of their evan-
gelism comes
through daily
chapel times led by
local pastors, per-
sonal communica-
tion, and dealing
gently with the
residents in the
love of Jesus. “We
love to preach
heavenly hope to
them!” [zuta Sen-
sci exclaimed.

The delightful results of their evan-
gelistic efforts add up to an average of
ten baptisms per King’s Garden home
cach year. There are eight full care
homes and one care house in Japan
right now. Mie Ken has two homes.
Miyagi Ken, Sendai, Kanazawa,
Tsukuba, and Kawagoe each have one;
and Nerima, Tokyo boasts the newest
home, opened in February, 1997. There
are twenty institutions which are not
King’s Garden in name but have a
working relationship with them.

King’s Gardens homes’ total of
500 residents include some 300 patients
who require full care and 200 who are
able to care for themselves. The aver-
age age is 84. Full care patients are ac-
cepted from 65 years of age and the
Bethany House, which is for healthy
residents, accepts people from 60 years
of age.

Japan Harvest 3



Each of their facilities have a day-
care-only op-
tion for those
who choose to
come and go.

An impor-
tant aspect of
the success of
King’s Garden
Japan has been
the annual
mecting. Each
year thirty to
forty staff, peo-
ple from other
clderly care
facilities, and
thosc interested in starting new homes
for senior citizens meet for discussion.
The know-how of building care centers,
training staff and dealing with city offi-
cials is discussed. These times
strengthen the unity among the staff

4 Japan Harvest
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and give opportunity for reflection and
1deas for im-
provement.
With Japan’s
present high
percentage of
clderly over
65, it is the
goal of King’s
Garden Japan
to have a home
in every pre-
fecture from
Hokkaido to
Okinawa.
Plans are mov-
ing ahead to
the realization of that goal. Greater ser-
vice to aging ministers and their wives,
church members, as well as those who
haven’t met Jesus yet is the continuing
vision of King’s Garden’s president,
Akira Izuta.

—

Please PRAY:
¢ for the workers in the
care facilities daily
serving the elderly with
Christ’s love.
¢ for the salvation of
Japan’s senior citizens
¢ for open doors for the
stafT to touch the resi-
dents with the Gospel.
¢ for all that is done to
be done as unto the
Lord Jesus Christ.

OKUTAMA

Bible Chalef

B INA TV vl —

New Name

B (formerly Okutama Bible Camp)

New Facilities
B 3 Story Chapel

©Seating for 250
© Baptistery

©Fire Place and Japanese Irori

Same Great Place!

Okutama Bible Chalet
3-839 Yugi Cho
Ome Shi, Tokyo 198
Tel. 0428-76-0931
Fax. 0428-76-2457




from generation to generation
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EVERY FRIDAY
NIGHT
6:30-8:00 PM

by Christine Oliver
with Brent and Ruth Droullard

Her husband insisted she couldn’t
hear us. It was no usc singing to her,
she wouldn™t understand. She could
neither speak nor hear. But something
in her eyes held the children there and
Kept them singing Jesus Loves Me over
and over again. Suddenly she began to b ' : .
sing with them! “Keep singing!” en- Aflcr sharing tea, folding origami,
couraged Sachiko. one of the outreach l',SlC"'"g to many stories, and taking
Al time to pray together. we went on our
way. The children were amazed at how
the Lord had ministered through such
simple things as singing, talking and
Jjust being together with the elderly peo-
ple. The children saw eyes light up,
smiles form on wrinkled faces and heard
the testimonies of God’s faithfulness to
these dear older people since the carliest
years of their lives.

We realized the importance of visit-
ing and bringing Jesus’ love to these
precious ones. How many elderly people
need to hear the gospel of Jesus and
have that spark rekindled in them? How
many are there like Suzuki-san who had
let the song lie dormant in her heart for
seventy some years? The love of Jesus
compels us to keep singing, to keep
sharing the message, even (o those who
seem at first not to hear.

lanta, Georgia. As the King's Kids per-
formed praise and worship songs and
danced in praise to the Lord, the resi-
dents saw the love of Jesus flowing
through their words and expressions.

EVANGELISTIC
CONCERT

Bible

Time

Soon. the 80-year-old Japanese
lady was talking, too. “How do you
know this song?” onc of the staff asked
her. “I went to a Sunday school in
Japan when [ was a little girl.” she
said. “We sang that song then, and I
still remember it!™

Suzuki-san was onc of about 25
residents at an clderly care facility in
the city of Belem, Brazil. All of the res-
idents spoke Japanesc. They were first
generation immigrants with a common
story.

Over 60 years ago Japan was a
poor nation with little arable land. In
Brazil there was plenty of land avail-
able to pioncers willing to make the
month long trip to the mouth of the
Amazon and start from scratch in a
ncw world. The venture was not with-
out risks. Suzuki-san’s
husband had traveled to
Brazil with his first wifc
who dicd of malaria six
months after they arrived
A number of years later,
he married the little lady
with the song in her heart.
They had no children. Life
is lonely for them in their
old age.

We were there last
summer, with King’s Kids

Japan outreach team fresh
from the Target World *96
Youth Celebration in At-

EVERY TUESDAY
NIGHT
6:30-7:30

BIBLE STUDY
FOR BEGINNERS

PLEASE JOIN US!

Directed by
Rev. Makoto Hirata

Ochanomizu
Christian Center
2-1, Kanda Surugadai
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101

Tel. 03-3296-1006
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from generation to generation

CARING

CHRISTIANS
AWARE OF THEIR
R ESPONSIBILITY TO
INDIVIDUALS IN
NEED OF
(GRACE.

by Ann J. Underland

“Thanks to God and to CARING 1
have a whole new life,” Mrs. Ruth
Wills stated unrchearsed to a large ban-
quet gathering affer correcting the in-
terviewer: no, she had nof been institu-
tionalized for three years because of her
age and her “nerves.” I was in a nurs-
ing home because I am elderly and an
alcoholic. Now I go to the church
(Seaview Baptist) every day and get the
help I need at CARING there.”

Recently a wheelchair-bound
grandfather stated when asked by a vis-
itor how he liked the Center, “I love it
here... and I can go home at night.”

It is the mission of CARING Alter-
natives for the Aged

A unique pioneer ministry was be-
gun twenty years ago as a result of a
nursing home labor strike. Slowly a
cadre developed providing over 250
hours per month of volunteer services
for many nursing homes in southern
New Jersey .

While volunteering in the nursing
homes, we felt there

Day Centers (two of them medical) and
four community residences serving over
350 ill and handicapped aged cach
year. Volunteers are the backbone of
the CARING ministries, working with
over 100 paid staff including registered
nurses, social workers, activitics direc-
tors, assistants and drivers.

Seaview’s CARING min-

must be a better way
of caring for our
aged. We saw many
people who did not
need 24-hour-a-day
medical supervision, the original pur-
pose of nursing homes. There were
many forced to live without freedom of
choice simply because there were no
community alternatives. The idea grew
for Geriatric Day Care—built on the
Japanese concept of Yochien, as spon-
sored by Christian churches.

Our thinking was, “We have day-
care for children, which is a growing
and learning experience, safe and super-
vised and with their peers. Why not the
same thing for adults who could go to
their own homes or be with family in the
evenings and on weekends?”

CARING was born.

From that moment, the concept of using
God’s House for

to communicate the

love and work of Je-

sus Christ our Lord
for all peoples
through serving the
frail and impaired
aged everywhere. We reach out in
global perspective to accomplish the
following:

e Prevent institutional placement by
providing community-based alterna-
tives for the aged.

e Provide respite and support for fami-
lies and other caregivers of impaired
aged persons.

e Present a “today-worth-the-living” to
the frail and impaired elderly.

As we and our loved ones are liv-

ing much longer, we're facing both a

Jjoy and a challenge. With most of us

living 20-30 years or more after official

retirement and many with chronic
health or disability problems, “how
should we then live?”

Japan Harvest

“The idea grew...from the
Japanese concept of Yochien,
as sponsored by churches.”
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Geriatric Day Care
became the “life
preserver” by
which we could
rescue the aged
from institutional-
ization and give them the opportunity to
hear the Gospel on a daily basis.

The Seaview Baptist Church of Lin-
wood, New Jersey, when approached in
1977 by a few of us as volunteers,
opened their hearts and their doors.

In April, 1978 the first member,
Mrs. Ruth Wills, joined the CARING
Fellowship Center. In May it was Mr.
Trask, 72 years, deaf mute, who has now
been with us for 19 years.

For the first two years this five-day-
a-week geriatric program was entirely
run by Mrs. Edna Walton and two oth-
ers of us as full time volunteers. Mrs.
Waldron is now 86 and still teaches the
Center’s art class once a week.

Today CARING has three Geriatric

MMM AN A SN AN

“Cast them not away
in the time of old age.

istry has grown from serv-
ing 2 or 3 aday in 1978 to
45-50 a day in 1997.

Mrs. Ruth Wills went to be
with the Lord and has been
Jjoined by many others who cither have
found Christ as their Lord and Savior
through this ministry or have been sus-
tained in their faith (and have sustained
and encouraged us) in their last and
sometimes most difficult days

Ann J. Underland DHL

TEL 609-927-8395
FAX 609-641-0674
E-Mail:

WUNDERLAND@Worldnet. ATT.NET

CARING?’s Council includes three
“Japan” members: Dr. Seigfried
Buss, Mr. Philip Foxwell, Jr., and
Dr. Akira Izuta of Japan’s King’s
Garden.

A note from Phil Foxwell, Jr.

“As you know, Ann and her husband,
Bill, spent quite a number of years in mis-
sion work in Japan. Although the focus of
CARING is clearly East Coast, USA, be-
cause of Ann’s heart for missions, she has
taken the vision to a number of countries
where it has begun to take root. Most re-
cently, a three thousand member church in
Singapore has asked to begin a CARING
program. Japan, however, remains a priority
both because of Ann’s roots and the obvious
need in caring for the rapidly growing aged
population here.

“Over the past twenty years this vision
has grown into reality as a continuum of
community-based, long-term elder day care
has met the needs of hundreds of individu-
als. CARING's program delays and often
prevents institutional placement of the el-
derly, giving them worth in living and hope
for eternity. In Japan, it would be wonderful
if churches and their communities caught
this vision to provide quality care for the
elderly, perhaps even in the church facil-
ity.”

March, 1997
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SIHHARING CIHHRIST BY RADIO

by Ruth Droullard, JH staff
from an interview with Keiko Yoshizaki, FEBC staff

The Far East Broadcasting Com-
pany (FEBC) Japan touches the hearts
of thousands of Japanese cach day.
Broadcasting internationally to a total
audience of 3.4 billion who catch its
signal on the air in 151 languages,
“Christ To The World By Radio” has
become a reality for the company.

FEBC was initiated by three young
people concerned for global evange-
lism: John C. Broger. an aircraft carrier
crewman: Robert Bowman. a gospel
singer: and William J. Roberts, a pas-
tor. They inaugurated the nonprofit or-
ganization on December 20, 1945 as
the most efficient service group they
could think of for desolated pcople
around the globe after World War I1.

Their efforts to preach the gospel
to tens of millions of Chinese by secur-
ing a broadcasting station in China
were aborted by the communist
takcover. They turned their attention to
the Philippines. built a broadcasting
station there, and were able to send the
gospel around the globe for the first
time on Junc 4, 1949.

According to The Korea Herald,
Dec.6 1996. FEBC is now onc of the
world’s four largest broadcasting net-
works together with Voice of America,
BBC and Radio Moscow.

In Japan, FEBC has been broad-
casting for 45 years. On the air for 75
minutes every night, nine staff, cigh-
teen regulars, as well as guest speakers
bring Christ to Japan. Their purposc is
to touch both the reached and un-
rcached, providing fellowship for those
unable to get to church, and bringing
the gospel and Jesus® love to those who
have not heard.

For the elderly in Japan, it has
proved important. Many older Chris-
tians unable to get to church cach Sun-
day. deeply love the “personal” contact
they feel through listening to a familiar

voice cach night. Senior citizens write
that with aging comes loss of loved ones
and family. They need the fellowship of
their radio friends. They are thrilled
when the staff at FEBC reply to their
letters personally.

The percentage of elderly in Japan
will soon be the highest in the world.
Care for the elderly is one of Japan’s
biggest social issues right now. The Diet
is continually discussing and voting on-
welfare issues. Whose responsibility is
care for the clderly? The cldest son’s?
The cldest son’s wife? These questions
nag at Japan’s senior citizens. These are
the concerns they most often write
aboult.

Facing death is also heavily on their
minds. FEBC receives letters daily ask-
ing for help and advice on how to face
death with confidence.

In responsc to these queries, FEBC
runs special broadcasts featuring pro-
grams such as “How to Care for the El-
derly?” “Who Heals the Pain? " and
“How to Deal with the Hurts in Our
Hearts.” Kimura Tomomi, a pastor spe-
cializing in clderly care, received great
response from his message on “Caring

Jor the Senile Elderly.”

President of Saint Mariana Medical
School, Dr. Hasegawa, internationally
renowned specialist on senility, spoke
recently on the subject of “Aging as a
Blessing. " **As we get older,” he
said, “we feel as though we are
losing one thing after another—
first our sight, then hearing, per-
haps memory.... But that isn’t the
truth. We aren’t losing these
things, we are returning one thing
after another to the Maker and
eventually we will return our
whole life. That is the goal—the
return of our lives back to God.™
Many letters came in response (o
his talk with the elderly that day.

A woman in her late 60’s, who had
been listening to FEBC since 1990,
wrote her first letter to the station in
1994 1o say she had accepted the Lord
through the broadcast and asked to be
introduced to a church. Immediately
the FEBC staff sent the name of the
church closest to her. She realized,
however, that in the remote area where
she lives. it would take more than an
hour each way. In a beautiful letter, she
related the following story.

[ have been caring for my parents-
in-law for 45 and a half years. | realize
I cannot really get to church because of
the travel time and the need to change
diapers and feed my aging in-laws. Be-
fore I became a Christian through your
words on the radio. I almost hated my
in-laws for the heavy responsibility of
their care. After coming to know Jesus
and listening cach day to your teaching
about Him...I was able to begin treating
them as I would treat Him if He were
hereass

Continuing, she said, “Their ears
have become hard of hearing, their eyes
no longer sce. I felt angry about the dif-
ficulty their disabilities were causing
me. Then I realized how dull my ears
are to hearing the truths Jesus is trying
to teach me ecach day. [ understood how
shortsighted I am about seeing His face
and following His path. I was touched
by His patience with us and was moved
to grow in my patience and long suffer-
ing toward them. I was so self-centered.
but one look at Jesus and all He did for
us has changed my whole outlook. You
led me to Jesus—to understanding the
cross. Thank you for the sake of my
parents-in-law and for my sake.”

As FEBC continues in this 46th
year on the
air, let’s
pray for
them, the
thousands
who are
listening to
their broad-
casts and
especially
the elderly.
who need
Jesus NOW.

v/
Keiko Yoshizaki

Japan Harvest
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REACHING
BUDDHISTS

Where Do We Start
If We Want To Do Better?

by David J. Hesselgrave

There it was, “Training Center
for Buddhist Missionaries to North
America,” just one-half block off Kita-
oji, the thoroughfare I travelled often
en route to our Kyoto Christian Center.
The sign was particularly troubling to
me, for more than the obvious reason.

It was so because what was hap-
pening in that
Buddhist

The sign was
particularly

training cen-
ter was in
sharp contrast
to the training
I (and the ma-
jority of my
colleagues) had received prior to being
sent to post-war Japan. Here I was in a
bastion of Buddhism surrounded by
elaborate temples, and my knowledge
of Japanese Buddhism was almost en-
tirely restricted to what I had learned
after my arrival in Japan!

I began to devote time to reading a
Buddhist newspaper and other Bud-
dhist literature. That exercise later con-
tributed to a doctoral dissertation on
Nichiren Shoshu Soka Gakkai Bud-
dhism. But that is beside the point. The
fact is that Buddhist missionaries to
North America were getting the kind of
training so desperately needed by
Christian missionaries to Japan.

Now, that first generation of post-
war missionaries is rapidly being re-
placed. There are new oportunities and
challenges, but some things remain the
same. One of them is Japanese Bud-
dhism—perhaps more firmly en-
trenched than ever and more widely
disseminated. I have three questions:

troubling to me

Japan Harvest

1. How has missionary training pro-
gressed during the past generation?

There is no doubt considerable
progress has been made. Witness the
higher levels of general and theological
education undertaken by the average
missionary; the increased volume of
mission-related books and journals;
added courses in mission curricula, and
the availability of seminars and special-
ized study programs.

However, it appears that little prog-
ress has been made in one important
area. With the possible exception of
training for missionaries to the Jews and
Muslims, there is still very little inten-
sive training to help recruits reach the
adherents to the other religions of the
world. In this area it is unlikely that the
missionary heading for Japan today is
any better equipped than I was.

2. What kind of specialized training
makes for effective ministry to
Japanese Buddhists?

No doubt the higher level of educa-
tion achieved by many contemporary
missionary recruits will stand them in
good stead when relating to educated
Japanese Buddhists. But to more effec-
tively preach, teach and witness among
them the missionary must know Bud-
dhism as well as most educated Japanese
know it and better than less educated
adherents.

Any study should highlight the fol-
lowing:

1) The origin and development of Bud-
dhism, including its Hindu moorings,
the life and teaching of Gautama Bud-
dha, the origins and distinctives of ma-
Jor schools, the geographical spread of
Buddhism, and contemporary develop-
ments. This may seem ambitious, but
nothing is gained from neglecting the
larger picture.

2) The entry of Buddhism into Japan
and something of its often tumultuous
history there. Japanese tend to think of
Christianity as a foreign religion un-
suited to their culture, The missionary
needs to know the peculiar circumstan-
ces of the imporation of a foreign
(Indian) religion from the (unlikely)
country of Korea. They need to know
how great teachers such as Saicho and

Kukai went to China to sit at the feet of
Chinese masters. Japanese need to re-
flect on Buddhism’s ups and downs
when their forebears were attempting to
establish their own identity (as recently
as the Meiji Restoration.)

3) The development and teaching of the
various schools of Japanese Buddhism.

Schism and strife have character-
ized Buddhism in Japan almost from
the beginning. At times divisions re-
flected differences that developed else-
where and at times reflected Japanese
nationalism and iconoclasm as in the
teachings of Shinran and Nichiren

Presence and attraction of so-called
“new religions” cannot be disregarded.
Some represent a kind of reformulated
“old” Buddhism as in the case of Soka
Gakkai. Others, such as Rissho Ko-
seikai, can legitimately claim newness
in spite of profoundly Buddhist founda-
tions. Still others intentionally weave
Buddhist, Shinto, Christian and their
own notions into a new syncretism. Sei-
cho no Ie is a prime example of this.

The contemporary missionary will
deal not only with Japanese Buddhists,
but with Tendai Buddhists, Jodo Bud-
dhists, Zen Buddhists, etc. There are
further considerations. Remember that
the Japanese are not confronted by a
monolithic Christianity. That presents
missionaries with a problem partially
resolved by reference to a divided Bud-
dhism. Also with this kind of knowl-
edge it can be shown that Christians
are not alone in denying certain Bud-
dhist beliefs. Buddhist teachers them-
selves often cancel one another out.

4) Basic Buddhistic teachings as taught
by Gautama Buddha and interpreted by
the great masters. These teachings arc
too numerous to even begin to deal
thoroughly with here. However, with a
view to missionary contextualization, I
will put them into three categories.

a) Some Buddhist notions are dia-
metrically opposed to the Christian
faith. Examples would be the Six Roots
of Evil; understanding of sin (regret,
desire, hatred, fondness, love and being
loved); and the “enlightenment” under-
standing of “salvation.”

b) Buddhist doctrines that have at
least a superficial similarity to Chris-



tian teaching such as the Trikaya or
Triple Body, karma, and nirvana.
¢) Those teachings that are so
much like certain Christian teachings
that some have treated them as though
they were identical. A classic example
is the Mahayan teaching concerning
salvation by faith as found in Amidism.
Honen taught that Amida saves all who
repeat the nembutsu (“Hail, Amida
Buddha!”) from the heart in faith.
Shinran went even further and said
that not only salvation but faith itself is
a gift of Amida and that repetition of
the name is an expression of gratitude
that the mercy of Amida has already
been bestowed. When we realize that
etymologically and theologically charis
(grace) in the New Testament is not
only unmerited favor but also thankful
acceptance, and when we read Romans
10:13 and Ephesians 2:9-10, it does
seem that Buddhist and Christian
teachings are very close in this regard.
The precise use to which the mis-
sionary puts this knowledge of Bud-
dhism must be left up to the individual.
However, I will make two observations.
First of all, to teach, preach and
witness in Japan without reference to
Buddhist doctrine is to

with the problems these occasion for
Christian living and church life on the
other.

6) Appreciation for the contributri-
ons of Buddhism to Japanese culture.
While the religion of Buddha is idola-
trous and inimical to faith in Christ,
there is much we can learn from Bud-
dhist propagation and much we can ap-
preciate in Buddhist productions. For
example, Nichiren Shoshu Soka Gakkai
propagation methodology could teach us
how to improve our methods if we were
prepared to learn. And much of Japan-
ese art, architecture, decor and etiquette
which we admire stems from Zen.

A study of Japanese Buddhists
would include at least the following:

1) Japanese Buddhists as syn-
cretists or “multi-religionists.” Most
Japanese are firmly convinced that
“though there are many roads on Mt.
Fuji they all lead to the same summit.”
But except in certain cases such as Sei-
cho no Ie there has not been a concerted
cffort to blend ideas from various reli-
gious traditions. Rather, they have set-
tled for what I call “multi-religion”—the
compartmentalization of religious life in
such a way as to believe and act like

miss out on one of the

most effective methods of
gospel communication—
comparison and contrast.

Secondly, it should be
remembered that no sin-
gle doctrine or notion can
be fully understood when
separated from the system of which it is
a part. So that the Buddhist teachings
that secem most like Christianity are at
the same time most unlike them be-
causc they are part of the Buddhist
whole.

5) Buddhist rituals, practices and
behavior patterns. The missionary who
is oblivious to the significance of cele-
brations such as Buddha’s birthday and
Obon (festival for the dead), and with
Buddhist rites connected with death
and ancestor veneration, is at a great
disadvantage. It is unlikely they will be
able to take advantage of certain signif-
icant opportunities for evangelism and
instruction on the one hand, or to deal

Buddhists
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Japanese in
response to one of my early sermons
said, “Sensei, I am so impressed by what
you say. My family have been Buddhists
and Shintoists for as long as I can re-
member. But tonight I have made an
important decision. From now on we
will be Christians, too!”

b) Japanese Buddhists as secularists
and materialists. One of my university
professors attempted to dissuade me
from going to Japan by saying, “My ex-
perience in Japan is that the Japanese
are interested in a changed economic
picture here and now; not pie in the sky
bye and bye.”

He was right, of course. But he was
also wrong. Like large numbers of

Americans many Japanese are inter-
ested in a religion that promises pros-
perity. The “new religions” tend to cap-
italize on that. But unlike most Ameri-
cans, Japanese who give evidence of
being materialistic and secularistic
have no intention whatever of depriv-
ing themselves, their ancestors or their
progeny of the good offices of priests,
buddhas and bodhisattvas (savior-
beings). All alike have their respect,
their money and even their veneration.

c) Japanese view that logic and
doctrine are inadequate. It has always
amused me that, though Buddhism es-
chews doctrinal in favor of experiential
knowledge, the various schools often
split doctrinal hairs and on that basis
go separate ways. And it has always
amazed me that Buddhists of various
sects take refuge in the logic of their
faith even when that logic is illogical!

The explanation seems to be that
the average Buddhist wants to be as-
sured of doctrinal integrity and logical
validity, but is quite content to rest in
thinking that the “experts” have both
well in hand. The right “feel” in rela-
tion to faith is more important to the
Japanese. To the degree that this is so,
it is evident that Christian approaches
must respond to both biblical priorities
and Japanese proclivities.

3. What are the prospects for more
specialized training?

Currently missionary education is
in flux. Mission studies are becoming
“intercultural studies” in various
schools. Valid reasons can be adduced
for this, but if we have learned any-
thing about words it is that they are not
Jjust labels, as some would have us be-
lieve, they have their own power. It will
prove difficult to re-name the discipline
without reforming the offerings.

In all likelihood the tendency will
be to short-change biblical/theological/
religious studies while strengthening
the study of culture and culture-related
subjects. Intensive study of mission the-
ology (fairly important in the past) may
be neglected. And specialized study of
religions (which seldom has been avail-
able) will still be overlooked. Therefore
the place of biblical/theological dimen-
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sion of mission studies deserves full,
thorough treatment.

Concerning specialized study of
the world’s religions, there are three
factors that argue for a more optimistic
outlook in spite of what I have said.

First, a greatly increased exposure
to Oriental religions among Westerners
generally has heightened interest on the
part of laity and scholar alike. A former
student called my office to inform me
he had an opportunity to teach world
religions in a local college. He re-
quested any course materials I would be
willing to share.

He called back later quite ecstatic.
He had never dreamed the subject mat-
ter was so voluminous and complex. As
a result of his study and teaching, his
ministry in both col-

Japan’s foremost and wealthiest scien-
tists. I led Bible studies in his laboratory
and his home. He listened. He asked
questions. He read the Bible. One
Christmas Eve while visiting us in Illi-
nois he came very close to making a
decision for Christ, but he did not do it.
To my knowledge, he never did.

On one of my summer trips over-
seas, I went to see him. His wife greeted
me warmly, then became very somber
and said, “I regret that in my sorrow
and busyness I did not write to you. Last
Christmas Eve my husband died of a
heart attack. Please come with me.”

She led me to a newly-constructed
and spacious room. It was empty except
for a large, ornate Buddhist altar. On
the altar was a picture of my friend

along with his

lege and church had
expanded beyond
his dreams. Scores
of people in the col-
lege and church had
questions and prob-
lems growing out of
their association with adherents to
other religions, or, at least, with teach-
ings of those religions.

Second, the advance of religious
inclusivism and pluralism, liberal
churches and institutions demands an
informed response from conservative
evangelicals.

In the third place, the growth and
success of programs designed to pro-
vide instruction and hands-on experi-
ence reaching Jews and Muslims
should heighten awareness for the spe-
cialized training of which we are
speaking. If there is a need for special
preparation for missionaries to these
who share so much of our own tradi-
tion, how much greater the need when
targeting those with whom we share
little more than a commitment to
transendence? The establishment of the
Sonrise Center for Buddhist Studies
is an indication that we are beginning
to recognize how urgently this kind of
training is needed.

Conclusion
During my years in Kyoto I be-
came well acquainted with one of
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On the altar was a picture of my
friend...with his ancestral tablet,

other Buddhist paraphernalia and S
a copy of the New Testament

ancestral tablet,
other Buddhist
paraphernalia,
and a copy of
the New Testa-
ment. His
widow turned to
me apologetically, “Sensei, please do
not misunderstand. I put the Bible that
my husband used when attending your
studies on the shelf because he said that
was the only religious book he really
trusted. As for the rest, please try to un-
derstand. I didn’t know what to do.
Please remember we are Japanese.”

All sorts of questions flooded my
mind at the time and come flooding
back every time I picture that room with
its single furnishing.

Would the story have been different
if I had been specifically trained to
teach Japanese Buddhists? And will fu-
ture missionaries have the benefit of
that kind of training?

This article was adapted from the Inter-
national Journal of Frontier Missions,
Vol. 10:3 July 1993

Dr. David Hesselgrave has made nu-
merous contributions to world evange-
lization through books, articles, and
other published materials. After leaving
Japan, he has been emeritus missions
professor at Trinity Evangelical Divin-
ity School in Deerfield, Illinois.
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from generation fo generation

“If you have raced with men
on foot and they have worn you out,
how can you compete with horses?”
Jeremiah 12:5

Reading this verse in my devotions
recently, I was reminded of last sum-
mer’s JEMA Confer-
cnce where the
speaker chal-
lenged us. with
this Scripture. to
rely more on the
Lord. I did not
realize it clearly at
that time. but we
were facing several challenges that
were beyond our strength.

This is our fourth term in Japan,
and it has turned out to be the most dif-
ficult of all. When we came back for
the third term to the same small
church. not everybody understood.
Shouldn’t a missionary Ieave a church
after two terms? Sometimes we asked
ourselves the same question.

Adding to this turmoil was the sit-
uation of our eldest daughter whom we
had left behind in Germany. She could
not adapt to the life there and lost
weight. The doctor diagnosed home-
sickness. So she came back to be with
us. Fortunately she was able to study at
a Japanese women's college, but last
summer she had to job-hunt. That
scemed a really difficult challenge.

Another problem was that our
Japanese co-worker decided to quit.
When we first called him to work with
us he was rather hesitant. We encour-
aged him, though, and thought that
with a little help he could grow into a
good pastor.

To give him enough space to work
at church [ took the chance to get more
involved with JEMA. This turned out
to be quite rewarding. The fellowship
with my brothers and sisters, the sup-
port I received, was heartwarming and
strengthening. But when our co-worker
told us he was leaving, [ really won-
dered whether I could keep up my du-
ties with JEMA, or not.

On the assumption that I could
gradually retire from church work I
had taken up the bookkeeping and trea-

surer post for our mission. This was
something entirely new to me. The
computer was a help in calculations,
but [ had to do the thinking. I made
lots of mistakes.

Then finally, we
had trouble at the church. We were
grieved when two couples left, and one
of our Christian girls chose to marry a
non-Christian. With this verse from
Jeremiah half a year later, the Lord has
made me realize that He did it. He has
given me the power to compete with
horses. He has brought us through.

Our daughter recently got a tem-
porary job in a German kindergarden
in Japan. The involvement with JEMA
did not hinder the work at church, on
the contrary, I have been refreshed by
it. I am still not a model bookkeeper or
treasurer, yet the mistakes are fewer.
And the atmosphere at church im-
proved considerably when the Lord
brought one of the couples back. All
this has assured me afresh that the
Lord is able to do more than we ever
expect. To Him be the glory!

Gerhard is presently serving as a
member at large on the JEMA executive
committee. He and Barbara, and their 5
daughters, have been in Japan with the
German Alliance Mission since 1972.
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IN TRAINING FOR

CHRIST’S SA]
BY MIZUE UCHIDA

JAPAN BIBLE SEMINARY,
started in 1958 to train men and
women to serve God, has been and is
blessed with God’s chosen students.

How would you like to study Greek
and Hebrew in your sixties? How would
you like to become a full time seminary
student at that age? Meet Yoshiaki
Morita, who felt God was calling him
into a full time
ministry five
years before his
retirement. He
always thought he
would like to be a
church caretaker
after retirement.
God. however. had
a different plan for
his life.

God spoke to
him at a New Year’s Conference. Af-
ter much prayer with his wife, God
gave him the assurance through II
Tim. 1:6. 7. For this reason I remind
you to fan into flame the gift of God,
which is in you through the laying on
of my hands. For God did not give us
a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of
power, of love and of self-discipline.”

He entered Japan Bible Seminary
in the spring of 1995. He is one of the
15 married students who make up 25
percent of the student body. He says, “I
knew it would be diffi-
cult for me to go back
into a student life, for I
haven’t really studied
for forty years.” Butit |
was more difficult than |
he expected. Especially |
the languages—En-
glish, Greek and He-
brew—took a lot of his
study time so that he
cut down on his sleep.
His wife worried about

12 Japan Harvest

his weak heart. In answer to
her prayers and to the prayers
of many, God has been keep-
ing him healthy in spite of his
vigorous schedule.

He enjoys the retreat, the
sport day, the concert and
other school activities which
give him a break from the studies. God
has placed a burden in his heart for
church planting in an unchurched area.

Born an MK, Izumi Ogawa
;gﬁn‘*;

had a unique childhood 1n
W.gqr,] comparison with the average

ik

Japanese. She went to a lo-
cal grade school in Indonesia. At home
her parents taught her according to the
Japanese curricu-
lum. She became
bilingual natu-
rally. Did God
have a special
plan for her in
all these
things?

Her parents, OMF missionaries,
always provided spiritual atmosphere for
their three children. One Easter, when
Izumi was in grade 6, through her fa-
ther’s message she understood the

"y

.,_____!

-
»

3.

Graduation

meaning of the cross and the resurrec-
tion. She accepted Jesus as her Savior
and at the same time God gave her the
desire to serve Him full time.

She and her younger sister were
sent back to Japan for higher education
In high school she began to have the
burden to become a missionary. It was
at a KGK (Kirisutosha Gakusei Kai,
Japanese Inter Varsity) conference that
she learned that she needed God's call-
ing to become a missionary

As she prayed and sought His will,
God began to speak to her through His
Word, “Leave your country, )
ple and your father’s household and go

‘our I)L’II-

to the land where I will show you.”
Gen. 12:1. ‘I am only a
child.’
you to and say whatever | command
you.” Jer. 1:7. She came to Japan Bible
Seminary with eagerness (o study the
Word of God and to be trained

She treasures her life in the dormi-
tory where she meets other girls with
the same calling and yet with altogether
different backgrounds. They do
chores together such as cleaning,
making meals, gardening, and li-
brary work. All of this is a necessary
part of the training if they are to be-
come true servants of the Lord to
serve others. They also learn to use
their time wisely in their busy sched-
ule. “I am enjoying sharing and
praying with my roommate and with
my classmates,” she says.
. In April another MK 1s
['é“’""‘ coming to JBS. We are sce-
NI :{ ing more and more second
generation Christians here.
Young and old, married and single,
men and women, from Christian back-
ground and non-Christian back-
ground—they are being prepared as
har-
vesters
for the
Lord’s
harvest
field.

“Do not say,
You must go to everyone | send

Mizue Uchida and her husband serve on
the staff of the Japan Bible Seminary.
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rbana "96 Mission Conven-

tion, attended by 19,000 peo-
ple. was a great experience of worship
and praise. But the greatest work the
Holy Spirit did in my life was during a
meeting at the International Urbana
which followed the regular convention.

The background to the meeting
was the deep-seated hurt and bitterness
of the Koreans toward the Japanese
people because of what the Japanese
army did in Korea in WWIIL The
government of Japan has not
helped to change this attitude
over the years as they have
continued in hurtful re-
sponses toward the people of
Korca.

At the last Convention in
1993, a reconciliation time estab-
lished a friendship between the
Japanese and Korean Christians
This time about 30 of us, Japanese, a
few Koreans, Chinese and South Amer-
icans. heard a Japanese and a Korean
explain what happened three years ago
in the same room. Having read about
the dark history of Japan and knowing
the discrimination against Koreans, it
scemed impossible to me that there
could be a true reconciliation.

After the detailed explanation, a
Korcan girl spoke out, “It is not so casy
to forgive...” She was almost crying as
she shared about scars which had not
yet healed. She was angry at the
Japanese people’s ignorance about the
truths of history and the government’s
irresponsiblity in their attitudes toward
Korea. To the Koreans the things
which happened are not just stories
from textbooks but are reality learned
from parents and grandparents. “WWII
was only 50 years ago,” she said.

Although her sharing was not
long, the silence that followed was.
Some non-Japanese commented, and
then the speakers asked the Korean girl
for suggestions as to what we as Chris-
tians could do. She asked us Japanese
to make cfforts and we all promised to
do so but it was an awkward time. I
think most of us were shocked listening
to a Korean’s honest feelings toward
Japanese and felt a tremendous guilt.

After the seminar, about fifty
Japanese gathered to discuss the issue. A
seminary student who had studied the
difTiculties explained to us what the
Japanese did to the Asian countries in
WWIL. It was so evil that many girls
started crying and couldn’t listen any
more. In a time of deep brokenness, we
prayed and asked God’s forgiveness for
our ancestors’ sins.

The next evening 140 of us gath-
cred again in the cafeteria. We Japanese

Reconciliation
Urbana 199¢

by a delegate
with Ruth Droullard

wanted to be hosts to our
Asian friends but we were
awkward, with stiff smiles. Everyone sat
separately by country. Even after wor-
shiping God and singing, the unseen
wall between the Japanese and the other
Asian groups was obvious. The Japanese
leader thanked the others for coming
and explained that we wanted to share
what God had done in us and taught us
during this conference. No one re-
sponded at first so a Korean leader en-
couraged Koreans to share.

A Korean girl began by asking us to
pray for her. We did and then she
started sharing her negative feclings to-
wards Japan. It wasn’t easy to listen to
her but then she started crying and ad-
mitted that it was sin to have such bitter
feelings and asked for our forgiveness.
How humble she was! She confessed her
sin against us Japanese—to our faces—
and asked our forgiveness! Though the
Japanese did terribly wrong things to the
Koreans, she was asking our forgive-
ness. [ was so moved by her humility I
couldn’t stop the tears.

Her confession led to many other
Asians coming forward to ask us to for-
give their sin against the Japanese. We
were overwhelmed by the Spirit’s work
and overcome by emotion. One by one,
Japanese stood up and confessed our
sin and our ancestors” sin against other
Asians. As we asked forgiveness, the
Spirit of God was present and I could
sense the wall between us breaking
down. Other Asians came and hugged
us, crying with us out of joy. There was
a tremendous sense of unity—a real

freedom in Christ.

The confession and sharing
lasted until we were inter-
rupted by the leader at two

in the morning to have our
pictures taken—TOGETHER.

There were over 50 cameras,

so we smiled for lots and lots of

pictures! No longer were we Ko-
rean, Japanese, Chinese...we were
brothers and sisters! Though there was
a meeting we all needed to attend the
next morning, many stayed to talk in
the room and hallway—some didn’t
sleep all night!

At the meeting the next morning,
we shared about what had taken place.
We were shocked to find that, the same
night, the Holy Spirit had worked
among the Jews and Arabs in the very
same way! They too had an unsched-
uled meeting! We rejoiced in God’s
work, singing and praising together.

Ned, an American responsible for
the international conference, came to
the stage in tears and was silent for
awhile. Finally he spoke about what
Americans did to the Japanese during
WWII and asked for our forgiveness.
This astonished me. I couldn’t see any-
more because of the tears in my eyes. [
had never expected such an apology
from an American! Ned’s confession
moved us and we were even more filled
with joy and praise to God.

Our God is amazing and wonder-
ful. The conference was definitely in
His hand. People made plans but then
many unexpected things took place! |
am completely convinced that there is
hope in Him. God can bring real peace
to us. Let us pray that God will move in
all of Asia in a similar way.
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In November, 1996
twelve nikkei Canadians
visited Isracl and Jordan.
To the best of our knowl-
edge this was the first time
nikkei Canadians had a
chance to see the amazing
ruins of the Nabatean king-
dom at Petra—colossal fa-
cades of the royal tombs, treasury and
amphitheatre carved out of red sand-
stone towering meters into the sky.

Two from BC joined the group of
ten from Toronto led by Pastor Ed and
Yoko Yoshida.

At the end of the tour the group
was asked to write in three words their
impressions of Israel and in a single
sentence give their observation. This
little assignment proved very interest-
ing. One lady said. “inspiring, enrich-
ing and special—God’s presence per-
meated the land...the experience of a
lifetime for me.” Another wrote, “awe-
inspiring experience—the highlight
was my baptism in the Jordan...I’ve
fallen in love with Isracl.” Another jot-
ted. “The Bible became more meaning-
ful—just to step on the very grounds
where everything took place.” One
wrote, “gave me much depth with color
of the places and people of the Bible,”
while another said. “highlights were
many. but...the walk along the Via Do-
lorosa—ultimately to His crucifixion
site—was the most memorable.™

My own three words were:
PROMISES, PRESENCE, PROPHECY.
Please allow me to elaborate. Nearly
4,000 years ago, God made promises to
a believing Abraham that He would
bless him personally and make him a
father of many nations. The Old Testa-
ment contains many promises about the
land of Israel, described as the “land of
milk and honey.” Through His prophet
Ezekiel. God made these promises,
“But you, O mountains of Israel, will
produce branches and fruit for My peo-
ple Isracl, for they will soon come
home...For I will take you out of the
nations and will gather you from all the
countries and bring you back into your
own land.” (Ezekiel 36:8.24)

What is happening in Israel today?
First of all, its population growth has
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by Edward Yoshida

been more than spectacular. Until the
birth of the nation in 1948, there were
no more than 65,000 Jews living in all
of Palestine. By 1993, there were
5.321,000. In the past two years, another
500.000 immigrated to Israel. Today the
population stands at 7 million plus, all
in a land the size of New Jersey.

Many of these Jewish immigrants
have streamed into the land from Rus-
sia, locally known as the pharoah of the
north. The spectacular crumbling of the
Berlin wall in 1989 blew the lid off the
immigration restraints imposed on the
Russian Jews. Another million are wait-
ing in the wings, at least until the na-
tional housing problem is resolved.

Between 1985 and 1993, Israel ac-
cepted some 65,000 black Ethiopian
Jews. They are treated equally by the
government. Our guide said, “there is no
racial discrimination in Israel.” Immi-
grants, coming as carly as the 1920’s,
have settled into more than 270 kib-
butzes and 450 moshaves scattered
across the county. (Kibbutz is communal
living without private ownership.) Some
of the more famous government leaders
have issued
from these kib-
butzes—Ben
Gurion, Golda
Meir and Moshe
Dayan.

Educated
Jews returning
from the dias-
pora have pio-
neered luxuri-
ous farms from
swamplands by
planting cuca-
lyptus trees to 2 s
suck up the wa-

ter. The Negev wilderness—rich in min-

erals but desert dry—now receives the
water of life from the National Water

PROMISE, PRESENCE AND PROPHECY

R

System, the Sca of
Galilee, known as the
heart of the nation. Today
the desert is blossoming
as the rose (Isaiah 35:1).
The drip irrigation
method ensures that only
the plants get the precious
water. Within a six month
period in 1994 Isracl exported 100,000
tons of fruit and vegetables, 550 million
flowers and 8500 tons of hothouse
tomatoes to Europe. Ironically Jaffa
oranges have been sold to Florida

When our bus took the national
highway routes, we had to compete
with tractors laden with persimmon,
bananas and oranges. We saw a little
Toyota truck literally crushed under the
weight of loaded fruit after turning too
sharply. It held up our bus for some
time.

A hay farmer may be able to cut
1.5 to 2 times per season in North
America. In the Hulah Valley near the
Sea of Galilee, they harvest hay 18
times per year. Abundance of feed
means livestock produce much needed
milk, while flowers, domestic and wild.
provide bees with the nectar they need
to produce honey. Was God teasing His
people when He called the Promised
Land the land of milk and honey?

What is the significance of all this?
God always, on His own time schedule,
delivers on His promises.

Presence was another word we
commonly shared. One
lady felt the divine Pres-
ence as a tingling sensa-
tion. but the same lady
felt nothing in Jordan,
where the ancient ruins
speak of the genius of
human engineering and
craftsmanship. Could it
be possible that the Pres-
ence was felt because she
was a pilgrim, a believer
in the Jesus story? A man
felt weepy at the Western
Wall. Three of our group
were baptized in the Jor-
dan River. Holy Communion at the site
of Jesus’ tomb brought a special sense
of His Presence to us all.



The question does come, “Do you
have to visit the Holy Land to sense the
Presence?” Absolutely not. Presence is
felt wherever God is and He is every-
where. One only needs to take time to
meditate on His Person.

My final word is prophecy. There
is no doubt that all of the three major
religions found in Israel expect the re-
turn of the Messiah to Jerusalem. Even
the Muslims believe that the Messiah
would come through the castern gate.
And for that reason they built a ceme-
tery in from that gate so that the
Messiah-rabbi would not walk across it
and thus defile himself.

Several Christian books now on the
market proclaim the year 2000 as the
calculated return of the Messiah—
though this is not biblical and Jesus
never foretold the date. However, He
did forewarn of events to occur in the
future. Predicting the destruction of
Jerusalem and its temple (fulfilled in
A.D. 70) Jesus added. “Jerusalem will
be trampled on by the Gentiles until the
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.”

Consecutively, the Romans, Byzan-
tines, Persians, Arabs, Muslims, Cru-
saders. Turks and finally. the British
have trampled over Isracl across two
millennia. [t was the symbolic Six Day
War of 1967 that gave the Jews control
of Jerusalem once again. Many Chris-
tian scholars agree that was the key
cvent marking the beginning of the
end. Jesus prophesied that many signs
pointing to the end of the world order
as we presently see it would occur in
the generation that would sce Israel
back in her own land.

Who expected the “evil empire” of
USSR to come down so quickly, as did
the Berlin Wall? The message of the
Bible is to be ready, to watch, be occu-
pied in doing good, and look for the
signs of the times. Could the final four
years of this millenium be the most
sobering moments of human history?

Edward S. Yoshida is Pastor of Wesley
Chapel Japanese Church, Toronto,
Canada.

SEEING THE
INVISIBLE

by Laurence D. Hieberr

sutomu Aragaki, Christian

musician and evangelist,

made our 1996 Christmas
Concert a memorable occasion. His
well-trained tenor voice, wide selection
of music in several languages, and his
humor and warm personality impressed
both young and old. His gripping testi-
mony touched cach person with the love
and light of Jesus Christ.

Mr. Aragaki has been
unable to see since his
birth in 1952, when a mid-
wife mistakenly washed
his eyes with a solution
that destroyed his eyesight.
His young Okinawan
mother and U.S. military
father of Mexican descent
separated while he was
still an infant. She left
Tsutomu with his maternal
grandmother and married another man.
As he grew up he was told that his
mother was his sister and that his grand-
mother was his mother. Then suddenly
his grandmother passed away.

Abandoned by his parents and de-
spised by society he had many questions.
Why hadn’t his parents loved him? Why
had the midwife made that mistake?
Why was it him and not someone else?
Why couldn’t he have a home? Slowly
his questions turned into anger and his
heart became filled with hatred.

As a child, the one thing he enjoyed
was music. He recalls hearing Christian
music broadcast by FEBC.In junior
high, he began to appreciate the music
more and more, but found it difficult to
believe there was a God who loved him.

He endured a life of incredible dis-
advantages and deep hardships in a soci-
ety that prizes uniformity and penalizes
those who stick out. The ridicule, bully-
ing, and multitude of challenges he
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faced, caused him to contemplate tak-
ing his own life, culminating in an at-
tempted suicide early in high school. A
friend rescued him and through God's
gracious leading, he was invited to a
Bible Camp where he trusted Jesus
Christ as Savior and decided to follow
him as Lord. He was filled with joy.

He began attending church and
soon was led to dedicate his voice to the
Lord to share his joy with others. His
higher education included study at
Tokyo Christian College, voice training
under renowned instructor Andre Bal-
landoni, and a theology degree from
seminary. He is now associate pastor of
Tokyo Peace Church. He demonstrates
tremendous courage by living on his
own and traveling throughout Japan

holding concerts in

churches and schools.

\ Several in our

crowd could identify
with Mr. Aragaki. Nine
members of “The Soci-
cty for the Blind” in
Toyota City responded
to our invitation. Even
though they had never
attended a church meet-
ing, they were pleased
to identify with Mr. Aragaki and were
deeply moved by his testimony. We
trust some will come to know and then,
someday in glory, see our Lord!

As Mr. Aragaki sang, we all mar-
veled at his rich voice, extensive musi-
cal training and mastery of several lan-
guages. But more than that, it was the
Joy and courage. the peace and

2

strength, the grace and love that exuded

from his soul that captivated us. His
passion for God and concern for the
lost were readily evident. He had once
wished he could kill those who had a
part in his difficult life, but now with a
heart healed and cleansed of its bitter-
ness and hate, he sings with love and a
power beyond his own. Though he has
never seen, he gave us a glimpse of the
beauty of our Savior and the glory of
our God. The invisible became visible!

Laurence and Leona Hiebert have been in

Japan with the Mennonite Brethren Mission

since 1988 and work in Toyota City.
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They could hardly have

been more opposite. though they
seemed to have mutual interests at
first. He was a graphic de-
signer. long hair. beard and

all. She was an actress and an-
nouncer. They met while work-
ing for an advertisement agency.

Marnage brought out every
contrast Toshifumi and Noriko Ka-
jikawa had. If he turned left, she turned
right. If he said black. she said white.
The conflicts and arguments were be-
coming a nightmare. They talked about
divorce.

As a young person, Noriko had
attended the same church as famous
author Ayako Miura. in Asahikawa,
and had been baptized as a believer.
But she had drifted a long way and had
deliberately hardened her heart.

Well, that was how things were
when Lloyd and Esther Watanabe ar-
rived in Hokkaido as missionaries from
Hawaii needing a language tecacher. A
friend introduced Lloyd to Noriko and
God was in the picture again.

Lloyd invited Noriko to a ladies’
meeting. She said no. Lloyd invited her
to a special meeting at church. She said
no. Lloyd didn’t give up. Noriko’s re-
sistance doubled.

Finally she told Lloyd she would
£0 to a special ladies gathering “just
once.”—just to get him to stop asking.

She sat in the farthest seat in the
back waiting for it to end, but Pastor
Masui’s message from God’s Word was
a double-edged sword to her heart. As
the other women left, she began to cry.
For an hour she wept while Pastor Mat-
sui and Lloyd waited and prayed. She
was wonderfully restored to the Father,
and went home rejoicing.

Toshifumi was playing mahjong
with his friends. It was one of the pat-
terns of his life that was about to be
dramatically changed. He couldn’t be-
lieve the change in her, of course, and
wasn’t sure he liked it. In fact, he
feared that his wife had gotten herself
mixed up in a weird sect and he asked
his friends to help him rescue her.

She began inviting him to things.
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He said no. Then one day she asked him
if he’d go with her to a Christmas party.
The food she talked about

good. He decided it
was worth the risk. A week later, out
of courtesy, he attended the Sunday wor-
ship service. That day he talked with
Lloyd Watanabe for six hours—and at
the end Toshifumi bowed his head and
heart before Jesus Christ.

The next day he told everyone in his
workplace he had accepted Christ as his
Savior. That announcement was met
with total astonishment. YOU are a
CHRISTIAN? At
noon, they pulled
their chairs in a circle
around him and be-
gan asking questions.

To everyone’s
amazement, not least
his own, out of his
mouth came wise
answers for ques-
tion after question.
That was the begin-
ning of his work-
mates’ salvation.

One by onc their
lives were changed by Jesus Christ until
the Kajikawa’s church began to be
known as “The Designers’ Church,”
there were so many of them there.

Wonderful things were happening
around and through them, but inside
their marriage it was still “he going left
and she going right.” Then they heard
about Christ For The Nations Japan
Bible Institute and decided to commit
themselves to study God’s Word in
depth. Little by little, the Word of God
and the power of the Holy Spirit brought
change to their attitudes and lives.

Now he is Vice-President of the In-
stitute, she is his assistant, and they love
working together. Gifted as encouragers
and as teachers, they have ministered to
the students for the past 10 years now.
The Kajikawas have no children of their
own, but they love children’s work and

TPy

PRSP AL Ty

n

S Eanie
s by ¥ LYV SRUL AR

S NN\ (;;

one of their regular outreaches is to the

local churchés and orphanages in Sap-
poro and its vicinity. They use their
dramatic gifts with flair, in church
plays, camps, and street drama.
Working with them on staff is Ger-
ald Goodall, an MK whose ability
in Japanese and English also makes
him the general translator for outside
speakers.

Christ For The Nations Japan was
begun by Charles and Diane Gyurko 1n
1985. Since then over 120 students
have graduated or completed a course
of study and are now serving in chil-
dren’s work, evangelism, church plant-
ing and missions. The Gyurkos re-
turned to the States several years ago
and were replaced by Rodolfo and
Adriana Garza, from Mexico.

The Garzas, Ka-
Jikawas and Gerald
carry a good portion of
the teaching load
rounded out by guest
speakers from all over

Japan and around the
world. At these special
times, believers from the
local churches are in-
vited to attend, often fill-
ing the small classroom
with 30 to 40 people.
Each morning begins
with an extended time of
worship and prayer, followed by
classes, which include practical lessons
on children’s work. thematic Bible
study, practical Christian living, En-
glish, spiritual warfare, and counseling.

Most afternoons are open for part-
time jobs and other activities. Thursday
afternoons are set aside for prayer and
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preparation together before they go out
to share in parks, churches, orphanages
and 1n the bar and disco area just a few
blocks from the school. They use drama
and music to draw a crowd and then
give testimonies, pass out tracts, and
share onc-on-one.

Wedding pictures in the office re-
veal how many students have met thetr
mate at the Institute! And so not only
individual believers are being prepared
for God’s work but Christian homes are
cstablished as well.

Every two years they have an over-
seas outreach. So far they have been to
Russia. China. Malaysia, Hong Kong,
and the Philippines. This July they will
be taking the students to Mexico.

For further information on CFFNJapan
Bible Institute, contact them at:

Shogin Bldg 9F, S9W4 Chuo-ku, Sap-
poro, 064

Tel: 011-531-8725 FAX 011-521-1105
E-mail: XLLO2223(@niftyserve.or.jp

CHRISTIAN CENTER BOOKSTORE
Box 14, Kanoya, Kagoshima 893

OUR SPECIALTY: TEXTBOOKS
FOR ENGLISH BIBLE CLASSES

Listed in order of difficulty

1. My Body Book #2 (large letters) ¥1000
2. Your Good Words ABC Book Y1000
3. I Learn to Read About Jesus Y1000
4. Workbook for I Learn to Read ¥1000
S.  Basic Course for EBC ¥300
6. Jesus - 26 Lessons for EBC Y600
7. Jesus - 26 Pictures/Scriptures ¥400
8. Jesus - 26 Lessons/Complete ¥1000
9. 2 Week Course - 26 pages ¥200
10.  All About the Church - 70pp. ¥1000
11. 50 Lessons in Luke - 52pp. Y600
12.  Guide to Christ, the Church
and the Christian Life - 160pp. ¥1500
13.  Christian Doctrine Workbook ¥750
14. 24 Week Course for EBC ¥1000
1S.  Church Begins: Acts - 35 Lessons ¥1200
16. Chinese Art Calendars - from each
October. Cheaper in quantity Y150
WRITE OR CALL
FAX OR PHONE ANYTIME

0994-42-4444

This January during a visit to
Ebina, where we had worked for eight
years, we spent an evening with the
Taguchi family. Mrs. Taguchi and the
three children were faithful mem-
bers of the church
while we pastored
there, but her husband
never quite came to the
point of decision. As the
first son of a third-
generation Shinto
priest, it was one thing
for him to break the
succession and be-
come an executive in
Sony, but to become
a Christian...

However, during
the two years that he worked in France,
he got baptized. Now we asked him
what influenced his decision. He re-
counted an incident four years prior. Mr.
Taguchi’s elderly father had been hospi-
talized in Osaka for some time due to a
failing pancreas. The doctors had given
him one week to live.

Sister Taguchi contacted us, asking
that we visit him in the hospital. Mr.
Taguchi happened to be in Osaka on
business that day and dropped in while
we were visiting his father. We prayed
for the elderly gentleman’s healing and
shared the gospel. Nothing happened
that we could see except that Mr.
Taguchi was a little indignant that we
would be so forward.

We said our farewells and left, hear-
ing later only that the father had been
released from the hospital. Now Mr.
Taguchi was telling us about his shock
that evening when he returned to the

notina
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by Carlton and Constance
Kenney

hospital to find his father without the
[V tubes in his body. The doctors could
give no reason for the change and sim-
ply said he was well.

So in France when Mr.
Taguchi was given an oppor-
tunity to convert,
the pastor asked

him what con-
vinced him to be-
lieve. He referred

back to this incident,
saying that he
knew God 1s
real.

Two things
really stand out
to us from this
experience.
First, we are firmly convinced that the
true gospel is itself intrinsically power-
ful and God’s appointed means to bring
sinners to Himself. At the same time,
He has ordained that His power be
demonstrated with the proclamation of
the gospel. In some cases it seems that
without these supernatural attestations,
many will not turn to the Lord. Sec-
ondly, it says of the early church that
God worked with them, confirming the
Word with signs following. From this
we have adopted the slogan of letting
the signs follow us and not the reverse.

Whatever phenomenon the Holy
Spirit may grant us today, we are grate-
ful for, but not obsessed with them. In
other words. let us stay focused on the
Lamb and follow Him wherever He
goes and let the signs follow us.

Carlton and Constance Kenney have
been church planters in Japan since
1962.

CORRECTIONS! (from last issue)

Fred Campbell wants proper credit given to the true authors of the
article, Book I, Book II Prayer Language Helps. It was written by
Ms. Karen Schaffner and Mr. Yasuhiko Harada.

And a gracious friend pointed out that the “Miyoshanji”in the article

The Eastern Cross Part Il is not the name of the land donated to the Church in
1593, but rather the name of the temple where the Kirishitan bell is still held in
Kyoto.
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Faithfulness
to God
and His Truth

third in a series

by Berndt Bohman

God longs for His people to be-
faithful to Him and His Word.
Throughout Old Testament history God
repeatedly stressed to His people the
importance of not being influenced by
the cultures around them. In the New
Testament, Paul warns of being taken
captive by the hollow and deceptive
philosophy of this world (Col.2:8). He
spoke “a message of wisdom among the
mature, but not the wisdom of this age”
and not “in words taught us by human
wisdom but in words taught by the
Spirit” (1Co.2:6,13).

Yet today we find deceptive theo-
ries from psychology have infiltrated
even the church.

Answers to Emotional Problems
Found Within a Man?

If a person encounters emotional

problems he is usually encouraged by

psychology to search for the cause of

the mind” (Je.17:10). “A man’s steps
are of the Lord; how then can a man
understand his own way?” (Pr.20:24)

Our lives must be measured by the
standards of God’s Word. David said:
“O LORD, You have searched me and
You know me. You perceive my
thoughts from afar. Before a word is on
my tongue You know it completely.”
(Ps.139:1-4) If you want to get in touch
with the real you, get in touch with God.
The cause and cure of man’s problems
are found in God’s revelation of human
nature in His Word.

Someone Else’s Fault?

Psychology teaches that emotional
problems are caused by the wrong up-
bringing or unfavorable circumstances.
“Your parents were too strict, abused
you in your childhood, or you might
have been bullied in school.” Modern
man sees himself as a victim, not a sin-
ner. A thief, alcoholic or emotional
wreck is not to blame for their situation
because the fault can always be found
somewhere else.

The tendency of human beings from
the beginning has been to blame others.
When Adam was confronted by God in
the Garden he blamed the fault on Eve.
Eve in turn blamed it on the serpent who
deceived her. (Ge.3:12-13)

God did not see Adam and Eve as
victims of bad influences but simply as
sinners. The

those problems within
himself. We are told
that if we analyze our
inner lives we will
find the problem and
it can be cured with
the right techniques.
Can we find reliable answers and
the solution to our problems by self-
examination? The Bible says: “The
heart is deceitful above all things and
beyond cure (desperately wicked NKJ).
Who can understand it?” (Je.17:9)
Problem-solving by self-examination
results in deceitful answers because hu-
man beings desire to protect their self-
life. A man’s sinful heart is not going
to tell him the truth about himself.
The Lord, our Creator, knows us

better than we do ourselves. I the
LORD search the heart and examine
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Problem solving by
self-examination results in deceitful §

answers because human beings...
protect their self life.

Bible never en-
courages us to
analyze our
lives to find the
factors that
made us the
way we are now. Healing does not come
through analysis but through repen-
tance.

Inner Healing Received
by Understanding the Past?

Some psychology teaches that the
troubled person needs to look back and
relive the traumatic experiences Suppos-
edly causing the difficulties. This kind
of teaching is in conflict with the Bible
because nowhere does God’s Word tell
us to look back in order to be cured in
our inner lives. The Scriptures tell us

the opposite. “Forget the former things;
do not dwell on the past” (Is.43:18).
The only past we are to look to is the
work Jesus did on the cross. There is
healing at the cross and that fact has
not changed through the centuries.

Why is it so important not to dwell
on our past, according to the Bible?
Because the meaning of the cross is
made without effect. My old self filled
with mistakes and failures was cruci-
fied with Jesus, so that person no
longer exists. A Christian lives by faith
a completely new life through Jesus
Christ (Ga.2:20). The meaning of bap-
tism in water is also made without ef-
fect if we continue to look for inner
healing in the past. Water baptism sig-
nifies that the person you once were is
“baptized into His death,” and not only
that but also buried with Him. When
we are born again as Christians we arc
a new creation. “The old has gone, the
new has come!” (2Co0.5:17).

Going back to the old life can
never enable a person to live in the new
life. You cannot heal someone who is
dead.

This Matter of Love

Love, what a word! It’s short, im-
portant, misunderstood and misused!
Every person, whether Christian or
non-Christian, needs love. Even the
Beatles sang: “All you need is love.”
What a worldly rock group means by
the word /ove and what God means are
two different things, though. When we
are dealing with emotional problems
everyone agrees on the importance of
love, but when today’s counsclors speak
about love do they mean what God
means?

God Our Heavenly Santa Claus?

A childish dream is of a father who
never disciplines, who would always
say, “I love and accept you just as you
are.” Sometimes this childish view of
God’s love surfaces in Christian coun-
seling. God is pictured as a nice Santa
who gives emotional boosts in beauti-
fully wrapped packages without dis-
crimination. He might not be happy
when His people fail but He is always
tolerant and loving no matter what, He



understands every situation and weak-
ness and accepts us as we are. He might
not like your “doing,” (your sins) but he
will always accept your “being” (the
way you are). There is no need of re-
pentance before a God like that.

The Nature of God’s Love
What is God’s love all about?
God’s highest expression of love was to
send Jesus

but that doesn’t mean that He accepts
their sinful nature. The proclamation
that a person is precious and loved in
the sight of God (Is.43:4) can only be
made on the premise of redemption
through the blood of Jesus Christ. Some-
times the tax collector, Zacchaeus, is
used as an example of a person who was
accepted by Jesus without repentance.
(Lk.19:1-10) That is to bring evidence
from silence. Zaccha-

Christ to the
carth. “This
is how God
showed His
love among
us: He sent
His one and
only Son into the world that we might
live through Him.” (1Jn.4:9) When
God speaks about His love for His own
in the New Testament it is written in
the Greek aorist tense (with very few
exceptions), referring to His past love.
God’s act of love points back to the
cross. “God demonstrates His own love
for us in this: while we were still sin-
ners, Christ died for us.” (Ro.5:8)

God should have condemned us to
death because of our sin but instead His
love for us and desire for our healing
was so great He took our sins, placed
them on His Son, and gave Him the
punishment of death that was ours.
That is amazing, holy, burning love!

God’s Love is Jealous

God is not lax and tolerant. He is a
jealous God. (Ex.20:5) One of the best
descriptions of God’s love in the Old
Testament is in Song of Solomon 8:6,
“Love is as strong as death, its jealousy
unyielding as the grave. It burns like
blazing fire, like a mighty flame.”

Jealous love means that God feels
the intense pain of anything that comes
between Him and the object of His love.
God cares for us to the point of jealous-
ness and “the Spirit He caused to live in
us envies intensely.” (Ja.4:5) His love
causes Him to rebuke and discipline us
(Rev.3:19), chastise (Heb.12:6) and
prune (Jn.15:2) to get us right.

The idea that God accepts me as I
am because of love is not to be found in
the Word of God. God loves everyone

God feels the intense pain
of anything that comes
between Him and the

cus’ repentance was
not with words but in
action which is far
better. We must al-
ways teach the whole
counsel of God.

Are We to Love Ourselves?

The problem with the teaching of
love in the church today is that it is not
only shallow but also misdirected. We
sometimes hear “love God, love yourself
and love others.” It is right to love God
and others but from where do we get
scriptural support for “love yourself?” It
might be a misinterpretation of
MLt.22:37-39 which says, “Love the
Lord. Love your neighbor as yourself.”
There are three reasons why these verses
are not talking about self-love.

1. Jesus spoke of two command-
ments, not three. He did not say that the
first commandment is to love God, the
second to love our neighbors and the
third to love ourselves. Most of us do
love ourselves because “no one ever
hated his own body.” (Ep.5:29) We have
strong feelings about how we would like
to be treated and so Christ laid down the
rule, “do to others what you would have
them do to you.” (Mt.7:12)

2. The word for love in this verse is
agape which is self-sacrificial love.
Agape love is for the benefit of others.
How can you Jove yourself with self-
sacrificial loye?

3. Self<love is sin. “Sin is being
curved in on gnpeself” (Luther). Among
all kinds of evil in the last days people
will be “lovers of themselves.” (I Tim.
3:1-2) Peter yyas not asked by Jesus: “Do
you love Yoy rself?” The question was:
“Do you love Me?” (Jn.21:15-19) A
burning love for Jesus was essential for
Peter’s future ministry to the church.

Salty or Not Salty?

It is regarded counterproductive
today to tell people of sin and their lost
condition. They don’t like to hear that
they broke a moral law or that they are
not good enough. People like to feel
good about themselves, hear about a
God that accepts everything and wants
them successful. Some pastors take an
casy ride on people’s opinions and
preach a gospel that will not offend. It’s
casier to preach about low self-image
than sin, and speak of love and accep-
tance instead of repentance, and replace
the word faith with positive thinking.
This kind of message fits all places, all
situations, and can be heard comfort-
ably by everybody.

Mt.5:13 “You are the salt of the
carth. But if the salt loses its saltiness,
how can it be made salty again? It is no
longer good for anything, except to be
thrown out and trampled by men.” Cer-
tainly people need to hear that God is
love (1Jo.4:16), but they need also to be
warned that God is a consuming fire.
(Heb.12:29)
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181 beds

Comprehensive Medical Care
including rehabilitation and emergency
as well as out patient service

Christian doctors and nurses
A Hospital with a Christian witness

Discount for missionaries and the clergy

Director: Dr. Nobuyoshi Okada
40-2 Sakashita 1 chome
Itabashi Ku, Tokyo 174

Tel. 03-3968-2621

7 minutes walk from ‘‘Hasume"’
subway station (Mita Line)
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from generation o generation

Area |Date Coordinator Tel.
Sapporo 7/19 |Manase Tomita 011-883-6116
Yokote 5/24 | Yoko Kosugi 0182-32-1383
Morioka 5/24 |Kei Ohara 019-641-1368
Sendai 5/24 | Kiyoshi Takahashi 022-244-1731
Iwaki 5/24 | Shigenobu Okoshi 0246-29-5657
Gunma 5/24 |Isamu Watanabe 0279-22-1080
Kisarazu 5/24 |R. Clatworthy 0438-37-4739
Misato 5/24 |Tamio Kaneko 0489-66-3138
Tokyo 5/24 | Chu Kosaka 03-3358-0891
W. Tokyo |5/24 |Koji Hayashi 0425-41-2166
Yokohama |5/24 |Yaw Amoabeng 045-663-5717
Gotenba 5/24 | Toru Nakami 0550-82-2872
Toyama 5/24 |Matsue Kobayashi 0764-31-1764
Kanazawa |[5/24 |Shozo Fujikawa 0762-91-2742
Fukui 5/24 |Hitoshi Fudaba 0770-22-5138
Nagoya 5/17 |Masahide Nakamura |052-561-3340
Shiga 5/24 |Norio Okeda 0775-45-7884
Kyoto 5/17 |Masafumi Tsubokura | 075-881-4966
Osaka 5/24 |Junichi Hatano 06-731-1745
S. Osaka 5/24 | Yasumi Fujita 0724-95-5726

Hanshin Pending

Kobe 5/24 |Wataru Sugahara 078-612-5511
Wakayama |5/24 | Mitsuki Seino 0734-36-2238
Okayama |5/24 |Tetsuo Sarai 086-276-1152

IFukuoka IS/l7 ISetsuo Harada

092-751-9392

IOkinawa 15/18 IMasumi Harada

098-938-7934
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GLOBAL MARCH FOR JESUS

Global March for Jesus will be part
of the African National Initiatives Con-
sultation at the GCOWE in South
Africa in July this year.

March for Jesus planned in Maseru.
March coordinators in Macedo-
nia planning a prayer-walk strategy
so they can join with others around
the world on May 17th.
In 1990, the first Easter Awak-
ening March of Witness started on
the streets of Sydney, Australia.

Again, in 1997, hundreds

marched with banners and flags

proclaiming—He is Risen!

In every nation in
South America they will
be marching this year.
Authorities in Sao Paulo
have now made March
for Jesus official in the
city’s calendar. This year,
as many as 3 million peo-
ple are expected to march
throughout Brazil.

Masahide Naka-
mura, Senior Pastor of
New Life Church, has
been leading the March
Jfor Jesus in Nagoya,
Japan for the past three
years and will again on
May 17, 1997. He has a
homepage in Japancse
which will soon be trans-
lated into English and
Portuguese. The address
is: www.infonia.or.jp

Representatives from
15 churches unanimously
expressed support for
MEF]J in Turin, Italy.

14 city marches
planned in the Czech Re-
public which has one of
the highest percentages of
non-Christian popula-
tions in Europe. There
will be a prayer concert
rather than a march in
Prague where they expect
400 people.

Due to the huge eco-
nomic crisis in Bulgaria,

this year’s March for Jesus will be
called a “Mercy March.” Organizers
arc asking the churches involved to
take food to the poorest people as part
of the march.

On January 19th a new March for
Jesus committee was formed in Nice,
France. They anticipate their first
march on May 24th

Tiny Lithuania will have its first
March for Jesus event in 1997. The city
of Klaipeda will be prayer-walked
sometime before May 17th. Organisers
hope for a full-fledged march in 1998

For this ycar’s March for Jesus we
have produced a short radio documen-
tary about GMFJ containing interviews
with Graham Kendrick, co-founder of
March for Jesus, Tom Pelton, U.S coor-
dinator, and Rev James Chak, Hong
Kong coordinator. Intercut with these
interviews arc excerpts from Graham
Kendrick’s new album “No More
Walls.” the official music for Global
March for Jesus 97/98.

Why March For
Jesus in Japan?
by Hideki Kita

It was June 25th, 1993 and [ was at
the Osaka castle where 1000 people
were gathered, carrying bright-colored
banners and placards exalting Jesus
Christ. There were old and young, cven
babies in carriages. It was the first
March for Jesus in Japan being held
simultaneously in Tokyo, Nagoya. Os-
aka and Okinawa. I will never forget
looking out over the beautiful scene
from the platform as one of the local
coordinators.

As a Bible-student in Britain, I be-
came acquainted with the marching
movement for Jesus. [ hoped to march
for Jesus in Japan some day. That vi-
sion came true that day. I've worked for
MEFJ since then.

March for Jesus gives us a place
for cooperation and reconciliation. At
the first march in Osaka, one Korean
lady said, “We are standing here before
this castle symbolizing the history
which tore our countries apart, but now


http://www.infonia.or.jp

today. we become one in Christ!” It is
truc that the feudal leader Hideyoshi,
who built the Osaka castle, once tried (o
invade Korea. I’ve seen the March for
Jesus Japan cross national boundaries.
as well as denominational lines.

Within the 370 thousand square
kilometers of Japan 126 million people
live. Almost 100% of us are speaking
the same language. have the same cul-
ture. and live at the same basic cco-
nomic level. So Japanese always try to
keep every one in the same patterns. So
also. in inter-church cooperation, the
tendency is to leave out the churches
with different styles and reduce every-
one to the same pattern. For that rea-
son, rather than appreciating cach
other’s differences we have been attack-
ing cach other. Our need in

Japan is not to force each group to con-
form to a set pattern, but rather to coop-
crate in encouraging this type of grass-
roots movement. | believe March for
Jesus is something we can all agree
about

Hideki Kita, Pastor

Sakai Evangelical Church/Tokyo
Chapel

Assistant coordinator/MFJ Japan
TEL 03-3642-5242

FAX 03-3642-5479

email:
KGGO00345@niftyserve.or.jp

Word of Life Press Minstries
can be reached on the Internet!
Please look up our Web page at
http://www.gospeljapan com/shops/wings
You can order directly
from this web site!!
Corrections:
Correct number for our mail order
department is 0426-43-0800, the
other one is an old number. For gen-
cral inquires to our mail order de-
partment please use:
JDJ02504(@niftyserve.or.jp
Happy Ordering from
Word of Life Press Ministries

Symphony of Prayer

Set Aside Time for Worship,
the Word of God and Prayer

Theme:
“Praise in Time of Revival”

June 16 OCC 811
July 28 OCC 901
7:00 pm

English, with Japanese translation

for further information contact:
Berndt and Ruriko Bohman at:
03-3949-2450

FROM THE CHRISTIAN SHIMBUN
BEWARE—CHURCH THIEF

Too Good to be True? Probably Is.

Round-faced con artist has conned
at least four churches police know of-

Central Police Station Chief Detec-
tive, Mr. Ochiai. has
asked Christians in
the Kanto area to be
on the lookout for ©
Katsu  Sakai of |
Chiba, alias Yama-
moto and Furukawa.
He has been arrested
twice, but police can
only detain him for 20 days.

His method of operation is to call
your small (the smaller the better)
church and ask “Do you receive dona-
tions?” Then he’ll make a date to meet
with the pastor.

The story varies. but only slightly.
“My rich aunt died leaving Y7 million
designated for a small church that needs
money. As the executor of her will, |
can’t sleep until I have fulfilled this
obligation. I am beseiged with requests,
but I have turned them down because
your church exactly meets her stan-
dards. To get this money in cash. we
have to go to a small credit bank. Since
this is a mikan boxful of cash, we take
out loss insurance for fifteen days, after
which you get this insurance money
back. So do you want the ¥3 1/2 million
or the ¥7 million for your building
fund? For the first we need ¥35,000; for
the second ¥70,000 for insurance.

He even looks at your building
plans and hears about your vision! And
by this time he plays on sanctified greed
and you go with him to the bank.

The bank is so small that only two
people can sit, so “you wait here while [
go and get this money and bring it out.”
You never see him again.

Detective Ochiai thinks there are
probably many more than the reported
cases. Pastors are just too embarrassed
to report themselves being “taken.” If
you sce or hear of anyone fitting this
description, contact 110 in your neigh-
borhood or call Detective Ochiai at 03-
3281-0110.
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Tokyo Seibu

by Mrs. Imaizumi

BIBLE COFFEE HOUR

Christian Women’s Club

fessors. All of them
cannnot be listed here,
but to name a few: Dr.
Koji Honda, Rev. N.
Horikoshi, Dr. Kudo,
MD, Dr. T. Maruyama,
Rev. David Martin,
Rev. Howard Blair, and
the late Rev. Steve

Soon after World War 11, an out-
reach to women called “Bible Coffee
Hour™ was started in a city in Kansas,
USA. Seventeen years ago, the Bible
Coffee Hour idea was brought to Hi-
gashi Kurume, Tokyo by some mission-
ary women and a Japanesc lady who
had been touched through the Bible
Coffee Hour in the States.

Among those original missionaries
with a vision were Mrs. James Metcalf,
Sharon Forbes. Carol Shelton, Sandy
Amos. Irene Hegge. and Phebe Blair.
From the beginning they had the able
assistance of Christian women from
local Japanese churches.

The vision has been carried on into
another generation. For years now the
“Coffee Hour” has been held on the
campus of Christian Academy in
Japan—every February, June and
November.

Today’s Coffee Hour Committee is
made up of two missionaries and
twelve Japanese. The missionary
women are now in a supportive role to
the Japanese who ably handle all the
preparations including finding speakers
and musicians and designing the invi-
tation leaflet.

Through the years there have been
many good speakers—evangelists, pas-
tors, counselors, missionaries and pro-
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Tygert.

Christian musicians who’ve shared
through music and testimony include
Mr. Berndt Bohman, Mr and Mrs.
Yanase of Euodia, and Mr. Imanaka.
Sometimes special features such as ideas
for meaningful Christmas or Easter dec-
orations are added to the program. A
regular feature is the presentation of a
gift—a Christian book or Scripture cal-
endar, for example—to five
members of the audience
who find a special mark on
their program.

Though the Bible Cof-
fee Hour targets women,
there are often a few men
who join in
and are wel-
comed!

For the .}.L
February
1997 Coffee Hour the
speaker was Rev. Mitsuo
Kawabata, pastor of Tot-
suka Baptist Church. Mrs,
Ucki of Bushi Presbyterian
church sang. In June, blind
pastor Rev. Aragaki will
be speaking and singing.

The average attendance is between
200 and 250, although there have been

occasions when more than 350 have
gathered for a Coffee Hour presenta-
uon.

Each person receives a question-
aire along with the program and is cn-
couraged to fill it out. Follow-up is pro-
vided for those who have accepted
Christ or indicate interest in the gospel.
One lady who trusted Christ at the Cof-
fee Hour in November, 1996 wrote,

“Sometimes we 've had snow, but
even so the flowers are starting o
bloom. And my hope is blooming, too.
Thank you for Billy Graham's book,
Peace With God, that you sent me. I'm
now attending K. Alliance church and
I'm going to be baptized at Easter! I'm
studying the Bible, praying, and walk-
ing with God, and Jesus and the Holy
Spirit every day.”

Tapes of the
meetings are avail-
able and many do
order copies to share
with family and
friends. These have
been precious in-
struments to spread
the Gospel. Many
people who have
never attended the
mectings or been in a church hear the
Gospel through the tapes and lives have
been changed.

For a long time now signing for
the hearing impaired has been a regular
part of the Bible Coffec Hour ministry.

This is just one outreach of many
happening all across Japan, but it is a
witness to the faithfulness of the Lord
and the faithful passing of the lamp

from one generation to another.

Pastor Kawabata autographing his book, CHRIST



1997 JEMA
Wowmew s Retreat
report by Edie Cummings

“I came here an almost empty ves-
sel feeling very inadequate. I learned |
necd to be the person God created me
to be. My adequacy is in God.”

“[ appreciated the diversity of peo-
ple here. So many women from various
church backgrounds and yet we are all
onc in Christ.”

“Singing praises and
lifting our voices to God
together gave me a little
taste of what heaven must
be like.”

“The speaker was
wonderful. She helped me
focus on God alone.™

“T like how she
showed us how Scripture
interprets Scripture.”

“I felt I learned so
many practical things I
can take home and apply
now.”

These are just a few
of the comments made by the 135
women who gathered at beautiful
Megumi Chalet in Karuizawa for the
JEMA Women'’s Retreat.

Missionaries, English
teachers, and wives of busi-
ness and military men sta-
tioned in Japan were all
blessed to have Kay Arthur
of Precept Ministries share
her insights into Scripture.
Our theme, “On Eagle’s
Wings,” taken from Isaiah

| i
|(l~
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40:28-31, helped us to focus on God as
our strength. As she led us through I1
Corinthians we were encouraged to run
and not be weary,
walk and not faint,
to keep the faith
until we cross the
finish line.

We were re-
minded not to lose
heart, but rather,
remember God’s
calling on our life.
We are to exchange our strength for His
strength so that we surely can mount up
on cagle’s wings.

We look forward to once again
meeting for study in God’s Word, fel-
lowship, and prayer for one another at
next ycar’s Women'’s Retreat!

Fellowship groups — sharing and agreeing in prayer

MEGUMI CHALET
KARUIZAWA

Beautiful
Location

opacious
Facilities

Christian
Sian

Year-Round
Accomodations

Come to Beautiful

Karuizawa

& Enjoy God's Handiwork
All Year Through!

~ For Information ~

Fax: O267-42-4115

LG

Chnsnan Camono International

g
&

¥

| Call: O267-42-2302

Hstme—
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Potpourri & Promises
by Janice A. Kropp

BNTHERING A PROMISED LAND!

?{ichard and I are fully enjoying our
I months here at Toccoa Falls
College in Toccoa, Georgia. We teach.
we share, we listen, we pray! In a

recent letter from a pastor. who had
hosted the college’s Mission Team, we
were again reminded of the outstanding
quality of our students here. This
generation is very special!

To every wonder of God’s work-
ing, however. is a flip side! This gener-
ation also finds some wandering.
falling short and even turning away
from God. It is a wicked world out
there and in here! God’s Word tells us
that the HEART is desperately wicked,
WHO can know IT? (Jer. 17:9)

We don’t readily admit where our
hearts at times have taken us. nor do
we find it easy to mention where some
of our children have gone. Of all chil-
dren, our children should be sterling,
growing, and entering into ministry.
But it is just not always so.

“Children’s children are a crown to
the aged, and parents are the pride of
their children.” (Prov. 17:6) It is won-
derful when children are “crowns™ and
parents are loved and respected by their
own flesh and blood. Children raised in
Christian homes have all the potential
for purpose in life and the promised
direction of God to get them there. We
often forget, however, that though we
have the promise, there can be pain and
sorrow along the way. We forget that
the command to pick up the cross and
follow means what it has always
meant—suffering! Permit me to tell
you a story.

His parents would tell you he was a
darling newborn—beautiful from birth.

And he was still handsome the last time
I saw him. But, oh. what he put himself
through, along with all who love him. It
wasn’t that he started out on the wrong
path intentionally. From his carliest
days. he was read the Word of God. he
was prayed with, he was taken to
church. Church was where his family
was on Sundays, no exceptions.

But as he got older and started to
work, there were those Sunday mornings
when it was simply too hard to get up.
That was understandable. But the excep-
tion became the rule and he would tell
you now that was a big mistake. But
then he was carefrec and carcless.

The world was so tempting and so
much fun! One thing led to another.
Feelings of guilt grew, especially when
he’d hear his parents telling others what
a great guy he was, but the guilt did not
bring change. The further he got from
his Christian upbringing. the smaller the
voice of his conscience.

He was a charmer and a very hard
worker. He planned to make something
of himself! There were times when he
felt inadequate and, in a scrape, would
shoot off a prayer to God with the
promise to “shape up,” but he never
followed through.

Calls to his parents were infrequent.
Not because he didn’t love
them, he just felt no need
for communication. Fun
and excitement for the
moment were all that
mattered to him.

This went on year in
and year out—on and on—
UNTIL God said, “That’s
enough!” You sce, his
parents and family had been
praying for him—day in
and year out!

His family grieved and
wondered why it should
take so long to see this dear
son come to his senses.

They also wondered at times how God
would ever get his attention. But one day
life became a nightmare for him and
began unraveling at a pace he never
dreamed. It was then he picked up the
phone and called the only ones left to
call, his parents.

That phone call changed the lives of
all who loved him. The following day
this precious young man of twenty-seven
knelt at the cross of Jesus, the Savior!
There he received complete forgiveness,
and hope for the future

Since coming to Jesus, he has given
his testimony several times. He’s been
heard to say that he wants to live for the
Lord from now on. “THIS is reality,” he
says, “and make sure you know it.” He
has also asked. “Why didn’t someone
make me come to Jesus before?”

This young man and his family have
entered a promised land! The family,
burdened and sorrowful, had watched,
prayed, trusted and cared for years. His
mother had prayed the “covenant
prayer” and joined with family and
friends to pray. His parents openly stated
they had a need and asked for the
prayers of others many, many times.

I saw this young man recently, and [
tell you he radiates the beauty of Jesus. I
have talked to him recently, too, and he
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says things about God that are amaz-
ing. “Thank You. Jesus!” is all I can
say. For this 1s none other than our own
precious son!

Why do I tell you this personal
story? Because as Christians, and even
as missionaries, we have no guarantee
that our children will not stray. Situa-
tions like ours DO happen. I want to
add that we wouldn’t trade for the
world the special lessons God taught us
along the way!

What I wish to leave with you is
not just a testimony of grace, but also a
word of help and hope. You see. as we
waited for our son to COME HOME,
our hearts were often so heavy we
wondered how in the world it would all
turn out. It was not until we changed
our perspective from problem to privi-
lege that the stronghold began to crack.

We began to call our son not our
problem but our faith builder. When
Satan sces he’s getting the best of us,
he continues to try to get the best of us.
When. however, we turn situations into

faith building exercises, we foil Satan.
Everywhere parents are suffering. I
know because they come to me at the
close of mectings and share their stories
with tears. I give them a word of hope

with steps to take in order to gain en-
trance to that promised land. If you are
suffering, I wish to bring you hope
today! Your wandering child will come
back. God promises they will. Those
who obey God, the Scripture says. will
pass on the blessing to their children to
a thousand generations. (Deut. 5:9.10)

Dr. James Dobson has done much
research on children from Christian
homes. Of the five personality types, he
says, very strong-willed children will
almost always rebel. Why then are we so
surprised when they do? The research
does not end there, thank the Lord! It
has been substantiated that most of the
rebellious ones RETURN to the faith of
their parents by age 24. Now that “24”
may be carlier or later. But WHAT
HOPE for those of us who suffer with
strong-willed children!

If you stand for a child today who
has strayed from their upbringing and
left the faith, or if you have a child who
has not yet come to the cross, take
HOPE—they will come!

Here on campus at
Toccoa we have
started a prayer group
called “Y-E-S.” This
prayer group is just
for hurting parents.
The Y stands for
Yahweh—the Self-
existent One. The E
stands for £/ Roi—
the God who sees and
saves. The S stands
for Strongholds. For
now, we are meeting
once a month to pray.

Having seen all
that God has done for
our family, we have such hope for others
who walk the lonely and
sorrowful road of waiting for

Y-E-S
Y anwen EL ro1 for
STRONGHOLDS

Premise: The Lord our God is for us.
The Lord our God saves to the utter-
most. There is no stronghold He cannot
crush and change to a promised land.
Scriptural Basis: [ John 3:21-23
“Dear friends, if our hearts do not con-
demn us, we have confidence before
God, and receive from Him anything
we ask, because we obey His com-
mands and do what pleases Him. And
this i1s His command: to BELIEVE in
the name of His Son, Jesus Christ, and
to LOVE one another according to His
commandment.” [1 Chron. 7:14 “/f My
people, who are called by My Name,
will humble themselves and pray and
seek My face and turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven and will forgive their sin and
will heal their land.”
Call to Remembrance: Every com-
mand of Scripture has a promise.
Mind Set: No circumstance or situa-
tion will be looked at as a problem. We
will recognize our sorrows, disappoint-
ments and difficulties, BUT we shall
look at cach as a FAITH BUILDER!
Who We Are: People gathered to-
gether because we have a need. By join-
ing to pray we are telling Satan we
come together against his work. We
also evidence to God our humble spirits
before Him.
What We Will Do: We will combine
prayer styles and learn from each other
as we seek God'’s release for our chil-
dren from Satan’s strongholds.
Guidelines:
¢ All requests in confidence.
¢ Requests written on cards—anony-
mously, if desired.
¢ Requests specific, but need not be
comprehensive.
¢ Log of requests and answers kept.
¢ Praise will be a part of the prayer
times—Phil. 4:4-7.
¢ Praise time will be all together.
Prayer time will be divided into
men’s and women'’s groups.
¢ A Prayer Chain for needs which
arise. We claim Y-E-S for any need
any time of the day or night.
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My retrial led to my conviction. My
feelings now are not like the anger I felt
when 1 was convicted the first time. |
have no anxiety in my heart as I have
received great grace from God.

Of course 1 was hoping for freedom,

but I believe God has a greater work to

VERDICT—=> GUILTY

VICTORY-> GRACE

TESTIMONY OF YOSHIO KATSUNO

reveal though us. Through the suffering
of this imprisonment I have believed in Je-
sus Christ. In the past four years | have
come to walk with God, but as I waited for
my retrial, I was thinking about returning to
Japan more than about obeying the Lord

The Lord was speaking to me about my
rebellious spirit toward my older brother. |
could not talk with him openly from my
heart. God knows my stubbomn heart, and |
knew He was challenging me to make
things right according to Matthew 5- 23-24.

I did not listen to God’s voice. |
thought that once I got back to Japan I could
write a letter of apology. I had many ex-
cuses. During the trial the Scripture was
speaking to my heart, but I still could not
write to him.

FFor three nights after the guilty verdict
I could not sleep. I read letters from my
family and thought about my wife and two
children—how long would it be before I
would see them again? (His wife has only
been able to visit him once.)

On the fourth day, Rev. Stephen

Young came and my feelings were calmed a
little but still I was in a terrible condition.
That night I listened to a praise tape. The
words of The Spirit Song spoke to me. “Let
the Spirit and His love enfold you. May your
heart be filled with the Lord, and your old
self thrown away. Jesus, Jesus, with Your
love fill my heart. Give all your sadness and
tears up to the Lord."”

I was prompted to write my brother
from my heart and ask his forgiveness. Then
[ experienced God’s peace and presence. He
took my sadness, my sorrow and my pain. It
happened just like that. With tears, [ began
to sing. I have discovered one of the myster-
ies of God—that He 1s Love. Faith without
love is nothing, as Paul says in [ Corinthians
13. My faith had been a selfish faith, with-
out love, and God has shown me this.

God 1s changing us to shape us as His
servants. | feel that in God’s timing He will
let us out of here. I don’t know when that
time will come but [ am so thankful to the
Lord for the warmth of the Holy Spirit in my

heart and for His peace. That was a result
of many people praying. God is working
through this case, and it is not only for

us. It is for others, too, that many more
will come to know the Lord and that God
may be glorified

Yoshio Katsuno Nov. 1996

News as of February, 1997
(from Melbourne, Australia paper)

A support group, called Shizn Kai, from the
Japanese community in Melbourne, 1s secking to
re-open the case of the “heroin five.” Money for
legal costs has been raised by charity concerts,
some are prepared to put their houses up for bail,
and members regularly visit the prisoners, soon 1o
enter their sixth year in custody

Rev. Stephen Young, who speaks
Japanese, has spent hundreds of hours with the
prisoners and 1s convinced they are innocent

“The prosecution maintained that Yoshio mas-
terminded the deal
ers along to carry the heroin. It is obvious a master-
mind would have Kept quiet about the others and let
them depart the airport unnoticed. Instead he drew
attention to them by producing all the tickets say-
ing, “They’re with me.”

“No mastermind would give his plot away,” Mr
Young said. “Only an innocent could do it.”

Judge Byme did reduce the sentence from 25 to
20 years because of Yoshio's “model behavior,
cooperation with police, religious beliefs and his
talent as an artist.”

fluent

bringing his brothers and oth-

®> We are also here

®> Publishers of evangelistic materials for Japan’s unreached millions.

to take care of your printing needs, “i it

whether small or large.

Please contact us at the address below.
We need your involvement,
and you may need what we have

to offer.

Shinsei Senkyodan ;
170 Kumai, Hatoyama Machi, Hiki Gun, Saitama Ken 350-03

MEEHEH

New Life League, Jopan

Tel: 0492 96 0727
Furikae number for donations: 00100-3-759926

Fax: 0492 96 6515

N 1)L LS

’HIN‘EI sENKyopAN (NEW LIFE LEAGUE, JAPAN)

®*% More than ever involved in producing and sending

God’s Word to China

and other spiritually hungry nations. During 1996 more than 5.2 million
Scriptures were produced for countries outside Japan.

NEW L

E-mail: nlljapan@msn.com
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KANSAI NEWS

50Lh CLILBRATION

On November 6, 1996 over 300
women gathered at the Kyoto Grand
Hotel celebrating the vision that mis-
sionaries Blanche (Baker) Ford and
Alayne (Turncr) Madore had for Kyoto
twenty-five years ago.

After visiting churches to explain
what they wanted to do and to get their
cooperation, they lined up a hotel, mu-
sic and a spcaker

On September 9, 1971 the first Ky-
oto Ladies’ Luncheon was held at the
newly opened Grand Hotel, conve-
nicntly near Kyoto station. Since then
cvery fall and spring the Luncheons
have continued at the same location.

Though the committee members
and chairvomen have changed over the
years, the purpose of the luncheons re-
mains the same: to present the Gospel
in an casy to understand way.

This fall the main attraction was
Rev. and Mrs. Son Min Yon from Ko-
rea who gave a beautiful concert of
gospel music interspersed with testi-
monies and a simple gospel message.

Nancy Sorley

The vision
of the mission-
aries 25 ycars ago has been caught by
the Japanese. Not only are they on the
committees, but they have formed a
choir, prayer times, and prayer partners.
They are excited about bringing their
friends to the luncheon where they will
be introduced to Jesus Christ.

The next Kyoto
Ladies’ Luncheon is
October 13, 1997

) = IF

Kansai JEMA
Church Planters
May 26

John Mehn will speak to
Kansai JEMA church planters
on May 26 in Kobe. Everyone
is welcome. The meeting will be
held at the Kobe Lutheran Bible
Institute from 10:00—3:00.
Call Tore Jaatun at 078-241-
4615 for more information.

OPERATION

IMPACT JAPAN
PRESS RELEASE

Azusa Pacific University of Azusa,
California will be offering four three-
credit graduate courses in social science
from June 23—27 at the National
Women’s Education Center in Saitama,
and from June 30—July 4 at Kokuritsu
Olympic Kinen Seishonen Sogo Center
in Yoyogi (downtown Tokyo).

This year’s course titles are:

The Leader as an Agent of Change,
Leadership and Managerial Ethics,
Program Evaluation

and Research Methods,
and Group and Conflict Dynamics.

The four courses arc part of
Azusa’s Operation Impact program. a
master’s degree program in social sci-
ence with an emphasis on leadership
studies.

Courses may be audited ($85 per
credit) or taken for credit ($330 per
course). If interested, contact Luann
Segerstrom:

TEL 0424-72-0026

FAX 0424-76-2526

E-mail TSS(@twics.com

or by mail at:

2-5-8 Takiyama Apt. 304,
Higashi Kurume Shi, Tokyo 203

’@o your besl lo Sfuresend
4 mmxe//:) lo CS)O(/
s one (I//r/mwea{
@ workman who has

no need lo be (w/mmea{

xoyé//y /m/)z(/d/')zy
the word o/ trulh. o
11 Som. 2:15
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from generation o generation
JEMA Leaders’

Keynote speaker was Yokichi

T Suzuki of SEND International Us-
CO“SUItatlon : < ing I Thessalonians 3 as his base. he
February 23-24 )ﬂﬁ v spoke of faith. love and hope and
3 e,& e challenged fellow missionarics not
at Fukuin no Ie ’9 3 A to give up but to allow these things
PR e\ to bring fruit in ministry here.

Prescntations included update
on Religious Laws by David Rupp
and Mr.
Sato, prepa-
rations for
witness at
1998
Olympics by
Timothy
Himei and

Bret Yokichi Sucli‘ B

Droullard.

Operation Japan by David Walker.
national evangelism plan by Steve
Clark, and cell church model by
Keith Webb

In a variety of configura-
tions. missionaries from all
over Japan heard from onc an-
other, learned from one another
and encouraged one another.

JEMA PLENARY February 25, 1997

The 8th floor of the OCC building
in Ochanomizu saw a celebration at
the JEMA Plenary this year. A larger
than usual crowd of missionaries
joined in commemorating thirty years
of existence as JEMA, plus ten years
alongside JEA.

We enjoyed

’ 9 looking backwards
3 2! and forwards with

9 ‘ i Harold Johnson,

P ( il and (he unique

3 PESERA |00 that reports

W& were kept briefer
than usual!

The JEMA executive members were recog-
nized and thanked. Three new members were ! i N ¢
unanimously approved for the next year...David  j 1 v /R & ,
Bindewald of PCA, Gerald May of TEAM and |l ¢ ~T R
Walter Siegrist of SAM. SERIOU RN I

LTS
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As part of the “30th”
cclebration, plus recog-
nizing 10 years’ partner-
ship with JEA, a lun-
cheon was planned by
Miss Matsushita and the
Women’s Commission.

Sharing the
cake-cutting with
JEA president,
Hiroshi Inagaki.

Operation Japan?”
How many copies?

— e o
i E———

[ =

T '
\

The Christian Shimbun
commented on the time

prayer at the Plenary as
something that the Japanese
church could benefit from in
_ holding business meetings.

!f’:”

A

Time was carcfully measured
so that the day could end with
an extended “Concert of
Prayer,” led by Berndt and
Ruriko Bohman and David
Walker.

Okutama FukRuinnoie

Retreat Center

close to Tokyo in the beautiful

Okutama Mountains

(easy access from Shinjuku)

Guest Rentals all year:
Missionary Conference,
Church Camp, Seminar,
Wedding,

Time off with your Family

Camp Programs and Seminars:
Please get information

Facilities:

#* 28 central heated Rooms, different
sizes, partly aircon., up to 140 p

* Chapel Capacity 180 p

#* 6 Meeting Rooms, 30 each, Fireside

* Playground, Volleyball, Basketball

#* Bungalow, Selfcooking possible

* Nice Ofuro D 535 )

#* Lots of Hiking Courses

#* Reasonable Rates

* Good Food! ZE_’

And a < Friendly
Christian Staff
weriting to Serve

YrH !

Call for Broshure or further information:
Mr. Meyer / Mr. Daitsu
™ 0428-85-2317
198-01 Tokyo-to, Nishitama-gun,
Okutama-machi, Kotanba 135
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From Our
Book Shelf

by 1/ NLI faculty

Title: Nitobe Inazo, Taiheiyo no
Kakehashi (A Bridge Over the Pacilic
Occan) Hintori Denki Bunko*, # 47

Author: Yasunaga Sadao
Publisher:  Kodansha, 1984
Price: ¥590

Do you know Inazo Nitobe? Belore
you respond too quickly, take a look at a
5,000 yen bill. Inazo Nitobe is the one
you arc looking at. In 1984, the 1,000,
5,000, and 10,000 yen bills were printed
with the portraits of Soscki Natsuce,
Inazo Nitobe, and Yukichi Fukazawa,
respectively. Since then Nitobe’s [ace
has become familiar to the Japanese,
although few people know he was a
Christian. He lived in an age ol tremen-
dous changes in Japan and worked hard
for his nation.

Inazo Nitobe was born in 1862, six
years before the Meiji Restoration, in
what is now Morioka City, Iwate Ken.
He was an agricultural and law scholar,
as well as an educator, diplomat,
journalist and a faithful Christian.

While attending an intcrnational
conference in Canada in 1933, he came
down with an illness which claimed his
lifc at the age of 71.

It may be of greater interest 10 you
1o know that Nitobe’s various cfforts
during the course of his long and
colorful professional carcer had a lot o
do with his Christian [aith.

In this issue we would like 1o
recommend his biography.

Review:

Inazo Nitobe had a dream 1o
become a bridge over the Pacific Ocean.
Why did a boy who was born about 130
years ago, during the fcudal times, have
such a big dream? Because he grew up
breathing fresh air from the new world.
Ancw age was dawning in Japan. And
although he was not surc what he
wanlted to do, he knew that he wanted (o
work for his nation.

His first contact with the Christian
faith took place when he left Tokyo o
attend Sapporo Agricultural School in
Hokkaido. The spiritual influence of Dr.
William S. Clark, who had left shortly
before Inazo arrived, was still very
strong despite the brcvuy of his stay (a
mere cight months). At the age of
seventeen, Nitobe became a Christian

Japan Harvest

along with fourteen ol his classmales.
One of them was Kanzo Uchimura, who
later became a Christian Icader in Japan.

Aflter working in Hokkaido, he
returned to Tokyo with a desire to
broaden his understanding of the world.
He entered Tokyo University o study
western thought, but was not satislicd
because the studies were several years
behind Europe and the United States.
Onc year later he decided (o study in the
United States. He still had the dream of
being a bridge across the Pacilic.

In 1884 he left for the States. While
studying in Baltimore, he came in
contact with the Quakers who impressed
him with their expression of Christian-
ity. This laid a foundation {or what he
would do the rest of his life. In Philadel-
phia he met and marriced a girl who was
also ol the Quaker faith.

Aller studying in the States and
Europce he returned 1o Japan with his
wife in 1891. For more than forty ycars,
with Christ as his foundation, he worked
for his pcople and his nation. Among his
many appointments, he assisted in the
cducation of girls as the first president of
Tokyo Women’s Christian University.
He was also a diplomat in the League of
Nations in Geneva for cight years.

In this biography, written in casy
Japanese, you will not only [ind out
about Inazo Nitobe but also about the
cra in which he lived.

Language:

This was Nitobe’s answer when he was
asked why he wanted to go to the States
and study cconomics, politics and
English literature.

TR Eod <ne=iensn.

whk HWED : Fhs
POFEICIEPE D¢ <N XALAid D
USL L SAm

Y, HEWDOXEN=DIC LT

DI, A ES OO

ENENEBHNETY, T, bl
ILHALA A Mz

NMAEAANDHZEZHEICD X,
MITSLA AN 125k A [F{p

NEANDEZZ | RITDIZ B, B
DELIZRDIZNDTY, (pg.88)

Commenting on his determination to
unite the western and castern cultures:
the bridge over the Pacific

E€ns< TNV ) (F1%

o & ILT. AFEHEDONITHIC
o THEET, (pg.92)

For the first time, in Baltimore, Inazo
attended a Quaker worship service and
was much impressed.

<L o & o
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While attending the church, he was
convinced of his nced for Christ.
WaTY Wwoled
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nwe
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Nitobe taught at Sapporo Agricultural
School and held Bible classes for the
students at his house. What he wanted to
tcach the young people was the love of
Christ and practicing one’s faith through
love.

Lol
;T—'JZI‘ “"tJV}Uf)\fJ‘OT:e
“f'(D lif)‘/uf AT, %(Df““j B¢

L—;\_‘

h B

—DIZ & dHH meltinto one
GRS
Bzl a bridge as a go-be-

tween, a joint

HH DD BEIT insilence

(oY R waiting for God
% ED

DD FE L WAz modest attitude
REN & BIEZ deeply moved
File

—4%&D 5%/ penctrate one’s
whole life

the value is in the
practice

Z DA S B
HKITICH B

*Hintori Denki Bunko:

This is a series of biographies of great people
of the world, written for school children. The
illustrations and pictures complement the
storics and all kanji have furigana, which
assists you in looking up meanings in the
dictionary. So [ar 97 people have been
written about. They include Jesus Christ,
Albert Schweitzer, Toyotomi Hideyoshi,
Tokugawa Ieyasu, Helen Keller, and
Natsume Soscki. You might want to check
the biography of Jesus Christ to see how
Japanese children understand Him.



JEMA Summer Conference

Iin Karuizawa,

JULY 31— AUGUST 3

with T'om Phillips
ol International Students Incorporated

for a place to stay,
check with

Mizuko Matsushita

at the JEMA office

see you
here!

Karuizawa’s
a cool place
to be...

...and [ can’t
wait for the
JEMA
Conference...

JEA Missions Commission wit spon-
sor first World Mission Japan Conference on July 15-16,
1997 at OSCC in Ochanomizu, Tokyo.

The JEA Missions Commission was formed one year ago
to sce the development of a vision for world-wide missions
within the Japanese church. As do other JEA commissions,
JEMA has a rcpresentative serving on this commission.

The conference begins at 2:00 pm Tuesday the 15th and
will go through 2:00 pm Wednesday the 16th. No overnight
lodging provided. The first day the participants will hear a
report on recent surveys sent to evangelical groups in Japan,
and participate with a panel discussion on the relationship of
missions and the local church. Brief case studies will be fol-
lowed by a question and answer time.

On Wednesday Met Castillo, of the Evangelical Fellow-
ship of Asia, will speak on missions in Asia. This will be fol-
lowed by individual seminars.

I. The Various Challenges of Sending Missionaries

® Recruiting and Training

e (Carc and Life-planning

IL. The New Challenge of Missions

e Rcaching Japanese Overseas

® Missions and Tentmaking.

IL. Specialized Ministry Opportunities (Relief, etc.) .
The afternoon will end with a presentation of conclusions

and idcas that have developed from the conference. -
The JEA Missions Commission is encouraging forclgq

missionaries in Japan to attend. For those secking to sec mis-

sions develop within their own church group, this would be a

good opportunity to gain insight into how this can be accom-

plished. The conference promises (o be a foyndalnonal meet-

ing for the future development of missions in Japan.

for further information please contact:
Marty Shaw, Jr. CB International
102414.2372(@compuserve.co”
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Japanese.

You'll get it here.

Come Early for Summer Yacation and Conferences And...
Join us for our SUMMER SCHOOL TERM!

JUNE 18-JULY 15, 1997

Balanced Study, Conversation, Readin%, Writing, Religious Language.
Experienced, All-Christian staff
Personal Touch, Classes of | or 2
Beginner, Intermediate, Refresher Courses
All in Beautiful Karuizawa, where affordable housing is available close to school
FALL TERM BEGINS SEPTEMBER I, 1997

Apply now:
1001 Karuizawa Machi SPQQSOfeG by
Nagano Ken 389-0I Z_TL‘..-;.;TE AM
PH/FAX 0267-42-4605 karuizawa language school The Evangelical Allance Mission

Bob & Norma Pitney, Directors Serving All Evangelical Missions

KARUIZAWA UNION CHURCH |
1997 Summer Program

Looking for refreshment, renewal, and “retooling?” Why not spend time in Karuizawa this summer? We are privileged to have as
summer pastor Wilbur Lingle, retired, veteran church planter. Wilbur and Jean Lingle spent thirty-five years with Pilgrim Fel-

lowship, Inc. in Nagoya before retiring to the States in 1989. ‘
Upon his retum to the US, Wilbur started “Love to Share Ministries,” in which he has devoted himself to reaching people in the

cults. He has written a number of books and tools to use in evangelism with Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses. “Approaching |
Jehovah's Witnesses in Love—How to Witness Effectively Without Arguing” is one of Wilbur’s books available in both Japanese
and English. Wilbur comes to encourage us this summer, and no doubt will be used by the Lord in a wonderful way 1

KUC Summer Highlights:

¢ Summer Church: July 20th through evening service August 24th.
Volunteer Sunday school teachers needed

+ JEMA Conference: July 31—August 3rd with Tom Phillips of ISI. :
+ Youth Conference: August 4th—=6th for Jr. and Sr. High )
+ Annual Business Mtg.  August 6th at 7:00pm ‘
*
+

Summer Church Scheduyle

Sunday School:
) :9:3),
Worship: Suam

Deeper Life Convention August 7th through 10th, with KUC summer

pastor, Wilbur Lingle, speaking. 10:30am
Eve. Service: 7:00pm
If you have any questions, please contact Steve Friesen at 0568-78-2810 Wed. pr ayer  7:00pm
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Computer software from Life

i \DEDTE(Eit mETN—T T
= Word of life Press Ministries el

6 Shinanomachi, Shinjuku-ku Tokyo 160 JAPAN
Phone: 03-3353-7440 Fax:03-3353-2658 : ( Unique giftidea

e-mail: XLF04674@Niftyserve.or.jp 'L for computer

r ~Bibie #1 N oriented seekers!
J-Bib/fﬂ main Drogta-m disk. Bible st(n:xgy;gr&p'ute\rlvsoﬂware - T Bible 72 \
\ é prggram o0 h .Sh K ork mNdOWS The Greek add-on module for J-Bible. Contains
T —— 2 ETEUDIE L A Greek Bible text, concordance and dictionary.
Wil Japanese Bible) and 2 other

= T I
Concordance has interlinear notes in Greek and JHENED 2o tor v
0 Japanese translations (Kogoyaku 5 3 CO-ROM Saftwars
- Japanese with word morphology. Requires main
J#3  and Shinkyodoyaku), 2 English

ot : am disk, J-Bible #1. For PC with CD-ROM
Wt L versions New King James Version program di

ing Japanese Windows 3.1 or better.
i gony s W (NKJV) and Today's English Version drive ruant g. pan ; el
il R (TEV)) also includes G (#79562)/Bricei¥12,000 R
i (#70561} Price ¥9,800 Japanese Digest Bible
) k. (o ons ;LZ ARAANYALNIP) Bible Master (Seisho No Tatsujin) %)
( e J-Bible #3 B ( 3

4-.‘ CD ROM Bible Software for Japanese Windows '95.

on module for J-Bible. Hebrew Bible text with g%ﬂ)}z}\ 1 CD ROM containing three reference books. New Bible
d the resource book I e e ] Dictionary, New Dictionary of Christianity, and The

no Heburugo®. Similar . Practical Bible Commentary.

Versatile for the Pastor as well as the layman and the
Sunday School Teacher. Ideal for various uses;
devotions, enriching Bible understanding. Can be used by

= ) itself or “linked” with “J-Bible" program.
When used with "J-Bible" #1, it allows the user to print out Bible text for
personal and church use.
(#79563) Price ¥19,800 J1& (#79640) Price ¥25,000

J-Bible #2. Hebrew T S aos bl
N be produced audibly. «» CD-HOM Software
F D-ROM drive and sound g ]
; Japanese Windows 95
Reau i program disk, J-Bible #1.

e e .: S
.

IS IT HARVEST TIME
WHERE YOU LIVE YET? (

[f not, Harvest Time Ministries can help you == ,
labor more fruitfully in Japan’s ripening field. 8N ,//

Harvest Time Weekly Broadcast Schedule

+ Monthly Video Tape Service
TV Kanazawa Sal,529am. Okinawa TV Sun, 6:00am
+ Audio Cassette Messages
Sun TV Sat, 7.00am. TV KanagawaSun, 7:30 a.m

-Spiritual Growth
TV Wakayama Sat,800am GifuB.C. Sun., 7:30a.m

Biwako B.C. Sat, 8:00a.m. NaraTV Sun, 8:.00 am. -Israel : ;
: Join host Kenichi
KBS Kyoto Sat,8:30am. MieTV Sun., 8.10a.m -Bible Study
: : Nakagawa eve
Gumma TV Sat., 8:30 am. Hawaii, ch. 20 Sal., 8:00 a.m. + "Living Life” Devotional Guide g ry

TV Saitama  Sat,830am. LA,ch.18 Sun,6:00am. week for the most- &

+ Books For Growing Faith

Chiba TV sat, 9:30am Wed., 4:00 p.m. watched Japanese-

+ Worship & Praise Tapes/CDs

Nishinippon B.C.Sun., 6 :00 am. (Also San Diego & Ft. Worth) language Christian

L8t us know how we can help YOU rasp a harvest wihere you Serve JBSUS:
Harvest Time Ministries, 1-21-85 Senpukugaoka, Susono-shi, Shizuoka T410-11
Tel. (05659) 93-8880 / IFax: (0559) 93-8883 / e-mail: hljapnn(a)bhl/UOklmcl- or.jp

television program

x in the world!
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* MARGARINES

+ SHORTENING OILS / By
¢ : % O:'.k’
* EDIBLE LARDS : (y - NS/
g \ {
v Lt

* EDIBLE HARDENED OILS ‘

* EDIBLE PURIFIED OILS

4+ OTHER EDIBLE FATTY PRO- .
DUCTS s WHip

Consumer products include margarine for

household use, and the vegetable cheese SR _‘c_/' !
: 2 VAR

“EMARINE”, sold out at most of major SN éé‘

!

v
® &

supermarkets. These household products >
have also been well received by consumers
for their high quality. To help consumers

better understand the importance of oil and MIYOSHI OIL & FAT CO.,LT

7 of 7 1 ¥
fat foods, we are constantly seeking to o L 4 o O] KATSOSHIK AU, TO

develop new technology to enhance quality Cable Address: “"MIYOSHIYUSHI TOKYO"
3 Branches OSAKA, NAGOYA, FUKUOKA, SENDAI
and further reduce the cost of our produts. Factories TOK YO, KOBE, NAGOYA

T’hinking About A New Building?

“Since 1 98‘ we have built 90 churches. - T L
uild 100 by the year 2000.” The Church

Construction Group

j li’gtz) all phases of construction. President
7 Seiji Mishimura

e

4 -
/ s LR

o o

«:gﬁiﬂﬁ 8331
"Uniting God’s people for works of Service so that the body of Christ can be built up”

OSAKA Office: 2-2-6, Showa Cho, Tondabayashi Shi, Osaka, 584

TEL. 0721-25-0895 FAX. 0721-25.0896

TOKYO Office: Lions Mansion Omori, 3-1301, 2-11-4, Minamioi, Shinagawa Ku, Tokyo, 140
TEL. 03-3767-1944 FAX. 03-3767-1963




partenereship » 1: being united with
others in action, purpose or enterprise

We welcome you into our partnership
of parents, staff and mission
organizations, dedicated to nurturing
knowledge and vision to educate

' global Christians for service. Come

i~ join us as a partner in ministry.

Christian Academy in Japan
Tokyo Campus Nagé§a Campus

For further information: 1-2-14 Shinkawa cho, Higashi Kurume shi Tokyo 203
Tel. 0424-71-0022 Fax: 0424-76-2200

Christian Real Estate Agent

Problems with Real Estate?
Need to sell property?

Looking for a house?
Give me a call!

e My many years of helping
DIRECTOR OF GOHO SHOJI CO. LTD

I S j missionaries can help you too!

HOME PHONE: 03-3332-9115

3-33-18 Hamadayama :
S_uginami K_li, Tokyo 168 Y:‘J/u ZSk thégufrsstv’v‘:;:
T168 HWREEIIX e nave a -

e (113-33-18




For Your CoST SAVING AND ADVANCE SEAT
ASSIGNMENT

MIISSIONS T@P@M CENER
IKANDACSYRGADAN X @E@MVIES @]IY@DA%KU
MO K@ ONISARAWN

JTANKE 0B-3295-1447 Meavdl Agaey Uieanse No. 452




